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Firstly, in a previous column I have stated that once a Knight 
or Dame you have received what is called an indelible 
character similar actually to a Priest meaning that even if 
you choose to leave the Order or to join another Branch 
you will still be a Knight/Dame with an obligation to keep 
the knightly virtues. But there is a difference, a degree of 
obligations.

In older days breaking an oath was a serious matter with 
fatal consequences for your honor and even eternal 
salvation. This is not so in a modern world, but the obligation 
rests with your conscience, which commands you to live up 
to the knightly obligations towards the Faith and the 
Humanitarian.

But what about the loyalty towards the Order itself? If you 
wish to be transferred to another Order/Branch, can you 
also so to speak transfer the obligation of loyalty? (…)

Knights and Dames in St. John, 

Those of you who have had or have to do with 
preparation or performance of Investitures, can have 
experienced that there exist two different wordings of 
the vow that must be taken by new Knights and Dames, 
a longer one and a shorter one. Today the 
recommendation is to use the shorter one, mostly for 
practical reasons. It is normal that the aspirant him or 
her self-repeats the words and phrases, and since there 
is no difference in the reality of the vows, it is the most 
preferable to use a shorter version.

But no matter which version is chosen it is of importance 
to realize what exactly it is you promise. A vow is an 
oath and is of a solemn nature, meaning that you must 
consider it carefully because you give a promise that is 
valid for the rest of your life. Notwithstanding the 
different sentences you promise to serve Christ and the 
poor and the sick, to keep the knightly virtues and to be 
loyal to the Order.

Those of you who are fortunate enough will have 
experienced the vow as a natural part of your life in the 
Order not raising other problems than always to do your 
best to live up to the motto pro fide pro utilitate
hominum and follow it all through your life. This goes 
luckily for the great majority of the members of the 
Order giving it the moral strength from which it benefits.

Peter GABRIELSEN, OSJ
Lieutenant-Grand Master.
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But what now if not everything goes 
according to the original plan. All 
through the ages there have always 
been members who either leave the 

Order or go away to some other Order
or Branch of the Order. It is important 
to get it clear what is then the situation 
regarding the vow taken. 
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There may be different reasons for it. One can be that the 
first Order in your opinion is not living up to its ideals as 
you trusted. Another can be that you and the first Order 

or its leadership have fallen out, even sometimes so that 
you are expelled. This is unfortunately not unheard of.

Now if the reason is that you have failed to live up to your 
obligations as a worthy Knight or Dame then you are 
faced with the one situation where you lose your status 
and no longer will be a Knight or Dame. But if the reason 
is that it is not you but the first Order there is something 
wrong with, then the only valid answer must be that it is 
up to the leadership of the second Order to evaluate if 
you have a just and worthy cause to express that wish 
and that choice. This has been for many years a situation 
which has arisen many times and most likely will also arise 
in the future. Many of us who are members today have 
been through such an experience and being members 
today have been found qualified.

Sincerely in Christ and St.-John,

Peter Gabrielsen
Lt. Grand Master



To read and understand the Bible
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Rev. Fr. Niels REFSKOU 
Chairman E.C.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John,

Some time ago I read a feature article in which the 
author indicated that we should find some modern 
expressions instead of, for example, “Our Lord,” when 
we translated the Bible. In his view, “Our Lord” belongs 
to a time when most people were tenants and 
therefore they could associate something with it, but 
now when we all are free, the word is almost 
incomprehensible. In general, the author argued that 
we had to thoroughly tidy up the myths, the speech 
about the Virgin birth and the miracles that Jesus did, 
for it is no longer possible for us to take them seriously.

In my opinion the problem is that we today only are 
dealing with the biblical text as a historically accurate 
text. That is why we get problems. For example, what 

shall we do with the tale about the creation, where it is 
told that God created heaven and earth in six days 
and rested on the seventh? Is it really required of us as 
Christians that we should believe this literally? If we had 
to, it would be impossible to believe without doing 
violence on our intellect.

However, the Bible is not a text that will give us exact, 
historical knowledge. It is not a scientific text. The Bible 
is a religious text that will give us an interpretation of

life, give us a basis for the life with each 

other. The tale of the creation is not a 
scientific text, although it many times is 
repeated that it is by both atheists who 
want ridicule Christianity, and Christians

who, in a misguided 
fundamentalism, 
would claim that the 
Bible is the word of 
God from the first 
uppercase letter to 
the last sentence and 
therefore it is not 

allowed us to make a 
spiritual interpretation. 
The tale of the 
creation is primarily a 
theological expression 
of the fact that this 
world, the universe, 
and the life as such 
belongs to God and is 
the object of his love. 
The Bible is not exact 
information, the Bible 
is concerned about 
life.
(…)



(…) When you highlight the untrustworthy language of 
the Bible, as opposed to the credible language of 
science, one often claims that it was much easier to 
understand the Bible in the first centuries after the time 
of Jesus, because at that time they did not have the 
knowledge that we have today. But such a claim is due 
solely to a lack of historical knowledge and insight. 
Already Origin, who lived in the third century, had 
problems with understanding of both the Old Testament 

and the New Testament, and that is why he developed 
the allegorical interpretation system, which later was 
developed to the Four Senses of Scripture interpretation 
system. This means that you can read a text in four 
different ways, the historical, that is the literal under-
standing, the allegorical, which is a pictorial understan-
ding, which is used in the parables of Jesus, the 

typological, that is of persons in the Old Testament as 
prophetic or pointing to people in New Testaments, 
such as the when Paul mentions Jesus as the second 
Adam, i.e. he who restores the relationship of man to 
God after the fall, or the spiritual, when you read the 
text as a revelation of your own life. Origin invented the 
allegorical interpretation system, because the historical, 
literal understanding of the virgin birth, resurrection and 
fall from grace – to name but a few Christian concepts 
– did not make any sense if one alone considered them 
rationally. The Four Senses of Scripture developed as an 
interpretation system was and is necessary to get 
behind the immediate meaning of the words, to 
understand them in a spiritual sense.

There is a medieval, Danish statement about the Four 
Senses of Scripture interpretation system: "The literal
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understanding representing what has happened, the 
allegorical about what, you must believe, the moral of what 
you should do, the spiritual about what you should strive for." 
This statement differs somewhat from allegorical 
interpretation system and is about 1000 years younger, but it 
shows that in the Middle Ages it was also realized that the 
real understanding of the biblical texts is not in a literal 
understanding, but a spiritual understanding that is not 
immediate. The texts of the Bible are mystical in the sense 

that they are about the meaning and purpose of life, about 
the will of God with man, with you and me, and therefore 
they evade an immediate logical understanding.

Although the New Testament is nearly 2000 years old, it is 
present and vivid in its speech to you and me. Jesus Christ 
speaks to us in this moment of the love of God in the 

forgiveness of sins; John the Baptist speaks to us that it is not 
enough for us to call ourselves Christians, but that our faith 
shall prove in our works against our neighbor: Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance! It sounded to the Jews at the time of 
Jesus. It sounds to us in this moment !

Rev. Niels REFSKOU, KJSJ,

Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council



Meeting with Prince Alexander & visit to the Cetinje
Relict General 

In May this year we, HE Brother Bengt Almebäck, Prior of the Priory St 
Eskil in Sweden, and HE Judge Krister Thelin of the Supreme Court of 
the Order, visited Cetinje, the old Capital of Montenegro in order to 
see the relics associated with the Order of St. John. We were greatly 
assisted  by Brother Vaso Pejovic of the Montenegrin Commandery,  
The story of the relics is well know. For the earlier part see this rendition 
from an Orthodox perspective: 
https://orthodoxword.wordpress.com/2014/01/07/the-right-hand-of-
saint-john-the-baptist/. 

After Napoleon’s ousting of the Order from Malta in 1798, the relics 
came under Russian protection. After the revolution in 1917, the Tsar 
Mother, Princess Dagmar of Denmark, brought the relics to Copen-
hagen. In the 20’s they were transported from there to the then 

Kingdom of Yugoslavia, fulfilling the wish of the Romanoffs that the 
Royal House of Karadjordjevic would take over the role as protector of 
the three pieces: an icon, reputedly  painted by St, Luke the Evange-
list, a piece of the Holy Cross, and the embalmed right hand of St. 
John the Baptist. They were all deposited in the Orthodox Monastery of 
Ostrog in Montenegro. 

In the beginning of the 50’s the state of Yugoslavia under Tito laid 
claim to them and forcefully took possession of them. In 1978, they 
found their present place in Cetinje, the icon in the National Art 
Museum, and the cross and hand in the Serb Orthodox Monastery (…)

Meeting with Prince Alexander & 
visit to the Cetinje Relics of St. John

7

https://orthodoxword.wordpress.com/2014/01/07/the-right-hand-of-saint-john-the-baptist/


(…) there. Presently, three powers are vying for control: 
The government of Montenegro (who wants to make a 
tourist attraction of them), The Serb Orthodox Church 
having physical possession of two of the relics and The 
Royal House of ”the Crown”, with its head Crown Prince 
Alexander (the son of King Peter II) residing in Belgrade, 
claiming the role as legitime protector according to the 
King Peter II Constitution of 1964.  

Before the visit to Cetinje, the Swedish Ambassador to 
Serbia, HE Jan Lundin in Belgrade, organized a luncheon 
for us, HRH Crown Prince Alexander and the President of 
his Privy Council, professor Dragomir Acovic. The main 
topic of the conversation was of course the Order. It was 
most enlightening. Before the meeting HRH Crown Prince 
Alexander and professor Dragomir Acovic had been 

given an opportunity to read the Document A (On the 
legitimacy of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knight 
Hospitaller under the Constitution of March 19, 1964 given 
by HM King Peter II). A bound copy of the document was 
given as a gift to His Royal Highness,  which was greatly 
appreciated.

Krister Thellin, OSJ,
Supreme Judge.

From left to right: HE 
Bengt Almebäck, HRH 
Crown Prince Alexander, 
HE Krister Thelin.
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May 5th, 2018, Bahama’s, Investiture

Dear Excellencies, Brother and Sisters, 

I am most grateful to The Commandery of the West Indies
for hosting The Americas Priory Solemn Ceremony of 
Investiture in Nassau, The Bahamas on May 5th.

The Commandery of The West Indies is comprised of 
members from several Caribbean Islands. As we are all
aware, the wrath of last year’s hurricane season has left

unprecedented devastation throughout the Caribbean. 
Yet with great fortitude and loyalty to the Order, our
members persevered in making our Solemn Ceremony of 
Investiture so memorable for our new Knight and Dames 
and for all in attendance. It was a moving and intimate
Ceremony and always so lovely and inspiring to visit with
our Brothers and Sisters, family and friends.

Investiture is a reminder of our commitment to our mission 
“For Faith and For Service to Humanity”, offering us an
opportunity to renew our vows and witness the accolade 
of knighthood bestowed upon our new Knights and
Dames.

A very special thank you to Chevalier Owen Bethel, 

Investiture Chair and The Americas Priory Herald, Chevalier
Duncan Hurd, for their most gracious hospitality and (…)

COMMANDERY OF THE WEST-INDIES (USA)                           
INVESTITURE 

Leading the procession:

Dame Isabelle Paul
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Knighting of Dame Alma Kingston 

Knighting of Chevalier Harvey William Kingston 

Host of The Solemn Ceremony of Investiture, Chevalier
Owen Bethel, Dame Pamela Hurd, Chevalier Duncan Hurd.

Prelates Reverend Patrick L. Adderley, 
Dean & Rector Christ Church Cathedral
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(…) the time they dedicated to making The Solemn Ceremony of 
Investiture so welcoming for Dame Kathleen Lazar DeBerry
Brungard, Dame Alma Kingston and Chevalier Harvey William 
Kingston.

Thank you to His Honor Amb. Klaus H. Priebe, Dame Luz Highfield, 
Vice Commander of the Commandery of The West Indies for
introducing our new Knight and Dames to the Order. Our sincere
appreciation to Dean Reverend Patrick L. Adderley and to the
Prelates and staff of the Congregation of Christ Church Cathedral
for their attention to every detail, professionalism and above all, 
their spiritual guidance.

I would like to thank visiting dignitaries, Grand Commander Paul 
Borg, Commander of The Commandery of Florida, Dame Isabelle 
Paul, Chevalier Ralph Buchholz, Lieutenant to the Grand 
Commander, representing The Priory of Switzerland, Dame Mary-
Elaine and David Morris representing The Commandery of New 
York.

I am most grateful to the members of The Commandery of The 
West Indies for their devotion and commitment to Pro Fide, Pro 
Utilitate Hominum.

Your generosity will make it possible for proceeds raised to benefit 
The Bahamas Feeding Network. In December 2013, and after

decades of individually tackling the hunger crisis in The Bahamas, 
13 organizations came together to form The Bahamas Feeding
Network (BFN). 

Ann VAN NESS, GCSJ,
Grand Prior of The 

Americas Grand Priory

Commander of The Commandery of The West Indies: 

Chev, Dr. Alfred Anduze

Knighting of Dame Kathleen Lazar DeBerry Brungard
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I have said these things
to you, that in me 

you may have peace. 
In the world you will

have tribulation.
But take heart; have overcome the world.

John, 13:22



An Italian professor of philosophy 
and literature, Nuccio Ordine, 

wrote a little book which, after 
translation into English, became 
an immediate international 
bestseller. The title of the book: 
The Usefulness of the Useless 
(2012). It is a passionate plea for 
the importance of what is at first 
sight useless, such as art, Bildung, 
fundamental research, literature, 
the human sciences. All these 
things are seen as useless or 
frivolous in a culture in which 
immediate gain and success are

REFLECTIONS 

on The USEFULNESS of the USELESS
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Paradoxically, a utilitarian mentality is counterproductive 
even for science and technology themselves. This is 
demonstrated in a small essay which is reproduced at the 
end of Ordine’s book, an essay written already in 1939 by 

Abraham Flexner, the founding director of the Institute for 
Advanced Study in Princeton. Its title: The Usefulness of 
Useless Knowledge. 

deep questions, motivated solely by curiosity and without 
concern for applications, often leads not only to the 
greatest scientific discoveries, but also to the most 
revolutionary technological breakthroughs. This is one of 
the great paradoxes of scientific research. Flexner’s book is 
more relevant than ever. Schools and universities are more 

and more organized and managed in a utilitarian way. 
(…)

considered the only or at least the ultimate values, and in 

which besides science and technology especially 
management, competition and marketing are the tools 
to obtain them. This mercantile and utilitarian mentality 
has a disastrous effect on human society and on these 
values which are or should be at its core, such as love, 
compassion and respect for dignity. These values cannot 
be upheld and transmitted in the broader society without 

the ‘useless’ activities mentioned earlier. To appreciate 
love in its many forms, people need edifying tales and 
images transmitting and glorifying these forms. 

On The USEFULNESS of the USELESS

Already in those days Flexner 
attacked the tendency to direct 
resources predominately 
towards research with immedi-
ate practical use, and away 
from fundamental research
(research with no direct use or 
application in view). It may 
seem right to concentrate on 
immediately identifiable and 
urgent problems; but one should 
not do this at the expense of 
fundamental research.

The search for answers to 



REFLECTIONS 
on The USEFULNESS of the USELESS

(…) They are seen as organizations where clients can 
obtain the necessary competences to make it in life, and 

where research is done with the aim to further the 
competitiveness of nations and their businesses in the 
knowledge economy. According to Flexner and Ordine, it 
can be demonstrated that research for its own sake, or 
education for the sake of Bildung (also in literature and 
‘dead’ languages or cultures) prove in many ways not 
useless at all. That usefulness of the useless is jeopardized 
by the new business attitude taken towards all education.

end a reduction of the useless to the useful, be it of 
later or potential usefulness? Is this not just a more so-
phisticated utilitarianism? This is perhaps the real danger of 

the utilitarian attitude: that even the most valuable things in 
life can in the end only be seen as valuable if they too can 
somehow be shewn to take the form of what is useful. So we 
have to ask ourselves: Is there not a deeper truth in the 
expression ‘the usefulness of the useless’ than the expression 
itself suggests ? 
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that friendship is a very important value in human life. It is a 

value that is not a means to something else. If one would 
think so, one would demonstrate not to understand what 
friendship means. This is not to say that friendship cannot be 
of use. Friends are not there for our use, but sometimes they 
may be particularly useful. The usefulness of friends can be a 
by-product of friendship. But that is not the essence, only its 
by-product. (…)

But is this plea for the usefulness of the useless not in the

In order to 
explore this truth, 
let us rephrase 

the expression 
‘the usefulness of 
the useless’ by 
‘the value of the 
useless’. Perhaps 
in this way we 
can discover its 
more funda-
mental meaning. 
Who will dispute



REFLECTIONS 
on The USEFULNESS of the USELESS

(…) Even if friends are no longer of any possible use, one 
remains loyal to one’s friends. Friendship remains of value, 
even though its value is of no use. If one reduces value to 
what is useful (even though possibly only in the end), one 
does not seem to understand what is ultimately valuable in 
human life. Therefore, the utilitarian mentality cannot but 
have a disastrous effect on those things that make human 
life really worthwhile, things like friendship, or education. If 
a university becomes a tool in the service of individual and 
collective gain and success, how could it contribute to 
deep learning and fundamental research?
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Of something completely abstract, something that 
destroys in its course every other human value as 
intrinsically valuable. The things that are intrinsically valuable 
(even though possibly not useful) in human life are never just 

of one kind, they can take many different concrete forms for 
different people in different times: the raising of children, the 
preservation of great works of art, the visitation of friends, the 
celebration of the gods, the telling of stories, etc. That is the 
advantage of these things: their incredible richness and diver-
sity allowing very different people to have ‘rich’, valuable 
lives in the devotion to these goals. 

Of course, to engage in those multiple forms of life itself re-
quires the production of different resources and means: 
food for the children, means of transport, techniques to 
preserve paintings, and so on.  (…)

The reduction 
of all values to 
what is useful, is 

a reductio ad 
absurdum of 
human life. It 
would be a life 
geared always 
to the same, 
the production 
of more and 
better means 
to obtain more 
and more of 
the same, i.e., 
gain or success. 
Ultimately for 
the sake of 

what? 



REFLECTIONS 
on The USEFULNESS of the USELESS

(…) But the real value of the means is dependent on
the intrinsic value of the goals. Sometimes some peo-
ple may even take a deep interest in certain means for their 

own sake, e.g., creating knowledge and technology ‘for 
themselves’ (that itself may turn out to be unexpectedly 
useful, as Flexner demonstrated).
Utilitarian thinking presents itself as undeniably, self-evidently 
rational and realistic. Any other form of thinking is naïve, the 
product of a ‘soft’ mentality, the mentality of losers. But at 
closer inspection, it is itself an abstract, irrational form of 
thinking. It mistakes what is subordinate for what is essential, 
means for goals, what is relative for what is absolute. 
Instrumental rationality reduced to itself becomes irratio-
nality. In his famous book Orthodoxy G.K. Chesterton wrote: 
“The madman is not the man who has lost his reason. The 
madman is the man who has lost everything except his 
reason.” Utilitarian reason masquerades as progress, but 
unknown to itself it is really destructive, not really useful at all.

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ 
Prof. Em., 

Philosophy dept., 
Catholic University of Leuven (B).
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Manhattan Beach Hotel, April 12th, 2018

Members of the New York 
Commandery based in Lost Angeles 
held a fundraising luncheon for U.S. 
Vets at the Ayres Hotel in Manhat-
tan Beach pm 12th April. U.S.Vets is 

a non-profit organizations which
delivers housing, employment and
counseling to military veterans, 
some of whom served as early as 
World War II. With 20 residential sites 
and 9 service centers in 13 cities
across 5 states, the District of 
Columbia and the territory of 
Guam, U.S.VETS personnel go into
the local community to find
homeless veterans and guide them
to crucial services that might help 
alleviate the challenges they face 
as a result of their homelessness.The
range of services includes housing

and employment assistance, as well 
as access to veterans benefits and
treatment for mental and physical
health problems and substance
abuse.
(…)

CHARITY: VETERANS LUNCHEON
New York Commandery members in L.A. (USA)
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Ann Van Ness, Robert Stohr, Miatta Snetter, 
Sarah Balducci, Chanise Robinson, Rhea Mac, 
Maggie Cutler, Belinda Cueva, Rashad Moore, 

Kristine Stanley, Adam Castillo.

Patricia Eltinge, Gilbert Holmes

Ann Van Ness, Robert Stohr

Baleny Dia, Amir Dia, Charlene Williams, Terrance
Willliams, John Hunter, Edward Saavedra, 
Amanda Saavedra, George Melgarejo
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Dame Patricia Eltinge chaired the luncheon with

the support of Knights, Dames and friends residing in 
Southern California. Prior Ann Van Ness welcomed the
attendees and emphasized the extraordinary problems
which veterans faced and how U.S. Vets was playing such
an important role in addres-sing these. Executive Director 
of U.S. Vets, Mr. Robert Store addressed the attendees
with some emotional anecdotes of the struggles which
veterans encounter as they return to civilian life. He 
introduced many of his team to the audience, and
incorporated a Q&A session which allowed for
considerable information sharing and some rather
heartbreaking and heartwarming anecdote, especially
from war veterans in the audience.
The event ended with a a Hawaiian prayer for harmony.

Ann VAN NESS, GCSJ,
Grand Prior of The 

Americas Grand Priory

Robert Stohr, Ronald Soderling



Order of St-John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Under the Constitution granted by his Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia

The International Herald

WE WANT 

YOU 
for The International Herald !    

Make yourself heard, from all OSJ units. 

We DO want to know how you are doing over 

there on the Pro Fide, the pro Utilitate Hominum !

Send your contributions in Word format and in 

pictures soon for the next 03/2018 edition to

lambrechtnot@skynet.be, by mid September to

come at the latest. Many thanks !
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The Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, The 
Commandery of New York, and The Guide Dog 
Foundation with America's Vet Dogs held a Holiday Gala 
at the venerable Metropolitan Club in New York City

All proceeds from the event benefited the Guide Dog 
Foundation and America's VetDogs. For more than 70 
years the Guide Dog Foundation has provided guide 
dogs for those in need to promote independence, 
enhance mobility, and live with pride and self-
reliance. Since 2003, America's VetDogs has furnished
guide and service dogs to give assistance to America's
wounded veterans and first responders.

Commander Gretchen Evans, a client of America's Vet 
Dogs delivered a moving speech in which she described
how her hearing dog had changed her life and
lifestyle. After recovering form a bomb blast whilst serving
in Afghanistan, she discovered that she had become
totally deaf. With the help of AVD, she was able to resume 
many of the activities that she had cherished. She
expressed her gratitude to the Order and encouraged us
to remain supportive of the work of the Guide Dog 
Foundation and America's Vet Dogs. 

(…)

Metropolitan Club, New York. 

CHARITY: AMERICA’S VET DOGS
New York Commandery (USA)

Patricia 
and
Thomas 
Shiah

Diana 

Frankel and
Frank 

Hughes

Metropolitan Club in New York City
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(…) The 2018 Gala to take place on 30th November, 
also at the Metropolitan Club will benefit CUMAC, New 
Jersey's largest food bank. 

James J.  Doran, KGSJ,
Herald,

New York 
Commandery

Ann Van Ness

Susan and
Jerry Baker

Karen Sullivan and Claire 
Martinez

Bishop Dean Wolfe
and Ellen Wolfe



HOPE (Part I)

Reflections on

HOPE

seems to be little of it about! Perhaps ‘Hope’ is simply 
another form of nonsense peddled about looking for the 
gullible. In these notes I would like to examine Hope is 
defined in the Shorter Oxford English dictionary as ‘the
expectation of a something desired: desire combined
with expectation’. The word itself is derived from a Middle
English word hopian. However, there is evidence to
suggest that the root of the word goes back to an Indo-
European source key ‘to bend’, hence ‘hoop’ (Watkins, 
1990), and from this one might infer that the idea is to
somehow ‘bend the future’.

‘Hope’ and ‘desire’ are often linked in mythology and the 
story of Pandora magic box. (…)

Poets and Writers 
have extolled it. 
Philosophers and 
Sociologists have 
examined it. 
Theologians have 
praised it, preachers 
have exulted it and 
politicians have 
urged us to accept 
their version of it. 
Patients have 
yearned for it, 
prisoners have 
pleaded for it and 
those who compile 
dictionaries of 
quotations list page 
after page of 
references to it. 
Advertisers promise 
it now, while for the 
religious faithful it 
lies in the hereafter.
Somehow, however, 
hope is in short 
supply for there
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(…) Pandora "the all-gifted" or "the “all-giving" was, on 

the instructions of Zeus, the first human woman created 
by the gods. Each god helped create her by giving her 
unique gifts. Zeus ordered one of the gods to mould her 
out of earth as part of the punishment given to humanity 
after Prometheus stole the secret of fire.
The myth is an attempt to address the question of why 
there is evil in the world. According to this, Pandora 

unable to resist the temptation to leave the magical box 
closed opened a corner of her box and to her horror 
released all the evils of humanity. Zeus had warned one
god (Epime-
theus) to 
ensure the 
box be kept 
closed, for he 
had been at 
pains to 
imprison all 
the Spites that 
might plague 
mankind 
these 
included Old 
Age, Labour, 
Sickness, 
Insanity, Vice 
and Passion. 
Out these 
flew in a 
cloud which 
then 
attacked the 
race of 
mortals. 

Hope, however, always wily and deceitful, persuaded 

them otherwise and humanity must now endure them 
forever.
The reminder by Robert Graves that but for the treachery 
of ‘hope’ all ‘the Spites that might plague mankind: such 
as Old Age, Labour, Sickness, Insanity, Vice and Passion’ 
would have committed suicide.
A common anti-feminist interpretation of Pandora’s story 

went on to influence both Jewish and Christian theology, 
while later poets, dramatists, painters and sculptors 
made her their subject and over the course of five 
centuries contributed new insights into her motives and 
significance.
In the Judeo-Christian religions hope is often seen as 
being pivotal to the faith. Faith or trust in the promise of 
deliverance being the basis of belief. Many years ago 
Arnold Toynbee even argued that Judaism was able to 
turn a small nomadic Semitic tribe’s humiliation and 
defeat into triumph after the intervention of their God, 
who was said to be only a minor deity in the region... 
American evangelical hymns still reflect this although of 
course they do not recognize that Jahweh was but one 
of many deities contesting for a place at the time..

Certainly the presence of hope is seen to be a given 
basic for many religious followers. Driving past a local 
church the billboard outside proclaims the message:-

WITHOUT CHRIST A HOPELESS END
WITH CHRIST ENDLESS HOPE

Perhaps slogans which purport to be providing the 
answer to life’s mysteries aggravate the sense of 
hopelessness so prevalent and may even aggravate the 
sense of hopelessness so. Thurber was shocked by the 
use of such slogans describing it as ‘a bringing down of 
God to the people’s level’. 
(…)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prometheus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire
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(…) A recent report in the weekly magazine ‘Time’ 
notes that 10 million American adults have a serious 
mental illness, and a similar number have considered 
suicide over the past year.. The suicides in adolescents 
are increasing year by year and along with drug abuse 
are all clear indicators of the sense of hopelessness 
experienced by so many.
The WHO has predicted the ‘loss of hope’ for nearly the 
last 50 years, and the epidemic of depressive illnesses
along with the rise of both suicides and suicidal 

attempts ratifies its prediction.
The so-called sixties were characterised as the age of 
anxiety but the WHO has predicted that the major 
disorder on the planet will be depressive states, these 
states are all associated with hopelessness.
The American poet Vachel Lindsay accurately 
described the problem his poem and in doing so 
speaks of his own death which followed his death in 
1931 after drinking poison.
Let not young souls be smothered out before
They do quaint deeds and fully flaunt their pride.
It is the world's one crime its babes grow dull,
Its poor are ox-like, limp and leaden-eyed.
Not that they starve; but starve so dreamlessly,
Not that they sow, but that they seldom reap,
Not that they serve, but have no gods to serve,
Not that they die, but that they die like sheep.

A recent report released in the USA found suicides, a 
common indicator of hopelessness, noted that rates 
increased significantly in most states between 1999 and 
2016, with 25 states experiencing increases of greater 

than 30%. The report also suggested that more than half 
of people who died by suicide did not have a known 
mental health condition.

Suicide is a critical issue for all of us who work in health 
care,” APA President Altha Stewart, M.D., said in state-
ment released in June, 2018. “We know from other research 
that most people who die by suicide have mental health 
conditions, though they may not have been formally 

diagnosed or treated. People should know that suicide is 
preventable. Anyone contemplating suicide should know 
that help is available, and that there is no shame in seeking 
care for your mental health.”
(…)

https://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/760692/29124928/6125493_/~www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/wr/mm6722a1.htm?s_cid=mm6722a1_w
https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjYyt3jqvHbAhVEL1AKHbkJBZQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.istockphoto.com/illustrations/hope&psig=AOvVaw1sVhcY07nL-G5ecSpkumMu&ust=1530102671834726
https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjYyt3jqvHbAhVEL1AKHbkJBZQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.istockphoto.com/illustrations/hope&psig=AOvVaw1sVhcY07nL-G5ecSpkumMu&ust=1530102671834726
https://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/760692/29124928/6125493_/~www.psychiatry.org/newsroom/news-releases/apa-reacts-to-increase-in-suicide-rates-calls-for-access-to-mental-health-care
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(…) Becoming a teenager shortly after the Second 
World War finished we were often reminded that this 
time, unlike the disaster which followed the 

completion of the First World War, that with the 
United Nations we had defeated war forever, and 
that the war to end all wars had finally been ended. 
Lectures, seminars and sermons proclaimed a 
golden age to come and the future for us all was 
filled with hope. Time and again the story of 
Pandora’s box was used to illustrate the theme, for it 
was said, that all the evils had been released from 
the mythical Pandora’s box and there, at the 
bottom of the box, hope was to be found. Praise be! 
The golden age was upon us. (WW1 had been 
described as ‘the Great War’ to which the eponym 
(an Oxymoron if ever one!) was attributed.

Perhaps it is not surprising that many people are 

turning to those belief systems which appear to offer 
hope. The more dogmatic, the more certain then 
the more likely the belief system is to be accepted. 
The rise of fundamentalism in all cultures and in all 
religions suggests that certainty is sought as never 
before and , as we shall see, the more yearning and 
even absurd the measures taken to deal with the 
sense of hopelessness.
We do live in strange times but never before have I 
heard a Presidential spokesman speak of the Hell 
awaiting those who disagree with the 
President(12th/June2018)To be fair the Speaker 
apologised on the 13th but then the President said 
that Canada had to be punished for some misde-
meanour.

Karl Marx said that religion was the opium of the people 
and in doing so he was referring to the hope offered 

the faithful which enabled people endure the most 
horrific hardships with extraordinary stoicism and 
perhaps even enthusiasm. As a prototype of the good 
things to come Russian citizens were invited to 
contribute to the building of the Metro station as part of 
the Underground subway in Moscow shortly after the 
Russian Revolution of 1917. This station was the herald 
of Utopia to come with the success of the Communist 
Revolution, for the station was a taste of that which was 
to come with abundance and luxury for all in the near 
future. After the first World War it was a sign of the good 
times to come for the children and after World War Two 
the building was for the grandchildren. (Gollwitzer, 
1956). The past decade has shown the dream to be 
further away than ever. As a popular American song of 

the time had it ‘manâna is soon enough for me’. (…)
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(…) These practices correspond to one of four types of 
coping (problem solving and goal seeking, activating a 
core identity, emotion regulation, and relational coping) 
that clinicians can use depending on the strengths of the 

specific patient. Moreover, they can be emplGriffith, the
chair of psychiatry at George Washington University (GWU) 
School of Medicine, described his having identified 14 
discrete psychotherapeutic practices, or interventions, in the
psychotherapy literature that foster hope in patients. oyed in 
a crisis situation without formal psychotherapeutic training.
Griffith, the chair of psychiatry at George Washington 
University (GWU) School of Medicine, described his having 
identified 14 discrete psychotherapeutic practices, or 
interventions, in the psychotherapy literature that foster 
hope in patients.
He described several clinical vignettes in which the “hope” 
modules were employed to meet and challenge the 
demoralizing life situations faced by individual patients. For 
instance, he described a suicidal patient in despair because 

her house was being foreclosed, and her dog - a compa-
nion of many years - had recently died. The reminder by
Robert Graves that but for the treachery of ‘hope’ all ‘the
Spites that might plague mankind such as Old Age, Labour, 
Sickness, Insanity, Vice and Passion’would have committed
suicide. Hope, however, always wily and deceitful, 
persuaded them otherwise and humanity must now endure

them forever.
I have noted that when the question is asked the sufferer 
only wants to hear the words of comfort and the temptation 
to equivocate seems to difficult to handle. Does it do any
harm if what is quaintly called a ‘white lie’ is shared. 
Could it be that no harm is done to the patient although it 
may be that this cannot be said of the adviser ?

Lectures, seminars and sermons proclaimed a golden 
age to come and the future for us all was filled with hope. 
Time and again the story of Pandora’s box was used to 
illustrate the theme, for it was said, that all the evils had 
been released from the mythical Pandora’s box and 
there, at the bottom of the box, hope was to be found. 
Praise be! The golden age was upon us. (WW1 had been 
described as ‘the Great War’ (an Oxymoron if ever one!) 
Hope, however, always wily and deceitful, persuaded 
them otherwise and humanity must now endure them 
forever.

Prof. Em. William McLeod
BA, MDBS, DPM, KSJ,

Aros Cdry.

TE BE CONTINUED IN THE 
3/2018 EDITION !!!
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Technically, 

Mozes was the

first man to use a 

tablet to download 

data from the

cloud.



Hasselt (B), June 23rd & 24th 2018 

GRAND PRIORY of the BENELUX
Joint FEAST of ST-JOHN and INVESTITURE

The 2018 Investiture and Feast of St. John started the day
before, Saturday 23rd,  with a guided visit to the Jenever 
museum in Hasselt in the afternoon and a Friendship’s
Dinner at the Radisson Sky Lounge on the 18th floor in 
the evening. Both activities were a good start to a Feast
of St John in full fraternity and sisterhood throughout all

Commanderies, After a good night’s sleep, we were
more ready than ever for a solemn St. John’s celebra-
tion and Investiture, exactly on our Patron’s day on June 
24th. We welcomed 12 new Knights/Dames and 7 
Donates, The Knights and Dames to be invested all (…)

360° sunset view from the Sky Lounge, Hasselt

An attentive audience at the museum 

A 3 dozen ambient
company on the
18th floor
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Golden Medals of Merit to Hon. Cdr. Etienne LEIRMAN, Hon. 
Cdr. Luc VANERUM and – unfortunately - posthumously to
Hon. Vice-Chancellor Jaak LIPKENS

7 Donates applauded by the Benelux Priory
members after expressing their vows

One of twelve Donates expressing the
Knight’s/Dame’s Investiture vows
towards the Extraordinary General 

Chapter chair committee: Grand Prior, 
Prelate and organizing Commander.

Promoted Knights applauded by the Chapter
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Forming of the procession to the
Cathedral and Investiture Mass

Part of our friends of the
Hof van Loon party 
courteously welcoming
us at the Cathedral
entrance

(…) firmly expressed their motivation to join our ranks, at 
the Knights Wake at the Cathedral in the evening on 
June 20th. 

Ceremonial
briefing

Knight’s Wake in the Cathedral

Then Donate
now Dame  
Ann De 
Ceulaerde
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Partner-program during the Chapter, on 
Worshipping of the Virgin Mary in the Low 
Countries, by Professor Wilmots

While the Extraordinary General Chapter took place, accepting
the vows of the Knights and Dames to be invested, and these of 
the Donates to be accepted, and attributing the promotions and
medals of Merit to the meritious members, the partner program 
was an exposé by Professor Wilmots on the Worshipping of the

Virgin Mary in the Low Countries. In silent and worthy
procession the group headed to the Cathedral, where
we were awaited by the partners and families, the Saint 
Amaryllis Choir, and a party of musians among whom our
own Cdry. Loon Brother Luc Ponet, a reputed Bach 
interpreter, at the organ. In the solemn Investiture Mass, 

lead by our Prelate and assisted by several Chaplains (…)

Still life picture of the musicians, part of the
choir and few of the Donates

Last 
‘Good
luck’ 
and
‘Enjoy’ 
to the
Com-
mander
in 
charge

After this investiture, we’ll be 171 Knights and dames and
7 Donates in the Low Countries’ Priory
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Cdry Loon Chaplain Rev. Robert 
Bollen, Cdry. Brabant Dean 
Koen Jacobs and Cdry, Slype-
Caestre Chaplain Rev. 
Can. Patrick De Grieck

Prelate Hans Vanackere 
blessing and incensing the
Knight’s crosses and mantles
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(…) and deans of different Commanderies, with some 350 

people gathered in the Cathedral, 12 new members were
invested by our Grand Prior Stefaan VANDENDRIESSCHE, 
GCSJ, on behalf of the Lieutenant-Grandmaster, and 7 
Donates were accepted. The vows pledged by the newly

invested Knights and Dames and by the Donates each year
offer an excellent occasion to evaluate one’s own efforts

pro fide pro utilitate hominum and to set new goals of better
achievement for the years to come. After the the official 
pictures being taken, the group returned to the (…) 
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(…) hotel for a delicious and swiftly served banquet, where all
certificats of elevation and letters of affiliation granted by the
Lieutenant-Grandmaster and Grand Commander and deli-
vered by the Headquarters were handed out, and where
strictly minimal speeches were granted not to interrupt the
cordial gathering and dinner. 
The Organizing Commandery Loon was very glad to receive
a large number of positive comments on the organisation of 
this yearly solemn Feast of St. John with Investiture, from our

Brothers and Sister of the St. Alexander Nevsky Priory as well.

Pictures: courtesy of Mr. Jos Smets, 
Brother Fons Marien and spouse Rita, 

and Brother Yannick Boes,

Honoring in 
different forms

of our late 
Brother Jaak 

Lipkens, 
handed to our

Sister and his 
widow Lucia 

Janssens

Table named ‘Loon’

We wish our our dear Brothers and Sisters 
of the Commandery Slype-Caestre all
the best of luck and stamina in organi-
zing next year’s Feast of St-John in Diks-
muide, in Flander’s Fields.

Jan Lambrecht, GCSJ,
Vice-Prior

Low Countries

Priory
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Science without 
religion is lame, 

religion without science
is blind. 

Albert Einstein



OPEN UP TO YOUR INNER CHILD

CHARITY: CHILDREN HELPING CHILDREN
St. Sunniva Commandery, Norway

Dear brothers and sisters,
In Markus 10:13-15 we hear this well-known story about Jesus 
and the children: “(..) they were bringing children to him that 
he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. But 
when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, Let the 

children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs 
the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it”.
A beautiful text with many layers, and I always thought that our 
lord Jesus Christ, besides the obvious lesson to not hinder the 
children from learning about Him, also wants us to remember 
to take the Children with us in our daily life and doings, so they 
can learn from practice and example how the world works. 

How could we as Hospitaler Knights and 
Dames  expect the coming generation to learn 
about the faith we try to protect, and to work for the 
best for humanity, if we not let them into our work 
and show them how we do it?

36

I’ve earlier written about our project “Children helping 
children” (OSJ Herald no.2, 2017) where Sjoeskogen
SFO, An after school/kindergarten project for several 

years have earned a lot of money arranging markets 
and family shows and donated it to cancer sick 
children and youth. This year was no exception. Near 
3500 Euros was earned on their annual spring market, 
and as always donated through Aas Hospitaler group 
to the cancer sick, this time earmarked for buying 
presents to children and youth hospitalized for 
radiation treatment. (…)



(…) As a reward to the children each year a small group gets 
a special trip to the Radium Hospital in Oslo invited by the Ass 
Hospitaler group and the hospitals leisure leader Thora 
Kollenborg. Here they get an exhibition on the hospital and 
shown how the daily life and treatment for the hospitalized 
children and youth is. This trip always makes a big impression 
on the children, something the silence and serious mood in 
the cars driving home witness about. But already the next 
week they’re at it planning the autumn market 2018, without 
hesitation working for others that don’t have the same good 
health and fortune as them self. Fantastic children and a 
good example for both young and grownups.

a little bit more like a child in our encounters with each 
other and the world; open for new impulses, free from 
prejudices and pre-judgements of each other whatever 
our social background, skin color and religious views 
might be, and without thought of personal gain and 
future positions. First then will we be able to truly work for 
the best for humanity, and our faith. Remember our 
savior Jesus Christ words; “(..) whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it”. I wish 

you all a fantastic summer with your loved ones, and 
your work for our cause. 

Frank Jakobsen, CJSJ, 
Commander St. Sunniva Commandery, Norway,

Prior, Nordic Priory.
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Dear brothers and sisters. The children meet the world with 
an open mind, something we grownups often fail to do.

Could we with 
our many 
years of expe-
riences and 
knowledge 
have some-
thing to learn 
from these 
young 
humans? Yes, I 
say. Let us all 
try to be 



Centro Diocesano de Espiritualidade Imacu-
lado Coração de Maria, Turcifal (near Lisbon, 
PR), June 14-17th, 2018 

PRO FIDE: European Forum of National Laity
STUDY ASSEMBLY 2018 & STATEMENT

The European Forum of National Laity Committees (in short 
European Laity Forum: ELF) organises a study assembly every
two years. This year it was held at Turcifal, near Lisbon, from
June 14th to 17th on the topic "Human Rights, Christian 
values and Catholic Social Teaching".

The opening speech was held by Prof. Dr. Erik Borgman, 
Systematic Theology at University of Tilburg, lay Dominican
from The Netherlands. The focus of the theme was on art 18 
and art 19 of the UDHR. The theme was approached and
discussed from different perspectives influencing our daily
life. Therefore, the Portuguese delegation invited four

speakers to introduce the topic and share with the parti-
cipants in discussions: Dr. Isabel Jonet, Director of the Food 
Bank against Hunger; Dr. André Costa Jorge, Director of 
Jesuit Refugee Service Portugal; Dr. Henrique Mota, Director 
of the Federation of European Publishers; and Dr. Carlos 
Palma, General Coordinator of Living Peace International 
Project.

The participants were very much impressed by the lectures
by Prof. Erik Borgman, the contents of statements by
committed Portuguese Christians and the organisation and
the hospitality of the Portuguese colleagues. 

The Steering Committee was elected and will shape the (…)

38
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(…) activities of ELF during the next four years, led by the
new president Josian Caproens from Belgium. Members are 
Pavol Kossey (Slovakia), Lillian Kristensen (Denmark), 
Alexandra Viana Lopes (Portugal), John Mossop (Sweden, 

treasurer), John Smartt (England and Wales, secretary).

At the end a statement on the topic was discussed and
accepted: you will find the original English text in the next 
page. 

The structure of the ELF is as follows: the Statutory Assembly 

and the Presidents’ Council are the only decision-taking
bodies. The Steering Committee, consisting of 7 members 
including the President and the Secretary, is the executive 
body.

The EUROPEAN FORUM OF NATIONAL LAITY COMMITTEES 
(ELF) is an organisation aiming at promoting regular
contacts between the national committees or councils of 
the Catholic laity in Europe.
To achieve that aim, the Forum intends to facilitate the
exchange of experiences and information between its
members on questions of European importance, especially
concerning the problems of the mission of the Church in 
the world and its pastoral work. The ELF organises, among
other things,  study meetings every two years in one of the

member countries, dealing with pastoral and socio-political
topics together with experts invited to share their expertise 
on specific questions.
The ELF keeps contact and wants to strengthen it with the
European structures of bishops’ conferences (CCEE and
COMECE) as well as with other organisations of the
Catholic Church at European level (CCPE, UCESM and
others), the Pontifical Council for the Laity, and churches

and organisations of other Christian traditions and ecume-
nical movements.
The realization of the Gospel and its social ethics is an
important task for a humane future of Europe. That’s why
the Christian lay people, - in co-operation and shared 
responsibility with the priests and other ordained people –
have and will have to play a growing role in our Church
and in society.
As ELF we are convinced that due to our frequent contacts
we will be capable of offering proposals for solutions in our
more and more globalised world.

We also wish to encourage other national lay committees
by means of our joint activities to take up their responsibi-
lities on the national level.
It’s by respecting the specialty of everyone, who is 
anchored in his/her culture, that we want to promote and
make ours the European motto “unity in diversity”.
Website: http://www.europ-forum.org  (in adjust-

ment)  (…).
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Josian CAPROENS, DSJ,
Chairperson ELF

(…) European Forum of National Laity Committees
Forum Européen des Comités Nationaux des Laïcs

Europäisches Forum der Nationalen Laienkomitees

STATEMENT
On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights the European Laity Forum 
made up of 18 countries met in Lisbon/Portugal on the
topic of Human Rights, Christian values and Catholic Social
Teaching.
Through inspiring presentations on foodbanks, refugees, 
media and peace we were confirmed that a way of life 
and activities, following the Gospels and Christian Social

Teaching, also contributes to the realisation of Human 
Rights. That is what Christians can bring, and should bring
to the public sphere.
We as individuals and organisations recognise that it is our
responsibility to stand for Human Rights in all situations and
for all human beings.
We stand for Religious freedom in our own countries and
world wide. All religions have the potential for peace and
should not be part of the problem but part of the solution. 
They should not be confined to the private sphere but 
Christians must bring their views and beliefs to the public 
square. Dialogue is essential in order to assist one another
in the quest for the truth in the culture of mutual respect.
We, as individuals and Christian organisations, must 
respond to the crisis of hospitality and lack of solidarity for

all those in need and excluded from society. This includes
refugees and those on the periphery of society.
We must raise the awareness in our society and criticize the
subtle and open persecution of Christians in many

countries in the world and call upon our

governments to act and to guarantee the dignity
of all human beings.
Freedom of expression also means we must make space
for everyone to say what they have to say. That also
applies to access to the media and includes mutual
respect in dialogue.
Concern with Human Rights does not only demand
dialogue with other denominations and religions, but we 
also have to learn from the world because God is already
in the world.
In this dialogue we have to be clear on what we stand 
for and risk being different.
Lay people work “as human beings of the church in the
middle of the world and as human beings of the world
within the church”. (Puebla nr. 786)

Statement of the participants of the Study Assembly of 
the European Forum of National Laity Committees, 15-17 
of June 2018, in Lisboa/Portugal.

Yours most sincerely,



REFLECTIONS
on the Power of SINCERETY
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Sincerity is the alignment of your thoughts, words and actions with your intention. Simple sincerity in all things is the 
beginning of all progress. It is an important method and a result of progress on the spiritual path. 
Life and your conditioning will throw you off any path before you reach your destination if you do not possess sincerity. 
Sincerity is a power. When you are absolutely sincere, your tendency is to make a constant effort to live in harmony 
with the highest ideal of your being. At every moment, in all that you think, feel and try to do, you should try to 

connect with the truth of your being. 
To be sincere is to be honest, however it is not simply not telling a lie. Insincerity is, in a subtle way, accepted in our 
culture. It developed as a means of outsmarting others, as a means of manipulating and of covering up our weaknes-
ses and imperfections. Insincerity is a consequence of egoism and it manifest as self-delusion, falsehood, lying and 
exaggeration. Insincerity is hypocrisy and it blocks clarity and insight. It keeps us stuck in the way we are; it does not let 
us progress by learning from our mistakes. 
What might the world look like if we all interacted with absolute sincerity? 
To develop sincerity all the contradictions within oneself must be eliminated. You can begin to reduce these contra-
dictions by dropping preferences, desires, attractions, dislikes and aversions, one by one. By being as sincere as you 
possibly can, you can work on transforming the ego. 
Suggested practice: is it possible to live in perfect sincerity? Is it possible to never deceive even yourself? Is it possible 
to never close your eyes to something difficult, pretending it isn’t there so you do not have to deal with it? For one 
hour, try to be absolutely sincere and see how difficult it is. Let nothing pass unexamined. 
None of us are absolutely sincere, nor are our thoughts, words and actions untainted with egoism. None of us are 
absolutely correct or right in all situations. We are all a mix. It is only when we really look at our self closely in the light of 
our highest consciousness that we are able to recognize the insincere, dishonest, hypocritical, egoistic movements. 
Only through awareness will we be able to eliminate them from our nature. We have to strive for continuous detached 
awareness or such movements will keep us out of alignment with our true Self. 
Lord, I open myself to the gifts of humility, simplicity and sincerity.
Help me to see each of them as a precious gift that You wish to bestow 
upon me.
May my mind comprehend them and my will embrace them.

Jesus, I trust in You.
Inez Vermeulen, 

DSJ 



International obituary:

It is pleasure to announce once more that no Knight or Dame active on the international level has been called to join

our Lord. Several members in diffferent Priories unfortunately passed away from this life: our deepest gratitude remains

for their achievements and fraternity within and beyond the Order. May they all rest in the peace of our Lord ! 

Elections and Nominations:

No messages reached us on this matter,

Little word from the Editor
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 2/2018 edition. From different corners of the OSJ-world, nice

things swarmed in, mostly ‘around’ the deadline . 

Keep up the good work, and do NOT forget to send me content in Word and pictures by the end August to come, at 

the latest  ! 

Awaiting all that is storming in for the next 03/2018 issue on my e-mail adress notaris@notarislambrecht.be, I do 

absolutely remain,

Personalia

Yours most sincerely in X° and St-John.

Jan Lambrecht, GCSJ, 

Editor
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