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obvious reason for this is that any Constitution or for that 
matter any legal rule can only be changed by the authority 
that gave it, but since King Peter provided no way in the 
text to make amendments and there is no ruling King to do 
it the text cannot be changed. So, the amendments made 

by the Vancouver Order cannot stand in the eventual 
situation. Of course, the Constitution provides to give Rules 
for matters which are not mentioned in the text, and that is 
what both Orders have done in their own way and that is 
perfectly open to discussion.

The second condition is that the Headquarters of the Order 
must be perpetually in Malta. This has as the historical 
reason that shortly before his death King Peter instituted the 
Russian Grand Priory in Malta as a direct lineage from the 
Russian Grand Priory created by the Tsar, King Peter being 
obedient to the heritage as the nearest Royal descendant 
of the last Tsar.
(…)

Knights and Dames in St. John, 

In the latest issue of the International Herald there was 
an article which put forward the rumor that I as 
Lieutenant Grand Master was supposed to take part in 
that capacity in the upcoming Sovereign Council of the 
Vancouver Order in Finland in June this year, which 
could give the impression that serious negotiations were 
to take place between the two branches of our Order, 
Malta and Vancouver, with the intention of providing a 
reunification. I am obliged to inform that there is nothing 
to this rumor, being probably a misunderstanding since I 
am going to Finland at approximately the same time, 
but that is at a meeting in the Nordic Priory.

Apart from this there have been in recent years some 
initiatives to bring about reunification negotiations even 
presenting quite detailed schedules as to how these 
talks could be started and carried through. Some of you 
may have seen or heard something about these 
suggestions. This also has no substance.

Although it is of course the wish of all members of the 
two branches to sometime in the future heal the split 
that occurred in 1990 must to be made clear that the 
Petit Conseil and I have four conditions for entering 
discussions about reunification. Conditions which are 
not negotiable but are unalterable and are not going

Peter GABRIELSEN, OSJ
Lieutenant-Grand Master.
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into the eventual talks as matters of 
discussion but are to be accepted on 
beforehand.

The first one is that the 1964 
Constitution given by King Peter II must 
stay unchanged in every part. The
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The third condition is that the leader, Grand Master of the 
eventual reunited Order must be also the Lieutenant Grand 
Master of the Malta Order. This condition is closely 

connected with number two and is simple a logical 
consequence of it.

Finally and fourth, the number of Bailiffs is in the Constitution 
strictly limited to twenty (20) This follows of course from the 
condition that the Constitution must remain unchanged. So 
here also is an absolute necessity.

It is my hope that this gives you all a valuable picture of 
how matters are, and I am certain that you will bear with 
me to have put this column a bit more practical that the 
previous ones.

With this I wish all members of the Order and all others who 
may chance to read this a very Happy Easter.

Sincerely in Christ and St.-John,

Peter Gabrielsen

Lt. Grand Master



“Christ has risen!” “He has truly risen !”
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Rev. Fr. Niels REFSKOU 
Chairman E.C.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John,

“He has risen!” This is the great message of Easter, 
which is preached to all Christians throughout the 

world. This message is the reason that the Gospel is 
being preached at all, because if Christ had not risen, 
the Christian church would never have existed. The 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the sign that He is truly 
God, and every time the Gospel is preached, 
therefore, the message must be: “He has risen!”

This message came to the disciples after the death of 
Jesus on the cross on Good Friday, and it must have 
been confusing to them, because all their hopes were 
shattered, and they had lost faith that God had really 
been with Jesus when they saw Him dead at the cross. 
They had also heard the cry from the cross, when Jesus 
in his fear of death cried, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” Could this not be a sign that the 
master himself had acknowledged that His deed had 
failed, that God was not with Him? If Jesus had really 
been the Messiah, then God would not have let His 
work get such a degrading conclusion, He would not 
have allowed His elect to have been executed as a 
common criminal on the cross by the Romans, rejected 
by the Israel, which he had come to save, and denied 

by the disciple who had declared: “You are the Christ, 

the Son of the living God!” Therefore, 
discouragement gripped the disciples. 
Their teacher and master, to whom they 
had put their trust, had died without God 
intervening.

Jesus in the 
morning after 
the Sabbath, 
but two of 
the women 
who had 

followed Him. 
They went to 
the tomb of 
the dead, just 
as we do it 
ourselves, 
when we 

have lost a 
dear friend or 
one we love, 
to comme-
morate the 
time 
(…)

Therefore, it is characteristic that it was
not some of the disciples who came to the tomb of



(…) when they walked with Him, for like again to be with 
Him, to hear his words, and to witness his deeds. But 
when they came to the tomb, something completely 
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unexpected happened. The earth trembled, 
and an angel came down from heaven, toppled 
the stone away from the tomb and said to them that 
Jesus had risen and that they could come and see the 
place where He had been lying, and ensure that the 
tomb was empty. 

They should also tell it to His disciples. That was all! The 
tale of suffering tells with detail about everything that 

happened in connection with Jesus' conviction and 
execution, and the report is so vivid and so intense that 
we at the very nearest feel that we ourselves could be 
eyewitnesses. But about the resurrection we are told 
nothing. We do not get a description of how it 
happened. The resurrection cannot be explained in any 
logical or rational way - it is simply outside our 

capability. We cannot comprehend the resurrection, 
because it simply contradicts any experience and we 
cannot describe it. The only thing we can see in the 
physical sense is the empty tomb, and it does not prove 
anything, because it only enables us to give a lot of 
other explanations which could be able to satisfy our 
sense. Only in faith can we grasp the message of the 
Resurrection: "He is not here. He has risen! “

The resurrection is the cornerstone of our Christian faith, 
and without this cornerstone there is no faith as St. Paul 
writes in the 1. Cor. 15: “Now if Christ is preached as 
raised from the dead, how can some of you say that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 

raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching 
is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even 
found to be misrepresenting God, because (…)
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(…) we testified of God that he raised Christ, whom he did 
not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the 
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you are 

still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in 
Christ, we are of all men most to be pitied.  But in fact, 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have fallen asleep.”

The resurrection of Jesus means that death could not hold 
Him down. As death is the ultimate consequence of Jesus' 
humanity because that without death he was not true 
man, the resurrection is the consequence of his divinity. 
Matthew, Marc, and Luke tell us that when Jesus died, the 
curtain in the temple was torn in two from the top to the 
bottom. The curtain hid the inner sanctum with the Ark of 
the Covenant for the people, only the priests had to come 
behind the curtain. This bears a deep and rich symbolism, 

because of Jesus' death and resurrection we are now 
able to see God; the curtain that has concealed him for 
our eyes has been torn away. Here we can see that the 
love that Jesus loves us with, the love that is the innermost 
being of the life, the love that brought Him on the cross, 
because love is always dangerous for people who want 
power over others, that love could not die, the human lust 
for power could not kill it. The tomb was empty.

In Denmark, most churches in their simple beauty stand in 
the middle of the cemetery surrounded by tombs as a 
symbol of the Easter message of the rising Jesus Christ to 
us, subject to impermanence: "Behold, the tomb is empty!" 
This message is a promise that we also, in the faith of Jesus 
Christ, shall get part of His resurrection, that also our tombs

on the day of the resurrection shall be empty, that we shall 
go into the fulness of God. But the church also preaches 
resurrection to the life of God's love in the forgiveness of 
sins for us every day of life, that in God's love we must see 
the glory of life. “Christ has risen!” “He has truly risen!”

Rev. Niels REFSKOU, KJSJ

Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council



Dominican church, Knokke (B), August 20th, 2017

Minister Of State Mark Eyskens: the sorrow of the global earth village
Flanders Commandery Summer Lectures, Low Countries, Benelux

The eloquent speaker frames his speech with witty puns 
and acronyms. In our history courses at school, we made 
distinction between the periods before and after the 
beginning of our era, with the acronyms BC (before 
Christ) and AC (after Christ). Speaker also makes 
distinction with the same acronyms between the period 
before the computer (BC) and after the computer (AC). 
The integration of the computer in our society is a very 
important event for speaker, a new era begins as with the 
birth of Christ. The scientific driving forces of our progress 
are summarized in the acronym BINC. 
B: Bio-technology  - I: computer science and artificial 
intelligence - N: Nano-technology - C: cognitive 
sciences. (…)

Muslim radicalism stands today in the 
hearth of the current actuality. In 
February of 2017, the Ghent imam 
Khalid Benhaddou was invited by  the 

Commandery of Flanders, in the training 
centre Guislain of Ghent, to speak 
about the radicalization of the 
European Muslim youth. His conference 
treated the situation in Europe and more 
specifically in Belgium. In the series of
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On Friday 18 August State Minister and former prime 

Minister of Belgium,  Mark Eyskens, was invited as speaker 
about following subject: "the sorrow of the global earth 
village". The message of speaker on that night was, as the 
title would let suspect, certainly not sorrowful, but testified 
of optimism of someone who believes in the material and 
moral progress of our society, stimulated by scientific 
discoveries and inventions and an enterprising humanity. 
He hopes that there will be “a resurrection” of mankind with 
a destination that goes beyond what we can know.



In this acronym, the emphasis lies on the human enter-
prise capability. When we are driven by the above, we 
are more and more able to determine our own evolu-
tion.
The circumstances in which this happens evolve strongly 
in the time, both in positive and negative sense:  
+  Until the end of the 19th century, there was an 
opposition to modernity, also by the Christians  
(encyclical of Pius IX in 1864 titled Syllabus Errorum). In this 
period, the religious fanaticism dominated. The primacy 
of the State over the clerical law (comparable with 
Islamic sharia law) was accepted only since beginning 
20 ° century (separation of Church and State). 
+  End of the great ideologies since the last quarter of the 
previous century, such as the collectivist socialism 
(communism) and private capitalism. 

+  Democracy is in many countries the general political 
system associated with multiculturalism and deviations 
such as populism and nationalism. 
+  In the second half of the 20 ° century, a spiritual and 
ethical crisis originated and a general secularization 
overwhelmed our society: crisis of faith, abandonment of 
the churches, highly mediatized scandals in the clerical 
world. The influence of the Church in Europe is shrinking, 
evolving to a minority Church.  
+  Demographics: proceeding aging of the population 
with increase in costs for pension and care, and trend to 
population decrease in western countries. The white 
world loses its primacy over the world. 
+  Climate change with global warming causing 
pernicious consequences, especially for the third world 

countries. 
+  The poverty relatively decreases (in percentage of 
world population), but increases in absolute terms due to

the growth of the 
population 
(explosive in 
Africa).  
+  A knowledge 
gap originates, 
especially for 
computer 
analphabetic 
people. The 
overwhelming 
influx of information 
leads to 
misinformation and 
even to "fake news" 
(see Trump). The 

media have 
become a new 
power. 
+  Labor market
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changes thoroughly by the automation, robotization, globa-
lization...High demand for technical skilled people. Job security 
is compromised. Servants change to self-employed 
independents, the middlemen disappear on the market. 
Customize is a must. 
Speaker remains optimistic and calls himself a meliorist: some-
one who is looking for opportunities in the difficulties in order to 
improve the world. There is more need for ethics of the change 
than change of ethics. The Universal Declaration of human 
rights, is a monument of morality, often quoted but limited to a 
"white paper", prepared by white people. Finally, the Western 
moral imperialism is coming to an end. We can discuss whether 
there is a universality of the good. The categorical imperative 

of Immanuel Kant is no longer applied: (…)



(…) "one should not treat others in ways that one would not 
like others to treat oneself”. 
For speaker, God is a God of values, "the great attractor" 
rather than "the great creator". The creation, the big bang, 
the evolution, the law of entropy, etc… one should leave 
these subjects to the science. Some researchers are looking 
for models that can demonstrate the existence of God 

such as "intelligent design", a nice and at first sight closing 
theory. There is nevertheless always the paradox of "the 
infinite good God" and of the "infinitely powerful God", in 
flagrant contradiction with evil, suffering, poverty, violence, 
natural disasters etc. on earth. Power is a physical 
understanding and leads easily to mythological interpret-
tations. The myth of a "almighty God" as a "supreme ruler 
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(see Christian De Duve: "De Jésus à Jésus en passant par 

Darwin"). Speaker pleads to read the Bible with verbs in the 
future, for a better understanding of the numerous 
metaphors. The God of love saves us from evil, from 
entropy…, the cause of decay and dissolution.
To close his speech, speaker reads an in-depth text, a kind 
of synthesis of his last books and of a final testimony. Here 
some haunting passages: 
My transcendental evolutionism leads to a harmonious 
conception of man becoming God (Homo Deus) thanks to 
the incarnation of God. Meliorism is my motivation: believe 
in the progress of a better world, both spiritual and 
materialistic. Life is full of possibilities and for meliorists a 
reality, with which one can evolve in all directions. Death is 
as much a reality for them, after a life having made a 
synthesis of love, truth, justice, and beauty. And meliorists
feel by this consideration that they approach very close to 
the final mysterium tremendum et fascinosum.  (…)

in the high", who 
decides and rules 
everything, proceeding 
like a demiurge (e.g. 
Biblical stories of 

destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah) leads 
to an untenable 
standoff. Jesus of 
Nazareth is the answer 
to the existential 
questions of speaker. 
He revealed the God of 
love, who recreates the 
mankind to his image 
and likeness. Jesus 
replaced the Darwinist 
selfishness (aggressive-
ess, the survival of the 
fittest…) by charity 
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Etienne LEIRMAN, KJSJ
Hon. Commander 

Flanders Cdry,
Low Countries Priory

Benelux Grand Priory

What is falling around makes a big noise, but what grows 
and develops does this quietly, unnoticed because 
invisible. Meliorists are looking for the boundaries between 
the visible and the invisible, between the declarable and 
the unspeakable, and how the boundaries can be 
changed in favor of the hidden inside of things. They often 
experience the grace of the words and the disgrace of the 
facts and this is a philosophical trial and sometimes a 

tormenting experience....There are disturbing signs on the 
wall but sometimes, there are also unreadable characters 
of hope ... People of good will have to discover them and 
to carry with them, sometimes as crosses ... They feel that 
they carry in themselves a force, not a strong but a weak 
force, which can always extinguish, but still a force. A force 
which can transform fear into hope: fear for the 
meaningless end of what exists, and hope for the 
meaningful beginning of what becomes.

Life in times of God's eclipse is not always fun. The actual 
time spirit carries a lot of uncertainties and let carry 
rusted anchors, that were socially useful, to the landfill. In 
times of God's eclipse, many questions are asked but 
only few answers are given... The worldview of the 
scientific society does not provide any knowledge about 
what man is supposed to do, what is the added value of 
his human action and the meaning of his humanity. The 
liberated man of the new century stands alone with his 

questions... 
Worldview and human image are in the balance, but at 
different scales. For anyone who believes that man has a 
destination that goes beyond the only observation, in his 
most lucid moments, that everything is absurd, grows the 
hope, the hope of Resurrection: the hope that on the 
other side of what we know and do not know, a place of 
unlighted and unexplained enlightenment is existing. 



December 2017: Toys, school material and clothing

CHARITY: COLLECTION of goods
Saint-Alexander Nevski Priory (BE)

December: we have come to what for us is the warmest 
time of the year. Not literally, with our climate and being 
winter on this part of the globe, but certainly figuratively. For 
some of us, Saint Martin has already brought some presents, 
for others Saint Nicolas will undoubtedly be coming soon. A 
few weeks later there is Santa Claus who’s coming to town 
and if we really have been nice and kind, there is another 
package ready for New Year. We praise ourselves lucky ... 

we do not always realize it anymore. We must not forget, 
however, that there are many children out there who 
unfortunately do not know this kind of happiness.

As a member of the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, 
Knights Hospitaller, we have taken a vow: "Pro fide, pro 
utilitate hominum". We stand up for our faith, but we also 
want to be at the service of mankind: fighting against 
poverty and against injustice, taking it on for the forgotten 
children of our society. For this reason we decided to 
organize a collection campaign for them. The intention was 
to collect mainly toys and school material. Of course, I 
could not do this alone: fortunately I could count on the 
cooperation of Odisee Aalst, a professional bachelor 
degree college (https://www.odisee.be/nl/campus-dirk-
martens-aalst), and its student association Lorem Ipsum 
(www.scloremipsum.be).

To my great surprise the result achieved was more than I 

hoped for. There was so much material that I could do two 

donations: one to Vergeet de kinderen niet! vzw (Do not 

forget the children!, (www.vergeetdekinderenniet.be) and 

one to vzw Kinderfonds de Tondeldoos (Children’s Fund The 

Tinder-box, www.tondeldoos.be).

Symbolic donation of a small part of the collected 
material by a representation of the student association.

Vergeet de kinderen niet! vzw aims to contribute to social 
and cultural participation of its target groups and strives 
for a warm and inclusive society in which every individual 
can develop. Justice, equality and tolerance are 
their key values.  (…)
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https://www.odisee.be/nl/campus-dirk-martens-aalst
http://www.scloremipsum.be/
http://www.vergeetdekinderenniet.be/
http://www.tondeldoos.be/
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This non-profit association organizes 
activities in an accessible way, with 

special attention being paid to homeless 
minors. A four-day summer camp was crea-

ted, because every child has the right to parti-
cipate in leisure activities regardless of his 

particular living conditions. Reality shows out the 
volunteers that children of homeless parents and 

children or of parents with limited financial means often 
do not count in society and that these children are almost 
always self-reliant.
Furthermore, this organization is committed to the right of 
basic education. Unfortunately, this does not yet appear to 
be an acquired right for every child: there are still children 
who find it hard to get to school. To change this, the 

association tries to bring the children into contact with 
education in a playful manner during activities.

vzw Kinderfonds De Tondeldoos wants to fight against 
poverty and social exclusion. They are active in 
Dendermonde. The target group are children in 
underprivileged families. Of course, a child is inextricably 
linked to the family in which it grows up. As a result, the focus 
is also on these, sometimes young, families.
This non-profit organization is against the growing 
individualisation, the isolation and the social deprivation in 
our society. Together with the parents they look for solutions 
for social and financial problems. The ultimate goal is to give 
optimal development opportunities to children in hidden 
poverty. They try to tilt the balance positively in critical 
moments.
De Tondeldoos wants more than only financial support and 
focuses on the total development of the child. The families in

Donation of 
wool 
scarves, 
bonnets, 
gloves, ... to 
Vergeet de 
kinderen
niet! vzw.

poverty give a glimpse into their environment: they are often 
people who have a difficult period in their lives due to illness, 
ignorance or bad luck. Together with these people in poverty 
they try to cope with the injustice and discrimination of which 

they are the victims. Their goal is to bridge the gap between 
our world and the fourth world. (…)
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Donation of toys and school material to vzw Kinderfonds De 
Tondeldoos.

I would like to thank everyone for their commitment: this action 
can rightly be called a great success. Thank you so much!

Gunther Van Haut, KSJ.

St Martin’s feast, in front of the Dusseldorfer
Rathaus (a.D°, 1905)



REPORT ON CHARITY AND GEELONG INVESTITURE
VICTORIAN PRIORY (AU)

2018 will without doubt bring a new set of challenges for 
each of us personally; and also to the Order of Saint 
John, and will require renewed efforts as we consolidate 
the achievements which increased membership and 
participation brings to furthering the work of the Order. 

The cities of Hobart, Melbourne, Ballarat and Geelong 
were the sites for the Victorian Priory’s end of year 
celebrations which saw many members relishing their 
contact with others; creating opportunities to show 
amazing generosity in supporting worthy charities and 
organisations. It was a wonderful opportunity to enjoy all 
we have achieved during the year. We came together 
to celebrate being part of the Priory family and in doing 

so, by welcoming many new comers, friends and their 
family members. 

The Priory of Victoria looks forward to welcoming six new 
members at the forthcoming Geelong Investiture (3 
March 2018) and up to six members at the Melbourne 
Investiture (23 June 2018), and potentially a Tasmanian 
Investiture (in the early planning stages). We will also be 
part of a group to plan the proposed visit to the Grand 
Priory of Australasia by the Grand Commander, 
Conventual Bailiff Paul Borg OSJ Malta in August 2018.

The Priory’s growth rate far exceeds the number of

Dames and Knights who have been called to 
higher service, or through ill health or infirmity have 

relinquished full membership.
In planning our Diary for 2018, we have endeavoured to 
ensure that there are varied prospects for fellowship, 
worship, and fund raising for worthy causes. This can only 
be achieved because of the number of Commanderies
and Groups which comprise our Priory. Our desire is that in 
2018 we will be able to create just as many opportunities 
to make sure that all members and families feel included 
and are an appreciated part of the Order. 

15

Chevalier Barry ABLEY, CJSJ, Commander, Geelong 
Commandery (pictured front row centre) and members 
of the Geelong Commandery took the  (…)

VICTORIAN PRIORY REPORT 
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(…) opportunity during their Christmas meeting and 
fellowship to make a final presentation of a cheque 
for $4,000 to Rev Noah Park, Chaplain of the Mission 
to Seafarers Geelong. With the assistance of a 

contribution from the Priory Charitable Fund and 
considerable effort from Commandery members,  a 
sum total of $7,000 was presented to Rev Noah to 
assist with the Health and Welfare of thousands of 
sailors, both male and female, who visit the Mission 
each year (pictured below). We noted with pleasure 
the presentation of a Diploma to Chevalier Stuart 
Muller acknowledging his promotion from KGSJ to 
Commander of Grace of St John (CGSJ) and 
congratulate him for his work as our Commandery
Treasurer  In addition to pursuing our obligations of 
Faith and Service, the Commandery embraces 
fellowship and fun amongst members and partners 
within the various activities throughout the year. 

GEELONG INVESTITURE
A Service of Investiture of a Dame and five Knights 
was conducted by the Grand Prior of Australasia, His 
Excellency Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ, and the Grand 
Priory Prelate Chevalier Father David O’Neill KGSJ  in 
the Chapel at Sacred Heart College , Newtown, 
Geelong  on Saturday 3rd March 2018 followed by a 

Celebratory Luncheon at Celies Dining Room, 
Sacred Heart College.

This was the first of three Investitures in 2018 to be 
conducted within the Victorian Priory, and was 
enabled to be held in the very historic Gothic 
chapel through the generosity of the College and 
the support and influence of past students who are

Dames within the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem.  
Originally established as a Convent and boarding school 
by the Sisters of Mercy in 1860 it was extended over a 
number of years and in 1874 the chapel was built. Sacred 
Heart College is owned and administered by the Sisters of 
Mercy and it attracts students from the southern and 

central regions of the State of Victoria. The College has a 
current enrolment of 1462 students. Offering a broad
curriculum and strong co-curricula program the College 
(…)

[ Pictured in the Sanctuary after the Investiture (L-R): HE 
Bailiff P, Wilt-shire OSJ, Chevaliers Graeme Sims KSJ and 
Father Gerard Keith KSJ, Dame Joy McGrath DSJ, 
Chevaliers Rod Nelson AM KSJ, Vernon Fettke JP BJ KSJ, 
Rod Collins APM, OAM KSJ and Victorian Prior Dame 
Barbara Abley AM DJSJ. ]
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(…) acknowledges that our young people inhabit the world differently and therefore the focus
is on educating students for the life they will live, not the life that we have lived.  

Dame Barbara Abley, 
AM DJSJ,

Prior
Priory of Victoria, 

Australasia



CHARITY: CASA ESPERANZA
PRIORY of the PACIFIC (USA)

Comanderies of King Valdemar, Saint Francis and Costa Rica

St. Francis Commandery of San Francisco, the King 
Valdemar Commandery of Los Angeles and the Costa 
Rican Commandery, were busy in the fall and winter 
holding several successful events. The Los Angeles 
Commandery, under the leadership of Dame Hospitaller of 
the St. John Foundation Elsa Coblentz, sponsored their 
annual Medical Fair at Casa Esperanza in Panorama City, 
California. As Chevalier Edmond Coblentz, GP emeritus 
stated: “As in past years we were blessed with the 
cooperation of a great number of Doctors, PA’s, Nurses, 
and other Technicians in the medical field that made it

possible (on their own time) to screen more than 120 
patients, especially women and children from an area of 
low income status. Moreover, the staff of Casa Esperanza
and volunteers did an exceptional job.” A special thanks 
to the St. John Foundation and friends that assisted with 
the logistics of the event.”

In December, the St. John Foundation of the King Valdemar 
Commandery held the Food Giveaway at Casa Esperanza
contributing  $4,000 for the purchase of gift cards and toys 
for the women and children of the area, which were 
distributed by the administrative personnel to all registered 
families. This event has been very successful in keeping with 
the Christmas Season of sharing and giving to the less 
privileged people in the area.  A true meaning of the Aims 
of the Order.

William Chadwick, CGSJ, Commander of the St. Francis 

Commandery and his wife Joelle were in Costa Rica in 
January and were hosted by Chevalier Eloy Alfaro KJSJ, 
in a visit to the Hogar Cristiano (Christian Home) in 
Puntarenas, Costa Rica. 
(…)

**********************

[Photo: Our colleague Eloy Alfaro in Costa Rica and the
caretakers, Maria and Tania, tour me and Joelle at their
facility supported by Order of St John. 80 orphaned kids
ranging from newborns to 17 years young.]
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(…) For the past 25 years (or better) the Saint Foun-
dation in Los Angeles has been funding gifts to the 
orphan-nage which provides care for 80 children 

ranging in age from newborns to 17 years of age. 
This has been an ongoing project for the Brothers 
and volunteers of St. John in Los Angeles and the 
Nuns, children and staff are grateful for our support.

On a separate note, we are proud to announce 
that Dame Janice Hall, DSJ, of Los Angeles was 
awarded the Cross of Merit by H.E. Bailiff Peter 
Gabrielsen OSJ, Lieutenant Grand Master for the 
outstanding work she and her husband Chevalier 
Robert Hall, KCJSJ, accomplished in raising $500,000 
for the Norris Cancer Center of University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles. 

Yours in St. John

Biz Obley, KJSJ,
Prior



The modern age was domina-
ted by modern ideals such as 
progress through science, tech-
nology, and the market, or 
through communism or social-
lism. Our postmodern age is 

popularly described as an age 
of individualism, materialism and 
hedonism in which everything 
(even science) is 
instrumentalized in view of 
obtaining satisfaction, gain or 
success. This is much too one-

REFLECTIONS 

on A POSTMODERN AGE

20

more ‘visibility’ or recognition than others, and are there-
fore temporarily more interesting than others.
This instrumentalization of symbolic goods or values 
inevitably implies that the postmodern attitude to them 

displays specific characteristics: inauthenticity, 
sentimentalism, excarnation. The postmodern attitude to 
values is in general a fake one. This has been noticeable

for some time in art. When the very idea of objective 
artistic value is lost, and common standards are no lon-
ger to be found or accepted, the difference between 
art and kitsch is impossible to maintain. What counts is 
not the work itself, but the reputation of being an 
‘artist’, however it may have been obtained. Art is 
simply a means of gaining renown; not  (…)

Sided a characterization. Our age is rather the age of the 
lifestyle and the visibility it provides. It is an age in which 
people are - as they probably always were - interested in 
being recognized by others, in not being ‘invisible’. But –
and this is new - recognition is no longer guaranteed (or 
withheld) the way it was within the stable settings of a 
tradition. The individual now has to actively obtain it via 
the acquisition of ‘symbolic’ goods or values, i.e. goods or 

values giving a certain significance in the eyes of others.
There is a link here with ‘conspicuous consumption’: 
consumption for the sake of ‘being seen’. A competition 
for recognition ensues in which values and symbolic 
goods are all seen as being in principle of equal value; 
but, as time and fashion changes continuously, some give

What is a postmodern age?



REFLECTIONS 
on A POSTMODERN AGE

(…) accidentally, it has at the same time become an 
instrument for gaining or investing money. The same is true 

in general in the realm of recognition. It is no longer 
important what it is that leads to recognition, as long as 
recognition is obtained. 
Postmodern individuals are not really under the spell of 
values, but rather under the spell of the fulfilment of their 
desire for recognition. Accordingly, these individuals have 
an instrumental as well as fake attitude towards the values 
they seem to endorse. Their situation is comparable to 
someone who admires and envies the satisfactions of 
friendship, but does not know that these satisfactions are 
only really interesting as the by-product of the relationship 
as such. In genuine friendship satisfaction and recognition 
are not the direct aim; it is the relation as such which is 
valued, come what may. Let me stress again that the

What one is in love with, is not the value itself, but the 
agreeable feeling produced by the reflection of a 
certain image of ourselves in the eyes of others. This is why 
the attitude to the values through which one hopes to 
obtain recognition is instrumental, fake and narcissistic at the 
same time.
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Another characteristic of the postmodern relationship to 
values is sentimentalism. Sentimentalism consists in an 
inordinate attention to the emotional effects of our talk,

actions and relations. What is important is not the truth or 
falsity of what is said, but its effect (as in fake news: aimed at 
sentiment). What is important is not whether something is 
intrinsically interesting or not, but whether it leads (…)

postmodern 
attitude to 
values is not 
instrumental 
in a simplistic 
sense. What 
one desires, 
is not simply 
some or 
other ad-
vantage 

to be cashed in in terms of pleasure or usefulness. What 
one is attracted to is a certain idea of oneself as seen 
and appreciated by others.

http://www.flokka.com/24-recognition-quotes-will-make-think/
http://www.flokka.com/24-recognition-quotes-will-make-think/
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(…) to positive feelings or not. It is as if that which one is 
geared to, reality, is in fact only virtual anyway, in other 
words, important only in so far as its image impacts on 
feelings. Typical examples of sentimentalism can be found 
everywhere, e.g. in morality. The reason why rape is 
morally unacceptable, is – according to many today – not 
that it is an affront to women and their intrinsic dignity, but 
that it causes harm and distress. But suppose this is not 
really the case, suppose a woman is drugged and raped 
without her knowing it, and without any harmful 
consequences, would this mean that the rape is not rape? 
It is as if the concept and value of dignity can only be 
understood and endorsed if it can be reformulated and 
revalued in terms of subjective feelings.
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tendency towards excarnation (being the opposite 
of incarnation). Existential meanings and values are 

essentially ‘incarnated’ (see my Reflections in OSJ Internatio-
nal Herald 2017:4). We cannot divorce the person we love 
from his/her body. The most deeply moving and meaningful 
words are the words of the mother tongue, untranslatable 
into another language. Sacred places are not just points on a 
map; they are windows opening towards the Ultimate. In 
postmodern culture there is a growing tendency to think that 
replicas are as good as the original; to see the body or other
forms of incarnation of meaning and value as something 

A last characteristic of the postmodern sphere of living, not 
unrelated to the previous ones, could be called the

towards 
which we 
can take a 
detached 
attitude and 
which can 
be used as 

an 
instrument. 
Postmodern 
people 
behave 
towards their 
bodies as 
body artists 
do. All sorts 
of factors 
which 
contribute 
(…)
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(…) to the formation of our identity are more and 
more seen and treated in an ‘excarnated’ way: either 
as unacceptable hindrances for our freedom, or as expres-

sive forms to be manipulated. It is clear that this attitude of 
excarnation is detrimental for the existential relations of an 
incarnated self, requiring fidelity to the other, i.e. to his or her 
body.
The phenomenon of excarnation just mentioned can be 
linked to another characteristic of postmodern life: the 
aversion towards established institutions (and the authorities 
related to them). The postmodern individual doesn’t want to 
be ‘caged’ by institutions. They are transformed into neutrally 
managed organisations that require not loyalty, but contract 
and pragmatism.
Let me sum up the results of my investigations into 
postmodernity. Although postmodern culture rediscovered 
what had been obscured by modernity, i.e. the particular, 
the symbolic, the other, it does not seem to be able to really 
do justice to them. It does not fully grasp the proper nature of 
meanings and values, but it takes a narcissistic, sentimentalist 
and excarnated attitude to them.
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Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ 
Prof. Em., 

Philosophy dept., 
Catholic University of Leuven (B).



Lecture by Revd. Didier VANDERSLYCKE
on the REFUGEE situation: PARALLELS between the attitude towards REFUGEES and the EUCHARIST

BREAKING BREAD AND BREAKING WALLS

Loon Commandery annual Chapter, Low Countries (B)

This exposition titled ‘Breaking bread and breaking walls’ is divided into two parts: the first part provides an overview of the
context of what is happening with regards to migration and diversity. The second part deals with the theology of migration, 
based on the work of the Spanish Jesuit Daniel Izuzquiza, who developed the theology of migration based on the various 
steps in the Eucharist.
‘Breaking bread and breaking walls’ is a personal approach by the speaker and begins with an optimistic/realistic approach 
to the image of humility and the world. It is fed by Christian faith.

Part 1: The context surrounding migration and diversity

In the past two centuries we have certainly made progress on various levels, for 
example in human rights and this tendency still continues. We alone must take 
care that we do not let our vigilance relax, as it can escalate into a setback very 
quickly. Recently there has been an increase in hunger in our world. Currently 
there are 800 million people who are hungry and this figure has always been 
dropping, although since last year it has started increasing. These are vigilance 
points that we should always take into account. Those who say that there is far 
less violence and death attributed to war in the world are also correct, as the 
numbers correctly reflect, however this does not necessarily mean that there are 
no more conflicts. Even the United Nations have had a hard time surviving. It is 
however certain that we have not reached the age of darkness as yet. From the 
viewpoint of the Jewish-Christian faith one always looks for the least brightest 
spots to help guide them to the end of the tunnel, not only with one small torch but by installing an entire line of lights in that
tunnel in order for no one to be left behind, lost and to always be bathed in the light. Bathed in the light of peace, love and 
justice. This is the structure of Jewish solidarity and perhaps what ultimately awaits us.
One of the causes of forced flight and migration is a point which is not to be underestimated. This point is 
climate change, something that has certainly strengthened over the past 40 years and which we still don’t 
see the end of.     (…)

Revd. Didier 

VANDERSLYCKE
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(…) This phenomenon has a great impact on the local population and agriculture. As a result of the extra natural 
disasters there are currently far too many climate migrants to even mention. The example of Syria is constantly 
referred to in the Asylum and Migration file, which has now also become a climate issue. This war has been 
reinforced by the fact that large droughts occur in parts of the country forcing farmers to leave for the cities in 
search of other jobs. This in turn causes results in overpopulation causing unavoidable conflict. This of course is only 
one analysis of the Syrian civil war. It’s not difficult to understand that the local fish industry is stagnating and 
destabilising the entire local economy as well as the ecology, for example on the west coast of Africa large 
industrial vessels empty the sea due to overfishing.  Climate change affects population groups which try to 
somehow find loopholes in order to get out of the situation they are in. This way out is no longer just the closest in the 
city, but often in the city where one can see that there is a future and that information can be found easily via the 

smartphone, a worldwide atlas within a second. In this way, people from all over the world can, at a glance, see 
where things are heading. These are some of the effects that the industrial revolution and climate change have 
had on our planet.

Another point is conflicts as a result and for the sake of power 
and property. Anyone can certainly imagine a few, only recently 
there is the attack in Sinai, a power conflict with religion as the 
background. In situation where I.S. tries to spread their macho 
behaviour under the label of Islam. For example, Egypt is currently 
a very explosive keg with a very large population consisting of 
millions in Cairo alone, comprised mostly of young people, with 
millions more in its vicinity. This is a situation where hate is being 
spread, which in turn generates conflicts. This mainly concerns 
the taking of positions, power and ground, in short, an age-old 
story.
Lack of future prospects is also a source of conflict, if there is too 
little food, there will be a fight for the little that is left. The lack of 
large safety nets such as access to healthcare, education and

most of all social security are sources of annoyance.
Another cause, which in Europe as well as our regions is particularly historic, is the free movement of not only citizens but
also employees. Since 1 July 2015, the borders have been opened to achieve a free labour market for all citizens within 
the EU member states. Thus, in contrast to the period before this date, young European migrants have increasingly 
become a regular part of the population in secondary schools. Previously, EU citizens were allowed to settle on the basis 
of work permits or in the case of labour shortages, only for a limited period in Belgium, but due to free movement, people 

can permanently settle in the chosen country.    (…)
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(…) Coming back to Syria for a moment, we shouldn’t allow ourselves to be carried away in the Syrian media trap, 
which only speaks of one particular group. According to the newspapers, TV, and politicians, as well as the world of non-
governmental organisations, it is almost exclusively about the Syrian war refugees, and less about the Iraqis and the 
Afghans. It’s a dangerous perspective and provides a distorted image that this is the only group that we have to 

concern ourselves with. Over time this will result in a reduction in the right to protection as well as the right to a safe life, 
and will then be exclusively for these violent escapees and in particular for the Syrians, while the international 
agreements concern people from any origin and situation. If the perspective on this is focused and keeps on being
repeated, there is obviously a reason and it is assumed that 
the public only wants to talk about the Syrian war refugees, 
while in the lists on immigration cases at the Belgian Immi-
gration Office for asylum applications consist of all 102 
nationalities and this has always been the case. It is true 

that a large number of asylum applications come from 
Syria, but that certainly does not mean that other nationa-
lities should not be covered. When one only follows the 
media, one’s view will be narrow while the range of migra-
tion is much wider, as people apply from Africa, Latin 
America, Asia and even from Turkey.
There are arrivals not only through different routes along 
the Mediterranean but also from Syria, Iraq, Iran and 
Afghanistan as well as a wide range of migrants from the 
tough regions of Africa. There are also arrivals from the 
Asian parts like Pakistan and Bangladesh, from the old

USSR, with migrants from Poland, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Belarus and other tribal states. There are also immigrants from Latin 
America and the Philippines. These last two groups can primarily be found in the home working environment, not 
possessing papers and especially in positions such as au pairs and resident servants. One thing can be certain regarding 
all these people; they submit a legal residence or asylum application. Another part of them remains invisible and 
unlawfully stays in our country or Europe. Whether it concerns migrants or refugees without legal residence, one must 
always add up these two groups, the figures are not always unambiguous, but as far as Belgium is concerned, it is will 
soon be over a hundred thousand.
The following section deals with those people who come here to try to start a new life. Society does not always work 
automatically and easily. Relationships, when it comes to people with different skin colour, origins or religious beliefs, do
not always run smoothly, they often rub each other the wrong way, have daily friction, pass remarks, inflict humiliation 
and show racism, etc. or even get torn apart by situations such as no access to housing and jobs. (…)
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(…) What do these things have to do with this? We are probably still in a sort of training when it comes to dealing with 
new relationships between people. There is indeed a noticeable evolution, although we continue to practice this. Some 
of this training concerns social relationships such as residing together, living together, deciding together and working 
together with these 'strange' people. Previously it concerned black in the colonies, but today it is the black lady or 
gentleman standing next to us in the store or at the school and this of course requires an adjustment of our insights. The 
negative image that has been imprinted on us in the past is disturbed by the development of super-diverse migration 
society, but yet we continue moving forward. About 40 years ago these migrant workers were already present in our 
society, but now their children and grandchildren are integrated into the schools as well as our society and we can only 
try to live together in an appropriate way.

Another very current issue are hate messages. These messages are sent via social media as chainmail together with 
stories (prefabricated nonsense and stipulated as pure lies) which are aimed at deliberately portraying migrants and 
refugees in a negative manner. There is already a force in our society that is trying to find out where or by whom these 
messages were originally sent by. We have to as far as possible distance ourselves from these types of messages.

We can also state that the religious philosophical 
diversity in Flanders has never been as wide as it is 
today. Previously Flanders consisted of 95% 
Catholic and 5% other. Today, churchgoers in 
Flanders consist of 5% Catholic and 95% other. With 
this, we say goodbye to the Catholic majority in our 

regions. Never before has there been so many 
recognised worship services, present religions and 
different philosophies in Belgium. On the one hand 
this requires a grieving process and on the other 
hand it certainly requires a change in our position 
as we will have to deal with this in a particularly 
sober manner, with a great deal of respect for the 
feelings of other people by sharing everything with 
believers from other religions, with non-believers, 
free-spirits as well as the ignorant. What’s more we 
must make these connections and build bridges. 
We should be champions at that, just as Jesus 
Christ was the bridge builder, par excellence. (…)
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(…) We can find a great deal regarding this building of bridges in the joyful 
message, which can give us reinforcement and hope not to have too much fear of 
this new task. For example, many people who arrive here will certainly not have the 
same concept about the separation between the church and the state, and the 

acceptance of constitutional liberties will already, in itself, be quite a task for these 
newcomers. Furthermore, this means that, for example, the concept of freedom of 
expression, so well guarded and which always has to be in the service of demo-
cracy, certainly does not mean that we can just say what we want and especially 
not the most hurtful things first. These are constitutional principles that we, and 
certainly our younger generations, have to reprocess.

Then there are the world-views maps. Catholic Flanders takes the decision to let the 
Catholic Dialogue School trickle through to all levels and thus goes in search of 
being full of people and its fellow man, and introduces the Christian voice in a 
contemporary manner, whereby dialogue and philosophical reflections come first 

and where people learn together and from each other. Otherwise, the government asks the communities to submit a 
church plan: 'What are we going to do with our churches?' Many scenarios have already been drawn up for this purpose, 
but imagine what an impact this can have on people who have already gone to the same church for the past 50, 60 years 
and have experienced all the rites? We are sorry to say, but unfortunately this is also part of the grieving process. One 
proposal in the church plan is to create a place in every major city where the other world-views can manifest themselves, a 
crossroad where diverse cultures can introduce themselves to us and each other. In the workplace and in the social-profit 
sector, we can already conclude that cultural diversity is gradually increasing. In the healthcare sector, the staff is 
beginning to change in colour. This sector has long been open to a diversity in recruitment but this has certainly not 
anywhere been on the agenda. The through-flow in all areas have certainly not yet been realised and there is still so much 
to be done.

As far as demographic challenges are concerned, we are facing a generational shift in 2020. In Belgium, the population 
currently stands at 11.1 million and in 2030 it will rise to 11.9 million and will continue to grow to 12.5 million by 2060. What 
does this mean for housing, healthcare and education? Currently, there is already a problem in housing the refugees who 

have been recognised. The private market is too small, blocking or setting such high prices that people cannot afford the 
rent on a living wage or with a single income. Thus, in the future, our housing construction must adapt to a completely 
different concept. It rejuvenates as well as ages our population at the same time. The longevity of life requires a number of
initiatives, but certainly the rejuvenation as well as the link between these two should also be made, something which will 
also require great care. (…)
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(…) At the moment, in the planning of the authorities, there is 
still far too little attention is given to these demographic 
approaches and what will happen within 15 years is 
unfortunately still  far removed.

Part 2 - The theology of the migration of Daniël Inzuzquiza s.j. 
Daniël Inzuzquiza is a Jesuit who works in Madrid, Spain in a 

similar centre to as Orbit and has considered the issue of 
migra-tion from a theological perspective. He begins with the 
fact that migration issues are often only focused on a 
controversial discussion. These borders are just there and yet 
we cannot evolve into a world without borders. If we talk 
about the huma-nitarian approach to migration, from a 
Jewish-Christian perspective, we cannot use the borders to 
separate us but rather to meet us. The border is the place 

where we meet, a place for making acquaintan-ces. In this 
way, each of us is limited, limited in our own bodies, and at 
this border, where we can also meet each other. Constructing 
society will be most fruitful if we dare to meet cross-border 
(these days a very loaded word) and become acquainted

with the new and with what others have to tell us. In this participation, Inzuzquiza compares his theology of migration with the 
steps in the Eucharistic celebration. He says that the beginning of Eucharist is situated on the street. There is no celebration
without the presence of people who, in their greatest diversity, all come from the street. In the first step of the Eucharist, we 
see the diversity but we connect it under one sign, the sign of the cross, under which we may all become brothers and sisters. 
The church creates the space of the connection in respect of the difference, and from a theological point of view, we 
should not judge anyone who can and who cannot participate. From a social point of view, this means that the arriving 
person is entitled to shelter. He should receive a bed, bath, bread and guidance, which are the essentials of a human being. 
To this day people are still faced with quite a few problems. Viewed from the open perspective of theology, you will see that
in practice there is indeed a selective approach to who is welcome and who is not. There are still solid boundary provisions 
that form an interaction with being an open church. Between the actuality and the open perspective a field of tension  is 
formed which in turn forms a proper relationship between the church and state. But in the first part, after the praises, honour 
in the highest regard to God and hosanna, comes the moment of the confession of guilt. What have we done to our fellow 
man (not personally but throughout history) and this certainly should not be concealed.
(…) 
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(…) In the next step, Liturgy of the Word is covered. The "Word" is addressed to everyone. God's word is offered to whoever 
is seated, regardless of their origin. It is indiscriminate and should be heard by everyone. It is a word of liberation, of 
solidarity between the people, a word of solidarity in the broadest sense, in short 'God's word' is a global alliance that calls
for dialogue. From the political perspective, this would actually say that every human being has the right to express 
themselves. An exercise of inter-communication, in seeking to experience diversity as an enriching fact and to understand 
'God's word' in such a way that it is an invitation to getting to know each other's stories. Let everyone look at the world 
through their own perspective, but then collect them in the room to put all these outlooks and perspectives together and 
there, from the richness of the word of the other, find solutions to the social issues. Therefore, the predication in the Liturgy

of the Word has the task of explaining the relationship between God’s word and the 

present while simultaneously connecting this to events and the lives of people. We remain 
a moment in intercessory prayer, where the invitation to the table where they pray for the 
universe is taken as if the whole world is participating in the sit down at the table of the 
Lord. It's an extremely conscious decision and one does not have to study the history of 
the Eucharist to understand that this is well thought through and psychologically correct, 
as said by others.

This is followed by the sacred moment, the table service, which is the most difficult part of 
the entire celebration. The bell may ring, but in fact, it is the table of redistribution. Jesus is 
the only “Christ” when we succeed in breaking the bread and drinking the wine out of 
joy, together and with each other. These are the fruits of the earth, the added values that 
are created, put on the table together with the offering, the financial resources. Jesus 
Christ becomes an ingrained reality of the redistribution at that table. We are not yet in a 
world where socio-economic rights apply to everyone and where the distribution is 
optimal. There are still too many movements involved with enrichment and which isolate 

themselves from the crowd. At the same time, however, we remain on the road of social 
protection and we can say with conviction that through this we are growing. For 
example, employee protection, from a Flemish perspective, came into being from a 
Christian perspective, in which priest Daens and cardinal Cardijn were advocates. Yet we 
still live too much in a world of opposition with a 'give a little, take a little' mentality. With 
this in mind, the celebration keeps on enriching us and we never get out of it. What brings 
us to the final step, the exit. After the meal, we get a closing prayer in which we are 

reconnected, followed by the blessing we have to take to the streets again. Back to 
where we came from, we are sent back to be renewed again. Nobody can stay there, 
everybody has to get out of it and herein lays our mission. 
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A mission to begin working on the new relationships, a new world and on the Kingdom of God. We share our personal, 
political, economic change and promise to work on it more intensively. We are called upon to take up our responsibilities 
within our community in the context of a better and more beautiful world.  

Author: Fons MARIEN, 
Vice-chancellor,

Loon Commandery

Translation: 
Inez VERMEULEN, DSJ



Order of St-John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Under the Constitution granted by his Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia

The International Herald

WE WANT 

YOU 
for The International Herald !    

Make yourself heard, from all OSJ units. 

We DO want to know how you are doing over 

there on the Pro Fide, the pro Utilitate Hominum !

Send your contributions in Word format and in 
pictures (Pdf or similar quality) soon for the next 

2/2018 edition to notaris@notarislambrechtnot.be, 

by the end of May to come. 
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Priory of SOUTH AUSTRALIA (AU)
General REPORT

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John,

2017 proved to be a very successful year for the Order of 
Saint John in South Australia with well attended monthly 

meetings and luncheons, along with various special 
events, all providing the opportunity for wonderful 
fellowship. Considerable financial assistance has also 
been provided through the year to assist our main 
charity, the Mary Potter Hospice.
This Hospice provides for people with life-limiting illnesses, 
whose care needs require specialist palliative care 
management. It has developed an excellent reputation 
in palliative care for people with terminal illness through 
the skilled and dedicated services provided by their 
doctors, nurses and pastoral care, all of whom are 
supported by a committed team of volunteers.
Our last and very special occasion in 2017 was our Priory
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home built and occupied by one of South Australia’s 
founding fathers in the centre of Adelaide, South Australia’s 
capital city.
We were pleased to have as our special guests our Grand 
Prior Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ and his wife Felicity. A highlight 
of the evening was the St. John’s Choir, made up of Priory 
members and some partners, who rendered traditional, and 
some not so traditional, Christmas carols, as well as leading 
the 90 or so members and guests in carols singing. A cheque
for a further $10,000 dollars was presented during the 
evening to the Executive Director of the Mary Potter 

Foundation

Christmas 
Dinner which 
provided a 
wonderful 
closure for the 
year. This 
annual event 
was held in 
Ayers House, a 
magnificent 
heritage listed

who was 
also one of 
our special 
guests for 
the evening. 
Our Priory 
commen-
ced the New

Year by 
joining with 
the congre-
gation at an 
Evensong 
(…)



Service in Christ Church, our conventual church. During 
the service our Chaplain dedicated a plaque, gene-
rously donated by one of our members, which recog-
nises the part that our Order has played with this 

magnificent church. Once again, the service was well 
attended by our members and partners and the 
supper supplied by our members and partners, 
following the service, provided another wonderful 
opportunity for excellent fellowship.
We are very much looking forward to welcoming our 
Grand Commander H.E. Paul M. Borg OSJ when he 
visits Australia later this year. With this in mind, our Priory 
Administrative Council has decided to hold our 
Investiture in August rather than the customary June, to 
coincide with the Grand Commander’s visit. 
The members of the South Australian Priory look forward 
to a very positive and productive 2018,

Prior Hon. David Wotton, AM CJSJ,
Priory of South Australia.
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December 16nd, 2017: joint Christmas 
Celebration with the guests & staff

HOF van LOON CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Loon Commandery, Low Countries (B)

Knights and Dames of our installation team gather with
the Hof van Loon staff to do the set-up for the second 
Christmas celebration with the guests and staff of our
patronage facility for acquired brain disability, house Hof 
van Loon, in ‘our own’ ‘t Weyerke, founded by our
members Thieu and Celine Kelchtermans.
Our ‘Radar group’ of OSJ-volunteers, usually accompa-

nying the guests on their Wednesday trips, thouroughly
prepared the yearly Christmas celebration, with all the
thinkable input from the guests and the staff, starting with
a Christmas service with all texts prepared with the guests
and staff and fully focused on their wishes and specific
needs and accomplishments, The guests, aided where
needed by the staff and our members, as well as OSJ 

members, read the texts; Guests light the candles at the
nativity scene, the OSJ Loon choir sings well-known
Christmas carols where every guest and staff member 
can sing along with, and even those who can’t sing any
more or don’t remember the specific lyrics of the songs 
just hum the melody with us, all faces expressing sheer joy
and comfort. Hard to decribe properly, this celebration, 
but it has an authenticity and human connectedness
that can only be felt to the full extent by those present. 
Pro fide and pro utilitate hominum feel interwoven in the
purest form.
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This year’s surprise was Santa Claus bringing personalised
winter scarves for the guests (…), and both were
appreciated: the unexpected visit of Santa Claus (hoo-
hoo-hooo !) and the useful gift. Our Brother Fons is a very
talented Santa, one must say: a born natural ! I see a 
classic born here for the next Christmas celebrations…
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(…) This being known as a burgundian region the
Christmas celebration is followed by a warming aperitif

and a state of the art buffet for all, with guests and staff
and our members sharing foods and drinks and life stories
and cosyness the whole noon and afternoon.

After the three course lunch-buffet, it ‘s time to bring the
guests back to their lodgings after an exhausting day, to do 
the dishes, clean up and leave the premises like nothing
ever happened. The cleaning and diswashing happens
under a loud and polyphonic singing of student’s songs 
and Chrismas carols all alike, to keep spirits high during the
work. (…)
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(…) Joy and grief can lie very well close to eachother any
given moment. Since the Christmas celebration at the Hof 
van Loon, we sadly had to say farewell to Ronny, one of the
residents who passed away: the man of thousand jokes, 
although not a single joke one could repeat in presence of 

a lady, pulling tricks and jokes with his fellow residents and
the staff, and being held to account for that now and then
with the director to temper his entousiasm in this. An unfor-
gettable man, whose humour and joy surely will be very
dearly missed by his fellow residents, by the staff and by all
of us. A warm memory service was held on his behalf.
Rest in peace, Ronny !

As far as the joint Christmas celebration is concerned: see
you next year, fellows, no doubt about that ! But first there is 
the summer barbecue…

Jan Lambrecht, GCSJ,
Vice-commander Loon Cdry.
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Don’t worry about other
people’s opinions of you. 
God never asked you to

impress people but to
love them. 

Dave Willis 



What has been up in winter in Norway ?

REPORT from the NORTH
St. Sunniva Commandery, Norway

Brothers and sisters,
When I write this winter in Norway is on its worst.,. or best, 
depending on how  you look at it. With record low tempera-
tures for the last 40 years on several locations around in 
Norway, as low as minus 40 degrees some places, it’s some-
times hard to believe in summer and warm weather ever 
again. But winter is not only all work and freezing here in the 
north… a glimpse of the sun some days gives us the belief in 
better days ahead, and we have just completed 1 week of our 
national sports winter holiday where quite many families go 
skiing in the mountains. It’s somewhat of a national sport in 
Norway going to our cabins in the woods and mountains, or on 
Mountain Lodges, to preferable go cross country skiing.

Winter and outdoor sports was some of the few things 
the young nation of Norway gathered around to make 
a common national identity in 1905 when we after 600 
years under Denmark and Sweden broke loose and 
formed our own country. It’s no wonder that the sales 
figures of winter sport equipment have reached all time 
high up here in the north during the Olympics with a 
record high medallion count for the Norwegian 
athletes.

So.. in a hurry before the Olympics started, the 7th of 
February the board of St.Sunniva and Aas Malterser
group had our yearly meeting were we planned the 
upcoming events for 2018. Our most eager volunteers, 

and a represent from the county Children Cancer 
Association, meet with several of our Knights in the city 
of Ski just outside Oslo. On the picture you can see the 
happy gang taking a picture after a 1.5 hour (…)
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(…) meeting, exchanging experiences from our last years events, and planning the next year to come. A small but 
effective group. Our Dames could not attend this time but surely make just a great effort during the year.. if not more. We 
must also remember to appricate our 10-15 permanent volunteers that every year help us at our events. A good arena to 
recrute new knights and dames from. On the piture from the right, we have with us the two young and hopefully, if they 
accept, next new knights during 2018/19, Johan Dyrhaug and Are Kristensen, both been helping us for several years on our 
events. Brothers and Sisters, Knights and Dames, its important to engage the younger generation also in the administration 
of our organization to make sure we have someone to continue our work in the future. Do not forget to involve and 

delegate some of the work and planning during the year to new and younger members as well as the older and 
experienced. A mix of age, experiences, ocupations and backgrounds surely must be a success formula for our organi-
zation in the years to come. 

So, what have we done in Norway since our last report? The very last events we did for the 
needed in 2017 was visiting the radium hospital in Oslo, and the cancer sick youngster with a 
lot of Christmas gifts. hoping to make the days before Christmas a little bit better in their 
struggle. Frank Jakobsen and Trond Berger meet with the leisure leader at the hospital, Thora 
Kollenborg, with a small van full of gifts given from private persons and businesses. Thora at 
the hospital tells us a little bit in advance what they might need, and we try to fulfil the wishes 

as best as we can. Thank you very much to all supporting our cause. No names given and no 
forgotten is usually a term used in such occasions, but we try to celebrate our permanent 
givers and helpers with a diploma and maybe an article in the local newspaper showing 
them that we appreciate their effort, but that’s another story to tell in the next Herald. 
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We wish you all the best for the rest of the winter, and for 
your good work for the cause.   

Frank Jakobsen, CJSJ,
Commander St. Sunniva Commandery, Norway,

Prior, Nordic Priory.  



MEDITATION: an experiential way of prayer, 
contemplation and path to self-realization

REFLECTIONS on MEDITATION

Meditation is to find your centre, your inner person, 
and that's what appeals to millions of people today, 
and appeals to people who have lost their religion or 
who never had any religion. 
The method of meditation is to teach you 'Who Am 
I?’ People think 'I am this body' but then you reflect a 
little on it, and you realise that this is not the real I. 
You've got your inner person, your psyche, your 
desires and fears and for most people that is all there 
is, there is the body and the psyche. 

There are so many methods, but all type of 
meditation practitioners would say that almost every 
valid method is to bring you from your thoughts, your 
feelings, your desires, your will into your centre to 
experience the reality within. You go beyond words. 
You encounter the spirit of God. Father Bede Griffiths, 
a Benedictine monk and priest who lived in ashrams 
in South India and became a noted yogi, reminds us 
what St Paul says: 'the spirit of God bears witness with 
our spirit, that we are children of God.' At that point 
our spirit, which is the fine point of the soul, where the 
soul comes to a point, a still point. And at that point 
the Holy Spirit meets our spirit and we encounter 
God.  
Father John Main, a Roman Catholic priest and 

Benedictine monk began Christian meditation using

a mantra - his mantra is Maranatha. ‘Lord, Come’ 
in Aramaic. He built a whole meditative process around 
the mantra. It's extremely effective. Hundred thousands 
of Christians practice this prayer method throughout the 
world. http://wccm.org/

Meditation Practice: 
The first part is to become aware when your body is in 
tension your mind will be in tension; if your body is 
relaxed and is physically in harmony, it will help the mind 
be relaxed and in harmony. Yoga exercise assists you to 
gradually relax all the muscles and helps you get a 
good position for prayer and meditation. Sitting upright 
on a chair is perfectly alright; you don't have to sit on 
the floor. 
(…)
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The second part is the breathing. Most people don't 
breathe properly - they breathe from the chest and you 
really need to learn to breathe from the abdomen, the 
lower lung. You can test it by putting the hand and 
breathing out and you feel it expanding. The whole lung 

has to be filled. Physically it's very healthy, but 
psychologically it opens up the whole rhythm of the 
body. Many people do five minutes breathing before 
they meditate. 

The third part, which is the key to the whole, is the 
mantra, the sacred word. So you sit, you breath and you 
quietly repeat the mantra. Your thoughts begin to 
wander, then you come back to the mantra; they 
wander again, and you come back to the mantra, until 
gradually the stillness arrives, the mind becomes still. And 
when the mind is still the deepest centre emerges. This is 
contemplation really.

You can't prepare yourself, but you have to get to the 
point of the spirit, when you are open to God. So you 
stop your thoughts, and stop your ego. The centre of the 
psyche is the ego. We organise our whole life from 
childhood onwards from the ego. You have to do so, but 
then you have to go beyond it. But most people don't, 
they stop with the ego. All the conflicts arise from the 
conflict of egos. Contemplation is to go beyond the 

ego, to let the ego die, if you like. It opens up to the Holy 
Spirit, to God. 

So we sit, we breathe, we repeat the mantra, till the 
mind becomes still and we become aware of the 
presence of God. This is the practice of the presence of

God and the value of it particularly is this; that 
you can't be praying with words all day, and you can't 
be thinking specifically about God all day, but you can 
be aware of the presence of God whatever you're 
doing. It’s not easy in every situation, but it's possible in 
every situation, so this is fundamental for Christian life. 

In Christian meditation we enter that point of the spirit, 

and we encounter the Holy Spirit. As St Paul says, 'The 
love of God is poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
who is given us.' The Holy Spirit is poured into the heart 
and it is the spirit of love. The Christian experience is 
essentially this experience of love in the depths of the 
heart: not an emotional love, but the love rising in the 
inner depths, beyond your ego in the depths of your 
being. That love and the Holy Spirit come to us through 
Christ, so as you awake to the presence of the Holy Spirit 
you wake to the whole mystery of Christ, your 
membership of the body of Christ, and your relation with 
others. 

Father Bede Griffith’s says: ‘As you discover your own 
inner depth, the more you open to the depths in others. 

You begin to relate to others in a new way - instead of 
on the surface, as we often do, physically, externally, 
psychologically, may be with friendship or affection. It's 
all wonderful in its way, but you go beyond that, you 
relate to the depth of the other person. That is the 
secret, hidden in everybody - if you have opened it in 
yourself, you can help others to discover it for 

themselves. So you awaken to the presence of the Holy 
Spirit and you awake to the whole mystery of Christ, and 
your relationship with others, and your (…)
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(…) membership of the body of Christ, and I like to 
think also that the body of Christ extends to all 
humanity.’ 
Love is relationship; you cannot have love in a pure 
identity. It leads us into the depth of God and to 
that communion of love. As we go into meditation 
in the spirit through Christ to the Father, the more 

you become open to humanity as a whole. 
Authentic meditation and contemplation does not 
separate you. And Jesus himself is the model. He is 
totally open to the Father, totally surrendered. The 
Son does nothing but what he sees the Father 
doing, but at the same time he is totally open to 
humanity, he gave his life for the world. And that is 
the model, the total openness to the beyond, total 
giving, so this kind of contemplation can lead you to 
your deepest centre into daily life and into what you 
have to do. 

Inez Vermeulen, DSJ.
Fortitudo Luminis

Backdrop pages 44 & 45 : meditative labyrinth of 
Chartres cathedral (Fr).



International obituary:

Chevalier Raymond KOECK, Baliff Emeritus, OSJ, Prior Em. of the Priory of Prioratus Flandria (Grand 

Priory of the Benelux) has been called to join our Lord. Several other members in diffferent Priories

unfortunately passed away from this life: our deepest gratitude remains for their achievements and

fraternity within and beyond the Order. May they all rest in the peace of our Lord ! 

Elections and Nominations:

HE the Prior of Malta, H.E. Joseph GRECH, GCSJ, is appointed to Bailiff by and from the Petit Conseil dd° 13 October 

2017: we sincerely wish him all the very best in this new appointment. 

Little word from the Editor
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 1/2018 edition. From different corners of the OSJ-world, nice

things swarmed in, mostly ‘around’ the deadline . 

Keep up the good work, and do NOT forget to send me content in Word and pictures by the end of May to come, at 

the latest  ! 

Awaiting all that is storming in for the next 02/2018 issue on my e-mail adress notaris@notarislambrecht.be, I do 

absolutely remain,

Personalia

Yours most sincerely in X° and St-John.

Jan Lambrecht, GCSJ, 

Editor
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