
Order of St-John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Under the Constitution granted by his Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia

The International Herald

EDITION 03/2017

World Headquarters:

St. Paul Street 223
Valletta VLT 1217

Malta

Phone  + 356 2123 0712

H.E. Lieutenant Grand Master
Peter Gabrielsen OSJ

H.E. Grand Commander
Paul M. Borg OSJ

H.E. Grand Hospitaller
Vincent R. Bonagura OSJ

H.E. Grand Counselor
Boudewijn Franck OSJ

H.E. Grand Marshal
Roberto Volpe OSJ

Editor:
Ch. Jan Lambrecht, CJSJ

PRO FIDE, PRO UTILITATE 

HOMINUM



Word by our Lt-Grandmaster 3

Lt. o/t Chairman E,C,’s reflections on the Measure of Leasure… 5

Essay on Euthanasia for Mental Suffering 6

Charity: Lifeforce St. John Nairobi, Aarhus Cdry. (DK) 10

Reflections on Freedom of Religion & Tolerance of Diversity 13

Call for content 16

Joint Investiture St. Alexander Nevsky & Low Countries Priories, Ghent (B) 17

Charity: triathlon and Polo Benefit, St, Francis Commandery (USA) 21

Quote: Genesis 24

Italian Grand-Priory Investiture, Rome (IT) 25

Investiture luncheon toast, Melbourne (Aus) 29

Investiture Victorian Priory (AUS) 31

Charity: Oscarsborg event day, St, Sunniva Cdry., Norway (NOR) 33

Quote on Education 35

Charity: Loon Commandery, yearly wheelchair walk (B) 36

Autumn reflection 39

Investiture: Dagmar Commandery (DK) 41

Pray for the victims of Irma; call for donations 43

Personalia, Promotions & Word from the editor 44

TABLE OF CONTENT

2



exactly the cardinal virtues are very strong guidelines also 
for us today, so that by having them in mind we can judge
what is taking place in a fair and just way and be prepared 
to show strength and at the same time keep our heads 
cool in the modern world where so many old virtues and 
moral compasses are in a state of disarray in many 
respects,

Sincerely in Christ and St.-John,

Peter Gabrielsen
Lt. Grand Master

Knights and Dames in St. John, 

It can be useful once to take a look at one of the 
important guidelines for all Knights and Dames. I think 
of the Cardinal virtues, which are Justice, Wisdom, 
Moderation and Strength.
They are closely linked together and form a whole. 
Justice without wisdom may lead astray, and strength 
without moderation may similarly lead to dangerous 
results.
It is very strange that those old knightly virtues still have 

bearing today, but in our Order we respect and have 
always respected them.
However today there has arisen a focus on them in 
connection with an increased interest about the 
Crusades, which of course are part of our origin. We 
have today a moderate attitude to the crusaders of 
old times, who themselves believed that they had a just 
cause, which guided them not always combined with 
wisdom, and likewise they showed strength and not 
always combined with moderation.

This is ancient history, but in a peculiar and not very 
pleasant manner they appear in the world of today. 
Our own Order is not affected by this, but in the 
ongoing conflicts especially in the Middle East the 
western countries who engage themselves in the 
conflicts are compared to the crusaders.
One must be aware that in the Muslim societies ancient

Peter GABRIELSEN, OSJ
Lieutenant-Grand Master.
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history is very much alive, and for them 
history, present and past are woven 
together.
What can we learn from this? I strongly 
believe that we can experience that



The measure of leasure

on the Sabbath, to restore and fulfill God’s Creation. After 
Jesus’ Death and Resurrection, the first day of the week 
became the day to remember and celebrate the Lord’s 
Resurrection, the beginning of the new Covenant, hence 
the New Creation – as well as our part in it: the Agapè-
meal of the first communities was also an expression of 
solidarity and commitment: the love for our neighbor 
always involves our commitment. The celebration of this 
agape was as well an invitation to put into practice in the 
following days that we were solidary Christians – Sunday 
being the first day of the week. The pro fide part inviting 
us most directly to the pro utilitate hominum, long before 
the accent came to lie on pious exercices…

But in the meantime, 
Sunday isn’t the 
first day of the 
week anymore: it has 
been pushed back to the 
end, in combination with 

Saturday. The day on which we resume work, Monday, 
became the first day and hence the benchmark for our 
life. It is the mantra of work that dictates our lives, and 
Sundays, weekends and holidays are defined in 
terms of the absence of work, (…)
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Deacon Dominic VERHOEVEN 

Lieutenant of the Chairman of the E.C.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John,

In the northern hemisphere life is resuming after the 
summer break. The kids went back to school, people 
are back to work and political leaders are preparing 
for the new political year. The rat race has started 
again, but we are as well already looking forward to 
the next long weekend.

Over time we have made great gains in pushing back 
working hours and in extending annual holiday leave –
it looks like gaining land in a continuous battle with the 
sea. And the struggle is continuing: in Belgium balloons 
are let up about a four day work week… We have 
come a long way since there were only Sundays and 
Christian holidays – yet we should not forget that in 
many regions of the Globe, people even don’t have 
that, and four weeks of paid holidays don’t even exist 
in the deepest of dreams.

But have we also have been able to add meaning to 
the time gained since ? When we explore the biblical 
grounds for the Sabbath, we know that God rested the 
seventh day – and saw that it was all good. The 
seventh day was a day to rest, and contemplate and 
honor God’s Creation.

Yet Jesus added a dimension to that: 
God may have stopped creating on the 
seventh day, but He didn’t stop caring 
for his creation: it was allowed to heal



(…) rather than that it would have anything to do with 
commitment, solidarity and the like.

How is the balance in our life between stepping back 
and moving on ? Does our free time invites us to take on 
our duties with new energy ? does the pro fide part 
invites us to the pro utilitate hominum – or is it sometimes 
hidden not to say the opposite, as if defining leisure 
time as the absence of work, also includes the absence 
of positive commitment ?
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Let me recall the story of an encounter of Mgr. 
Rodhain, the founder of Secours Catholique (Caritas 
France) with one of his collaborators. During their 
meeting, it is said, the man was constantly looking over 
Mgr. Rodhain’s shoulder. When Mgr. Rodhain asked 
what was happening, the answer was very honest: ‘I’m 
looking at the Clock, Monseigneur, it’s five o’clock and 
my working day is over.’ Mgr. Rodhain got angry, stood 
up, went to the clock, and ripped off the hands of the 
clock. Then he took his red marker and wrote on the 
clock: ‘Charité n’a pas d’heure’ – ‘Charity has no time 
limits’.

To be clear: this is not a declaration of war on the trade 
unions, nor a return to slavery. But it is a clear appeal to 
put first things first again. There is of course a connection 
between work and free time  – but it should be freed 
from being defined in a negative way – as ‘the absen-
ce from work’ but be molded positively into an attitude 
of ‘reculer pour mieux sauter’, retreat to be able to 

jump higher, to reflect upon our actions and then 
continue. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, let us enjoy our periods of rest, 
our long weekends and our holidays, but let them also 
give us strength and new endeavors to take up our role 
in making God’s New Creation lasting – pro fide pro 
utilitate hominum.

Dominic VERHOEVEN, KSJ, 
Director Caritas Flanders, 

Lieutenant of the Chairman 
of the E.C.  

Mgr. Jean RODHAIN, 1900 - 1977



EUTHANASIA for MENTAL SUFFERING: DOWN THE SLIPPERY SLOPE ?

Published ESSAY on
EUTHANASIA for MENTAL SUFFERING

Three Knights Hospitaller of Saint 
John, Dr. René Stockman, Dr.
Marc Calmeyn and Prof. Dr.
Herman Dijn, along with another 
psychiatrist, Dr. Marc Eneman, 
wrote an essay that is now 

published in book form on whether euthanasia for mental 
suffering is justifiable. They look at it from a medical, a 
philosophical, and a religious point of view and come to the 
conclusion that performing eutha-nasia for mental suffering 
means heading down a perilous path. They make a valuable 
contribution to the public debate, which does not leave 
many people unaffected in Belgium.

Euthanasia for people in hopeless and unbearable suffe-ring 
has been legalized under certain conditions in Belgium since 
2002. While initially only physical suffering was taken into 
account to consider euthanasia, in recent years increasingly 
more patients experiencing mental suffering have been the 
object of euthanasia. Today, even minors can request 
euthanasia without their parents' consent, and there are 
those who want to extend it to elderly persons with dementia 

and persons with disabilities. In a Belgian newspaper we read 
that in Flanders 1 in 20 dies by eutha-nasia. We are clearly 
heading down a very slippery slope here. What used to be 
considered as an exception is now a rule, and soon it will be 
made into a patient’s right, where euthanasia will need to 
be granted upon simple request of the patient. Or how

euthanasia is now proclaimed a new form of therapy.

A REFLECTION FROM A MEDICAL STANDPOINT 
The authors of the essay, in addition to their being funda-
mentally opposed to any form of euthanasia, are deeply 
concerned about the way in which the field of mental 
health care deals with euthanasia. Indeed, there is a clear 
difference between physical and mental conditions. 
While ‘disease’ is the term to consider in somatic medicine, 
mental disorders refer to ‘persons’ with a condition. 
While a somatic condition can be more or less objectified, 
this is much less the case with psychological distress. Men-
tal suffering experienced as unbearable by the patient 
should not immediately be classified as untreatable. 
Moreover, when a mental condition initially appears 
resistant to conventional treatment, it does not mean that 
the patient consequently loses all ability to recover. A 
psychiatrist treats a person first and not a disorder. And 
sometimes this person will and can develop their very own 
mechanisms, sometimes as a positive side effect to the 
seemingly little effective treatment, which may lead to a 
change in their situation. Also, serious questions can be 

raised about the legal competence of patients who are in 
a very severe depressive phase, taking into account the 
highly diminished moral autonomy which these patients 
have. Is it not precisely typical of mental suffering that a 
person does not see any prospects, but the experience 
(…)
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(…) of hopelessness in itself says nothing about the prog-
nostic expectations of this mental suffering?
A legitimate question is, once a patient is regarded as 
untreatable, how much energy the carers will want to put 
in the further treatment and support of the patient. Is he 
not literally doomed ?

Dealing with requests for euthanasia requires care workers 

to be close to people first and never leave them and 
develop and hone all of their professional creativity and 
skills to transform and transcend their longing for death 
into a desire to live. “Is our society, which has never had 
more therapeutic and assistive tools, choosing death, 
now more than ever before?” is the pertinent question 
closing the contribution from a medical standpoint.

A REFLECTION FROM A RELIGIOUS STANDPOINT

As Christians, we have the right and duty to think about 
the request for and the practice of euthanasia for mental

suffering. Here, we fall back on a general reflec-tion on 
humanity that we are trying to develop from Christian faith, 
in which respect for every human life is key. For a Christian, 
the inviolability of life is absolute, and without judging an 
individual patient’s request or choice, we will deal with this 
request carefully, from a fundamental respect for the 
autonomy of the patient, support them in a professional 
way, but not actively participate should euthanasia 
possibly be carried out, precisely because of the inviolability 
of life, which we consider to be absolute.
After all, we regard human life as sacred because it is 
marked by God's creative activity from its origin. God’s 
image is present in man, which deifies human nature, as it 
were.
The sanctity of life creates its inviolability. We cannot touch 
what is sacred, but only treat it with respect and do every-
thing possible to protect and promote its sanctity.
We are entrusted only with the stewardship of our life. We 
do not dispose of our own life and death nor our neigh-
bour’s. As human beings, however, we have a duty to 
make every effort to respect and promote our own life and 
that of others, and not to perform any act which might 
affect it. Here, the concept of ‘quality’ often comes up, 
and it is suggested that when life has no more quality, 
perhaps it would be best to put an end to it. But what is 
meant by quality? We make a distinction between the 
essential quality, which is about life as such, and accidental 
quality, which has more to do with the current condition the 
person is in. In the discourse on quality, people generally 
limit themselves to this accidental quality and ignore the 
essential quality, which remains intact in any situation, even 
in an advanced stage of dementia for instance. We can 

therefore never say that a human life has lost its quality as a 
human being can never lose its essential quality. 
(…)
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The term hopelessness is seen as an objective factor, 
while unbearable suffering is a subjective factor. Even if 
the hopelessness is more or less objectively verifiable 
within somatic medicine, which is much less the case in 
psychiatric care, these factors always have to do with 
the accidental quality of life. Human life as such has 
universal dignity, an essential quality, intrinsic value, and 
this value is independent of the physical, mental, social, 
cultural, and historical circumstances in which it finds 
itself.
And since man lives by and with his body, the body is 
part of the essence of man and the body shares in the 
intrinsic value of life, so it cannot be balanced against 
other values.
The termination of physical life in order to put an end to 
suffering means that the body is sacrificed as a means 
to end the suffering.
With euthanasia, man and his body are switched off

A REFLECTION FROM A PHILOSOPHICAL STANDPOINT
The reflection from a philosophical angle actually fits in seam-
lessly with the previous reflection. Key to the ethical concept-
tion of good and evil is to uphold and respect human dignity. 
This dignity is crystallized in the idea of the inviolability of 
human life, and even the human body. Even contemporary 
philosophers today speak of the sanctity of human life and 
the human body. Intentionally ending human life is generally 
regarded as ethically unacceptable.
There are, however, philosophical ethics, utilitarianism, which 
subordinates the inviolability of human beings to the creation 
of as much welfare as possible, of a minimax of pain and 
happiness. The vision behind these ethics ignores something 
fundamental: the fact that people in their lives rather focus on 
meaningful relationships and recognition by others. The 
absence of pain and the presence of all sorts of pleasures is of 
course very much worthwhile, but it is not what really matters 
in life. Moreover, pain and suffering become unbearable 
especially in case of non-recognition of the pain, great 
loneliness or if there seems to be no more meaningful 
perspective to life. Those who detach good and evil from the 
concrete meaning and value perspective in which people 
live, cannot but reduce ethics to a kind of therapeutic 
protection against pain.
The terms unbearable and hopeless suffering are very 
subjective, as well. Hopelessness in the case of purely mental 
suffering is always debatable. These are subjective 
judgements of the patient or the physician. People can be in 
what is called inhumane conditions, where they really suffer, 
and where they think they are written off in the eyes of others, 
or have become a burden or are simply revolting. It is then 
that we must use every means to try to get them out of
(…)

exactly to 
solve the 
problem 
that man 
has with his 

body, which 
is a body 
that suffers 
physically or 
psychologic
ally. This 
means that 
the body is 
reduced to 

a means.
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(…) that situation and show them that they remain human 
beings to us who deserve respect and who we will not let 
down.
Research has also shown that care workers who perform 
euthanasia develop two dominant attitudes: either 

keeping to the rules, or meeting the needs of the patient 
as much as possible. A vague uneasiness lingers in them, 
however, suggesting that the deeper ethical questions 
have not disappeared, but at the same time they are not 
being pointedly asked. The ethical sense is suppressed 
here, as it were. The fear of death and killing remained, but 
the ethical reflection is dominated by focusing fully on a 
certain form of proceduralism and sentimentalism.

A patient’s request for euthanasia is a request that each 
person involved needs to take completely seriously. But 
that does not mean carers should comply with it. With the 
advances that we are making we should be able to 
respond differently, both individually and collectively, to 
certain situations other than by honouring the death wish.
The conclusion of this philosophical reflection is: “We can 

expect a decent society to uphold human dignity, which 
means it provides basic assistance and care, and mainly 
protection of life and limb, in particular for the weak and 
defenceless.” It is a conclusion that can be fully endorsed 
from these three different angles.

Chev. Dr. René STOCKMAN, KSJ,
Superior General 

of the Brothers of Charity.

Flanders Commandery,
Low Countries Priory.

Co-authors:
Dr. Marc CALMEYN, 

psychiatrist and psychoanalyst in the 
Psychiatric Hospital in Sint-Michiels Bruges (B), 

Dr. Marc ENEMAN 
psychiatrist and doctor MD-director

At the University’s Psychiatric Centre Sint-
Kamillus in Bierbeek (Leuven, B), and

Prof. dr. Herman DE DIJN , CGSJ 
Prof. Em. 

Philosophy dept. 
Catholic University 

of Leuven (B).

The book “Euthanasie
bij psychisch lijden: 
het hellend vlak dat
overslaat?” 
(Euthanasia for 
mental suffering: 
down the slippery 
slope?) is published 
by Garant and is € 
13,90. Available in 
Dutch in bookshops 
or via: 
rene.stockman.fc@fra

carita.org

mailto:rene.stockman.fc@fracarita.org


KIBERA, Nairobi, Kenya

CHARITY: LIFEFORCE ST. JOHN
Aros Commandery, Denmark 

Dear sisters and brothers in St. John,
It´s a pleasure for me to report on the 
progress of the 2017 joint Project Lifeforce St.
John in Kibera, Nairobi Kenya.In 2016 a group of knights and 
aspirants of the order of St. John applied for a grant from the 
order of St. John with the purpose of supporting the St. Johns 
Primary School in Kibera, Nairobi, Kenya.

Kibera
Kibera is one of about 200 slum settlements in Nairobi, and it 
is Africa's largest slum area with a habitation of more than  
250.000 people.

The area is built up with 4x4 meter huts with tin roofs and dirt 
or concrete foundations. Typically 8 people are living in a 
hut. 

govern-
ment has 
supplied 
two new 
main pipes 
to the area.
There is no 
sanitation 
in the area 
, and 
typically 50 
huts are 
sharing a 
latrine.
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The health conditions in the area are bad, and HIV and 
AIDS are a great problem. The use of alcohol are extensive 
and the use of narcotic substances has been spreading 
fast.
The area is characterized by a high crime rate and there is 
a lot of conflicts between the various population groups. 
Unemployment is about 50% due to lack of job, bad 
educations and people with skills.
All in all the life conditions in Kibera are some of the worst in 
the world, and that is the reason why the authorities point 
out, that training and education are of paramount impor-
tance, if you would like to improve the living conditions in 
the area.
(…)

Only about 
20% has 
electricity, 
and there is 

seldom 
access to 
clean 
drinking 
water, 
though 
during the 
last two 
years the



(…) St. Johns Primary school
St. John Primary School was established in  2002 as a priva-
te charity school in Kibera, and it is situated near the villa-
ge of Silanga in Kibera.
According to Kenyan law  all children should have access 
to a free basic education, but in praxis this is far from 
reality, so a large part of the educational system is run by 
private organizations.
St. Johns Primary School  is one of these private humanita-
rian schools.
The school is managed by Josiah Munyutu, who originally 
established the school, and the school is staffed by a 
combination of trained teachers and voluntary educators.
Furthermore, there is a small staff of technical personal, 
who amongst others takes care of janitorial duties and 
food production.
Josiah created the school with the objective of giving the 
children a quality school to an affordable price for the 
parents.
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The school has grown from a handful of pupils in 2002 to 
around 740 in 2015. Until 2013 the school was supported by 
an Australian humanitarian organization called OASIS 
Africa, but unfortunately Oasis discontinued its support in 
2013.
After 2013 the school has been supported by a small 

Danish organization called AWE and with grants from the 
Rhodes Foundation.

Mission of the Project in Kibera
The original project was based on an application for a 3 
years period, where the mission was to support the school 
and the pupils, so they would be able to complete their 
basic education, and thereby improving their chances for 
breaking the social barriers and gain a better future with 

more life-force and the ability to create a better life.
The OSJ Malta decided to give an amount of 10.000 Euros, 
so the basis of the project was altered to a one year period 
with the focus of giving support to the school within a 
context of providing help, that also would help the school 
in the following year. 
The focus thereby changed from help to the daily business 
to an investment plan with emphasis on durable goods.

Corporation with St. Johns Primery
School
The Corporation with St. Johns Primery
School is based on joint effort by the 
school leader Joshia Munythu, Peter 
Mburu who is our local member of the 
forum donati in Nairobi and Chevalier 
Henrik Rudolph.
Peter and Josiah work closely together 
on the ground in Kibera, and we rely 
(…)
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The donation will greatly reduce the cost of running the 

school in the coming years, and it is Josiah’s assessment, that 
the impact of the new uniforms have enhanced the status of 
the pupils and the school.

In the coming months we'll be supporting the school with 

books, school supplies and we hope to raise additional funds 
for an improvement of the water supply to the school.
All in all we are quite satisfied the project at this time, and we 
will be back with information later this year.

Yours in St. John.

Henrik Rudolph, KSJ,
Commandry of Aros

Denmark
.

(…) on their ideas and management of the funds.

From the start we decided that we would try to avoid a 
misuse of the funds by focusing on paying directly to 
the suppliers. 
Kenya has a well developed supply net and market for 
school supplies which means, that educational 
materials are available from local suppliers at 
reasonable costs.

Status of the project

At the end of July 2017 we have supplied more than 
650 sets of school uniforms. 

All the uniforms were delivered from The Choise Knit-
ting Shop and Double Fashion Enterprises, and they 
were all with the logo of the order. All the invoices 
have been paid directly to the suppliers via the 
international banking system. 

The uniforms were received in June with great joy from 
the pupils, their parents and the staff of the school. 



According to the well-known American philosopher 
Martha Nussbaum, religious freedom in  a democratic 
society is best understood in terms of the freedom of each 
individual to search for meaning and truth whether in the 
context of a religion or not. This search for meaning and 

truth constitutes at least in part the dignity of each 
individual. According to Nussbaum, respect for human 
dignity is fundamentally related to respect for the indivi-
dual as a seeker of meaning.
It seems doubtful to me whether religion can be adequa-
tely described as a search for meaning. Is religion not 
rather a specific way of life, in which people simply do 
things (e.g. perform certain acts like praying, wear certain

REFLECTIONS  

on FREEDOM OF RELIGION and TOLERANCE OF DIVERSITY
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meaning is lived in forms of communal life and practices 
involving rites or ceremonies, reading or meditating certain 
texts, hearing religious stories, and honouring certain symbols. 
The interpretation of religion in terms of the search for 

meaning or for truth, seems a much too cerebral form of 
understanding. The same is true with respect to religious 
belief: this is more a form of faith (fides) than a form of 
entertaining certain more or less weird opinions. Involvement 
in symbolic practices seems at least as important, if not more 
so, than the search for meaning. This would also explain why 
religion is so deeply tied up with other domains and activities 
that are equally deeply informed by symbols (as we have 
learned from cultural anthropology) such as marrying, raising 

children, eating, dressing, feasting, and so on.
(…)

symbols 

like 
crosses 
or 
dastars, 
behave 
towards 
each 
other in 
certain 
ways 
such as 
charity, 
etc.). In 
religion

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-sMet7-XVAhVKPFAKHQbNARIQjRwIBw&url=https://godenenmensen.wordpress.com/2016/08/22/een-grootse-visie-op-de-zin-van-het-leven/&psig=AFQjCNHWien-r07PNwV4drI69pW29jQiFg&ust=1503320485298321


REFLECTIONS 
on FREEDOM of RELIGION and TOLERANCE of DIVERSITY

(…) The involvement in symbolic practices does not obey 
the logic of searching after insight or truth. In the context 
of searching for insight or truth, people with different 
insights or beliefs can respect each other notwithstanding 
the differences in insight or belief, because it is in the 
nature of searching that one is (in principle) prepared to 
give up old beliefs for new ones having more evidential 
backing or having a better explanation. But the 
adherence to religious beliefs, symbols and practices is not 

really comprehensible in this way. Adherence is 
determined by ‘believing in’ rather than by ‘believing 
that’, by emotional and practical involvement, by 
upbringing, familiarity, loyalty, and so on. Symbols and

practices cannot be seen as progressive steps to-
wards something objectively better. In the symbolic domain, 
the particular and the familiar, even when understood to be
such (to be different from other symbolic forms), cannot be 
lived as just of equal value as anything else.

Of course it is not wrong to connect religion to meaning, at 
least not in the sense of existential significance. But even if 
one agrees to do so, religion still should not primarily be 
understood in terms of a search for meaning. In religion, 
meaning is not so much the object of a search, it is rather 
something ‘given’, something received in gratitude, present 
in the context of a way of living, of doing and relating to 
people and things in certain ways. As Wittgenstein said, (…)
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REFLECTIONS 
on FREEDOM OF RELIGION and TOLERANCE OF DIVERSITY

(…) the solution to the problem of existential meaning – if 
such a problem has arisen - is not found in a cognitive 
answer, but in adopting that way of life which makes the 
problem disappear. Religious meaning is constituted, not 
primarily by (quasi-)intellectual insights and beliefs, but 
through life within symbolic practices (like praying, offering, 
singing, dancing, meditating) and in relation to specific 
combinations of symbols to be worshipped in particular 
places and at particular times, and so on. If we see this is 

how religion is, then we can begin to grasp the enormity of 
the problem of accommodation of religious diversity in a 
pluralistic society.

meaning no longer exist or no longer operate. This is 
true, but it still does not follow that we can understand this 
search in analogy with the search for insight or truth in the 
ordinary sense. What people who search for meaning seem 
to be looking for today, is meaning in the sense of an identity 
which will give them recognition. Especially when individuals 
are incapable or unsuccessful in obtaining recognition 
through some competitive advantage, they will try to obtain 
it through their belonging to a group, rallying around some 
powerful symbol, often but not always a religious one. 
Sociologists call this 'the new tribalism' of our supposedly 
purely individualistic age. In the present context, group 
symbols (religious or not) are used to give oneself the identity 
and recognition one does not seem otherwise able to 
obtain. This kind of ‘tribalism’ may not be less dangerous 
than the old traditional one.
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Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ 
Prof. Em., 

Philosophy dept., 
Catholic University 

of Leuven (B).

To all this, Nussbaum might object that many people are 

today engaged in a desperate search for (existential) 
meaning because the old common contexts that provided 



Order of St-John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Under the Constitution granted by his Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia

The International Herald

We want 

YOU 
for The International Herald !    

Make yourself heard, from all OSJ’s units. 

We DO want to know how you are doing over 

there on the Pro Fide, the pro Utilitate Hominum !

Send your contributions in Word format and in 

pictures soon, for the next 04/2017 edition, 

to lambrechtnot@skynet.be, by the end of 

November to come. 
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Joint INVESTITURE
ST. ALEXANDER NEVSKY and LOW COUNTRIES Priories (B)
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Pictures: Chev. Filip LEYSSENS, CGSJ.



Saint Paul's Church in Antwerp

Feast of Saint John |Priory of the Low Countries |Ghent, June, 2017

“ Together we’ll make the future …”
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The joint edition of the Feast of Saint Johns leaves many beautiful tracks to all of us, 

Dames and Knights of the Priory of the Low Countries,

Dames and Knights of the Priory of Saint Alexander Nevsky

and also to all the other guests.

Our congratulations and a very warm “thank you” 
go to the organising Commandery of Flanders Flanders.

Thank you very much !!

The Commandery of Flanders succeded gratefully in

getting up, sharing and really letting shine

all the good, the beautiful and the positive things

of 50 years “Priory of the Low Countries”

at the occasion of the Feast of Saint John in Ghent on June 25th.

And all this with respect for values and traditions,

and at the same time with a open view to renewal,

expansion and with new impulses to the future!

After all, we will have to that future together!

The heartwarming mails and the many wishes who reached the Commander of Flanders Etienne 

Leirman are the quiet witnesses.

The locations, the organization, the character, the personality, the hospitality, the sensitivity, the 

outstanding liturgy, the beautiful musical framing, the nice attentions, 

all characterized the Feast of Saint John on the occasion of 50 years of Low Countries.



Newly invested Chev. Philippe Delforge pleasured every Dame and lady in our large 

company with the courtesy gift of a rose called ‘Altamira’, coloured to our mantles.

Brother and Sisters were brought together and united in fraternity, true warm friendship and in deeply

rooted Christian faith. It really gave a "boost“ and an impetus to strive together, in words and in deeds, 

today and in the future to give shape to our beautiful motto “Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum”.

We are particularly pleased with the commitment of 11 new Donates and 9 new Knights and Dames. 

Our appreciation and thanks go out to : 

- the Lieutenant Grand-Master for his motivating message to our new donates, 

- our new Knights and Dames and to the promoted members

- our Grandprior Stefaan for his clear, powerful, forward-looking vision,

- our Prelate Hans for leaving us his inspiring homily,

- our Main Herald Lucia for her driven action in collecting the testimonies of our knew Knights and Dames,

- the Commander of Flanders and his organising staff for that absolutely perfect day.

And last but not least we want to express our appreciation to our Brother-photographer Philippe 

for giving us a warm souvenir by offering us all these brilliant and artistic pictures bundled in a 

beautiful album.

After the Feast of Saint John the challenge was passed on the Commandery of Loon for 2018.

Joint INVESTITURE
St Alexander Nevsky and Low Countries Priories (B)

19

With warm affection in Christ and Saint John,

Gretel DE MEYER, CGSJ, 

Chancellor,

Priory of the Low Countries.
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St- Francis Commandery, August, 2017 

Priory of the PACIFIC (USA)

Charity: BENEFIT THRIATLON & POLO

August 2017 was a busy month for the Priory of the Pacific.
Under the leadership of Chevalier Phil Connolly, KGSJ, another successful triathlon was held at the Round Hill Country Club 
in Alamo, California. More than 22.000 USD was raised by this event and the proceeds will be donated to local charities
that support wounded veterans in the San Francisco Bay Area. Chevalier Connolly was instrumental in initiating this
program and has been a stalwart in carrying on the program.

On Sunday, August 20th, the St. Francis 
Commandery held the 8th annual Polo 
Match at the polo grounds in Santa Rosa, 
California.
St. Francis Commander, William 
Chadwick, CGSJ, organized an excellent 
committee to supervise the event. Chev. 
Michael Keigwin, KSJ, Chev. Scott Powell, 
KSJ, Chev. Stephen Pendas, KGSJ, Dame 
Ruth Matz, DGSJ, Dame Nancy Glenn, 
DGSJ, Dame Barbara Weghorn, DGSJ, 
Chev. Fernando Exposito, KSJ, and Chev. 
Michael Lark KSJ, all served on the 
committee and hosted a world class 
event which was sold out and attended
by more than 300 members and
guests. Mrs. Kim Powell and Mrs. Christo-
pher Barnes were exceptional volunteers
for the event. Chev. Christopher Barnes, 
CJSJ, Prior Emeritus, and Chev. Paul 
Griffin, KGSJ, led the effort (…)
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The Opening Ceremony Colonel John ROUSH, CGSJ, 
throws in the first polo ball of the 
tournament.

Commander Bill Chadwick, KGSJ, announcing
the games.

Guests enjoyed a gourmet lunch and fine 
wines, while enjoying the spectacle and
raising money for injured veterans.

Polo teams and their sponsors
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After presentation of colors and singing of the National Anthem, our
two members who were honored this year were introduced to the 
assembled guests. Colonel Ralph Cole, USA-ret, CGSJ, and Colonel
John Roush, USA-ret, CGSJ were the honored members this year and
both served in France and elsewhere during WWII.

At the conclusion of the day, Chevalier Paul Griffin, KGSJ, and a 
member of the polo team FASTER HORSES presented the awards to
the winning teams. It was a beautiful sunny day in a beautiful setting 
with the mountains as a back drop and plenty of good food and wine
to enjoy with friends and guests. A tradition for the Commandery that
continues! Please see the revamped web site: www.osj-sfc.org for
pictures of the recent investiture and please see www.polobenefit.org
for recent pictures of the Polo Event.

Yours in St. John,
Biz OBLEY, KJSJ

Prior.

to provide the attendees with world class polo players including several from Argentina. Two outstanding matches were
held which provided onlookers the opportunity to see and enjoy the sport of polo. Between matches the traditional 
champagne stomp and ladies hat contest was held on the field. A variety of hat styles and colors appeared on the field 

to the delight of the players and gentlemen present. Also featured were the Riata Girls International Horse Riding team 
who have appeared in more than 20 countries. These young ladies (three from Australia) put on quite a show for the 
crowd.
They gave a sterling performance of trick riding and roping and were very helpful in soliciting funds through the annual
boot appeal where cowboy boots are passed among the guest for donations to the Commandery. The Commandery is 
an all volunteer organization and funds are given to local charities that support wounded Bay Area veterans.

The fast and the furious !

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.osj-sfc.org&data=02|01||f70c33edb1df4d6d4ab208d4efe6beab|5f265c14a96f47c48c273ac4b9aff665|0|0|636397221697252407&sdata=yStnTDhI7GVb3GXzAAH4hpOFtTri1BINZp8eHnZ9X0g%3D&reserved=0
http://www.polobenefit.org/
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I am with you

and will watch over you

wherever you go 

Genesis 28:15.



ROME, May 20th
Thanks to the friendly agreement between OSJ Malta and the Society of 
the Divine Savior, for the first time in history the Order of King Peter was 
able to celebrate a Ceremony of Investiture in Rome, a few steps from St. 
Peter's Basilica. more precisely in the sixteenth century Palazzo Cesi-
Armellini.

The Motherhouse of the Society of the Divine Savior has a very historical 
name, Palazzo Cesi. The name comes from the surname of its former 

owner. Cardinal Francesco Armellini started the building in the years 1517-
1520. The foundation was laid almost at the same time as the foundation 
of the present Basilica of St. Peter.

Around 1565 Cardinal Pier Donato Cesi, from whom the present name is 
taken, bought the palace. Pier Donato Cesi was Bishop of Narni from 1546 
to1566. He moved to Rome to assist the Pope in various diplomatic func-
tions, and after he was made a cardinal in 1570, he thoroughly restored his 
palace, entrusting the task to a Lombardian architect, Martino Longhi il

Vecchio. The result of his work is visible even now.

After its Cesi era, the palace changed owners several times. In the 19th 
century, two Graziolini brothers: Giovanni Battista and Giuseppe, owned 
the palace. The son of Giuseppe, Giulio, sold the palace in 1862 to Count 
Gustavo Candelori Moroni, who in 1875 bequeathed it to his son, Gustavo, 
and his widow, Amallia Rosati Kinsky. In 1879 Duca Giuseppe Caffarelli
Negroni bought the palace, and three years later his son Duca Francesco 
Di Paola Negroni Caffarelli received it in bequest.  Father Francis Mary of 

the Cross Jordan bought it from him in 1895 and since then this building 
has been the property and Motherhouse of the Society of the Divine 
Savior.

Rome (It), Palazzo Cesi Armellini
Grand Priory of Italy INVESTITURE

Gallery of Frecoes
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Grand Priory of Italy INVESTITURE
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Before the 1930s, the area around the Motherhouse looked 
quite different. The palace was located on a narrow street 
names Borgo Vecchio, which was built on the ancient Roman 
Via Cornelia leading from the Tiber River to the Circus of Nero 
at the foot of the Vatican hill.

As always, the ceremony was preceded by the Mass, 
officiated by the Prelates of the Order and the Salvatorian
Fathers. There were present Knights and Dames of five 
different nations: Italy, Malta, Portugal, the United States and 

Sweden representing five Grand Priory or Priory: Americas, 
Italy, Malta, St. Eskyl and Sicily.

Among others, there were H.E. Grand Commander Paul Borg, 
H.E. Grand Marshal Roberto Volpe, H.E. Grand Hospitaller
Vincent Bonagura and Priests Ann Van Ness of Americas, 
Joseph Greg of Malta, Alice Infantino of Sicily and Bengt 
Almeback of Sweden,

During the ceremony 19 new members were received in the 
Order.

The next October, Cesi Palace will host the Petit Conseil.

Roberto VOLPE, OSJ,
Grand-Prior of Italy,

Grand Marshal,

Capella Soffitto

Terrace by night

Grand Priory of Italy INVESTITURE



By Ch, David Palmer, KGSJ, 
June 17th,  2017,
at Graduate House. Melbourne University

INVESTITURE Luncheon Melbourne (AU)
A TOAST TO THE ORDER

Your Excellency’s, Your Honours, Dames & Knights, Partners, 
and Friends of the Order of St John.  

It is, indeed, an honour to be asked to propose a Toast to 
the Order.
Christian Pilgrims had been journeying into Jerusalem since 
the 4th Century AD and the trip was not only arduous but 

dangerous, injury and illness often befell the traveller. In the 
early 11th Century in a section of the town known as 
“Muriston”, the merchants of Amalfi established a small 
Benedictine hospice, dedicated to St John the Baptist, to 
care for the Christian pilgrims.
By mid-11th Century, this hospice, the beginnings of our 
Order, came under the direction of the blessed Brother 
Gerrard and importantly, became renowned for the quality 
of care extended to people of all faiths, whether Christian, 
Mohammedan, or Jew. 

In fact, over the coming years, our Hospitaller Knights were 
the first in the world to do many original things, including 
establishing universal health care, creating the first large-
scale pharmacy and treatment centre, and developing 
formal medical education and treatment protocols.
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Brother Gerrard proposed that the brothers should 
organize into a constituted body, taking on the vows of 
poverty, obedience and chastity and insisted that 
members devote themselves to the service of the 
Lord’s sick and poor for the rest of their lives through 
charitable works.

Our Christian Sovereign Order being founded on chivalric 
principles of putting others before self has continued to 
pledge support to the disadvantaged, disenfranchised 
and marginalised in the world.

Through goodwill and devotion to a just cause, the 
Sovereign Order has since been in the forefront of some 
of history’s greatest moments and forged a proud history 
of demonstrating kindness, care, compassion and charity 
to others.

Indeed, our Order is as relevant today as it has ever been 
over its proud 900 year history and the need remains as 
great.

One only needs to walk 
through the CBD or the 
streets of our own Suburbs 
to recognise the suffering 
of the homeless; or to 
read any of our tabloids 
or switch on (…)



(…) our daily TV news broadcasts to gain an appreciation 
of:
- the myriad of issues facing our own indigenous 
population, including high incarceration rates; and the 
range of medical issues afflicting our people, which are 
only encountered within the 3rd world;
- the scourge of drugs, particularly ICE, and the effect that 
this drug is having on the individuals and their families 
within our city and regional communities; 
- generational unemployment and disadvantage; 
- unprecedented mental health issues within our 
community, including depression and anxiety; 
- the high incidence of youth suicide; 
- the prevalence of domestic violence; 
- the perverse influence of groups both nationally and 
internationally on others, and particularly our young, to 
commit violent acts based on either racial or religious 
differences within our communities; 
- the threat that sexual predators, with cyberspace alter 
egos, pose to our children; and 
- the future hospice challenges that our society faces to 
care for our ageing population; 
Just to name a few of the many modern day challenges.

Our newly invested members were called upon to join the 
Order because they have already demonstrated, through 
their sterling community service, the same commitment 
that the original members were required to exhibit, namely: 
a commitment to the Christian faith and devotion to the 
well-being of their fellow man. 

Today, our new Knights and Dames join us in taking up the 
baton to serve our community just as the original monks 
and Knights of the Order vowed to do 900 years. 

30

They have added their names to the institutional memory of 

the Order by pledging their allegiance to the immutable 
principles upon which the Order was founded when taking 
the solemn oath of knighthood at Investiture and accepting 
the honour and responsibility for carrying on the centuries-
old history and traditions of the Order.

May the fundamentals of our Ancient Order of Chivalry –
courage, compassion and courtesy – always be our guide, 
and the four cardinal virtues of Prudence, Temperance, 

Justice and Fortitude continue 
to serve as our inspiration. 

And may the motto of our Order, Pro Fide Pro Utilitate, 
Hominum – For Faith, For Service to Humanity – which 
underpinned the work of loyal Knights and Dames who 
followed the footsteps of Brother Gerard throughout our 900 
+ years history of the Order continue inspire us in our 
vocation to be servants of those in need and steel us as we 

strive to prove ourselves worthy of the challenge through 
life’s journey.

Knights, Dames, Ladies and gentlemen, I would ask you to 
please charge your glasses and to be upstanding and join 
me in a toast to the continued success of the Order of the St 
John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller.

The Toast is: THE ORDER !

David PALMER, 

KGSJ. 



It was my privilege on behalf of the Victorian Priory Administrative Council, to report on the year’s activities to members at 
the exceptionally well attended Annual Chapter Meeting held on the 17th June 2017. The message delivered at this forum 
advised of the growth of our Priory and its geographic spread across two States, of our membership which has 

necessitated the formation of three additional Groups to complement the Geelong Commandery and the Tasmanian 
Commandery. It is predicted that at some point in the future these groups will form additional Commanderies.
During this current year, we have witnessed healthy interest by qualified and very worthy individuals in the number of 
invitations extended to them to contemplate membership of the Order.

JUNE 17TH, 2017, MELBOURNE.

Members of the Order assembled on the steps of Newman College Chapel of 
the Holy Spirit, Melbourne University following the Investiture Service held on the 

17th June 2017.
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At the June Investiture, held in 
Melbourne on 17th June 2017, we 
welcomed four new members (one 
Dame and three Knights), and on the 
12th August at an Investiture held in 
the capital city of Hobart, Tasmania 
we welcomed an additional seven 
new members;  two Dames, two 
Knights, a Serving Brother and two 
Serving Sisters into our Order. The 
Victorian Priory is holding an 
additional Investiture Service on 
Saturday 28th October in the regional 
city of Ballarat where a further two 
Knights and a Dame will admitted to 
the Order. Our growth continues with 
the Geelong Commandery
Investiture which will be held on 
Saturday 3rd March 2018 with 

additional members joining our 
Order.                                                 (…)

INVESTITURE 
Victorian Priory, Australasia



(…) Earlier this year, the Victorian Priory Administrative Council agreed to support an 
Appeal by the United Nations regarding the catastrophic famine declared in Somalia, 
South Sudan, Yemen and Nigeria, to help alleviate the suffering of those affected. We 
also willingly supported a donation to the Italian Earthquake Appeal . Thus, our Priory 
continues to provide tangible support with a broader lens to the needs of our world, as 
well as supporting local communities .

The information provided within the Constitution of the Grand Priory of Australasia 
delivered a valuable reference source for defining the role and responsibility of a 
Serving Brother/Serving Sister. It is important to note that the roles of Serving Brothers 
and Sisters preceded those of Knights and Dames in the Hospitaller Order, and in the 
footsteps of Brother Gerard who led the way as a Serving Brother.

Warmest regards to members of the International family of the Order of Saint John !

Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ,
Prior,

Priory of Victoria
Commanderies of Geelong & 

Tasmania,
Ballarat Founding Group,

Gippsland Peninsula Group, 
Melbourne – Metro Group,

and New Zealand

2132



Oscarsborg Fortress, August 26th.

CHARITY, OSCARSBORG 
St. Sunniva Commandery, Norway

Together with 20 volunteers they made a fantastic day in the sun, and it was just as rewarding for the volunteers as for the 
parents looking at the children having a good time forgetting their everyday struggle for a short time. A vast amount of 
hotdogs and hamburgers was devoured in a short time so apparently the fresh air, the sun and hopefully the good 
company of our Brothers and Sisters from St. Sunniva was very much appreciated. We all look forward to seeing the 
children again next year same time.

St. Sunniva, Norway, and Aas Hospitalergroup once 

again arranged a day full of activities and fun for 
children and young adults affected by cancer. In 
the middle of the Oslo fjord at the beautiful fortress 
island Oskarsborg they together with their families 
could attend to barbeque, boat trips with high-
speed RIB-boats, helicopter flying, and many more 
exiting events, all for free.

Aas Hospitaler group, the predecessor to the 

Norwegian Commandery St.Sunniva, has for several 
years arranged this day in late August together with 
the county Children Cancer association. This year
approximately 40 families, 120 persons totally met on 
the docks at Drøbakk town at 10am to be shipped 
across the fjord by the Oskarsborg ferry. 

Frank Jakobsen, 
CJSJ,

Commander St. Sunniva
Commandery,

Norway,
Grand-Prior, Nordic Priory
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the whole purpose
of education

is turning mirrors
into windows.

Sydney  J. Harris



St-Oda Facility, Overpelt (B), September 3rd.
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Charity: 15th yearly WHEELCHAIR WALK
Loon Commandery, Low Countries (B) 

For the 15th consecutive time, Loon Commandery went for a 
wheelchair walk with the residents of St-Oda in Overpelt, a residence
where the severest struck people with multiple mental and physic
disabilities reside, some of whom are declined in all other care facilities
in the whole of Belgium. St-Oda tikes pride in declining not one soul, 
however how severe the mental and/or physical problems he or she
carries.
The St-Oda facility and many others were constituted by founding
members of the Loon Commandery, Gilbert and Mia SERESIA-
OVERSTEYNS, both Knight/dame of St-John, both exemplary members 
of our OSJ-community with a life totally dedicated to our motto. After
our dear Brother Gilbert was deceased, his spouse Mia continued the 
effort for the both of them. Despite her 93 years of age, she still leads 
the wheelchair walk and comments on new buildings, new 
investments, new initiatives that aren’t available anywhere else than
with St-Oda. And miraculously: each year we end up at a dead end 
alley at a construction wharf that needs sponsoring to make it to the 
finish. 
Their first and key facility St-Oda celebrated its 50th birthday three
years ago and is ever growing, rejuvenating and re-inventing itself as a 
key player in the field and a pioneer in all forms of care and support in 
a 1 to 1 resident/staff setting. 
First feeling that strikes you pleasantely and immediately
when entering one of the 20 boarding houses or community facilities, is the joy and enthousiasm of the residents, of the 
staff and of the vast number of volunteers, it is really the Gilbert and Mia spirit wandering around the whole area.    
(…)
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(…) We were blessed with excellent weather for this walk, as 
we are every year, and both the guests as the staff enjoyed
the walk, and not the least ourselves. 
A visit to the remembrance garden for the deceased
residents is an most natural element in the walk; lest we 
forget… 

After the tour, we traditionally closed with coffee and cake, 
as a side dish to the Commander’s remarks and previews 
about the coming meeting with our Bisshop Patrick 
Hoogmartens, the charity concert, the organisation by our
Commandery of the 2018 Feast of St-John, and many other
things to be briefed on. 

The closing remarks with thank you all speech just belongs
to our founding mother, Mia SERESIA, who thanks all to
make it happen again, and for the good spirits, 

Jan LAMBRECHT, GCSJ,
Vice-prior, Low Countries Priory,

Pictures: Vice-Chancellor Alfons MARIEN, KSJ,



Saint Paul's Church in Antwerp

Autumn Reflection

8

I remember yesterday

The rain fell to the earth
For I dream of your arrival

And color my dark world with faith

Knowing you would be the strong one

To keep my focus in close view

I thank the heavens above
For the angel beside me today

The guardian of my sanity

The one who will save my soul
If I ever doubt the faith I hold

I only need one smile from you

And an autumn reflection
will deliver me to your arms

39
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Someday you will understand

How much you mean to me

for every day that passes me by

I long for the person you will become

I thank the heavens above

For the angel beside me today

The guardian of my sanity

The one who will save my soul

If I ever doubt the faith I hold

I only need one smile from you

And an autumn reflection

will deliver me to your arms

I am stronger now

Since you came into my life

With a thought of your smile

I remember yesterday
Gretel DE MEYER, CGSJ.
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Skanderborg castle (DK), September 2nd

Investiture DAGMAR Commandery (DK)

Frank Jakobsen, CJSJ,
Grand-Prior, Nordic Priory

At Skanderborg Castle church, on September 2nd, the annual Investiture in Denmark at 

Commandery Dagmar was performed. 

The chapel is the remains of the former Skanderborg castle which was definitively 

demolished in 1770. In 1562 to 1563 King Frederick II rebuilt the medieval castle on 

Slotsholmen (an elevation in the ground that used to be a small island) to a modern fortress. 

Because of the financial difficulties of the Kingdom of Denmark the king chose to take up 

residence in Skanderborg. Hence in 1572 a chapel was constructed in the newly established 

royal wing which at the same time was increased with two storeys. The castle functioned as 

a residence for the royal family for several years and among other things it could be 

mentioned that Christian the 4th learned seamanship as well as horsemanship in 

Skanderborg.

This was the first uptake of a new brother in our order by Frank Jakobsen, the newly elected 

Grand Prior of the Nordic Priory. Lt.-Grand Master Peter Gabrielsen performed the action 

with the sword, and Prior Frank read the knight's promise and adorned the new Brother, 

Chv. Preben Sloth, with the mantle and neck ribbon with cross. A gala dinner followed the 

Ceremony in Hotel Skanderborghus. The Prior welcomed the new Brother and expressed

the wish that the Nordic Priority could cooperate in the future, in full respect of each other, 

with a common goal of growth both in the organizational field as well as in the humanitarian

works. 

Was also present: Brother Trond E. Berger, who with his 80 years of life experience works 

hard on every project: he was our first Hospitaller as well, and a great resource for us.
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Investiture DAGMAR Cdry. (DK)
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Hurricane Irma:
PRAY FOR ALL VICTIMS.

PRAY FOR SAFETY FOR 

ALL OUR BROTHERS 

AND SISTERS IN THE 

AFFECTED AREA.

DONATIONS may be done

to: O.S.J. Malta International 

(Charity) Account

Bank of  Valletta [BOV],

Birkirkara, current account 

number (EU): 4001 6295 843

IBAN number:

MT74 VALL 2201 3000 0000 

4001 6295 843

BIC: VALLMTMT

MANY THANKS !

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwizzvX5hpbWAhVCZlAKHZz9AZ4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/09/08/hurricane-irma-churns-through-caribbean-way-florida/644965001/&psig=AFQjCNHZS1J3PP_mJop6Hfm_ilys8yLAmg&ust=1504975756822536


International obituary:

It is pleasure to announce once more that no Knight or Dame active on the international level has been called to join

our Lord. Several members in diffferent Priories unfortunately passed away from this life: our deepest gratitude remains

for their achievements and fraternity within and beyond the Order. May they all rest in the peace of our Lord ! 

Elections and Nominations:

No messages reached us since the 2/2017 issue about Elections and Nominations.

Little word from the Editor
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 3/2017 edition. From different corners of the OSJ-world, nice

things swarmed in, mostly ‘around’ the deadline ☺.

Keep up the good work, and do NOT forget to send me content in Word and pictures by the end of November to

come, at the latest ☺ ! 

Awaiting all that is storming in for the next 04/2017 issue on my e-mail adress lambrechtnot@skynet.be, I do absolutely

remain,

Personalia

Yours most sincerely in X° and St-John.

Jan Lambrecht, GCSJ, 

Editor
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