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where the Ecclesiastical Council has an important role to 
play, having Clerics from Catholic, Orthodox, Presbyterian, 
Anglican, Evangelical and Lutheran Churches.

I will end by taking the opportunity to wish all members of 
the Order a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year !

Sincerely in Christ and St.-John,
Peter Gabrielsen

Lt. Grand Master

Knights and Dames in St. John, 

As always it is a pleasure and a privilege to have the 
opportunity to write a small column for the International 
Herald. It is very useful and important for all members 
that the issues come out so many times, and we owe 
the Editor great praise for that.

The year that is now drawing towards its close and it has 
as always been full of important events. For Bodil and 
me it was a great experience to visit America for the first 
time in our lives and even for such a grand event as the 
Investiture in Florida, which was described in the last 
issue of the Herald.

More sad were the earthquakes in Italy, which cost 
many lives and great destructions. It was very fine that 
the Order could give some help, and that underlines the 
importance of the fellowship we enjoy. In situations of 
catastrophes the Order must and can show that we are 
all together and each member can do his or her bit to 
assist. In the situation we remember also the previous 
disasters in Nepal and with the hurricane Sandy, which 
also called for us all to be ready. One can hope that 
next year will be free of such sad incidents.

All in all we can remind ourselves that we are in one 
Order and feel united in spite of many different 
nationalities and languages and denominations. In the 
last respect it is also worth mentioning that we are also 
united in the Christian Faith as a Ecumenical Order,

Peter GABRIELSEN, OSJ
Lieutenant-Grand Master.
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A blessed Christmas and a happy New Year

Aleppo and Mosul,
Idomeni and Yezidi,
Bataclan and Saint-Etienne du Rouvray,
Zaventem and Nice,
black lives matter,
sinking boats on the Mediterranean sea,
walls and razor blade fencing in Europe,
that appears to be our world;
Peace, where are you hiding?

And once more Christmas is approaching,
bringing the birth of the Child Jesus
and a message of peace, tirelessly, year after year.

A peace, which appears so difficult to achieve in our 
world,
impossible even according to some, but, no, not 
according to Him,
because each year, his birth once more awakens 
hope.

But His Peace does not come about 
simply by itself.
Human beings are needed for that,
persons who live in trusting His Spirit
and who carry that trust in their heart,
and who proclaim it to their fellow men.

During this Christmas Season, 
we wish you many encounters with such people,
who meet you with an open heart and mind,
who plant the seed of peace in your heart,
with their smile and their words.

We wish you, and also ourselves, many such 
moments, 
in which you and I can radiate peace and warmth
to others in our surroundings.
To Idomeni and Aleppo may be somewhat 
difficult.

(…)
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(…) But do not let the wall around our hearts 
prevent us from bringing peace, 
by giving simple warmth, attention and 
trustfulness,
to that eternal sorehead in our circle of 
acquaintances,
to that at times so boring neighbour, 
to that Syrian family who may come live 
next to us tomorrow, 
to that coloured person next to us on the bus,
to the cashier with a headscarf, 
to all the people whom we meet,
so different and yet so much the very same 
as we,
people yearning for a simple smile and peace.

Hans Vanackere, KJSJ, 
Prelate of the Priory of the Low Countries, 

Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council.
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ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE 
AID

October 30th, 2016: 
OSJ members struck personally

A series of major earthquakes struck Central Italy between the 
Marche and Umbria regions in October 2016. The third quake 
on October 30 was the largest in Italy in 36 years, since the 
1980 Irpinia earthquake.
A magnitude 5.5 earthquake struck 8 km (5 mi) east southeast 
of Sellano on 26 October at 19:11 local time at a depth of 
10 km (6 mi). The earthquake was also felt in the city of Rome. 
In the region of Marche some houses collapsed, Italian media 
reported. There were also power failures and the telephone 
lines were interrupted.
A magnitude 6.1 intraplate earthquake struck 3 km (2 mi) west 
of VIsso on 26 October at 21:18 local time. The earth quake,

than 100 
years until 
2016.
As the 
process of 
faulting 
along the 
chain of the 
Apennine 
Mountains is 
a relatively 
recent (…)

estimated the consequences less dramatically 
than feared. According to official data, a man died 
because he had suffered a heart attack as a result of 
the quake.
A third large, shallow earthquake of USGS preliminary 
magnitude 6.6 struck 6 km (4 mi) north of Norcia at 
07:40 local time on 30 October. Early news and social 
media reports showed heavy damage to some 
structures. The village of Arquata del Tronto was 
destroyed as well as the Basilica of Saint Benedict in 
Norcia. Two women died of sudden heart attacks during 
the quake. The quakes occurred in a seismic gap which 
is located between the areas hit by the 2016 August 

earthquake and the one in Umbria and Marche of 1997.
In that gap no strong earthquake happened for more

which occur-
red two 
months after a 
magnitude 6.2 
earth-quake in 
August, struck 

about 30 km 
(20 mi) to the 
northwest of 
the August 
earthquake's 
epicenter. The 
civil protection,
however,
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October 30th, 2016: DISASTER STRIKES AGAIN !

ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE

AID
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(…) one in geological terms, starting 500,000 years ago, the 
faults are more irregular, so more shaking occurs due to 
foreshocks according to seismologist Ross Stein from 
Stanford University. In this case the destructive shock on 26 
October was preceded by the foreshock by two hours, 

causing people to leave their homes and be safer when the 
larger shock occurred. 
Grand Marshal Roberto Volpe OSJ: 

Excellencies,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John,

I am pleased to confirm to you that the OSJ Malta receives
continuous gratitude attestations by municipal authorities

and citizens, for all we are doing.
The Italian Priory has collected up to now 16,000 euros, from

Malta International account have arrived 13,700 euros
(Malta, USA, Australia, Belgium and Denmark), 4,530 euros
from the Priory of Deutschweiz and I know that soon will
arrive again, through Malta, over 10,000 euro from Denmark 
and Deutschweiz... For a total of more than 35,000 euros ! 
I think: a good result ... What I hope to improve with some
charitable projects in Italy. In red the 3 areas of intervention
of OSJ Malta. Cities and towns that have received or will
receive aid: Macerata, Corridonia, San Ginesio, Treia, 
Montesanpietro Morico in the Marche and Norcia in Umbria.

The situation remains precarious because unfortunately
there are continuous earthquakes every day.

We have not, however, 
remained dormant. 12,000 
Euros were donated to the 

school of Norcia, for the 
construction of a 
seismographic observatory, 
useful to save lives in the 
future; we donated a small 
car (Fiat Panda, p, 10) to an
association of volunteers
unpaid working to deliver
medication to the elderly
who live isolated or to take 
them to hospitals for medical
examinations.
(...)



(…) If all goes well, thanks to the Priory of Switzerland, a minibus 
and money we will donate to another small town, not important 
enough for being helped by the media.
Apart from one member, who now lives in Rome (Chev. Fabiano
Fantozzi), all our brothers and sisters involved living in caravans, 

tents or emergency camps ... their houses are destroyed or dan-
gerously insecure.
Here's the picture of the “new house and office” of the cav. 
Domenico Antognozzi:

The situation in Central Italy is always on alert. From over 
three months the earth trembles several times each day. 
People are at the limit of nervous collapse and the experts 
do not exclude a possible new and more terrible earthquake.
Equally concerned about the possible eruption of the under-
water volcano named Marsili, the greatest in Europe, a giant 
submerged extends on the seabed of the Tyrrhenian Sea (…)

Temporary housing Ch. Antognozzi family

Rally-point after the earthquake

A most  impressive crack in the road

9



(…) for a length of 70 and a width of over 30 kilometers, 
who awakened November 26 with an intensity 3.5 earth-
quake. In case of eruption, the Marsili would cause a 
tsunami on the coasts of Campania, Calabria and Sicily.
In so many emergency and uncertainty, thanks to the 
generous contribution of various Grand Priories, Priories and 

Commanderies in the world, the OSJ in Italy has, beyond 
the 12,000 Euros to Norcia schools for the realization of the 
first seismic observatory, donated a small car to a voluntary 
social association that provides assistance to elderly 
residents in municipalities isolated because of the 
earthquake, bringing them the necessary medicines or 
accompanying them to medical appointments.
There will be other operations in the towns of Fiastra, 
Monsampietro Morico and Bolognola, but it all depends 
on the easing of earthquakes and how much more we 
will be able to collect. For this, in January it expected an 
organ concert in the Dome of Moncalieri.

I wish to wish to express my admiration for our brothers
involved in the earthquake: despite the severe damage
they personnally suffered, they gave anything they asked
for to those who most needed it and kept nothing for

themselves.

Thank you all !
Yours in St. John,

Bailiff Roberto Volpe, OSJ.
Grand-Prior of Italy

OSJ-Panda to the rescue

Isabella Rinnaudo DSJ 
with the school Director 
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Dominican church, Knokke (B), August 11th, 2016

LEANNESS, SHORTAGE:

Flanders Commandery lectures, Low Countries, Benelux

A philosophical approach of biblical images 
of God by professor Dr. Roger Burggraeve. 

Why have concerns and get angry by someone who 
does not exist? Is God becoming the source of anger? 
To answer these questions, we have to consider what 

kind of God we are speaking about. This was the theme 
of the conference.  
A quote from the Greek philosopher Plato qualifying 
Eros, as “a child of poverty and wealth”, is, according 
to the speaker, applicable on Religion, as both 
opposite features are also characteristic for it: poverty 
with leanness, shortage, finitude, in opposition to 
wealth such as energy, enthusiasm, infinity. 

In the series ' Summer readings in the 
Dominican church ', the Dominican 
Family of Knokke, in collaboration 
with OSJ Flanders, organized on 
august 11th 2016 a conference 
entitled ' HIGH TIME for ANOTHER 

GOD ' by professor emeritus Roger 
Burggraeve of the Catholic University 
of Leuven Belgium (KUL). As bible 
philosopher and moral theologian, 
he is an internationally recognized

researcher of the ethical and metaphysical thinking of 
the Jewish philosopher Emmanuel Levinas. The theme of 
the conference, is the title of a recent book of his hand, 
subtitled ' Biblical grounds for the deep soul of our human 
being '.
Speaker started with a previously published column by Rik
Torfs, rector of the same university,  under the title: ' angry 
to God '. The  KUL rector refers to his carefree childhood, 

where God was an evidence. The last decades however, 
an ever increasing group rejects his existence, and reacts 
compassionately, even aggressively on those who 
nevertheless continue to believe in God. 

Religion appeals to the infinite, the transcendent
(…)
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(…) that is present in every human being. The traditional 
image of God originated in the mostly problematic 
human conditions of ancient times, where survival was 
the most important goal. God was almighty, all-
knowing, magical, sometimes despotic and cruel. He 

was the cause and explanation of everything, 
frequently intervening in human history. That God we 
can easily find in the first books of the Bible, whereas a 
redeeming and liberating God is the fundament of the 
evangelical message of Jesus. 
Philosopher Feuerbach and psychologist Freud qualify 
God as a projection of our deepest desires as 
compensation for our shortness and finitude. The religion 

of selfishness is today still omnipresent, where  self-
interest has the priority and material advantages 
through religion is the most important aim. The practice 
of offering candles to obtain favors, is not problematic 
for speaker, as far as a symbol for our union with the

divine light and 
warmth. 
The old image of 
God is no more 
generally accepted 
due to the scientific 
and technical 
progress and the 
many medical and  
technological 
inventions. 
Autonomy is the 
new behavior of 
modern mankind. 
We want to 
manage our life

ourselves, without 

any control from the outside. 
As example, speaker refers to the story of the talents in the 
version of Mattheus. His interpretation does not concern the 
economical reading, where successful business is a noble 
objective and even the value measure of our life. The 
philosophical approach of the speaker concerns the 
evolution of the man from a slave attitude, accounting the 
results and returning all profits to the lord, to a  respectful 
partnership, enabling discussion and argumentation about 
the results and admitting profit share. The story of Job is 
another example, who, after a total loss of health, family, 
belongings etc. without any reason.., is strongly revolting 
against God. This is the Jewish principle of chutzpach, 
whereby man are considered as a respected partner, 
allowed to dialogue and discussion, and religion is a 
reciprocal covenant and not an accumulation of 
unilaterally imposed rules. Other example of chutzpah are 

the Jesus words on the cross: Eli, Eli, lama sabachtani;  my 
God, my God, why did you leave me?

12



Which God (and which man), acceptable for the modern 
human mankind of the 21st century, is finally the result of 
this philosophical quest? As already mentioned: a God in 
dialogue (see also the story of Abraham, coming up for 
the innocent victims of Sodom), respecting the man as a 
covenant partner; A ‘movable’ God, who is standing 
together with the man as the God revealed by Jesus of 
Nazareth: Deus compassibilis (Bernardus of Clairvaux and 
Benedictus XVI): God cannot suffer, but has pity, 
compassion with the suffering man; a charitable, merciful  
God, not weak or sentimental, but full of active charity, 
leading to responsibility; a motivating, life giving God, who 
sends us his Ghost (see letters of St Paul). 
At the end of the evening, speaker brings the Jewish 
midrash story about the striking angels, which Emmanuel 
Levinas told him up to four times. God entrusted the Thora
to the mankind and not to the angels, who protested 
against this decision and started a strike. The reason was 
that man have a body, are incarnated, what is necessary 
in order to spread, herald, reveal, apply…the Thora in the 
world. Speaker refers to Jesus of Nazareth, the incarnated 
Son of God.

The evening was closed by a reception. Most of the 
approximately hundred attendees were elated. Both the 
rich content, on high level, as the enthusiasm of the 
speaker were greatly appreciated. 

Etienne LEIRMAN, KJSJ
Commander 

Flanders Commandery,
Low Countries Priory

Benelux Grand Priory
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Let 
all that you do 
be done
in Love.

1 Corinthians, 16:14.



120 families enjoy St. Sunniva Commandery’s
yearly’s Hospitality

NORWAY St. Sunniva Commandery
Charity event for CHILDREN with CANCER, OSCARSBORG (NOR)

In Norway we have for several years worked with
children and youth having cancer, and their families, as 
our primary goal, but we have undertaken other
projects too involving other needy children. We are still a 
rather small group of 8 brothers and sisters, but hope to
soon organize more Hospitaller groups in other towns in 
Norway to help our worthy cause. I want to share with

you about two of our projects that the we recently have 
worked on.

Our big yearly event takes place in August, on the 
beautiful island of Oscarsborg, in the middle of the Oslo 
fjord. Oscarsborg is a fortress island that played a vital
role in the battle against the German invasion of 
Norway during the second world war. The cannons and
torpedo batteries on the island sank the German heavy 
cruiser Blücher, and threw back the German naval force 
heading for Oslo, thus managing to save the Norwegian
King and government from being taken prisoner, so they
could escape the country and lead the battle for the 
country from abroad, together with our allies.

In this historical place, in late August every year, we 
arrange together with the Children Cancer group in our
County a day full of events. Children and young adults
affected by cancer together with their respective
families, approximately 120 families, are given a needed
break from their everyday struggle. This year we could
offer barbecue food, flying in helicopter, trips with

high-speed RIB boats on the fjord and several other activities. 
It is a great pleasure to see children with poor appetite
because of their medical treatment eating the second and
third hot-dog and thinking of other things than their illness. 
The day is funded with a mix of gifts and donations from local
businesses, and all knights and dames together with many
helpers work for several days to make it all happen.

We also have committed ourselves to help each year the 
National Sarkom Association with their annual event for all
people affected by Sarcoma cancer. This happens on the 
Castle of Akerhus, a fortification in the Capital of Norway 
that was first started being built in 1290 by the viking
(…)
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(…) king Haakon V Magnusson. Today it seats among
others the headquarter of the Norwegian armed forces, 
the old kings and queens of Norway are buried here, and
most of the castle and its surroundings are open for
recreation.

In this wonderful surroundings over 250 persons could
enjoy food donated from Aas Hospitaller group. The food 
was barbecued with the help of the Motorcycle Veterans
from the Armed Forces and the happy crowd indicated
that our effort not was in vain.

Later during the evening a great gala dinner was given
to all the attendees, and several of our Sisters where
working in the kitchen and serving food until late night. 
Note in particular that two young gentlemen, in spite of 
their young age, have been helping the cause already

for many years. Several other of our members have their
children too with them helping on our projects, and the 
youngsters to a valuable job. It's a great pleasure to see
the younger generation is taking part in our work and
learning the joy of helping the needed.

A little bit about ourselves. It's a great pleasure for me to
report for the first time from the newborn Commandery
St. Sunniva in Norway. Our headquarters are situated in 
the small town of Aas just outside the capital, Oslo, where
we have worked for several years as a Knights Hospitaller
group in the South-East region of Norway under the 
Commandery Dagmar of Denmark. On December 2nd 
2015 the Prior of the Nordic Countries, Johnny Reimar, 
asked the Petit Conseil about establishing a new com-
mandery in Norway, and on December 28th we received
(…)

Charity event for CHILDREN with CANCER, 
OSCARSBORG (NOR)
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(…) a letter from Malta with approval. On January 1st 2016 
this year we were formally established, and we have since
then been working on organizing St.Sunniva as an
independent Commandery. 
You can find more information on our website 
http://www.osj-stsunniva.org.
The name of the Norwegian Commandery, St. Sunniva, 
originates from a catholic myth on the historical monk 
monastery and fantasticly beautiful island Selja on the 
west-coast of Norway. Selja was the Island where the story 
says that God buried the Irish princess Sunniva under rocks
from the mountain to protect her from the local savages. 

This supposedly happened in the late years of the 9th 
century, and the story further says that the famous
viking king Olav Trygvason found her remainings several
hundred years later in perfect conditions. She was 
canonized as Norway's first Saint and played a vital role
in making Norway a Christian country, and in the young
nation’s national identity.

Despite the fact that Norway today is mostly Lutheran
Christian, Saint Sunniva is still remembered all over the
country and celebrated in honor of her historical influ-
ence. During spring to autumn its possible to visit the
island Selja and the see the ruins of the monastery, and
the cave of Saint Sunniva, where on the 8th of July
each year pilgrims still are coming to pay their respects.

Frank Jakobsen, CJSJ, 
Commander

St. Sunniva Commandery, 
Norway

Charity event for CHILDREN with CANCER, 
OSCARSBORG (NOR)
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What is learned in the craddle…

Charity event for CHILDREN with CANCER, 
OSCARSBORG (NOR)



SPREAD IT, WEAR IT !

CHURCH in NEED, NGO
Worldwide PRO FIDE action: WE ARE CHRISTIANS

that Islamic terrorists can identify
Christians. It is a direct ultimatum 

to leave, to pay a heavy tax, to convert to
the islam, or to die by the sword.
Please SPREAD the word, STAND      
UP to this, and ACT to stop the 

bloodshed. To remain silent, is to accept, no 
matter your religion.

Christians proudly wear their ‘nun’-badge on 50 
kms from the IS-war front in Syria, on less than 1 
hour driving distance in an armed Toyota 
Landcruiser. Talking about courage !

A very recommendable testimony by Fr. Douglas 
on:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LewCzO5TA
Sw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izt75z92O
bA
Website CHURCH IN NEED: http://www.acn-
intl.org/pg/home.html?p=EN,141,2,,1,,

This symbol is the Arabic letter ‘nun’, the first 
charachter in the word Nazarene.

Nazarene is a title referreing to Jesus of 
Nazareth, used to designate Christians in 
Muslim traditions.

The arabic letter ‘n’ applied on a Christian 
family’s door or wall in Mosul or elsewhere
in IS-territory is painted on the property so
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CHARITY: a day drop-in location for homeless 
and marginalised in Geelong

establishment of the LAZARUS CENTRE,
GEELONG Commandery, Victoria Priory, Australasia

In excess of one hundred Dames, Knights and commu-
nity members gathered at the Geelong Racing Club’s 
‘Silks Room’ to support the establishment of the Lazarus 
Centre, a day drop-in location for homeless and 
marginalised from within the Geelong community.

RESPECT will be one of the key offerings when Geelong’s 
Lazarus daytime drop-in centre is fully established to cater 

to Geelong’s homeless and disenfranchised people.

Founders have the Heritage listed former Geelong goal 
(deactivated) in mind as they work to transform the 
former Warden’s Residence beside the old Geelong Gaol 
into suitable  facility.

Mr Des Younghusband, on behalf of the centre’s 
committee, outlined the range of services and utilities 
which will be available at the centre. Guest Speaker, 
Colonel Mary Brandy CSM shared some of her 
experiences as an Australian Army nursing officer, with the 
United Nations in Rwanda during the genocide in the late 
1990’s. 

Members of the Geelong Commandery Functions 
Committee generously donated seven themed hampers, 
as prizes for the raffle supported the overall total of 
$7,500! (…)

L-R: Dame Jan Synot DGSJ, Vice Prior, Major Ron 

Brandy (RTD), Guest Speaker Colonel Mary Brandy 

CSM, Chevalier Ross Synot JP CJSJ.

The former Warden’s residence, beside Old Geelong Gaol, is 

completed with the support of dozens of donors and volunteers.
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(…) The Geelong Commander, Chevalier Barry Abley KJSJ 
indicated that his Commandery was most grateful to all 
who attended, some travelling a considerable distance 
from across the state of Victoria. A proportion of the 
registration money was earmarked for the Lazarus. Centre. 
The Commandery is equally grateful to the many 

generous donors whose additional contributions will bolster 
a healthy donation to aid the work of the Lazarus Centre 
Committee.  Many thanks to Dame Louise and Chevalier 
Michael King for once again generously printing the 
Invitations and table booklets at no cost to the Order.

The Founding Group is aiming to provide dignified shelter 
and company for people,  with use of a kitchen, laundry, 
shower, lockers, pool room and workshop. Geelong’s 
Wesley Centre, Friends of St Mary’s Basilica and Christ 
Church communities have played key roles in nurturing 
plans for the centre.   St Mary’s parish priest, Fr Kevin Dillon  
AM said that once completed it would provide a much-
needed care trifecta in Geelong, alongside the long-
running Christ Church charity breakfast program and 
Samaritan House accommodation [for displaced and 
homeless men].

“It will be a place of welcome, a place of care and most 
importantly a place of respect,” he said. An army of 
volunteers and donors have powered renovations. Centre

spokeswoman Wendy Leigh said the centre 
had been built on community support. “It 
is a community project and we need the 

community to get behind us now,” Mrs 
Leigh said.                    Chevalier Barry Abley KJSJ, Geelong 

Commander thanked members of the 
Order, and the wider community for their 
support of this highly successful function.

L-R: Chevalier Major Ian Barnes (RTD) OAM KJSJ, 

Margaret Barnes, Jill Müller, Chevalier Stuart Müller 

KGSJ, Geelong Commandery Treasurer.

Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ,
Prior,
Priory of Victoria
Commanderies of Geelong & 
Tasmania,
Ballarat Founding Group,
Gippsland Peninsula Group, 
Melbourne – Metro Group,
and New Zealand
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He said,” Your contributions, attendance and generosity was 
appreciated.”

Just another example of why the Order highly values the 
continuance of practical community service or philanthropy 
which its members are already involved within the local and 
regional area, and further afield.  



BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA, 3RD OCTOBER 1981.

AUSTRALASIA: ST-THERESA (Mother Theresa of Calcutta)
accepted membership ad honorum in 1981 

In 1981 the Knights of the then (…) Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
issued a welcome to Australia as follows:

“Mother Teresa,
The knights of the (…) Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller welcome you to 
Australia.
The knights wish to state that they wholeheartedly endorse the principles
you stand for, the great work already accomplished in charitable deeds and
that you will continue to possess good health so as to continue in the unique role god 
assigned you.
Since his Royal Highness the Prince Grand Master, Prince Andrej of the Jugoslav, house of 
Karageorgevich, brother of the late King Peter II, graciously expressed his interest in and 
approbation for your good works by inviting you to be an honorary member of the order 
of saint john. 
The knights have been greatly honoured by your acceptance.
The order was founded in charity and holds that—charity is the mother and
foundation of all virtues. today it functions as an international, ecumenical and charitable 
organisation.
Today we wish to offer a further demonstration that we practise the christian ethic by 
offering you a donation of one thousand dollars to assist you to promote your 
international charitable works.
We thank you for honouring us with this opportunity and pray that there will be many 
opportunities in the future.”
On behalf of the Grand Priory of Australia
H.E. Bailiff Dr. Douglas HODGES G.C.S.J. GRAND PRIOR
H.E. Bailiff Sir Hubert OPPERMAN GC.S.J. PRIOR
H.E. Bailff Patrick CONNOR G.C.S.J. PRIOR DO SMALL THINGS WITH 

GREAT LOVE !”
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REFLECTION on the CANONISATION of MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA
Dame ad honorum of the Order

Many within the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem will be 
rejoicing at the canonisation of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 
Dame of the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem.  In his 
homily at her canonisation Pope Francis said: ‘Mother 
Teresa, in all aspects of her life, was a generous dispenser 
of divine mercy, making herself available for everyone 
through her welcome and defence of human life, those 
unborn and those abandoned and discarded.’

We are aware of the persistence with which she showered 
love, mercy, compassion, in essence, the healing Grace of 
God on each human being she and the members of her 
order encountered. The Pope held the work of her order 

up as reflecting his ideal for the church to be a merciful 
“field hospital” for the poorest of the poor both materially 
and spiritually. 

She has become a model for his Year of Mercy. And what 
a model!

Few would have had insight into another side of this new 

saint. In a letter to her spiritual director, Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta wrote of her long struggle with a sort of spiritual 
dryness that lasted for many years up until her death. In 
the midst of it, though, she continued to speak and to lead 
and to teach about serving Jesus by serving the poor and 
the sick and the downtrodden. In her book Loving Jesus, 
she wrote: “If we nourish our lives with the Eucharist, it will
be easy for us to see Christ in that hungry one next door, 
the one lying in the gutter, that alcoholic man we shun,

our husband or our wife, or our restless child. For in them, we 
will recognise the distressing disguises of the poor: Jesus in our 
midst.”

Saint Teresa is an example of one whose continued faith and 
continued work with the poor and downtrodden speaks 
volumes about her truest convictions and her patience in 
doing God’s work without hope of or desire for personal 
reward. She treated each person she met as a reflection of 
Jesus himself, Christ in a “distressing disguise”, as she once 
described them. These were the ‘treasure in heaven’ that 
Jesus talks about in the gospels. She said that if you have not 

loved the poor as infinitely precious children of God, “who 
will give you what is your own?” Who will return to you 
the reflection of your own dignity and worth? 
Again we hear Jesus, ‘the measure  (…)
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(…) you give is the measure you will get.’

Ours is a vocation to charity and to live it out in such a 
way that we grow in love each day. We encounter Saint 
Teresa’s ‘Calcutta’ every time we become more involved 
in our charitable works within the order, every time we 

encounter someone who needs our support, every time 
we are challenged to turn the values of our world upside 
down. It is in these places that the white cross of our Order 
can dispel the darkness. 

the Australasian Grand Priory 
Prelate, 

Ch, Rev. Cannon 
David O’Neill, KGSJ
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REFLECTION on the CANONISATION of MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA
Dame ad honorum of the Order

Let no one
ever come to 

you
without leaving

better and 
happier;

be the living 
expression 

of God’s 

kindness:
kindness in your 

face,
kindness in your 

eyes,
kindness in your 

smile.

Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta



Grimbergen Abbey (B), October 1st, 2016,
25 staff members of 3 Priories participating.

GRAND PRIORY of the BENELUX
Annual Extraordinary Chapter

Starting most conveniently with the comtemplative text by our
Grand Prior on Unity in this new Grand Priory of the Benelux setting, 
and after all members are introduced by their Priors, the Grand Prior 
explains the impact of the Rules and the Manual as last updated
on the March 31st, 2016 Sovereign Council. The different Priors 
report on the working of each Priory on both domains of the Pro 
Fide pro Utilitate hominum motto, and the Chancellor Dame Gretel 
De Meyer as well as  the Main Herald Dame Lucia Janssens of the 
Low Countries Priory, more extensively expatiate on their duties and
organisation. Prelate Hans Vanackere evaluates the Pro Fide works
within the Order. Exchange of views and matters of interest is done, 
(…)
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“The future isn’t something where we are just heading to,

It is something we create together”

(…) and mutual suggestions are gladly accepted. The intention to spread the Investitures agenda-

wise is noted, to give our members the opportunity to experience the Feast of St-John in all other

Benelux Priories each year. 

The intimate Eucharist in the sacristy of Grimbergen Abbey is then followed by the classic group

picture and a most cordial apéritif and lunch. Surely this was a very enthousiasming meeting once

more, with lots of goodwill amongst all participants, fully benefitting our motto. To be

continued…
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Communication and Conversation

Leaving my house in the morning in order to go to the 
Institute of Philosophy, I regularly meet and greet my next-
door neighbour, also a pensioner. We usually exchange a 
couple of sentences about the weather. What is really 
communicated? Both of us listened to the early morning 
news, in fact knew already from last night’s weather 
forecast what the weather is going to be. So, the informa-
tion conveyed seems nihil. And yet, we had an important 
conversation, be it ‘about nothing’. An alien observing 
our behaviour and not knowing the institution of neigh-

bourhood, nor the fact that many of us, at least of people 
my age, descend from small farmers or farmworkers for 
whom the changeable nature of the weather in this part 
of the world was something to be constantly worried 
about, – such an alien would look upon us as quite 
irrational, or at least very strange creatures. The fact is that 
even conveying proper information requires familiarity 
with a certain set of ‘language games’ (Wittgenstein) and 

their grammatical, pragmatic and (particularly) social

REFLECTIONS  

on COMMUNICATION and CONVERSATION

27

possible amount of ‘noise’) from whom he desires the 
response he needs. But real communication between real 
people is much more than that. It rather is a medium in 
which we, sender and receiver, are inevitably taken up 
and at the same time cannot but participate. 
Communication understood as such a medium or ‘space’, 
one can call ‘conversation’. Communication as 
conversation is as diverse as human life itself. Whether we 
are aware of it or not, like it or not, our sayings (and doings) 
must be understood as made possible only within the 
socio-cultural setting or context in which we live. This 
conception of communication at the same time requires a 
rather sophisticated understanding of psychology as well. 
We wouldn’t know who we are, how to behave, what we 
want, what to say in any situation, but for the fact that we 
have been introduced into, and learned to participate in, 

certain ‘language games’ people 
are used to play in a common culture. (…)

rules. Otherwise it cannot be recog-
nized nor accepted as real, appro-
priate information.
Communication is usually looked 
upon as purely a means, an instru-
ment, in the service of an indepen-
dent actor with certain pre-existing 
intentions, i.e. the sender of a mes-
sage to a receiver (with the lowest 



REFLECTIONS  
on COMMUNICATION and CONVERSATION

(…) Even if we wanted to do so, we could not really
play the language games of primitive tribesmen, or of
the priest-astronomers of Hellenistic Babylon. New lan-
guage games (such as science) are not the result of
the creative imagination and desire of individuals on
their own, but of the interaction between already exis-
ting communal practices, historical opportunities, and
individual creativity. Neither can such practices conti-
nue to exist unless whole groups of other language
games are continued to be played as well, or are
(more or less slightly) modified in specific respects.

Understanding communication as conversation, not as 
a means, but as a medium, allows one to focus 
attention on features of meaning which we are familiar 
with, but do not usually explicitly recognize. Whatever 
their superficial grammatical form, utterances (like 
statements, questions, orders) are as one says 
expressive, not in the sense that they simply refer to 
psychological facts, let alone to neurological 
phenomena. They are expressive of an inter-subjective 
reality of neighbourhood, friendship, enmity, etc., 
which can of course be explained by reference to a 
psychological or neurological origin, but which cannot 
be properly understood except through familiarity with 
these very meanings and their social context. Without 
these expressions as so understood, reality as we know 
it in real life, i.e. in our relations with each other, would

not exist. Can we really believe that the love for our children 
and grandchildren is not a reality, or only the reality of some 
brain state? The British philosopher Roger Scruton writes 
somewhere: “When we see another’s smile we see human 
flesh moving in obedience to impulses in the nerves. No law 
of nature is suspended in this process: we smile not in spite of, 
but because of, nature. Nevertheless, we understand a smile 
in quite another way: not as flesh, but as spirit, freely 
revealed. A smile is always more than flesh for us, even if it is 
only flesh”.

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ 
Prof. Em., 

Philosophy dept., 
Catholic University 

of Leuven (B).
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Lund & Malmö (S), October 31th, 2016.

POPE FRANCIS visits SWEDEN
500th Anniversary Reformation

Pope Francis visited Lund and Malmo in Sweden on 
October 31th 2016. The reason that this historic visit took 
place was that Catholics and Lutherans together 
commemorated the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. The meeting in Lund stems from a process of 
dialogue spanning several decades. A milestone in this 
process consists of the document “From conflict to 
communion” dating from 2013. In this document 

Lutherans and Catholics express sorrow and regret at the 
pain that they have caused each other, but also 
gratitude for the theological insights that both parties 
have contributed. At the same time, there is an emphasis 
on the joint responsibility to talk about Christian faith, not 
least through work for justice and peace. 

By invitation of the Vatican and the Lutheran World 

Federation representatives from different Christian 
Churches and also Jewish and Muslims participated in the 
meeting. The Lutheran World Federation groups have 72 
million members from 144 churches, and the Catholic 
Church has more than 1,2 billion members worldwide. The 
meeting was hosted by the Church of Sweden in close 
cooperation with the Catholic Church in Sweden and the 
Christian Council of Sweden.

On the photo the document “From conflict to commu-
nion" between Catholics and Lutherans was signed by the

Pope Francis and Bishop Munib Younan, head of Luthe-
ran World Community.

In connection with an ecumenical church service in the 
Cathedral of Lund on October 31th, 2016 Pope Francis 
stated: "As Catholics and Lutherans, we have made a 
joint journey towards reconciliation. Now, in connection 

with the commemoration of the memory of the 
Reformation in 1517, we have a new opportunity to 
embark on a common road."

Undersigned Brothers in our King Peter II Order are both 
living in Malmo and have worked together for 
several years within the Priory of St. Eskil with issues 
(…)
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(…) to find ways of legitimacy of a reunification 
between the two main branches of the King Peter II 
Order: the Malta branch headquartered in Valletta, 
Malta and the Vancouver branch headquartered in 
Vancouver, Canada. 

It is our hope that the end of the process of 500 years of 
split and the beginning of reconciliation will be a source 
of inspiration to embark on a common road for a 
reunification within the one and only King Peter II Order 

of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller. 

Bengt ALMEBÄCK, GCSJ       &        Lennart OLSSON, GCSJ
Prior,                                                                   Liaison officer,
Priory St-Eskil Priory St-Eskil

Lund Cathedral

Embrace after the 

signing
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Order of St-John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Under the Constitution granted by his Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia

The International Herald

We want 

YOU 
for The International Herald !    

Make yourself heard, from all OSJ’s units. 

We DO want to know how you are doing over 

there on the Pro Fide, the pro Utilitate Hominum !

Send your contributions in Word format and in 

pictures soon, for the next 01/2017 edition, 

to lambrechtnot@skynet.be, by the end of 

February to come. 

31



Acireale, February 2nd, 2016, 
INVESTITURE

Priory of SICILY
INVESTITURE & ACTIONS

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St John  2016 is coming to 

an end and it is time to take stock of the activities of 
the Priory of Sicily, for which I thank all the Dames and 
Knights with their commitment they can embody the 
principles of the Order to which they belong.
Tuesday, February 2, 2016 it held the Solemn Ceremony 
of Investiture of new Knights and Dames of the Priory of 
Sicily.
To frame the event the splendid Church of San 
Benedetto in Acireale, whose origins date back to the 
fifteenth century, which at first he was dedicated to 
Sant'Agata, whose relics from Constantinople stopped 
there before coming to Catania.
Here, among other things, it houses a magnificent 
painting representing Sant'Agata to Prison healed from 
San Pietro, of Mariano Panebianco Messina, engineer 
and painter of Acireale the second half of  ‘800.
The ceremony was preceded by the Holy Mass 
celebrated by the Prelate of the Order Chev. Rev. 
Concetto Pennisi and Rev. Filippo Puzzo.
Presiding over the Ceremony of Investiture S.E. Grand 
Commander and Grand Prior of Malta Bailiff Paul M. 
Borg and the Prior to Sicily Dame Alice Infantino.
Present were the Order Maltese delegation 
Constantinian Cross and Constantinople, in the person 
Officer Knight and Custodian of Insignia Chev. Simon 

DeBono, Chev.Joseph Briffa and the Dame Roberta 

Borg Manduca, the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians 
and the Little sisters of the Poor of Acireale, in addition to 

a large number of guests.
In the welcome speech S. E. Bailiff Paul Borg, after 
bringing the greetings of S.E. LT Grand Master Peter 
Gabrielsen, stressed the value of each individual 
endowments for the continuity of the Order. As Sicilia 
Prior, I focused attention on the importance of the 
primary purposes of the Order, such as the defense of the 
Christian faith and its essence philanthropic and 

charitable (pro fide, pro utilitate hominum).
During the ceremony we were received four new Knights 
in the Order (including a priest), two Honorary Dame (one 
of Mary Help Sister) and a Sister Servant. Seven members 
of the Priory of Sicily were elevated in rank (…)
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(…) and grade and were awarded three medals too
about OSJ.
After the Ceremony I paid in the hands of the new 
Chev Rev. Puzzo a donation in favor of the construction 
of the new Church of Santa Maria della Speranza in 
Niscemi (Caltanissetta).
Other donations were delivered to other charitable 
institutions, including the Casa Mia Little Sisters of the 
Poor and the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of 
Acireale, and for alleviating the sufferings of  poor and 
sick.
After the session of official photographs, the Solemn 
Ceremony ended with the gala dinner.

PRO UTILITATE HOMINUM
Several other activities and projects we have 
undertaken this year which allowed us to help with our 
small forces, the needy, the helpless, the migrants who 
arrive on our shores daily ...

In collaboration with the Volunteers of Caritas Catania we 
are committed to bringing monthly food and basic 
necessities for the many needy from their daily hosted.
The Priory of Sicily organized a Christmas lunch Sunday, 
December 18 at the headquarters of Caritas and will be 
distributed small gifts to the children present to wish them 
all a Holy Christmas.
To help the people of central Italy affected by the terrible 
earthquake of August 24, the Priory of Sicilia in 
collaboration with the Red Cross immediately sent basic 
necessities. He also raised funds to be sent by the OSJ to 
both unfortunate brothers who have lost everything.
Much importance and media coverage have had the 
project of hypertension screening days, preventative 
diabetes and breast cancer organized in Niscemi in the 
months of October, November and December from the 
OSJ Priory of Sicily, with the collaboration of the (…)

A moment of delivery to the Volunteers of Caritas
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(…) Santa Maria Parish of hope, Fratres and by the ASP 
of Caltanissetta.

Cav. Rev. Filippo Puzzo, Esq. Dr. Santo Figura and 
Niscemi Volunteers

Thank you for your precious collaboration Cav. Rev. 
Filippo Puzzo, pastor of St. Mary Parish of Hope and 
the Chev. Dr. Santo Figura, Unit medical director of 
Hospital Surgery "Sister Cecilia Basarocco" Niscemi
who coordinated the visits. Thank you, also, Chev. Dr. 
Giovanni Scornavacca for his involvement with 
Terumo company that has provided free for the test 
kits for glycemia.

PRO FIDE
Many of our holdings in solemn celebrations in honor 
of St. Agatha, St. John, St. Mary of Mount Carmel, Our 
Lady of the Transit of Favara, Holy Virgin Mary of 
Tindari and Santa Venera of Acireale.
For this Christmas special edition I asked the Chev. 
Rev. Filipo Puzzo to send a message of 
congratulations to all the Knights and Dames of the 
Order of St. John, so that more and more mature our 
being Christians and our membership in the Church, 

in the philanthropic and charitable vision that distinguishes 
us: Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate hominum.
“The National Ecclesial Convention of Florence "In Jesus 
Christ the new humanism" and the extraordinary Jubilee of 

Mercy "misericordes sicut Pater" give way to two verbs "to 
proclaim and transform"which for us brothers and sisters of 
the OSJ are of paramount importance as explicit even more 
our vocation, belonging and response to God and to others 
in the daily exercise of the talents on behalf of the Order to 
which we belong.

The proclamation of the Gospel of peace (cf.. CEI, Grant 
Liturgical Advent and Christmas 2016), in the works and forms 
chosen by us, help us to abandon the self and self-assertion, 
and "transformed", "bring out the beauty that the Lord never 
ceases to arouse in the reality of the day, the people we 
meet and the situations in which we live "(CEI, Grant liturgical 
Advent and Christmas 2016).
(…)

The Priory delegation of Sicily with S.E. R. Mgr. Antonino
Raspanti, Bishop of Acireale
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Happy Advent and Merry Christmas 2016.
Puzzo Don Filippo “

May peace be your gift at Christmas and your blessing 

all year through.
Dame Alice Infantino, CJSJ

Prior,
Sicily Priory

Procession of the relics of Santa Venera through city 

streets.
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The nature-nurture controversy as indicated
by a study of the brain

Over the past century knowledge has grown
exponentially in all levels of inquiry at an amazing pace 
and for a small group of medical practitioners meeting in 
Melbourne this was readily apparent in a seminar the 
intention of which was to explore facets of the nature-
nurture controversy as indicated by a study of the brain. 
Exciting information as provided, for example, in the 
Dunedin experiments, uses a data base of over 1000 
participants who have been followed from birth until 40 
years of age remaining in contact with the University 
through liaisons throughout the world, deriving from

Reflections on
The BRAIN

pictures of the world using exact information from our 
environment. 
The orchestration of our responses is an aspect of brain 
function and many modern experiments demonstrate 
that the brain has anticipated appropriate responses prior 
to our being aware that an event is about to occur An 
older view asserted that major trauma led to 
irreplaceable loss and the tissues which had been 
damaged were gone and could not be replaced, this is 
now known to be only partially correct and the view we 
were taught as students that damage or loss was 
permanent is not necessarily true.

With the availability of modern technology, it can now be 
said that the brain is the most complex object yet 
discovered in the universe. Modern technology, for 
example, modern EEGs, CT scans and the fMRI are giving 

a more complete account of the capability of the brain, 
and new advances of the reactions of the neuronal 
constituents is providing, almost daily, new information.

Earlier data is now known to have provided simplistic
and inaccurate representation of the functions and
capabilities of this extraordinary organ containing, it has 
been said, more connections than there are stars in the 

known universe. Furthermore the brain is not confined to
the skull but has connections which include the brain as in 
the heart, and even , as Candace Pert has shown, 
in the gut.                                                             (…)

the most Southern 
University city in New 
Zealand and

spreading around
the globe.
The average adult 
human brain weighs 
about 1,300-1,400 
gm. and is about 2% 
of the total body 
weight. It is the 

master controller of 
the organism and 
was once said to
give accurate 
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(…) Simple experiments relying on these advances have 
shown that recovery from injury is often at least partially 
possible. For example, following a stroke, which usually 
follows from occlusion of the blood supply to a particular 

part of the brain, the opposite side of the body becomes 
dysfunctional. Conventional treatment was to encourage 
the weakened limb, the arm or leg, to move, but it is now 
known to be more effective if the strong hand is 
immobilized and the other trained to move once again. 
This is now known to be a feature of the ‘neuroplasticity’ 
of the brain and is but one example demonstrating the 
recreation of function which can occur, either when 
tissues formerly not in use are incorporated into older 
neural circuits, or, pertains to the regrowth on neural 
pathways.
Some 15 -20 years ago television viewers were 
shown pictures from the orphanages at the fall of the 
Ceausescu government which showed children in 
desperate conditions often barely alive and with severe

from the wretched conditions of the earlier care,
Many changes are occurring in our brains including the 
longevity shown by the increasing ages of peoples 
whose lifespan some 30 to 40 years ago was said to be 

three score years and ten. Being well fed and exercised 
may partly explain the current age differences with 85-90 
becoming more common but other factors including 
medical and psychological treatments may also contri-
bute to our longevity but other factors appear to be 
involved.
Another assertion coming from some studies asserts that 
our intelligence is increasing and this could be the 
result of what has been called the psychoactivity of 
our brains. It could be said that given more data we 
become more intelligent but it is thought by some that 
the surge in our understanding of our world is an aspect 
of the increasing IQ which seems to be happening with 
marked differences being seen each decade. IQ is 
difficult to define and there are certainly many different

limitation of neurological
development shown by
small brains and
limitations of such
developments as IQ 
which were often found 
to be in the range of 60-
70s. 
Even here, however, 
families adopting such
children were able to
show developments
beyond those expected

forms of intelligence and 
the older IQ tests used to 
‘test’ the suitability of 
applicants for a job is no 
longer appropriate. A 
mathematician may 
score well in one set of 
tests and a musician in 
another, while a Phys Ed 
specialist may show skills 
and attributes others 
know nothing of.

(…)
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(…) As we become more intelligent we can master 
more information in many areas and comprehension, 
and our ability to understand, remember and retain 
information has expanded for the notion that the brain
is some sort of box in which pathways are in place
responding to requirements is no longer adequate . 

Again, with a small movement of an eye a quadriplegic
can drive a wheel chair or even control a motor vehicle. 
Amputees can use mechanical hands and arms or even 
stand and move about.
Many are afraid that the robotic functions of the disabled, 
or even of total robots may become a danger to life and
limb, and even Stephen Hawking has a word of caution
about possible problems from our creations in the future.
In the 60’s and 70’s the antipsychiatry movement argues 
that schizophrenia was not a disease but rather a conse-
quence of poor parenting. Many mothers were told they 
were of the class ‘refrigerator mothers’ because of their 
alleged immobility to show affection to their children. Some 

critics still carry through and the parents of autistic and 
autism disorders are also subjected to this unhelpful form of 
labeling. The effect on parents was, of course, devastating,
So far our discussions have invited us to see that the nature-
nurture controversy is well passed its ‘use-by’ date and 
other strategies are opening up some perhaps even 
including a contribution from the so called offender. 
Perhaps Instead of jailing these so called criminals, we 
should be using what we know about the brain to help 
them rehabilitate. Put another way: If the brain can grow 
new neural pathways after an injury ... could we help the 
brain re-grow morality? Deviations of behavior may be 
seen, in many cases to be genetic rather than displays of 
wickedness.

Prof. Em. William McLeod
BA, MDBS, DPM, KSJ,

Aarhus Cdry,Readers may have seen the coats with appropriately
placed electrodes on the back which can be made to
allow totally blind people to ‘see’. Light falls on the 
back of the subject and after training the ‘vision’ is 
obviously created in some new way for the subject acts 
as though what we call vision is present.
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Merry Christmas 

and

a happy New 

year

39



International obituary:

It is pleasure to announce once more that no Knight or Dame active on the international level 

has been called to join our Lord. Several members in diffferent Priories unfortunately passed

away from this life: our deepest gratitude remains for their achievements and fraternity within

and beyond the Order. May they all rest in peace ! 

Elections and Nominations:

No messages reached us since the 3/2016 issue about Elections and Nominations, except for

the newly constituted NORWAY Commandery within the Nordic Priory and their Commander, 

Frank Jakobsen. Congratulations to the new Commandery and their Commander: all the very

best in fullfilling our motto in wonderful Norway !

Little word from the Editor
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 4/2016 edition. I am most grateful for
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Personalia

the active support of our Lt-Grand Master and to all those who sent in texts

and pictures of hope and mercy , even in moments of despair, from more and

more different units of our OSJ. Our Brothers & Sisters from the new Norway 

Commandery already delivered their first article on their remarkable charity

works ! 

Keep up the good work, and do NOT forget to send me content in Word and
pictures by the end of February to come, at the latest  ! 

Awaiting all that is hoovering in for the next 01/2017 issue on my e-mail adress
lambrechtnot@skynet.be, I do wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a splendid
New Year, free from all calamities whatsoever. 

Yours most sincerely in X° and St-John.

Jan Lambrecht, CJSJ, Editor

PERSONALIA 

& EDITOR’s word


