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Knights and Dames in St. John 

It is a pleasure and a privilege once again to be able to
write some words as introduction to the new issue of The
International Herald. It is also very praiseworthy for the

Editor to have undertaken this work and done it so suc-
cessfully.
The present issue is of course to a large part in the light
of the recent disastrous earthquake in Italy.
It was absolute certain that The Order should react to
aid, and it was a consideration whether it should be in
the shape of a letter from the Grand Hospitaller or
through The International Herald.
The result was as you see to do both.
A situation as this brings forward many thoughts. Some
might say the little I can do or the little our small Unit can
do will not be of much help compared to the need, so
Authorities or those with more money must take action.
But that is not the right way to think. As you all know we
have been asked each of us to donate 50 Euros/dollars,
and that is in itself a small sum, but if all members in an
Order with almost a thousand knights and dames

donate it suddenly you have quite a large amount.
It is also a way of living up to our motto pro fide pro utili-
tate hominum, because doing each of us our bit we are
helping in the humanitarian field and at the same time
we fulfil the obligation which our faith presents us with.
One says noblesse obliges but so does the faith if you
shall worthily live out your knighthood.

Peter GABRIELSEN, OSJ
Lieutenant-Grand Master.

3

There is another perspective also. Sometimes I have heard
members state that they might as well leave, because
they cannot do much for the Order, be it because they
live isolated from the big number of members or because
they are in ill health or for other reasons. But in reality the
Order is also depending on that kind of members, becau-
se by paying their oblations and as here contributing in a
situation of catastrophe a help can come that else would
not be achieved and the contributors will know that they
are all part of the great Order.
True enough there are always some who have means to
help in a larger scale and we should be and are most gra-
teful to those who do so. And there are always some who
lead the way and to them we owe also gratitude and
respect. But even they cannot do it alone. King Peter
created our Order, but if there were no members it would
come to nothing. As I write this it is the day after the
Canonisation of Saint Mother Teresa and while she was
alive there was always a lot of focus on her, but she also
was not alone and after her death her Order has not

come to nothing but has continued growing.

Sincerely in Christ and St.-John,
Peter Gabrielsen
Lt. Grand Master



A reading from the Apostle Paul

Not only is I Corinthians a letter in  which the Apostle Paul 
gives counsel and instruction on important issues of 
Christian faith and conduct, but it also throws a revealing 
light on the serious problems facing a young church not 
long after its foundation in the middle of the first century. 
Paul had brought the message of Christ to Corinth during 
the course of his second missionary journey. This city 
presented a tremendous challenge to the Gospel, both 
as one of the great cosmopolitan centres of commerce 
in the ancient world and as a place notorious for 

profligacy and licentiousness. If the message of the Cross 
had power to reach and transform the lives of men and 
women in such a setting, then it was powerful indeed! 
And this is precisely what happened. Moreover, the 
members of this young church had been enriched with a 
variety of spiritual gifts – a confirmation to them, and to 
the world, that God was present and working powerfully 
in their midst.
The internal as well as external evidence that the Apostle 
Paul was the author of this epistle is so strong as to be 
conclusive. It is not possible to fix the date of composition  
with certainty, but it was probably in  the spring of A.D. 56 
or 57. Paul was in Ephesus at the time, during the course 
of his third missionary journey.

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong

or a clanging cymbal.
And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all  
mysteries
and all knowledge; 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains,
but do not have love, I am nothing.
And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if 
I deliver
my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits 
me nothing.
Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love 
does not brag
and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it 
does not seek
its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a 
wrong suffered,
does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with 
the truth;
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.
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Hans VANACKERE
Chairman E.C.

Enjoy the Chapter 13 I Corinthians: 
The Excellence of Love (1-13):



Love never fails; but if there are gifts of 
prophecy, they will be done away; if there are 
tongues they will cease; if there is knowledge, it 
will be done away.

For we know in part, and we prophesy in part; 

when the perfect comes,
the partial will be done away.
When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, 
think as a child, reason
As a child; when I became a man, I did away 
with childish things.

For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then I shall 
know fully just as I have been fully known.
But now abide faith, hope, love, these three: but 
the greatest of these is love.

Hans Vanackere, KJSJ, 
Prelate of the Priory of the Low Countries, 

Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council.

Saint-Paul, seen by Rembrandt van Ryn, 
1633 or 1635
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ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE EMERGENCY

DONATE 

NOW !

OSJ-Malta

Charity Account

IBAN: MT44 VALL 

2201 3000 0000 

4001 9167 486.

BIC: VALLMTMT.

PRO FIDE, PRO UTILITATE HOMINUM
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August 24th, 2016: DISASTER STRIKES !

ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE

EMERGENCY

to H.E. Grand Hospitaller
Bailiff Vincent R. Bonagura,

Eccellenza,
As Prior of Italy, I ask if it is possible for its part, ask for a free help to 
the Grand Priories and Priories of our beloved Order for 
earthquake victims in central Italy.
We have donated a first help of 3,700 euro managed directly for 
displaced persons in the municipality of San Ginesio, in the 
province of Macerata, headquarters of our Commandery Brand 
et Picenum ... but the needs are so many.
Thank you Your Excellency for what will want and can do.
Sincerely Yours in St. John,
Bailiff Roberto Volpe,
Prior of Italy,
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PLEASE, DONATE NOW !

on our OSJ-Malta Charity Account

IBAN: MT44 VALL 2201 3000 0000 4001 9167 486.
BIC: VALLMTMT. Church, in directing our International support for the 

homeless, physically injured, and mentally distressed 
earthquake victims. 

I am requesting that each of us consider making a gift 
of $50/€50 or more,

They will be earmarked for those in need in central 
Italy and he will then hand over the complete sum to 
the Italian Priory through H.E. Roberto Volpe, OSJ 
Grand Marshal, Prior of Italy, within the Russian Grand 
Priory.  He will work with the members of the Petite 
Conseil to facilitate the early transfer of the 
International funds collected from this appeal to 
support the earthquake victims in central Italy.  (,,,)

Vincent BONAGURA

Grand Hospitaller

August 31, 2016
Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John,

I am writing to you as the Grand Hospitaller of our Order 
to ask you and our international OSJ members to 

contribute to the International fund that we are 
establishing to help the victims of the recent 
earthquake in central Italy.  Many men, women and 
children have sustained physical and mental injuries 
because of this recent natural disaster.  I am sure you 
are all aware of this crisis and I believe all of our 
Priors/Grand Priors should consider raising funds from 
their Priories/Grand Priories to support these earthquake 
victims.  Many are without homes and others have 
sustained severe mental distress on losing all that they 
had before this earthquake.

I will be bringing this request up to our Petite Conseil
members at our next meeting in October to establish a 
formal international commitment to these unfortunate 
people, and ask the Italian Priory to find the 
appropriate means, through their relationship with the
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(,,,) May Our Lord look down upon us and help us do
his work here on earth in our efforts to help his children
in need. Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum.

Your brother in St. John,

Dr. Vincent R. Bonagura, 
GCSJ,

Grand Hosptialler OSJ
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AUSTRALASIA, PRIORY OF VICTORIA
DONATION to foodbank

TASMANIAN FLOOD RELIEF

MONEY RAISED AT QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY CONCERTS 

Tasmania's Governor, Her Excellency Professor the Ho-
nourable Kate Warner AM has donated the proceeds
of the Queen's birthday concerts held in June at Go-
vernment House to the state's flood relief. Tasmanians
are recovering from extreme floods that hit earlier this
month, with homes, businesses, farms and transport
infrastructure heavily damaged in the deluge. The
total financial cost is expected to be more than $100
million.

The flooded areas of the State, so often ravaged by
bushfires and extreme heat patterns causing droughts
has had a severe strain placed on the availability of
fresh food and produce.
Her Excellency presented the $13,000 raised to the
charity FOODBANK at Government House in Hobart. "I
think it is just devastating for them and of course I
have a lot of sympathy and if we could assist in any

way, if these concerts can assist in any way to help
them, I think that is wonderful," she said. The Governor
thanked members of the public who donated at the
event and online. (,,,)
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Tasmanian Governor H,E, Professor the Honourable 
Kate Warner AM  presenting a cheque 

to Chevalier Edward Gauden KGSJ 
from Foodbank. 

, together with those of the three services – RAN, RAAF and the ADF.
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The floods caused shortage of fresh food. Foodbank
distributes fresh food and groceries to other charities,
which then pass it on to people in need. "We chose
Foodbank because they distribute to many other wel-
fare organisations, so they have some 200 welfare
organisations on their books," Ms Warner said. "They
also support school breakfasts... so it just seemed an
ideal single choice because it would be spread so

widely in the community."
Foodbank Executive Director Chevalier Edward Gau-
den KGSJ (Tasmanian Commander) said all of the
funds would be spent on helping flood-affected Tas-
manians. "It will be all going to the flood areas around
the state and the reasoning behind that is that we are
struggling to get food full stop, our warehouse is
looking quite empty," he said.
The demand for food around the state has increased
well over 25 per cent. Chevalier Ed said there was a
shortage of fresh food available to the charity across
the state after the floods. "The transport of product has
been difficult... but there is a lot of food that is still in
the ground rotting," he said. "I hate to say it but
potatoes are still in the ground because they can't be
accessed and that kind of incident makes big diffi-
culties for Foodbank itself."

He said it all came on top of a 25 per cent increase in
demand over the past 12 months.

Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ,
Prior,

Priory of Victoria

Commanderies of Geelong & Tasmania,
Ballarat Founding Group,

Gippsland Peninsula Group, 
Melbourne – Metro Group,

and New Zealand



REFLECTIONS on the good Samaritan

I was contemplating the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan as it came up in our Lectionary and my 
thoughts were taken to the words of the Samaritan to 
the Inn-keeper: “Look after him until I return …”. 
My thoughts then went to the times that I have played 
games with very young children – bounced them on 
my knee, played rocking horse with them – you know 
the sort of thing. The look of delight and joy that 

comes on their face, followed by the word ‘Again!’ is a 
pleasure to see. 
It made me think, though, that we can hear the words 
in the parable, ‘Look after him’, without quite hearing 
‘until I come.’ 
It would have been so easy for the good Samaritan to 
have bound up the person’s wounds, taken him to the 
inn and left him there. But the Samaritan was 
concerned, it seems to me, with more than the 
physical well-being of the injured man. 
By asking the inn-keeper to care for him until he 
returned he not only showed concern for the physical 
healing of the man but also concern for the emotional 
and psychological aspects of his make-up as well. Our 
own experience of healing after illness or injury can 
help our insight here. 

To be valued simply for being a human being is something 
that is so important in our world today where so many things 
try to tell us otherwise. 
We find it easier, though, to value another, than to value 
ourselves. But like the Samaritan, we need to be prepared to 
recognise our own value, not because of what we do, but 

because of who we are and ‘whose’ we are. 
Then we become free to allow every action, every word be 
something which enhances the dignity and worth of another. 
We become involved in helping another towards wholeness. 
Author Marianne Williamson wrote: “We are all meant to 
shine, as children do. We were born to make manifest the 
glory of God that is within us. It's not just in some of us; it's in 
everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously 
give other people permission to do the same. As we are 
liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically 
liberates others.” 
All that we are and do stems from our desire to liberate others: 
to allow them to become the individual they were made to 
be.

Ch. Rev'd Canon David O'Neill, KGSJ,
Prelate Australasia 

REFLECTIONS 

on the good Samaritan

12



CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF LEUVEN, 
Congregation of the Holy Hearts of Jesus and Mary Churh and St-Damian’s Crypt,
Flanders, Belgium, June 26th, 2016

Grand Priory of the BENELUX, First JOINT INVESTITURE

Reflections on UNITY

from the bottom of their hearts
to each other, 
so, because they seek to join together 
in life cheerful and happy. 
Unity you can find where people can express 
disagreements, 
in mutual trust and confidence, 
where people do not bother to go to others and to 
meet, receive. 
Unity starts at home. 
Yes, find unity in your thinking and acting: 
your words are your life and your life reflects your 
words. 
Unity begins where hearts and hands are together 
like on road for the kingdom of justice and love.
Unity…

Stefaan Vandendriessche, 

CJSJ,

Grand Prior of the Benelux,

2016, June, 26th.

Unity might be a utopia: why ? 
Unity you can find where people can listen, 
attentive and gentle, and let the others express 
themselves. 

Unity you will find within the people’s best wishes
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A REVIEW

We can look back on a grandiose St. John's Feast !
Being together was warm, festive and fraternal ! During
the Extraordinary Chapter and the St John's celebra-
tion that followed, we welcomed 12 new knights and
ladies and 7 new donates, both priories St-Alexander
Nevsky and the Low Countries shoulder to shoulder. All
new members, donates and Knights and dames alike,
with their extraordinary talents and commitment: sheer
beauty for the heart and the soul !

Within our ranks and amongst the celebrating Priories
we can permanently rely on the unconditional com-
mitment and rich experience of many brothers and
sisters. All this will enable us, today and tomorrow, to
achieve wonderful things for the Order, for the benefit

of our motto "Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum".

Let us walk this path together and keep on going !
More than this, being and working together with our
brothers and sisters of the priorate St. Alexander Nevski
testifies of a new dynamism within our Grand Priory.

Our heartfelt congratulations to the Commander of
Brabant and his entire team to perform this excellent
organisation ! It was great, it was beautiful.

Grand Priory of the BENELUX,

First JOINT INVESTITURE

It was a true pleasure and honour to celebrate together at
these unique locations: Father Damian’s Crypt, the church
of the Congregation of the Holy Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
and the a° 1317 Catholic University Hall.

Brabant Commandery: congratulations and thank you!

Gretel De Meyer, DGSJ,
Chancellor,

Low Countries Priory
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Grand Priory of the BENELUX,
First JOINT INVESTITURE

Because pictures say so much more than words: enjoy the following pages !

15

Pictures: Ch. Philippe LEYSSENS, KGSJ,
Professional international Photo-
& Video-reporter,



our 12 new Knights and Dames & 7 Donates for 2016

Grand Priory of the BENELUX, First JOINT INVESTITURE
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Grand Priory of the BENELUX,
First JOINT INVESTITURE
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MOTTO: during Wednesday’s Knight’s Wake we heard that since the creation of the Order of St John of Jerusalem,
more than 900 years ago, many generations Knights, and more recently Knight Dames, each in their own way have expe-
rienced the motto of the Order “Pro fide, pro utilitate hominum”. Proclaiming a motto during major events is a very old trade-
tion and we were delighted that several Candidate Knights and Dames have responded to the call of our Main Herald,
Dame Lucia JANSSEN, DGSJ, to choose a motto. It was a first for Commandery Brabant to insert time during the Knight Wake,
where the chosen motto by different candidate Knights and Dames was proclaimed aloud as an engagement of their
knighthood and to give a brief explanation of their choices and the deeper meaning thereof. It is their personal wording to
the "Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum". A motto, slogan, is a wisdom contained in expressive, often metaphorical language, it
says a lot about people, about their character and vision upon life, their faith, profession or origin.

Grand Priory of the BENELUX,First JOINT INVESTITURE,

Proclamation of new MOTTO’s
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8 donates accepted, St-John the Baptist church, 
Loupoigne (B), June 19th, 2016 

attending the ceremony. After the H. Mass and the must have of a group portrait, we headed for the nearby Thines-lez-
Nivelles, to enjoy a festive dinner in the most cordial atmosphere, in a former Knights Templar Commandery building (we 
incorporated their belongings anyway, thanks to Pope Clemens V, in 1307).

When returning home, fully appreciating this event, the fraternization among the four regional Priories felt very well. I can’t
help but to muse on my personal behalf about the idea and the feeling that our friends from the Prieuré d’Avalterre would
be a gain for the Benelux Grand Priory. You can’t be obstructed to dream, can you … ?

Priory of AVALTERRE

INVESTITURE

It was a pleasure to see that the all Belgian branches of the OSJ cared to be
present at the investiture of the Prieuré d’Avalterre. It took some time to get 
there, as mud floods - because of the persisting heavy storm weathers - weren’t
all cleaned up yet, but, hey: we got there in time ! After a cordial welcome by
Prior Michel Dagneau, we got acquainted in all hospitality with our Brothers
and Sisters, members and staff alike, of all regional units. In solemn procession
we proceeded to church where we enjoyed the impeccable H. Eucharist with
no less than 8 Donates to be accepted. The Priest had to collect a number of 
extra hosts up to three times to serve the extraordinary  number of people

19

Alain PELS, KSJ,
Antwerp Commandery,

Low Countries Priory



spread the Catholic faith every-where
in so far as this is committed to it by
Divine Providence.

Therefore, by exercising this ecclesia-
astical teaching function in word and
writing, it intends to achieve the end
that all people might know more and
more the one true God and Him whom
He sent, Jesus Christ.

Roberto VOLPE, OSJ,

Grand Marshal

Rome, Tuesday, August 30th: the Priory
of Italy and the Society of the Divine
Savior, popularly known as the Salvato-
rians, an international, religious conger-
gation of priests and brothers in the
Catholic Church, have concluded a bi-
lateral agreement on Friendship and
Cooperation, that enables to the Order
the use of Palazzo Cesi Armellini as
prestigious headquarters in Rome for
Investiture ceremonies. The first will take
place on Saturday, May 20, 2017.

What demonstration of gratitude and
Christian commitment, the Priory of
Italy has donated to the Salvatorian

Missions in the world an initial contribu-
tion of 2,000 euros.

Priory of ITALIA,

Agreement upon Investitures in PALAZZO CESI ARMELLINI

Father Milton Zonta, Superior General,
said he was willing to extend the agree-
ment also to the Priories of the Order
where Salvatorians are present… For ex-
ample: Belgium, Ireland, the USA and
Switzerland.

The purpose of the Society of the Divine
Savior is to strengthen, to defend and to
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Left, right, and political correctness

Some time ago, I read an op-ed in which the author claimed that until 
recently it was left ideas that were considered as politically correct: to be 
on the good side, you had to think in an economically leftwing, ethically 
progressive, multicultural and cosmopolitan way. Supposedly, things have 
changed. The new political correctness is all about the combination of 
enlightenment values, economic liberalism, and anti-multiculturalism. But 
are left and right really that different? And what exactly is political 
correctness?

Today, both left and rightwing politicians resemble each other much 
more than one would have expected some time ago. The major value is 
individual autonomy geared towards success in life. Both sides defend 
radical freedom of choice for the individual, especially in the ethical field 
(pro abortion and euthanasia). Both are strongly in favor of managerial 
thinking and its idols such as transparency, continuous evaluation, 
flexibility. Both have the same ideas about issues such as migration. The 
difference between left and right has become blurred. As a 
consequence switching parties is no big deal. 

Sometimes it is very hard to believe that some individuals belong to supposedly left wing parties: it probably just depended

on the opportunities offered for their career. What has remained is the use of certain slogans and certain words at some
time associated with left or right. And this is precisely one of the central meanings the term ‘political correctness’ originally
had: it is all about politics of and through language. It is thought and hoped that the propagation of certain words and the
discrediting or forbidding of others will - as by miracle - solve societal problems.
The result is that people are first and foremost preoccupied with using the right terms and avoiding the bad terms, rather
than being engaged with real difficulties and the real complexities of things. At the same time, those who, for some reason,
do use politically incorrect language are considered as guilty as if they had perpetrated a real crime or misdemeanor.
(…)

REFLECTIONS  

on left, right, and POLITICAL CORRECTNESS
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(…) Everybody is familiar with examples of politically correct language. Do not say black, 
but Afro-American; not handicapped, but otherwise abled person, not husband or wife, 
but partner, etc. Lists of politically correct expressions can easily be found on the internet. 
What we have here is a form of utopianism, a politics of  good intentions, expecting that 
through the right use of language all sorts of discrimination and injustice can be  
eliminated. Once language is purified, nothing stands in the way of a good society. If in 
the end it turns out that this politics does not work, one notices a backlash: all inhibitions 
fall away, and an avalanche of insults and abuse follows (as we now notice in the social 
media with respect to immigrants and Muslims). As a consequence, dealing with real 
problems in a sensible way has become almost impossible.
It would be wrong to think that political correctness only features in the socio-political 
sphere. It is a much more pervasive phenomenon. If today one tries to question certain 
buzz-words like transparency, empowerment, etc., one is almost automatically suspected 

of a reactionary attitude. 

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ 

Prof, Em, 
Philosophy dept., 

Catholic University 

of Leuven (B),
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REFLECTIONS on left, right, and political correctness

use of words coming from A religious context might have contaminating effects 
from which ‘innocent’ enlightened  readers must be protected, Again the idea 
seems to be that if only language were purified of certain words, ‘dark superstiti-
ons’ would have no hold on people or would not be able to spoil serene thought. 
What a fearful tribe of people these scientists seem to be! If reality is not as you 
like it, if it does not obey your whims, you can always introduce New-speak or 
install a Thought and Speech Police.

[N f t E: the cartoon on the previous page of the encircled, seated person 
wearing a soutane, was not picked at random…]

That these beautiful words and what they represent produce more harm than benefit, is something impossible to accept. So, the
person questioning them inevitably must have bad intentions himself. In the enlightened circles of new atheists and militant 
scientists, to use words like ‘Creator’ or ‘soul’ is unforgivable (as became clear recently when Chinese scientists unconsciously 
used these words in a scientific article: several scientists threatened never to publish in 
the journal in question again). This time the supposition seems to be that the very 
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For with God, 

nothing shall be

impossible.

Luke, 1:37.
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CHARITY CONCERT, Antwerp,

Prioratus Flandriae, BENELUX Priory

11 CENTURIES OF KNIGHTHOOD             11 CENTURIES OF MUSIC      11 CENTURIES OF MERCY

24

700 to 750 classical music lovers have 
continuously enjoyed  11 centuries of music 
history by listening to the music of leading 
composers from a relevant period.  Choral 
compositions from the 10th century, 
Monteverdi, Vivaldi, Handel, Bach, Mozart, 
Beethoven, Schubert, Fauré, Dvorak, 
Chopin to Gershwin and finally, Bernstein 
illustrated perfectly the walk through this 
very long music history.
Introduction by  “The Antwerp Theban

Quartet” , then Philippe Malfeyt and 
Didier François playing renaissance-
polyphonie by medieval instruments, 
the Theorbe and the Nyckelharpa. 
Soloists: 2 pianists, mother and 
daughter, Eliane Rodrigues & Nina 
Smeets, really beautiful and 
temperamental, Hendrickje Van 
Kerckhove soprano with a brilliant 
voice, bass baritone Wilfried Van den 
Brande , tenor Lars Piselé , a very good 
violinist Nadja Nevolovitsch and cellist 
Luc Tooten, Cantando Vocal Ensemble 
that sang beautiful songs from the 11th 
century, conducting by Luc Anthonis. 
The Antwerp Camerata Orchestra with 
the young and successful  rising 
conductor Dimitris Spouras ! The 
organist Nicolas De Troyer, played ,  
among others, the Toccata in D minor 
by J.S. Bach BVW 565 on this beautiful 
organ. 

Eliane Rodriguez, former laureate 

of the Queen Elisabeth Competi-
tion, got a well-deserved standing 

ovation. The interplay with her 
daughter was very nice and subtle.
The whole performance  was 
presented with brio by the well-
known presenter Kurt Van Eeghem, 
to follow daily on classic music  
radio Klara. 
Huge recording equipment with 
range  up to 6 meters and other 
cameras were definitely linked to 
displays, which have been 
prepared  in several places in the 
marvelous  St.-Paulus Church of 
Antwerp  to have a better  view on 
the stage .
At the entrance one could buy a 
"glossy" program book in A4 format 

with a capacity of 48 pages. for 
only 5.0 €, and modified to the 
finest detail : a taste of what was  
going to happen.



One could read forewords of the 
secretary of state, Dr. Elke Sleurs, Brother 
René Stockman, OSJ-Donate and 
Superior General of the Congregation of 

the Brothers of Charity on “Mercy in 
everyday life", Rabbi Aaron Malinsky of 
the Jewish community of Antwerp 
“Mercy in the Jewish faith “, and the 
palmares of 60 dignitaries and important 
guests .
40.000 € revenue…
The  sponsors included the "Protective 
Committee" with Allianz BENELUX , BNP 
Paribas Fortis, BASF, DEME,  SKECHERS, 
TEAM ONE, the Port authority of Ant-
werp, all world class companies, and 
other sponsors. A full-page and detailed 
C.V. of all soloists, with addition of a 
page for the logo of the sponsors (22 in 
total), was a splendid information 
source. Finally, on top there was a gift of 

25.000 € by the Secretary of State for 
fighting poverty, Mrs Dr. Elke Sleurs. With 
the yield of the concert  there was a 
donation of  5000 € to DOMO and 5000 
€ to the non-profit organisation St. 
Vincentius a Paulo of the St.-Paulus 
parish.

The Priory of Flanders donated, on top, 
a further € 5,000 to DOMO. This is a  
non-profit organisation that is particu-
larly committed to the professional and 
individual support of disadvantaged 

families and children in Flanders. They 
have offices all over Flanders and still 
intend to grow !
So, there IS hope for the future ...

The entire concert can still be savoured
at:
www.kansarmoedeconcert.be–
overview.

Hugo MARTINET, KJSJ,
Chancellor, 

Prioratus Flandriae
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We want YOU 

for The International Herald !

Make yourself heard, from all OSJ’s units. 

We DO want to know how you are doing over 

there on the Pro Fide, the pro Utilitate Hominum !

Send your contributions in Word format and in 

pictures soon, for the next 04/2016 edition, 

to lambrechtnot@skynet.be, by the end of 

November to come. 
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FLORIDA:   charity action in REMEMBRANCE AND HONOUR of the late COUNTESS the HOERNLE

On Saturday, September 24th, the late Henrietta, the Countess de 
Hoernle would have turned 104 years old.  Her passing in July was 
mourned by the entire community… but especially by the many 
charities she supported over the years.  One of the Countess’ favorite 

organizations was the Order of St. John of Jerusalem.  Under the 
guidance of Commander Isabelle Paul, the Florida Commandery has 
hosted the annual Birthday Gala and Concert for the Countess since 
2012.
To keep her legacy alive, members of the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem will spend Saturday volunteering at Boca Helping Hands, 
another charity dear to the heart of the Countess.   Members as well 
known and widely respected as Isabelle Paul, Dr. Richard and 
Samantha Cartledge (world renown heart surgeon and head of the 
Christine Lynn Cardiac Center at Boca Raton Regional Hospital), Karen 
Krumholtz (Schmidt Family Foundation), Brian Edwards (Gulf Stream 
Goodwill), Mary and Frank Csar (Boca Raton Historical Museum), and 
James and Helen Ballerano (Chapin, Ballerano & Cheslak) among 
others, will roll up their sleeves and spend Saturday packing pantry 
food bags, cooking and serving meals, and serving the nearly 250 
people who come to Boca Helping Hands every day for food, 
assistance and job training programs. (,,,)
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(,,,) BHH Executive Director, James S. Gavrilos, 
himself a Knight of the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, com-mented:  “The Countess de 
Hoernle lived her life in service to others.  Her 
real legacy is not in the countless buildings 
that bear her name.  Her real legacy is in the 
lives of the people she touched.”  Florida 
Commander, Dame Isabelle Paul added:  
“The Order of St. John wants to keep her 

memory alive.  With our mission to serve the 
sick and the poor, we can think of no more 
appropriate way to remember the live of his 
amazing women than by serving those she 
loved and supported.  When the Knights and 
Dames of the Order of St. John are hard at 
work this Saturday at Boca Helping Hands, 
we believe that the memory and the spirit of 

our beloved Countess will be with us.”

Isabelle PAUL, CJSJ,
Commander,

Florida Commandery
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From the Countess The HOERNLE’s ‘CV’

at her 100th birthday Benefit Gala invitation:

Henrietta, Countess de Hoernle, the woman whose name has become synonymous with giving, was 
born in the German Black Forest town of Karlsruhe on September 24, 1912. Her mother, Theresa, was 
a violinist, and her father, George, was a pianist.
The Countess came to America in 1931 aboard the S.S. Pennland to live with her grandparents in
Jackson Heights, Brooklyn. She enjoyed parties and events and met each of her three husbands at
The Liederkranz Club, a Manhattan social club founded by German-Americans to promote social
and instrumental music. “Liederkranz” literally means “a wreath of songs”. Patrons of that early soci-
ety have advanced the careers of many singers and its chorus has performed at the Metropolitan
Opera House as well as in Boston and Philadelphia.
The Countess's first husband, Karl Heinz Bisping, died in an accident. They had one daughter who currently lives with her
family in Yorktown Heights, New York. Her second husband, Jeff Gass, served in the U.S. Army during World War II and
contracted malaria in the South Pacific. They had one daughter, who lives in York, Pennsylvania. After the war, Gass was
in charge of all the documents for the Nuremburg trials. The family has donated many documents related to this period
to the Harvard University Law Library. Mr. Gass died in 1949 from complications of his malarial condition.
In 1950, the Countess met businessman and engineer, Adolph Count de Hoernle, at a Liederkranz Club masquerade
ball. Soon after marrying, the couple moved to Bronxville, NY, a Westchester County suburb of New York City, where the
Countess began volunteering at Lawrence Hospital’s thrift shop. While there, she noticed many plaques in the hospital
stating "This room is donated by ... ". Inspired by the generosity of others, the Countess encouraged her husband to do the
same. At the same time, The Countess also volunteered for local Meals On Wheels programs. Together, the Count and
Countess soon began to provide music scholarships to singers through their Liederkranz society and among the first recipi-
ents was opera star Gene Boucher.
Adolph sold his company, Stewart Stamping, in 1965 and following some considerable world travel and many visits to the
area, the couple retired to Boca Raton in 1981, convinced that Boca Raton was, indeed, the “Jewel of The Gold Coast”.
The commitment to her life's charitable work became their “new” life in Florida. And, like the tropical foliage did they
bloom! Time, talent and treasure became the by-words as service on institutional and organizational boards, community
involvement and leadership in philanthropic efforts and commitment to the region became paramount.

(…)
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(…)
Boca Raton Regional Hospital received their first “Sunshine State” gift, and it hardly was their last. Other health organi-
zations, educational facilities, scholarships, cultural programs, community singing and theater groups, abused women
and children, students, veterans, first-responders, the elderly and, in particular, the desperately needy, sick, and poor
have all benefited from the remarkable spirit of kindness and giving that rules the life and daily work of the Countess de
Hoernle, our legend as she inspires us with her legacy.
A comprehensive listing of the individuals, organizations, programs, and ideas that became reality in whole or in part by
the Countess’s care and nurture append this biography.
Lives of goodness create ripples that extend far beyond our vision. The helpful hands of our honoree have made our
city, state, nation and the world a better place.

The Order of St. John, Commandery of Florida, distributed $275,000 to local charities, thanks to Countess de Hoernle’s
100th Birthday Benefit Gala,
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INVESTITURE

Four days IN Paradise...Four days OF Paradise

Boca Raton Hosts 2016 Investiture for the Priory 
of the Americas

31

[Paradise: (noun) A very beautiful, pleasant or peaceful
place, perfect for a particular activity or person who
enjoys that activity.]

From April 21th through April 24th, Boca Raton, Florida, truly 
became a paradise on earth as Knights and Dames of the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem came from all over the world 
for the 2016 Investiture for the Priory of the Americas. This 
idyllic, tropical setting formed the ideal backdrop, as old 
friendships were renewed, new relationships begun, and an 
impressive group of 13 Aspirants were received into the 
Order.
Under the careful guidance of Commander Isabelle Paul, 
the Florida Commandery planned a weekend of activities 
that inspired, entertained and educated the attendees as 
to the true purpose of our Order. This year's Investiture was 
made particularly special by the presence of Grand 
Commander, Paul Borg, as well as Grand Master Peter 
Gabrielsen and his wife, Bodil, who were making their first 
trip to the United States, and, of course, Prioress Ann Van 
Ness.
On Thursday, April 21th, the weekend  began with a private  
lunch for the visiting dignitaries, hosted by Commander 
Isabelle Paul and some special guests. Each of these 
invited guests were executive directors of local Cha-
rities whose work is supported by the Florida Com-
mandery or were Aspirants to be received (…)



(…) into the Order during the weekend's 
Investiture. It gave our visiting dignitaries a true 
picture of the deep impact the Order is having 

in the local community.

During lunch, Aspirant 
Brian Edwards (Gulf 
Stream Goodwill) and 
Aspirant Connie Siskowski
(American Association of 
Caregiving Youth) gave a 
brief presentation on the 
work their charity does.

The entire assembly then traveled to Family 
Promise of South Palm Beach County, where 
Aspirant Kokie Dinnan shared the emotional work 
her team does reaching out to homeless families. 
The next stop was the Boca Raton Historical 
Society, where Dame Mary Csar shared a bit of 
Boca's unique history with the honored guests. The 
tour concluded with stops at Boca Helping Hands, 
and the Boca Helping Hands Medical Clinic, 
where Chevalier James S. Gavrilos explained how 
the Order has made a significant impact serving 
the sick and the poor of South Palm Beach 

County.
On Thursday evening, Dame Isabelle Paul 
graciously opened her home and her heart as 
hostess for the Welcome Reception. In a relaxed 
environment, the Aspirants and their families, as 
well  as Knights and Dames from around the 
country, enjoyed an evening of fellowship and 
laughter. As an added treat, Henrietta, The 
Countess de Hoernle, was able to attend and 
even spoke to the assembly during the evening.

Friday, April 22°d was part business...part fun. The 
Aspirant Brunch at the Royal Palm Yacht Club was the 
formal introduction of each Aspirant to the assembly. 
The visiting Commanders introduced the Aspirants from 
their local commanderies, giving their brief biographies 

and accomplishments. Each of this year's Aspirants are 
truly leaders in their field, as well as committed to 
making the communities in which they live healthier and 
more compassionate. The Aspirants to be invested were:
+Mr. James Brooks-Bruzzese: Comrnandery of Florida, 
+Dr. Richard Cartledge: Commandery of Florida,
+Dr.Samantha Cartledge: Commandery of Florida, 
+Mr. Frank Csar: Commandery of Florida, 

+Ms. Kokkie Dinnan: Commandery of Florida,  
+Mr. Brian  Edwards: Commandery of Florida,
+Mrs. Junia John-Straker: Commandery of West Indies, 
+Mr. Anthony McAlister: Commandery of Florida,
+Mr. Kevin Rickard:  Commandery of Florida, 
+Mrs. Nancy Rickard: Commandery of Florida,
+Mrs. Connie Siskowski: Comrnandery of Florida, 
+Ms.Catherine Zieman: Commandery of Florida, and 
+Ms.Barbara Wolfe: Commandery of New York,



(…) Following the Aspirant Brunch, we moved across 
the street to St. Gregory's Episcopal Church for the 
Investiture Rehearsal. This busy but uplifting day 
concluded with the formal Welcome Party...an "Island  
Affair"...at the Hillsboro Beach Club where we danced 
the night away.
On Saturday, April 23rd, we gathered once again at 
St. Gregory's Episcopal Church for the formal Investi-
ture Ceremony. The rector of St. Gregory's, the Rev. Dr. 
Andrew Sherman could not have been more welco-
ming as he made available his Church and all its 
resources to ensure a solemn, dignified, yet inspiring 
Investiture. The Commandery of Florida has no grea-
ter friend and advocate than Fr. Andrew Sherman 
and the Investiture bore his stamp of dignity...and 
quiet service to the sick and the poor. From the 

solemn entrance of the Knights and Dames to the 
final recessional, each moment of the service was 
beautiful and filled with grace. The St. Gregory's choir 
lifted our spirits to heaven with each hymn. Fr. 
Gregory's homily was dynamic and yet amusing...and 
above all, a challenge to serve the sick and the poor. 
In a particularly poignant moment, the Countess de 
Hoernle herself brought in the elements for Holy 

Communion during the solemn procession of the holy 
gifts.
But, of course, the center piece of the Ceremony was 
the Investiture itself. Grand Commander Paul Borg 
and Grand Master Peter Gabrielsen spoke of the 
history of the Order and its work... and the need for 
each Aspirant to commit to serving the sick and the 
poor. Following their presentations, Grand Master 
Gabrielsen invited each Aspirant to kneel at the altar, 
and then touched them lightly on the shoulder, thus 
sealing their Investiture. 

They knelt as Aspirants, they arose as Knights and Dames of 

the Order.

The day concluded with the Investiture Gala. held at the 
historic Boca Raton Resort and Club. The newly Invested 
Knights and Dames processed in to thunderous applause 
and were presented with their warrants. After dinner, there 
was dancing and conversation Jong into the night. No 

one wanted to leave. No one wanted the moment to end.
On Sunday, April 24th, our visitors began to return to their 
homes. But no one who was there would ever be the 
same. Those four days in South Florida changed us forever. 
In a perfect, paradise-like setting, people gathered from all 
over the world...people of like mind and similar 
commitment to serving the sick and the poor. We renewed 
our friendships. We renewed our faith. And we renewed 
our commitment to serve. It truly was four days in 
paradise...and four days of paradise. Pro Fide...Pro Utilitate
Hominum !
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International obituary:

It is pleasure to announce once more that no Knight or Dame active on the international level 

has been called to join our Lord. Several members in diffferent Priories unfortunately passed

away from this life: our deepest gratitude remains for their achievements and fraternity within

and beyond the Order. May they all rest in peace ! 

Elections and Nominations:

No messages reached us since the 2/2016 issue about Elections and Nominations. 

The nomination for Lieutenant to the Grand Marshal of Dame Alice Infantino, Prior of the Priory

of Sicily, is to be confirmed by the next Petit Conseil meeting on October 6th,

Little word from the Editor
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 3/2016 edition.  
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Personalia

I am most grateful to all those who sent in texts and pictures, and for the 

active support of our Lt-Grand Master, Some messages and articles are heart-

warming and festive, some concern major natural disasters, Life as it is,,,

Keep up the good work, and do NOT forget to send me content in Word and
pictures soon ! 

Awaiting all that is swarming in for the next 04/2016 issue on my e-mail adress
lambrechtnot@skynet.be, we remain yours most sincerely in X° and St-John.

Jan Lambrecht, CJSJ, 

Editor

PERSONALIA 

& EDITOR’s word
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