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Now it is self evident that not all members can participate, 
but the many who can will hopefully get an experience to 
bring back with joy and satisfaction. As I shall in a minute 
continue the Sovereign Council is an important event 
being the highest authority of the Order, but is is also on 
the personal level an opportunity to meet with fellow 
members from all over the world and receive a lot of 
favourable experiences from the various social and 
cultural events held in the programme prepared with 
great labour, for which the responsible arrangers deserve 
grand praise. Many members however have not the 
possibility to participate, but for them it is important that 
the level of information is in top, so they still can feel 
satisfactorily enlightened as to what is taking place and 
what has been decided. In this respect it is very important 
that exactly the International Herald is presenting so good 
information, but also the participating members will no 
doubt after coming home tell the people at home about 
the events.
Now for the Sovereign Council itself as the most prominent 
assembly in the Order. I cannot but express that it is a very 
well balanced part of our traditional Consttution
presenting a form of democracy that has roots in the 
Order way back to the Middle Ages in an age where 
democracy was else not the top priority. (…)

Knights and Dames in St. John, 

Once again it is a privilege and a pleasure for me to 
have the opportunity to write some thoughts for 
consideration as a preface to the present issue of the 
International Herald.
This time the topic will of course be the upcoming 
Sovereign Council Meeting on the 1st of April.
For the second time the Meeting itself has been 
arranged at the Hotel Victoria and not at the 
International Headquarter, the reason being entirely a 
practical one, namely that the number of participants 
simply will be too large to hold at the Headquarter. This is 
really a positive problem due to the increasing number 
of members. Not only have we in course of recent years 
received groups of Knights and Dames who have 
chosen to cross over to our Order, but also we every 
year receive new members around the world to the 
various Units normally around 50.
This is an indication – so we are modestly allowed to 
think – of people feeling some satisfaction and 
confidence through being with us all. Of course the high 
ideals of the Order both regarding the Faith and the 
Good Works and the old Knightly Traditions are in 
themselves an appealing challenge, but it also shows 
that the general impression of the Order is that it 
actually also as much as it can lives up to the ideals.

Peter GABRIELSEN, OSJ
Lieutenant-Grand Master.
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(…) But we must realise that all members really have 
influence from choosing their representative leaders, 
Priors and Grand Priors, who together form part of the 
Council together with the Bailiffs who are chosen very 
carefully and conservatively, so as to ensure that all 
members and Units of the Order are represented
The day after the Council is held the traditional 
Ecumenical Service at the Headquarters, This is the 
responsibility of the Ecclesiastical Council, and a very 
important one as such. And it has been an increasing 
pleasure and gratification to observe that the Service is 
really ecumenical apart from also being very solemn and 
impressive. It is my privilege to appoint the members of 
the Ecclesiastical Council, and this is really both pleasant 
and easy, because simply all Priests and Clerics are 
members and most of them also appear from a wide 
spectre of Christian denominations.
We host Catholic, Anglican, Orthodox, Presbyterian and 
Lutheran, and we are ahead of the Ecumenical Idea as 
also giving Communion from all Priests to all in the 
Congregation
With this I wish you all welcome to the Sovereign Council 
Meeting no matter whether is will be in person or in spirit.

Sincerely in Christ and St.-John,
Peter Gabrielsen
Lt. Grand Master
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In the empty grave, he then felt the 
insufferably bright light, vital and alive 
as an eternal new spring.

He approached the grave, slowly and confused, his heart 
still numb with grief and despair.

But perhaps, with a flicker of doubting hope:
Could it be true for once that death did not have the last 
word?
And he entered the grave in a gleaming hopeful light,
vital and alive as an eternal new spring. (…)
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Hans VANACKERE

Chairman E.C.

In his gospel, John describes how, on the morning of 
the first day of Easter, Maria Magdalena and then 
Peter and John go to the grave of Jesus and find it 
empty. The Lord has arisen! (Gospel of St. John 20, 1-
10).
She walked that morning to the grave, burdened with 
cares and grief.
Who would relieve her of her burden? And how would 
it continue after all the calamities?

His death lay like a heavy stone on her heart, an 
immense and dark sorrow.
And then she saw the stone - rolled from the grave -
the open, luminously shining grave, 
vital and alive as an eternal new spring.
He hastened in panic to the grave, an empty grave he 
had been told!
He could hardly grasp it, the bewildering news.
Did that have to happen, too? Was His death not awful 
enough?
In the empty grave, he then felt the insufferably bright 
light,
vital and alive as an eternal new spring.
He hastened in panic to the grave, an empty grave he 
had been told!
He could hardly grasp it, the bewildering news.
Did that have to happen, too? Was His death not awful 
enough?



They heard the confused story, 
desperately clinging to one another in an unsafe city, 
far away from their trusted fishing nets and boats.
They shook their heads in disbelief, at something that 

could after all not be,
and they did not know what to think.
They heard with surprise of the empty grave, of the 
penetrating glow of the light,
vital and alive as an eternal new spring.

No, they did not understand, not yet – for that they 
needed more time, more Holy Spirit.
It exceeded their understanding and they hardly dared 

to believe it.
And yet, hope and expectation trembled in them that 
this light should one day conquer the world.

May we therefore, above all, wish you a lot of light on 
this new Easter Day. 
May His Light shine in your life. 
And may you feel that in your heart as an eternally new 
spring.

Happy Easter !

Hans Vanackere, KJSJ, 
Prelate of the Priory of the Low Countries, 

Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council.
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FUN BEFORE CHRISTMAS

CHARITY: PRE-CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE
St. Sunniva Commandery, Norway 

Just before Christmas last year, St. Sunniva Commandery
in Norway and Aas Hospitaller group and the county
Children Cancer Society invited children and youth
affected of cancer, and their family, to a "before" 
christmas experience at Drøbakk, Norways Christmas 
capital, known among others to seat the post office of 
Santa Claus. This is the first year we tried out this concept 
together with the Children Cancer Association, and we 
have already decided to make it an annual event, and
move it to Saturday this year so even more children can
take part.

Friday, 16 december, 7 children and several adults met 
at Drøbak, and first stop was the town Aquarium where
the manager Klaus Bareksten led the tour and described
the fishes, sea creatures all of which come from the fjord 
around Drøbakk. The children were also allowed to feed 
the animals, and they came up with many questions. 
One was about Klaus ate fish ... Where upon he replied
"we do not eat our friends". The youngsters had a 
splendid time at the aquarium and we thank Klaus very
much for his fantastic way with the children giving them
a needed break from the everyday struggle.

Next stop was the Christmas House. At Drøbakk they
receive all year thousands of letters from children from

all over the world addressing their letter only to "Santa 
Claus, Norway". The Norwegian Postal Office send them

the children at the Drøbakk Aquarium

all to The Christmas House in Drøbakk were they among
others have an exhibition of more than 250.000 letters and
postcards they have received over the years! So naturally
our next visit was the Christmas House where the manager 
Tom Kristiansen for several years has received letters from
all over the world, and with the help of the city answers
several thousands before each Christmas. The children
asked Tom if he really is the real Santa Claus... looking
much so with his beautiful white beard, which he replied
that he is Santa’s younger cousin taking care of his post 
office in Norway.                                                               (…)
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(…) The modern Santa Claus is as you all probably know
an American version of the Dutch figure Sinterklaas that
came from a tradition celebrating St.Nikolas, a 4-th-
century Greek/Bysantic bishop known for being very
generous to the poor. But it is lesser known that he also is 
a mix of the old Nisse figure, a kind of woodland
elf/goblin, from the old nordic mythology, living in the 
woods and on the farms, guarding the inhabitants and
animals if you just gave them
some porridge. Even today you
find people cherishing this old
tradition setting out food on their
outdoor stairs to the Nisse, especi-
ally at Chrismas night. Anyway, if
you blend this two figures together
it creates almost exactly the mo-
dern Father X-mas that Coca-Cola 
Company created in the early
1900 in the US. It was perhaps Dis-
ney that placed him in the cold
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of the North Pole, which the closest country that took
ownership to him was Norway and Finland. But we suspect 
that almost 800.000 Norwegian immigrants to the US in the 
late 1800-century also helped creating the myth. For some
not known reason the beautiful city at the Oslo fjord, 
Drøbak, became the Norwegian seat of his Post Office, 
and they have taken the responsibility quite seriously with

this sponsored Christmas house among others. Even when
you drive into Drøbak center, you pass a sign warning that
there might be Nisser/Santas in the road. A place well 
worth visiting if you ever come to Norway.

Frank Jakobsen, CJSJ,
Commander

St. Sunniva Commandery,
Norway



ANGER and AGGRESSION

REFLECTIONS on 
ANGER and AGGRESSION

May you live in interesting times was once thought to be a 

Chinese blessing but it is now known to be neither Chinese 
nor a blessing. It would seem that it presaged some form of 
curse rather than something worthwhile.

As we examine our newspapers and see the daily
presentation of ‘interesting times’ and listen to reports of 
activities around the world we find increasing emphasis on 
violence, murder terrorism, fraud, robbery and child abuse, 
suicide and genocide.

The notes presented here are an invitation to acknowledge
that we live in times of great crisis, and it is worth noting that
‘crisis’ derives from the Greek word ‘kairos’ a word indicating
‘a time for evaluating, a time of judgement’.
Aggression and anger have obvious biological importance
and are significant throughout the animal kingdom but the 
case to be argued here is that the persistence of either leads 
to damage for the organism expressing it.

Four areas of the brain
are linked with various
types of aggression and
these are the Prefrontal
Cortex, the Ventral
Striatum, the 
Hypothalamus and the 
Amygdala. Of particular
interest here are the 

Amygdala, which is said to be responsible for the 
orchestration of emotion, and the Hypothalamus with
neurones dealing with mating and fighting. At times some
neurones can be associated with mating while others
control sexual activity. 

Of interest here is the interchangeability of activity with
mating behaviours occurring under conditions where
aggression would seem to be appropriate. The clinical
importance of abnormal sexual behaviours and the links 
with aggression has led researchers to a clearer
understanding of some forms of rape, paedophilia and
other sexually deviant disorders.       
CCTV studies with kindergarten children show optimal levels 
of the development of aggressive behaviours in 
children (…)
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(…) between the ages of 2 and 4 years. Displays of 
aggression lessen if the child has a secure and loving
background. Boys without such a background tend to
show lesser academic skills, and adolescent drug and
relationship problems. Girls seem to be less affected
perhaps because they seem better able to make 
relationships with other girls. Some postulate that
Testosterone levels make the difference,

Both aggression and anger are experienced at times by
most animals, including humans. It might be argued that
animals do not display aggression but dog owners know
otherwise. 
The Shorter Oxford Dictionary defines aggression as
1) Deliberate intent to harm, attack, injure, hurt or control
2) Actions that harm or hurt others (e.g. hitting, shoving, 
punching, using words to belittle) or oneself (e.g. punching
the wall, destroying something important to you).

It includes starting fights
or arguments, bullying
and dominating
behaviour, threatening
behaviour, and insults
Aggression usually
involves anger, 
although the anger
might be covert and is 
also known as Passive
aggression,
Anger itself is of interest, 
and its basic root has 
given rise to many
words, often conveying
in a subtle way finer
aspects of the word,

‘Anger’ derives from the Indo-European root ‘angh’ and
means to be tight, constricted, painful, From it, through Old 
Norse, we derive ‘angaz’, sorrow,grief, which in turn gives us
our word ‘Anger’. The Old High German root provides
‘angust’ from which we derive ‘anxiety’ and ‘angst’. Latin in 
turn produced ‘angere’, to strangle, to draw tight, and gave 
rise to ‘anxious’, and from its suffixed form ‘anguish’. Greek
produced ‘ankhein, to squeeze, embrace, hence ‘quinsy’ 
(from peritonsillar abscesses). It also produced ‘ankhone’, a 
strangling, and hence ‘angina’ (with thanks to Watkins,C. The 
American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.)
Aggression itself obviously has a place as a biological feature 
in evolutionary development and anger while commonly
present is, as we shall see, a phenomenon which, if
maintained, leads to ineffectiveness to resolution.

It takes an enormous amount of energy to hold anger inside
and it could eventually lead to high blood pressure, 
diabetes, gastric reflux, heartdisease, cancer and (...)
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(…) vulnerability to accidents. An ancient Japanese
parable tells a story as follows. The Shogun
(Commander-in-Chief of the Emperors Armies) travels
to a distant part of Japan accompanied by his staff but 
particularly protected by a Famous Samurai, famous for
his extraordinary skills especially in the field of the 

Martial Arts. 
As they travel they are amazed by the unfolding
aspects of Japan, previously unknown to all, even the 
Shogun.
On one day of their journey they were suddenly
confronted by a strange figure. He, too, was a Samurai, 
but with peculiar dress and presentation. The Shogun’s
man stepped forward, sword at the ready, to protect
the Master and at the same time the other Samurai

began to dance in an erratic manner, he cursed the 
Samurai and the Shogun, sang and called out in a 
most abusive manner. As he paraded around the 
Shogun’s Samurai, stopped, turned to his Master, 
bowed and withdrew from the field leaving the Shogun
at the mercy of the crazy Samurai who then turned his 
focus onto the Shogun,

being angry he was no longer able to protect his Master 
and was therefore unable to be totally effective as a 
guardian, left and removing himself allowed another to
take his place, his fate being unworthy of further
discussion. The story, of course, tells us that the distraction
of the good Samurai meant the bad Samurai had 

distracted the good one and the Shogun was therefore at 
risk. (It is likely he would commit Seppuku a form or ritual
suicide thus preserving his honour),
On a lesser scale I was as a junior Medical Officer often
surprised to discover how often my Patient had sustained
his/her injury after a quarrel or disagreement The patient
becomes angry, and is determined to be right for his 

partner must clearly be made wrong. On one occasion I 
saw a young man who had been married for just over 
forty years. He had been in a hurry to get to work and had 
not been able to find a shirt. His wife appeared in the 
hallway of their home after a search which had revealed
nothing. After a senseless remark to his wife she replied
(…)

Although not
spelled out 

the fate of 
the Shogun’s
Samurai was 
immediately
apparent for
he had been 
caught off 
guard and
angry. 
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(…) she was not available at that time to assist him and
an argument developed. In a fit of rage he exploded
yelling that his marriage was a disaster and a mistake. 
He yelled that he should never have married her and
that his life had become one of misery. His wife stopped
and suddenly said, “don’t be so silly, we are just having
a fight.” He stopped, realised how silly he was being and
both began to laugh. The rift was healed and the issue 
quickly resolved. Frank and open Communication heals
most major rifts,        

In the Christian tradition the issue of forgiveness is given
great importance. In Ephesians 4:26 we are advised to
deal with an issue quickly for there are matters which
arise for each of us. To hang on to the anger is, however, 
divisive and destructive and we are advised to deal with
matters which lead to our becoming angry. The letter of 
St Paul has it this way, ‘that we should not let the sun go 
down on our wrath’ You were taught, with regard to
your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is 

being corrupted by its deceitful desires’ (Ephesians 4:26)
Jesus stressed forgiveness and resolution when he said ... 

if you have a conflict and go to church ’leave your gift 
before the altar and first go and be reconciled to your
brother (Matt our thoughts and feelings about a problem
rather than to move to blame and shame, and to
invite5:24) Notice that the emphasis is on my
responsibility. Before my gift is accepted I must accept 
responsibility for a reconciliation
The need to be ‘right’ is a form of domination and has 
seen many relationships crumble. In many cases the issue 
turns out to be trivial but unless the matter is identified as 
such leads to a bad outcome.
Studies done on residents at Las Vegas in the United States
show folk who have many more illnesses than those from

other parts of the US. Such people have higher incidence
of marital and relationship breakdowns, and of other
mental health problems and suicide attempts.        (…)



Prof. Em. William McLeod
BA, MDBS, DPM, KSJ,

Aarhus Cdry,

(…) Meditation with trained teachers and experiential
psyho-therapies are useful. However, the problems
noted at the beginning of this paper persist and it
would seem that we are failing our children when we 
fail to support them in early childhood. Therapists know
that to identify that the problem is mine and that my
thoughts and feelings are important for resolution of a 
problem rather than the blame and shame
approaches which are so common. Learning to listen to
the other and to be responsible for my own responses is 
perhaps more relevant for possible resolution of 
conflicts. The ease with which we turn to alternate
facts, also known as truthful hyperbole, truthiness or 
post truth statements,(once known as lies) is often seen
in the sworn affidavits presented in courts in which
family matters are discussed. As one often called to
discuss nullification of a marriage on religious grounds I 
have been amazed that the person being described
was once the loving parent of children and the 
opposite party. In these notes I have attempted to
avoid being gloomy but for the reasons noted in the 
early paragraphs believe we are often less than
successful. In this, of course we are failing our children. 
The price we will all pay will be very high.
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CHARITY ACTIONS
KING VALDEMAR THE GREAT & COSTA RICA Commanderies (USA)

The St. John Foundation is a non-profit charitable Hospitable arm of the Order’s organization, in the tradition of the 
Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem. Since 1981, whenever natural disaster strikes, the St. John Foundation provides 
emergency medical supplies, food and shelter. Each year, we fund orphanages, homes for seniors, educational projects 
and scholarships. Funding comes through tax deductible private donations and caring individuals, as well as from our 
Poinsettia Christmas Ball, and Summer Fund Raising events. The Board of Directors of the St. John Foundation is comprised 
of Knights and Dames of the order as well as non-members dedicated to the Aims of the Order.

SUMMER GARDEN PARTY JULY 2016
Following the earthquake’s in the Northern Coast of Ecuador on May 2016, members of the Foundation put in motion a 
plan to assist victims of the natural disaster in that nation. For that purpose, with the collaboration of our brother of the
Order Gary Becks, we were able to obtain from Compassionate Resources Warehouse in Victoria Canada, a full 40 foot 
container packed with medical supplies, medical equipment, clothing, non-perishable food packages, etc. with a retail 
value of $360.000 dollars. To cover the expense of transferring the container from BC Canada to Guayaquil Ecuador, 

Neil & Claire Roth,  

Dame Gloria Flores

the SJF organized a beautiful Summer Fund Raiser at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Juan and Iris Molina. The event was 
attended by more than 70 guest and we were able to raise just under $9,000 dollars. After coordinating the transfer of 
the container with Rescue Task Force,  we covered the full cost of the freight, via ocean transfer from Canada, to 
Ecuador with a cost of $6,250.00,   (…)

Rear end of a full container
Party guests
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HEALTH FAIR at CASA ESPERANZA, PANORAMA CITY, California
For the past 5 years, the SJF, with the collaboration of many doctors, nurses and other volunteers, has conducted a Health Fair 
at Casa Esperanza, a Community Home on Blythe Street in Panorama City, a neighborhood of Los Angeles where many of 
the residents are single moms caring for small children and working in low paying jobs. 

The SJF has been blessed with great support from Board Members, generous doctors, nurses, and assistants, including the Staff 
and volunteers from Casa Esperanza. 

The day of the event, doctors and staffers will typically examine  over 250 patients for BMI, Diabetics, Blood Lipid Screening, 
eye exams etc. 
Most patients also receive a complete dental checkup and instructions on proper diet and oral hygiene. (…)

Dr. Fernando Lemos                              Dr. Alberto Campain                  Dame Elsa Coblentz  Dame Gina Levi

Dr. Simón Valencia                           Marlen Campain Dalia Masjuán

Patients awaiting their turn                         Dr. Julio Vásquez Dr. Charles Weidemann
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Nurses Martha, Kelly & Regina                    Dr. Carlos Flores and Nurses   Dr. Graciela Loaiza / 

Sandra Macis-Assistant 

Dr.Ahmid Reza                                           Dr Ali Namazi                                     Dr. Carlos Ávila

Dr. Vartan Kyupelyan, Patients                          Suzette Swalwell, Elsa Vásquez, 

Edmond Coblentz           Dame Elsa Coblentz



POINSETTIA  BALL, St. John Foundation Annual Christmas Gala
Our Christmas traditional Fund Raising event at the beautiful Wilshire Country Club in Los Angeles was an enchanting 
evening with a purpose and over 120 guest were treated to a delicious dinner, music and libations. As in the past, we also 
had a “live and silent” auction.  Guests had lots of fun bidding against each other, not only in the spirit of Christmas but 
mostly, to help the Foundation. Auction items included: art paintings, porcelains,

dinners, shows, professional services, vacations, gift 
items, fashion jewelry, and other certificates. 
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CHRISTMAS Food and Toys Giveaway FAIR
Once more, we celebrated our Christmas Food and Toys Giveaway (Las Posadas), at Casa Esperanza on December 19th. As 
in past years, The St. John Foundation donated not only toys but, $4,500 dollars’ worth of food certificates to more than 200
residents (mostly children) of the Blythe Street neighborhood in Panorama City. 

It was a momentous occasion to see the happy faces of children enjoying Santa Claus (Ho Ho Ho)  eager  to  turn in their 
Christmas toys list to Saint Nicolas.   

Las posadas



Janice and Robert HALL, CLINICAL TRIALS BIOSPECIMEN LABORATORY
The laboratory is at the University of Southern California Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. This is a classic story of what a 
Dame of the Order could represent to the world. 

Eleven years ago, our Sister Janice was first diagnosed with colon stage IV cancer that had metastasized to her liver. Doctors 
told Janice and her husband Robert that the only thing left, was to prepare for death.
Unwilling to accept, they acted quickly to get a second opinion and action that led them to the University of Southern 
California,  USC Norris Cancer Comprehensive Center in Los Angeles. There she met, Dr. El-Khoueiry, Director of phase 1 of 
Drug Development Clinical Program. Her first statement to Dr El-Khoueiry was: "I am not going anywhere, I am not ready to 
go", and “as soon as you make me well, I will raise money for you” !

(L-t-R) Catherine Hall,   
Dame Janice Hall & 
Dame Claudia Hall

As a true Dame of the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, Janice and her husband, Comman-der 
Robert, pledged to raise 500.000 dollars (1/2 million) 
for a new research laboratory at the University of 
Southern California, USC Norris Cancer 
Comprehensive Center.
On January 10th, 2017, after keeping faith to their 
commitment, members of the St. John Foundation 
were invited to attend the Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony of the Robert and Janice Hall State of the 
Art Biospecimen Processing and Analysis Laboratory 
at USC Norris in Los Angeles. We, the Knights and 
Dames of the Order of St. 

Dame  Janice Hall

John of Jerusalem are proud and we salute our Sister Janice. She did not allow destiny to 
knock her down. Instead, she rose to the occasion to fight with all her strength to seek a 
cure, and help her fellow cancer victims. The spirit of the Aims of the Order.

Commander Robert HALL, CJSJ,                                        Commander Eloy ALFARO, CJSJ
Commandery King Valdemar the Great Commandery Costa Rica 
USA                                                                                                       Central America 

19



Joint CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION with the Hof van Loon guests

& staff; blessing of the donated van.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Loon Commandery, Low Countries (B)

Danny (R)

09:00 AM, December 17th, 2016: Knights and Dames of our installation team 
gather at the brand new kitchen facilities in the Hof van Loon, to do the set 
up for the second Christmas celebration with the guests and staff of our
patronage facility for acquired brain disability, house Hof van Loon, in ‘our
own’ ‘t Weyerke, founded by our members Thieu and Celine Kelchtermans. 
After some electrical and mechanical engineering, all goods and furniture
were on spot and ready.  After last year’s fine Christmas celebration, 
expectations were high. The buffet dressed up feastly for the occasion, some
OSJ banner over here and a shield over there, and we were good to go ! 
The Loon Commandery Choir did the final rehearsal of the well known
Christmas carols everybody could sing along with. We started with a short 
meet and greet with the now quite familiar guests and staff: it is going to be cosily crowdy with 64 people attending. Then we 

had Christmas reflections, with texts chosen and read by the guests and staff, some
texts provided by our members, and a nice sing along of the all familiar Christmas 
carols we all like to sing in close harmony. In between the reading of the texts and
accompanied by the songs, the guests lighted candles to be added to the the
table of Christmas figurines: very meaningful, very moving. Co-ordinator Lut 
Verbeek held a short speech about the passing – precisely one year ago – of guest

Johan ‘Jokke’ Hoeks in the Hof van Loon. Is was his wish to be remembered on this
day with a toast with his favourite Belgian beer: Duvel: so December 17th is 
officially Duvel’ day and we all gladly joint in the toast onto Johan’s remembrance. 
Then the new van was blessed in front of the whole group by our Chaplain Robert 
Bollen, who asked God to protect the van and his passengers to be safe on any
trip. This to disabled persons adapted van was a gift from OSJ Commandery Loon, 
and the people and staff of the Hof van Loon chose to have it ornated with our
cross and the words OSJ-Knights Hospitaller. The gift was done with the revenue of 
the yearly Valentine’s charity buffet we organise for the Hof (…)
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(…) van Loon. 
We moved to ‘De Schaft’ for the buffet. Starting with an
aperitive, soup was served by our members for our guests. 

We took care of them as well as possible, with foods and
drinks, and conversations got more and more convivial
between those bonding together regularly and intensely
as well as between those meeting less regularly. We all
spent an excellent time together, and the dessert buffet 
was a nice apotheose to all. 
Staff members got gifts and hugs from the guests.

Satisfied but 
tired of this
intensive day, 
the guests
returned to their
studio’s for the 
night. 
For the Knights 
and Dames the 
proper moment 
to start and
clean up and
do the 
dishwashing, so
that no one
would see
there’s has 
been any
celebration at 
all, We can look 
back at a 
succesfull day
of warmth and
mutual respect 
and friendship.

This is surely to be repeated again, as every participant 
agreed. But first there’s the summer barbecue to be offered
to our guests, and before that: the next charity crocus-
buffet for the Hof van Loon, to raise funds. Our pleasure, in 
any meaning of the word !

Fons MARIËN, KSJ,
Vice-chancellor

Loon Commandery,
Low Countries Priory

Next page we let the pictures tell the tale…
Lut, Tim & Dave

Lucia & Claire



Band of Brothers: Jean & Jaak Simon & Karen

Cheers, Jokke !

Alice & Greet

Dinner is served, Ma’m !

Ilse, Dave & Rita
Chaplain Robert 

blessing the van

Ilse (L)

Greet 
lighting
the 
candle
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WOUNDED VETERANS POLO BENEFIT 

Armed Forces VETERAN BENEFIT
Commandery of ST. FRANCIS, Priory of the PACIFIC (USA)

Led by Commander William Chadwick, KGSJ, 2016 proved 
to be a very successful year for the Commandery. 
Commandery finances continue to grow which allows the 
continued support for designated charities that support
wounded veterans from the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 
During the financial year that ended 30 June 2016, the 
Commandery gave $68,000 to local charities that support 
veterans. In the current fiscal year an additional $36,000
has been given to selected charities in the San Francisco 

Bay Area.
In May, 2016 the Presidio Chapel was the site of the annual 
investiture and CDR Chase Landon, USCG, Fernando Espo-
sito, and Michael Keigwin were knighted and became 
members of the St. Francis Commandery. Later that eve-
ning the Commandery held a Gala Ball to welcome the 
new knights. More than 125 members and guests attended 
the Ball which included a military color guard, silent 
auction, and dancing to a swing band. Dame Carolyn 

Patrick, DSJ, Dame Barbara Weghorn, DGSJ, Dame Mary 
Tiscornia, DGSJ, and Dame Nancy Glenn, DGSJ worked 
hard to make the evening a success with Dames Patrick 
and Weghorn acting as co-chairs of the event.
In August a triathlon was held at the Round Hill Country 
Club in Alamo and Knight Phil Connolly, KGSJ, chaired the 
event and it raised a significant amount of money which 
was contributed to the Commandery. This event, with
leadership from Knight Connolly, has progressed and is a 
now a favorite activity for athletes in the community.

The Santa Rosa Polo Club was the site of the 
annual polo match which the St. Francis Commandery
hosted in August. Excellent international polo players
along with local players gave the audience a professio-

nal display of polo.

Chevalier
Dave 
Fleming 
and Mrs
Fleming at 
the polo 
lunch

Commander Chadwick, KGSJ, and Dame Ruth Matz, 
DSJ, chaired the committee for this event, the Wounded 
Veterans Polo Benefit, which raised
more than $35000 for veterans charities. Knights Stephen 

Pendas, KGSJ, Jack Jacoby, KSJ, Keith Dion, KSJ, and 
Paul Griffin, KGSJ all assisted the event chairs and it was 
a memorable polo event with a record number of 
attendees.                                                                           (…)
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(…) In October Knight Dr. Michael McDermott, KSJ, 
hosted a brunch at the Olympic Club where three 
aspirants were introduced and presented to the 
assembled group. The next investiture is scheduled on 
May 13, 2017 and will again be held at the Presidio 
Chapel.
During the year, Knight Christopher Barnes, CJSJ, and 
Commander Chadwick, KGSJ, developed and publis-
hed a new and informative booklet describing our 
Order and our mission “For Faith and For Service to 
Mankind.” Pictures of charity work by the King Valde-
mar Commandery and Costa Rica Commandery and 
the St. Francis Commandery were included in the 
booklet along with a history of our Order.

General Richard Keith CGSJ taking the 
salute at the polo benefit

St. Francis Commandery is fortunate that members 
continue to introduce new charities to support and that 
our members continue to be involved in some of the 
programs we support.

Dame Ruth Matz, DSJ, supervises our charity, Community 
Action North Bay, CANB, which provides housing to 
needy veterans; Knight Stephen Pendas, KGSJ, continues 
to work with veterans in the sailing program of the Bay 
Area Association of Disabled Sailors (BAADS); Brian Bean, 
KGSJ, continues to host the Lava Lake Equestrian program 
which provides injured veterans with a week long riding 
program to enhance their skills and confidence; CDR 
Chase Landon, KSJ, worked with the Horseshoe Bar 

Preserve Fly Fishing Program for wounded veterans which 
the Commandery has supported for two years; and Paul 
Griffin, KGSJ, who is supervising the donation to the 
Stanford Graduate School Ignite program for post 9/11 
veterans. It is gratifying to see our members stay involved 
in the success of the charities we support. I would also 
note that our three senior members, General Richard 
Keith,CGSJ, Colonel John Roush CGSJ, and Colonel Ralph 
Cole, CGSJ, all WW II veterans, continue to attend our 

major events during the year. I would encourage all of us 
to duplicate their performance during the coming year.

(…)

Commander 
Bill Chad-
wick KGSJ 

with one of 
the injured
veterans,



25

(…) I thank all of the Dames and Knights for their efforts 
throughout the year and look forward to the new year 
with anticipation that we will continue to recruit new 
qualified members and to enjoy the comradeship within 
the Order and the commitment we have to assist our 
wounded veterans. Finally, a special thank you to Father 
Jack Izzo, KSJ, who has been called upon throughout the 
year to provide counsel and comfort to our fellow Brothers 
and Sisters, including three members who passed over the 
bar.

Biz Obley, KJSJ
Prior

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjk_K4q7HSAhXDqxoKHc3hCFwQjRwIBw&url=http://birdeasepro.com/polo&psig=AFQjCNEHL73ZdFvRunTAB-vhJnR7UHODJA&ust=1488321400821726
http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjk_K4q7HSAhXDqxoKHc3hCFwQjRwIBw&url=http://birdeasepro.com/polo&psig=AFQjCNEHL73ZdFvRunTAB-vhJnR7UHODJA&ust=1488321400821726


Order of St-John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Under the Constitution granted by his Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia

The International Herald

We want 

YOU 
for The International Herald !    

Make yourself heard, from all OSJ’s units. 

We DO want to know how you are doing over 

there on the Pro Fide, the pro Utilitate Hominum !

Send your contributions in Word format and in 

pictures soon, for the next 02/2017 edition, 

to lambrechtnot@skynet.be, by the end of 

May to come. 
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THE FEAST OF ST. AGATHA, a celebration of resilience

FEAST of ST. AGATHA
Priory of SICILY (It)

Three days of cult, devotion, folklore, and tradition, that stand almost alone 
in the world.
Only the Holy Week in Seville, and the corpus Domini ceremony in Cuzco, 
Peru, may be compared in terms of popularity, to the festivities that since 
five centuries have immutably been held in St. Agatha's honour. For three 

days, Catanians and tourists swarm in the streets, numbering to almost a 
million. During those intense days, Catania turns into one and only crowd 
marching behind the Patron.
The first day of celebration, the 3th of February, starts with the long and 
solemn Midday procession for "the offering of wax" to which civil, religious 
and militar authorities all attend bearing the standards of the City, the 
Province, and the University. Leaving St. Agatha' s (the Church of St. Agata

alla Fornace) to the Cathedral, the procession cuts through two lines 
of a huge crowd. Twelve "candelore" (large candleshaped

structures), symbolizing the guilds, and two carriages belonging to the 
old Catanian Senate, bring up the rear.
Even this year to open the procession the Knights and Dames of the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, Russian Grand 
Priory of Malta with its Banner. Followed by the other Orders and citi-
zens' associations.
The religious party, however, has early on the morning of February 4 
with the Mass of Dawn, when the reliquary bust of St. Agatha after a 
year of waiting for the entire city is taken out of the room where it 
was preserved, and "handed over" to devotees who will lead him 
inprocession along a path outside the city that will end with the 
return in the Cathedral in late at night, often at dawn. (…)

27



28

In the morning of February 5, at the Cathedral Basilica it takes place the Pontifical Mass presided by the highest local 
religious leaders and not by the clergy. Throughout the day the reliquary bust of St. Agatha is exposed at the Cathedral 
and then in the afternoon after the Mass is again entrusted to the devotees for a final procession along a path inside

the city that will be 
concluded in the late 
morning of the following 

day February 6.

In the days of the feast l 
it is impossible not to get 
involved from the ritual 
dances, "l'annacata", 
fireworks, prayers, by 
believers with shirts and 
white gloves.
Can not miss cakes tied 
to the traditions of the 

saint of Catania, as 
“cassateddi of 
Sant'Aita” and “alivetti” 
(sugar paste fragrant 
green in the shape of 
olives). It is characteristic 
of the sweet feast of St. 
Agatha, and are 
symbolic and relevant 
to Catania virgin. 
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The “cassateddi” refer to the udder, this also called “minnuzzi ri sant'Àjta” that were torn during the holy martyrs 
who was subjected to force her to renounce her faith. The “alivetti”, however, refer to a legend that it was an olive 
tree, suddenly arisen, to hide the virgin Agata while he was sought out by soldiers of the Roman consul Quinziano. 

Cassateddi or Minnuzzi, Alivetti

Catania has been reborn many 

times, resisting the devastating 
earthquakes and eruptions. This 
explains also the vitality of its 
inhabitants and the Feast of St. 
Agatha is, after all, a celebration 
of resilience and ability to 
resurrect  of the Catania’s citizens.

Alice Infantino, CJSJ,
Prior,

Sicily Priory
(It)



ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE 
AID

REPORT on the OSJ AID used

300 human lives destroyed, 67.000 closed business companies, 
10,000 animals died ... More than 23 billion euros of damage, 
so much for the cost of the continuous series of earthquakes in 
central Italy.
Out of the world of OSJ came a very considerable aid in 
funding and material support, as a Christian gesture of 
solidarity that has been wonderful of use on essential domains ! 

From every part of the globe, as many as our Priories are, has 
arrived aid to the Italian people, which touched us greatly, 
and for which we would like to thank. The funds came from 
distant nations of northern Europe, from the United States and 
even from Australia, allowing to the earthquake victims not to 
feel alone or abandoned. How can we not thank the Priory of 
German speaking Switzerland for their touching and major 
help ? The Italian members have been struggling against

nature and the bureaucracy, some have lost their own 

homes, but the satisfaction of having been able to deliver 
the OSJ aid to those who really needed it most, means so 
much to all of us.
The aid was donated and spread as follows:
12,000 euros were given to the city of Norcia for the 
installation of the first seismographic laboratory in a school 
in Central Italy. In the photo on the left: the vice principal 
prof. Roberta Amatucci.

8,000 euros were spent to the municipality of "Bolognola" 
for the construction of wooden houses for winter. 
Centrally in the picture: the mayor Cristina Gentili.
(…)
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ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE

AID
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10,000 euros were spent to the municipality of Monsampie-
tro Morico for the purchase of goods of primary importan-
ce for citizens and emergency services; in the photo: the 
mayor Romina Gualtieri.

6,000 euros were given to the municipality of Montelparo for 
the purchase of goods of primary importance for citizens and 
emergency services; in the picture left under: the mayor 
Marino Screpanti.

6,000 Euros went to the municipality of Montegallo for the 
construction of a reception center and recreation for the 
infancy. 
Unfortunately the mayor Sergio Fabiani was unable to come 
due to a snow emergency, adding upon the other misery.
(…)



Last donation went to the gift of a car Fiat Punto, to the 
association "Tree of the hearts“, for free delivery of medicines 
and assistance for elderly residents in municipalities who 
remained isolated, The priest don Gianni Dichiara blesses the 
car. Total amont spent in this project: 13.000 euros.
In total, Donations spent got up to 55.000 euros (approx., USD 
57,832) in total !

Warm thanks go out on behalf of the needy to all those who 

brought aid in different forms from all over the OSJ ! We really 
made a difference here,

Bailiff Roberto Volpe, OSJ,
Grand-Prior of Italy,

Grand Marshal.
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Shelter setup for the 

January 2017 

eartquakes in 

Montereale,



33

He gives
strength to
the weary

and increases
the power of 
the weak.

Isaiah, 40:29.



1 & 2 April 2017: SOVEREIGN COUNCIL & 
OECUMENICAL SERVICE  
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SLIEMA, Malta

March 30 th & 31st

April 1st & 2nd, 2017, 

the VICTORIA/PALACE Hotel

AGENDA

March 30th: H. Mass & Grand Priory of Malta Investiture

Investiture Dinner

March 31st: Petit Conseil

Buffet dinner

April 1st: Sovereign Council

Closing banquet

April 2nd: Eucumenical service (HQ, Valetta)

Farewell dinner

GUIDED TOURS 

Every day from March 30th to April 3rd, except on April 1st.



INTRODUCING TASMANIA’S NEW COMMANDER

Installation NEW COMMANDER,
TASMANIA Commandery, Victoria Priory, Australasia

The Installation Service of the new 
Tasmanian Commander was con-
ducted at The Parish Church of All 

Saints, South Hobart, Tasmania, 
Australia during Choral Evensong on 
the 12th February 2017. Retired 
Naval Commander Chevalier John 
Kennedy KSJ, was installed as the 
Commander of the Tasmanian 
Commandery by the Grand Prior of 
Australasia HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire 
OSJ together with the Prelate of Aus-
tralasia Chevalier the Reverend  Canon David O’Neill 
KGSJ and the Victorian Prior Dame Barbara Abley AM 
DJSJ. 
John was educated at the Friends' School in Hobart 
followed by a Degree in Mechanical Engineering 
undertaken at the Tasmanian College of Advanced 
Education completed ln 1976. [MIE Aust CPEng
Chartered Professional Engineer].  ln 1977 he joined the 
Royal Australian Navy as a Marine Engineer with the rank 
of Lieutenant. After an initial posting to HMAS Vampire 
John undertook post graduate courses in the United 
Kingdom with the Royal Navy.
ln l980 he was posted as the Engineering Officer of the 
Submarine HMAS Onslow. Subsequent postings included 
RAN Staff Course, Engineer of HMAS Parramatta, Deputy
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Director of Submarine Maintenance and Repair and 
Engineer of HMAS Torrens. John retired in l992 with the 
rank of Commander and was awarded the Defence 
Force Service Medal.  Since retirement John has been 
actively engaged  in voluntary work (both practical and 
advisory) for various maritime projects including the 
vessels Lady Nelson, Windward Bound, Cartela and May 
Queen. 
In 2015 he formed a TV documentary production 
company “The Old Ships Company Pty Ltd” to produce 
a documentary series to promote the worldwide 
preservation of historic ships. This remains a work in 
progress. 
His hobbies include the restoration of vintage cars, 
antique and medieval weaponry and early clocks.  
Commander John Kennedy KSJ was invested as a Knight 
of Honour in 2008 . He is the son of the late Dame Doone
Kennedy AO DLJ DGSJ. Dame Doone was the first 
female Lord Mayor of Hobart, and long serving member 
of the Tasmanian Commandery.
The Tasmanian Commandery members, friends and 
Parishioners,   together with support provided by a 
number of mainland members witnessed the very 
moving Service. The Installation and commissioning of 
the Commander was conducted by the Prelate and the 
Grand Prior, with the recognition and affirmation of the 
new Tasmanian Executive conducted by Prior (…)



(…) Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ. It was followed by a very friendly and highly 
successful Dinner which showed Tasmanian hospitality off to its very best. The 
Tasmanian Commandery will be holding an Investiture Service later in the year at 
which a number of Knights, Dames, Serving Sisters and Serving Brothers will be 
invested into the Order.
The Tasmanian Commandery executive following their affirmation service:

Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ,
Prior,

Priory of Victoria
Commanderies of Geelong & 

Tasmania,
Ballarat Founding Group,

Gippsland Peninsula Group, 
Melbourne – Metro Group,

and New Zealand

21

*****

Pictured above: Far left:  Grand Priory Prelate and Tasmanian 

Chaplain Chevalier Reverend Canon David O’Neill KGSJ, In 

front L-R: Commandery Treasurer Chevalier Neil Hirt KSJ, 

Commandery Secretary Aspirant Yvonne O’Neill, Deputy 

Commander Chevalier Edward Gauden KGSJ and at far right  

newly installed Commander, Chevalier John Kennedy KSJ.   

At rear of photo: Prior, Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ and 

partially obscured HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ. Grand Priory 

Australasia.
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Facts, Science & Democracy

According to Oxford Dictionaries the Word of the Year 
2016 is ‘post-truth’, as in ‘post-truth politics’. The word 

existed already before, but it has seen a spike of 
frequency in the context of the Brexit referendum in the 
United Kingdom and the presidential election in the USA. 
Politicians have always lied, said The Economist in a 
comment, does it matter if they leave the truth behind 
altogether? The suggestion behind the word seems to be 
that especially in late- or postmodern politics, what counts 
is not truth, but power by any means. Power is now 
capable of corrupting not just people, but truth itself. 

REFLECTIONS  

on FACTS, SCIENCE & DEMOCRACY
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essential to democracy. They see science, scientific training, 
and education in rational argumentation as of ultimate 
importance for a democratic society.
No serious and well-meaning person would disagree with the 
concerns of the defenders of fact and science. Scientific 
insight is not just an opinion like any other; facts are indeed 
what first and foremost has to be taken into account in our 
political decisions. 
The question I want to raise here is whether this is the whole 
story; whether matters are not more complicated than the 
simple opposition between fact and fiction, scientific truth 
and post-truth may suggest.
(…)

Even science and 
scientific 
institutions are 
seen as just means 
used in the battle 
for political power. 
Needless to say 
that there was an 
outcry of critical 
journalists, but also 
of scientists and 
even politicians. 
Obama, in his last 
speech, called 
facts and science 
the basis for 
democracy.

Politicians twisting 
facts, even talking 
of ‘alternative 
facts’, denying 
scientific results 
(e.g. concerning 
climate change), or 
spreading 

conspiracy theories, 
are accused of 
populism, even of 
dictatorial 
tendencies. 
Renowned scientists 
raise their voice and 
claim fact-checking 
and science to be



REFLECTIONS  
on COMMUNICATION and CONVERSATION

(…) First a couple of preliminary remarks. Science is the
best means we have for finding out the facts. But this
does not imply that science gives us absolute certainty.
On the contrary, it is in the nature of scientific investi-
gation that facts can be repealed as facts by new
advances in scientific insight. This is of course no reason
to doubt scientific facts in general. On the contrary,
facts recognized as such by scientists generally (such as
global warming) should be trusted, even though they
too are not absolutely certain.
And some facts are so strongly undisputed (and
effective in all kinds of technology) that it is completely

foolish and futile to doubt them. Nevertheless, some 
degree of trust is involved in our acceptance of scientific 
facts. 
Secondly, something happened to science itself which 
easily leads to some distrust of science. In a ‘knowledge 
society’, science is both individually and collectively a 
formidable means for advancement. Scientific research is 
dominated by competition among scientific groups as well 
as individual scientists. This implies that it is in constant 
danger of being considered as a means rather than as an 
end in itself (knowing for knowing’s sake). No wonder 
scientific fraud and questionable research practices are 
now of growing concern first of all, but not only, to the 
scientific community. Techno-science has become the 
motor of enormous economic, industrial and military 
power. No wonder it is turned into an instrument of political 

power as well - a form of power often not caring at all 
about the difference between truth and quasi-truth.
My main point concerns the relationship between facts 
(science) and democracy.  In society in general, 
acceptance of facts and scientific insights cannot depend 
on personal investigation and insight. Not even scientists 
themselves can judge the greater part, let alone the 
whole, of scientific knowledge. Therefore, facts are not 
enough, something else, an intermediary, is required 

between the facts and the public: belief in the 
trustworthiness of specific persons (like scientists, journalists, 
teachers) and institutions (schools, research institutions, 
and the media). Paradoxically, it is trust which is the basis 
of our common certainty (…)
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REFLECTIONS  
on COMMUNICATION and CONVERSATION

(…) concerning the facts. If the independence of 
specific persons and institutions vis-à-vis all kinds of power 
or gain is not guaranteed, the general public cannot be 
certain to have democratic access to the facts that 
matter. Unfortunately, this guarantee itself cannot 
depend on facts alone: it requires trust in persons and 
institutions providing facts. Belief in facts requires trust; 
trust never only depends on facts. As everyone knows or 
should know, trust in persons and institutions is always 

vulnerable; total transparency is an illusion. Once trust is 
in jeopardy, no appeal to fact or necessity can restore it; 
this only fuels suspicion. What we badly need then is not

often give the impression that facts are the only 
basis for democratic decisions. 
Of course, in order to make good decisions, 
we need to have the best facts available. But this is not 
enough. Decisions in morals and politics require more than 
(commonly accepted) facts: they inevitably require value 
judgments. Even if we all agree on the facts concerning 
climate change, this is not enough to decide what is proper 
or best to do. We know we have to take measures, but the 
measures are value-laden, i.e. they (also) require 
considerations about justice and fairness (for example). 
Therefore democratic discussion cannot be decided purely 
on the basis of arguments about facts. Even though third
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simply facts and 
science, but a society 
and a way of life in 
which common trust, 
especially in persons 
and institutions concer-
ned with truth finding, is 
prevalent. 
Unfortunately, this 
common trust is not 
something which can 
be produced or resto-
red at will. 
There is a further compli-
cation concerning the 
link between facts and 
democracy. Scientists

world 
countries are 
now 
responsible 
for a great 
deal of 
pollution, is it 
fair that they 
should 
contribute as 
much as rich 
countries 
historically 
having a 
heavy res-
ponsibility
(…)

Why science teachers should

never be given playground

duty,,,



REFLECTIONS  
on COMMUNICATION and CONVERSATION

(…) in this respect? This points to yet another complica-
tion. 

Education in neutral, rational reasoning and 
argumentation – which scientists insist on - will not be 
enough. We also need moral education, education in 
values and value-judgment. This requires not only training 
in science and rational discussion, but equally (or even 
more) good upbringing in the moral sense, as well as 
preparedness and capacity for dialogue. 
Engaging in argumentation and discussion requires

something that is presupposed by them and not 
purely reducible to them: human dialogue and the attitudes 
and values presupposed by it. The relation between 
argumentation and dialogue is analogous to the relation 
between communication and conversation (discussed in 
the previous issue of The International Herald 04/2016).

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ 
Prof. Em., 

Philosophy dept., 
Catholic University 

of Leuven (B).
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WINTER CHARITY GALA
New York, USA

Festivity met the spirit of giving at the elegant Columbus Citizens' Foundation on 9th December when the New York 

Commandery held its Annual Winter Ball. It was a particularly special evening, for this year, the honoree was the New 
Jersey based charity, Table to Table. Table to Table distributes food which would otherwise go to waste from 
restaurants, supermarkets and other food purveyors--directly to food pantries operated to serve those in desperate 
need. This service to the communities of Northern New Jersey often means the difference between perfectly good 
and nourishing food being disposed of and a family not going hungry.

In her remarks to the Gala audience, Claire Insalata Poulos, Founder of Table to Table explained what an 
indispensable role which Table to Table plays in assuring that food contributions arrive at their respective destinations 
having met health and safety regulations. She declared, "Our mission is to minimize the crucial time between a 

restaurant's decision to donate the food and arrival time at the institution that would prepare and serve it to those 
who need it most.  Most of the food we deliver is perishable, so it must be properly refrigerated and handled safely. 
In 2017 we expect to deliver enough food for over 18 million meals.”

The goal of the Gala was to provide funds for a refrigerated 
delivery vehicle designed to guarantee that fresh and highly 
nutritious food arrives on time and as enticing as it was before 
departing the restaurant or market. In addition to the 
contributions garnered from the Knights, Dames and their 
guests, auctions were held--live and silent--with contributions 
from the Commandery members.  Auction lots included 
Caribbean vacations, private home stays, vintage wines 
amongst numerous other attractive items. 

Gala Chair, Dame Judith Gates declared, " I am delighted to 
announce that your generosity has been overwhelming. We 
have met the Gala goals and have raised sufficient (…)

42



43

(…) funds to allow the evening’s honoree, Table to Table to purchase an additional refrigerated delivery truck. The 
evening 's proceeds raised over $ 80,000 for towards this end.“

The Americas Prior Ann van Ness 
enthusiastically added, "The support 
of all those who participated in the 

Gala was overwhelming. I am 
extremely proud and grateful for 
your extraordinary support."
Past honorees were also 
introduced, including 
representatives from St George's 
Hospital and the Guide Dog 
Foundation for the Blind. The Gala 
Committee is planning to work with 

Table to Table to assure that the 
delivery truck meets the criteria and 
requirements of the organization 
and the community it serves. 
Plans are already afoot for the 2017 
Gala. 
It is hoped that Knights and Dames 
from all Priories will join us in 
celebration and generosity.

James J.  Doran, KGSJ,
Herald,

New York 
Commandery



International obituary:

It is pleasure to announce once more that no Knight or Dame active on the international level has been called to join

our Lord. Several members in diffferent Priories unfortunately passed away from this life: our deepest gratitude remains

for their achievements and fraternity within and beyond the Order. May they all rest in peace ! 

Elections and Nominations:

No messages reached us since the 4/2016 issue about Elections and Nominations, except for:

- the newly elected Prior, Dame Sonia Lust, DJSJ, of the St. Alexander Nevsky Priory,

- The election of Joseph Grech, CJSJ, to be the new Prior for the Malta Priory, and

- the election of Frank Jakobsen, CJSJ, to be the new Nordic Prior. 

Sincere congratulations and all the very best in fullfilling our motto in your new function !

Little word from the Editor
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 1/2017 edition. While you read this, last preparations are made

Personalia

to have our biennual Sovereign Council or general Assembly in Malta, Sliema, I’ll trust it to be a 

wonderful warm and pleasant experience again of Brother- and Sisterhood, in favour of our

great motto.

Keep up the good work, and do NOT forget to send me content in Word and pictures by the 

end of May to come, at the latest  ! 

Awaiting all that is wandering in for the next 02/2017 issue on my e-mail adress
lambrechtnot@skynet.be, I do remain. 

Yours most sincerely in X° and St-John.

Jan Lambrecht, CJSJ, 

Editor
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