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Knights and Dames in St. John 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is with great pleasure that I get this opportunity to 

make a few comments to the new issue of the 
International Herald.

It is of the greatest importance that the Herald is coming 
out in this excellent shape to all members of the Order, 
because in this way each and everyone will have the 
possibility to know what is going on in all other parts of 
the world of the Order and thus preserve the feeling to 
be a part of a larger community. To see what impressive 
works of charity are being undertaken round about can 
only fill our hearts with both pride and humility. It is all 
done to live up to our motto pro utilitate hominum and 
our obligation to serve the needy.

You must all be aware that the Herald is not set into the 
world to give a lot of detailed information about who is 
received in the Order and promoted to higher grades. 
That is left to the local Units to do in what ever way they 
find fit. The Herald is destined to see the greater 
perspective and inform about the larger outlines of our 
Order which is fortunately in a long lasting period of 
Progress.

Peter GABRIELSEN, OSJ
Lieutenant-Grand Master.
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An important part of the Order is the Ecclesiastical 
Council, which is living up to being part of an Ecumenical 
Body, and also notwithstanding which denomination –
and we have prelates from all major branches of the 
Christian Faith – standing fast in professing the creed in a 
firm and traditional way, which is the best weapon against 

one of the greatest dangers today, namely the 
secularization that makes many people and even nations 
afraid to openly show their faith.

With this I wish to express a heartfelt thank to the Editor Jan 
Lambrecht for the marvellous work he is doing and to the 
contributors of the articles in this issue, and I wish all 
members and other readers a good time with the reading 
and a nice summer.

Sincerely in Christ and St.-John,
Peter Gabrielsen
Lt. Grand Master



Two Poetic Prayers

At the feast of Saint John the Baptist, our patron, and 
probably also at the beginning of a period of vacation I 
suggest two poetic prayers as a moment of contemplation. 
First a prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi and secondly a 
Flemish poem by Manu Verhulst. Try to enjoy it as much as 
you can.

Prayer of St.Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument
of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

it is in dying
that we are born to eternal life.

Vacation 

by Manu Verhulst

I saw a blackbird taste the cherries;
a bunch of young cats was playing in the grass.
Vacation, I thought; enjoying the good things of life,
and playing as if the world
had just been created.

I saw the clouds chasing through the sky,
white tales in deep blue air.
Vacation, I thought; travelling from one horizon
to the other
without cares.

And I saw people lugging baggage
and travelling, who would get the furthest.
Vacation, I thought,
is an art as any other.
Only in limitation
does the master show himself.

Hans Vanackere 
Prelate of the Priory of the Low Countries, 
Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council.
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Hans VANACKERE
Chairman E.C.
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AUSTRALASIA
74th ANNIVERSARY

AWARD GEORGE CROSS TO THE PEOPLE OF MALTA

Shrine of Remembrance Melbourne,
Shelter of Peace Memorial,

Together with members of the Priory of Victoria OSJ, 
the Maltese Australian Association celebrated the 
74th Anniversary of the Award of the George Cross, 
by King George VI on 15th April 1942, during the 
Second World War, to the People of Malta.  
This remarkable award was recognized at a Service 
and Wreath Laying Ceremony, at the Shrine of 
Remembrance, Melbourne, on Sunday 10th April 
2016. 
The proceedings commenced with a March Past, at 
the Shrine Forecourt and an assembly at the 
Cenotaph followed by a Service at the Peace 
Memorial.
A  traditional flypast of three CT4 and two Harvard 
aircraft, led by Squadron Leader Glen Coy RAAF was 
followed by an Address, the recitation of the Ode and 
the laying of wreaths at the Eternal Flame; there was 
a procession to the Shelter of Peace on Birdwood
Avenue for speeches and additional laying of 
wreaths. The national anthems of Malta Australia and 
the United Kingdom, were followed by the reading of 
the Ode to the Fallen. One minute silence was 
observed between the Last Post and the Rouse.
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Catafalque Party and Guard bearing flags of Australia, Malta and the 

United Kingdom, together with those of the three services – RAN, RAAF 

and the ADF.



The 74th Anniversary commemoration was well 
attended by a large group of invitees including 
members of the Victorian Priory, Order of Saint John 
of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller Australasia, and a 
crowd of very interested members of the public 
including many Maltese Australians. 
The MC for the proceedings was Squadron Leader 
John Delia. Laying of the wreaths was undertaken 
by a number of Dignitaries, including:
Mr Victor Grech, Consul General for Malta, Victoria
Warrant Officer Brendan Woodsell, Ship’s Warrant 
Officer, representing Captain Stephen Bowater, 
RAN, Commanding Officer of HMAS Cerberus, 
Brigadier Simon Welsh, representing the Senior Army 
Area Representative of Victoria, Wing Commander 
Nigel Leurs, Commanding Officer No. 21 (City of 
Melbourne) Squadron, RAAF, David Cunningham, 
Director Operations Support, Dept Veteran Affairs, 
Lieutenant Commander Chris Le Marshal RAN (Res), 
Life Governor, Shrine of Remembrance, Mike 
O’Meara, Chairman Sir Edward ‘Weary’ Dunlop 
Medical Research Foundation, Capt. Ian French, 
Master, Company of Master Mariners Vic

George Portelli representing the Bank of Valletta,
Serving Brother Ben Soler, who laid the traditional 
wreath of Malta symbolizing courage and peace.

Members of the Order of Saint John were also present, 
including; Our Prior, Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ
Br. Ben Soler, President of the Maltese Australia 
Association, and organizer of the function, Dame Anne 
Scott OAM DSJ  Priory Councillor and Melbourne Metro 
Leader,

Since 1935 the Shrine Guards have carried the responsibility 
of guarding the Shrine and the Eternal Flame 
below the Forecourt of the Shrine of Remembrance.
Melbourne, Victoria.



Chev Brig Geoff Christopherson AM, KSJ RL
Dame Leonie Christopherson AM DSJ
Chev Max Chester OAM KJSJ, who designed the Shelter 
of Peace Memorial
Chev Barry Hirt OAM KSJ representing the Tasmanian 
Commandery
Chev Rev. Dr. Mark Burton, OStj, KSJ
Chev Damian Noseda JP, KSJ

The Function included: Entry of Flags, carried by Army 

Cadets represent the Malta Garrison, Siege of Malta
Prayers for Peace by Legatee Graeme Plumridge,
Royal Warrant of the George Cross to Malta, Warrant 
Officer Brendan Woodsell, Malta United in Defense: 
WGCDR Nigel Leurs, CO 21SQN, City of Melbourne
Citation of the George Cross Award: Mike Pratt GC
Homage to Malta: in English by George Portelli, rep Bank 
of Valletta; In Maltese, Dr Sammut MD, President Maltese 

Literary Group,

Citation of Bronze Cross: Hon Michael Baden-Powell
Prayers: Chaplain Bruce Grey

The Function concluded with: The Last Post, with one 
minute silence and the Rouse, and the National 
Anthems of: Malta, Great Britain, and Australia,

A delightful late morning tea in the Shrine of 
Remembrance completed a very pleasant occasion.

Ch. Max Chester OAM, KJSJ
Priory/Malta Association Liaison 

and Priory Councillor.

Dignitaries preparing to lay wreaths at the 
Shelter of Peace



Procession of Saint-Wivina, May 1st, 2016 

Priory of ST-ALEXANDER NEVSKY

Grand Priory of the BENELUX

At the invitation of the Prior of the priorate Alexander Nevsky, Louis Loossens, a number of brothers and sisters of our 
priorate took part in the procession of Saint Wivina. 
The biennial Wivina procession went out on May 1, 2016 in Grand-Bigard. The procession attracted, thanks to the good 
weather, a lot of people. 
The Holy Wivina, according to the stories founded a monastery in Grand-Bigard in 1143. That's why she gets every two 
years her own procession in which the Blessed Sacrament is carried and accompanied to the of chapel Saint-Wivina
near the forest. 
Some knights and ladies of both priorates accompanied the Holy Sacrament to the chapel at Saint-Wivina. There they 
followed a subdued celebration in the open air on the theme "pilgrimage in the Holy Year of 
Mercy" with prayers and songs. The procession was dissolved and a cordial and fraternal 
gathering of both priorates at the parish center at Grand-Bigard closed this sunny 
and beautiful afternoon. 

Gretel De Meyer, DGSJ,
Chancellor 
Low Countries Priory

At the invitation of the Prior of the priorate
Alexander Nevsky, Louis Loossens, a number of 
brothers and sisters of our priorate took part in the 
procession of Saint Wivina. 

The biennial Wivina procession went out on May 1, 
2016 in Grand-Bigard. 

The procession attracted, thanks to the good 
weather, a lot of people. 
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GENEROSITY OF THE KNIGHT

Generosity, générosité, Edelmut, edelmoedigheid: in different European languages 
words which point to a kind of aristocratic attitude are used to express the same 
fundamental virtue, the virtue of giving without restraint or afterthought. The Dutch 
and German words explicitly refer to the noble (‘edel’) character of the virtuous 
person and his or her actions. The same is actually true with respect to the French 
and English expressions. In the fourteenth century the word ‘généreux’ (from the 
latin genus) had the same meaning as ‘de bonne race’, being of noble blood. In 
the seventeenth century the father of modernity, René Descartes, interprets the 
word in a revolutionary new way. 

Générosité becomes the characteristic of every individual who thinks and acts 
autonomously. Real nobility lies not in birth, but in proud autonomy: that is the new 
central meaning of ‘générosité’. Modern man is born. But what then is the link with 
generosity in the ordinary sense of the word? Well, it is precisely the autonomous 
individual who is capable of transcending himself through his own will, also in 
generosity and humanity towards others. The gentleman is born. Both in the old and 

in the new system, the basis of generosity is nobility; but now nobility is a character 
of everyman as gentleman and not only as a member of a certain group with 
privileges making acts of generosity possible.

Generosity is really a noble virtue. It is incompatible with giving in order to feel the pleasure of giving, although the pleasure
can be a byproduct. Giving for the sake of pleasure is actually using the other and the gift to the other for one’s own grati-
fication; so it is not genuine giving at all. Generosity is giving without expecting reciprocity or gratitude, although gratitude is
of course not rejected.

REFLEXIONS

on Generosity
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Generosity is a supererogatory virtue: it is doing more than what is one’s moral duty. Generosity is doing more than what is 
strictly required: it is giving without restraint, “out of the fullness of one’s heart”. It can even be giving where there is no
need in the other, simply to let the other participate in some richness one possesses, knowing that one was lucky oneself to 
have received it. It can be the giving of what is not ‘useful’, the giving of respect and care even to those who do not even 
realize (any more) who they are.

What looks like generosity, may not be real generosity at all. It is questionable, for example, whether humanitarian aid 
originating in the empathizing reaction to the images of the misery of others seen on TV can be understood as real 
generosity. It rather looks like giving in order to feel good oneself. Instead of the left hand not knowing what the right hand 
gives, it looks like an attempt to break records of collective giving in competition with other groups or previous amounts of
donation.

The motto of the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, is “pro fide, pro utilitate hominum”. The aristocracy of 
the knights of the Order of Saint John is not the traditional aristocracy showing itself in symbols and in the display of wealth
in the giving. It is  a ‘modern’ aristocracy: an aristocracy of inner piety and dedication to Christ and his Church on the one 
hand, and of true generosity for the most needy on the other hand. 

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ 

Prof, Em, 
Philosophy dept., 

Catholic University of Leuven (B),

The term ‘utilitas’ in the motto of the Order should not be understood 
in a too utilitarian fashion. Of course, generosity may and must be 
turned towards the direct and urgent needs of others. But, as Mother 
Teresa has shown us, the highest generosity may be the generosity 
consisting in caring for the outcasts, especially the sick and the 
dying, or even in the gathering of dead bodies from the street and 
in respectfully burying or cremating them. In this connection, I can 
recommend reading the amazing novel of the Japanese Nobel 

Prize winner and catholic convert, Sushaku Endo: Deep River.
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CHARITY CONCERT, Antwerp,

Prioratus Flandriae, BENELUX Priory

11 CENTURIES OF KNIGHTHOOD             11 CENTURIES OF MUSIC      11 CENTURIES OF MERCY
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700 to 750 classical music lovers have 
continuously enjoyed  11 centuries of music 
history by listening to the music of leading 
composers from a relevant period.  Choral 
compositions from the 10th century, 

Monteverdi, Vivaldi, Handel, Bach, Mozart, 
Beethoven, Schubert, Fauré, Dvorak, 
Chopin to Gershwin and finally, Bernstein 
illustrated perfectly the walk through this 
very long music history.
Introduction by  “The Antwerp Theban

Quartet” , then Philippe Malfeyt and 
Didier François playing renaissance-
polyphonie by medieval instruments, 
the Theorbe and the Nyckelharpa. 
Soloists: 2 pianists, mother and 

daughter, Eliane Rodrigues & Nina 
Smeets, really beautiful and 
temperamental, Hendrickje Van 
Kerckhove soprano with a brilliant 
voice, bass baritone Wilfried Van den 
Brande , tenor Lars Piselé , a very good 
violinist Nadja Nevolovitsch and cellist 
Luc Tooten, Cantando Vocal Ensemble 
that sang beautiful songs from the 11th 
century, conducting by Luc Anthonis. 
The Antwerp Camerata Orchestra with 
the young and successful  rising 
conductor Dimitris Spouras ! The 
organist Nicolas De Troyer, played ,  
among others, the Toccata in D minor 
by J.S. Bach BVW 565 on this beautiful 
organ. 
Eliane Rodriguez, former laureate 

of the Queen Elisabeth Competi-
tion, got a well-deserved standing 

ovation. The interplay with her 
daughter was very nice and subtle.
The whole performance  was 
presented with brio by the well-
known presenter Kurt Van Eeghem, 
to follow daily on classic music  
radio Klara. 
Huge recording equipment with 

range  up to 6 meters and other 
cameras were definitely linked to 
displays, which have been 
prepared  in several places in the 
marvelous  St.-Paulus Church of 
Antwerp  to have a better  view on 
the stage .
At the entrance one could buy a 
"glossy" program book in A4 format 
with a capacity of 48 pages. for 
only 5.0 €, and modified to the 
finest detail : a taste of what was  
going to happen.



One could read forewords of the 
secretary of state, Dr. Elke Sleurs, Brother 
René Stockman, OSJ-Donate and 
Superior General of the Congregation of 

the Brothers of Charity on “Mercy in 
everyday life", Rabbi Aaron Malinsky of 
the Jewish community of Antwerp 
“Mercy in the Jewish faith “, and the 
palmares of 60 dignitaries and important 
guests .
40.000 € revenue…
The  sponsors included the "Protective 

Committee" with Allianz BENELUX , BNP 
Paribas Fortis, BASF, DEME,  SKECHERS, 
TEAM ONE, the Port authority of Ant-
werp, all world class companies, and 
other sponsors. A full-page and detailed 
C.V. of all soloists, with addition of a 
page for the logo of the sponsors (22 in 
total), was a splendid information 
source. Finally, on top there was a gift of 
25.000 € by the Secretary of State for 
fighting poverty, Mrs Dr. Elke Sleurs. With 
the yield of the concert  there was a 
donation of  5000 € to DOMO and 5000 
€ to the non-profit organisation St. 
Vincentius a Paulo of the St.-Paulus 
parish.
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The Priory of Flanders donated, on top, 
a further € 5,000 to DOMO. This is a  
non-profit organisation that is particu-
larly committed to the professional and 
individual support of disadvantaged 
families and children in Flanders. They 
have offices all over Flanders and still 
intend to grow !
So, there IS hope for the future ...

The entire concert can still be 
savoured at:
www.kansarmoedeconcert.be–
overview.

Hugo MARTINET, KJSJ,
Chancellor, Prioratus
Flandriae



Charitable Operation, Low Countries & Loon Commandery

AnFoundation was created on 21 April 2009 by Irma Bollen to be able to provide support to the most needy in the region
of Toamasina, where her goddaughter An Bollen was living and working at the time. It started off as a small scale family
initiative but grew to a foundation sustained by a wider network of supporters, including several service clubs, such as the
Order of St John. The Foundation recently celebrated its sixth birthday and has been able to mobilize about 100,000 EURO
that has gone almost fully (98%) to the work and the partners on the ground. One of AnFoundation’s main beneficiaries is
the organization HELP Madagascar, which stands for Health, Education & Life-skills Projects. HELP is a faith-based non-
profit, non-governmental organization operating primarily in Toamasina city and Toamasina II (rural East Coast). The NGO
began its activities in 2000 and got officially registered with the Malagasy government in 2004.

HELP’s mission is to improve the physical, mental, and social 
development of marginalized people in Madagascar 
regardless of their gender, ethnicity or religious beliefs. HELP 
works to empower the poorest of the poor, particularly 
vulnerable children and adolescents. 

Currently 86% of the Malagasy population lives under the 
poverty level ($2 per day). 61% of the population lives on less 
than $1/day. That’s for everything: food, housing, school, 
clothes, etc. Most of the people HELP assists live on $1/day or 
less. HELP beneficiaries are primarily single parent homes; 
orphans living with extended family; families headed by the 
handicapped (usually due to leprosy); and families that have 
been devastated by alcohol abuse. Following many years of 
experience, HELP has identified and supported a reliable 
network of like-minded schools, care centres and orphanages 
that support the same target groups and adopt the same 
approach to empower people for self-change.
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HELP-MADAGASCAR

CHARITY PROJECT
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The Order of St John has been an incredible support to 
AnFoundation, HELP and its partner network since 2011 
until this very day. Their support adds up to more than €
13,600 on top of a lot of moral support and excellent 
collaboration. In 2012 the OSJ funds benefit Enfants de 

Joie and École Privée Bambino. These two educational 
centres received new school desks, proper water and 
sanitation and other school materials. Both schools 
continue to receive monthly salary subsidies funded by 
OSJ for their teaching staff and other assistance upon 
request (for example, school canteen rice when there is 
a stock-out with World Food Programme/PAM). HELP has 
also leveraged other in-kind donations for the centres, 
including mattresses for Enfants de Joie’s orphanage 
and school supplies for both schools.
Enfants de Joie’s programs have consolidated and 
strengthened as they convert more of their classrooms 
and orphanage to cement buildings. They currently 
have 480 pre-school/primary students students and 250 middle school students. The “integrated class” for the 

developmentally disabled includes 17 children.

Forty orphaned or abandoned children living at the site 
with five house parents. One orphan is mentally 
handicapped and another uses a wheelchair. Enfants de 
Joie remains one of the only centres in town that will 
accept older abandoned children. Two teen girls from 
HELP are currently living there, but attend school off-site to 
allow them to gain a broader experience. In total, HELP 
directly assists 20 primary school and 18 secondary school 
students at Enfants de Joie through school sponsorship and 
other family assistance due to extreme poverty (medical 
care, small loans, etc.). Five of HELP’s on-site students have 
also come from Enfants de Joie’s school.

École Privée Bambino has 62 students this year, pre-school 
to primary, with an additional ten in middle school
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HELP has encouraged them to expand more fully into
preschool classes next school year and eliminate their
middle school, which is very difficult for the staff to keep
going due to the diversity of subjects.

An additional benefit from the Order of St John support
has been that on top of project funding, they have also
contributed to the core work of HELP and some its
partners and in this way contributed extensively to school
sponsorships of numerous students, teachers’ salaries,
school materials, emergency help during cyclone season
and basic medical needs for the most needy.

Thank you for the OSJ funds that strengthen our work and
also make our assistance to these two partner centres
possible! It is rare treat to find an organisatin like the
Order of St John that continue their support over conse-
cutive years which clearly demonstrates a trust relation-
ship and an investment in the sustainability of our and
partner’s work. We are extremely grateful for this.
MISAOTRA BETSAKA!

Enfants de Joie is currently feeding approximately 450 

primary school students, Monday through Friday, 9.5 

months per year. Next school year, all centres in Toamasina

will lose canteen assistance from the World Food 

Programme, greatly increasing budgetary needs if the 

canteen is to continue. Based on the current exchange 

rate, it will cost approximately $1175 or 1043 Euro per month 

to continue the lunch canteen, assuming teacher and 

volunteer labor for the cooks and servers.

Teacher salaries vary by education level of the teacher, 

longevity, whether primary or secondary school instructor, 

and if on-site housing is provided. At Enfants de Joie, 

primary school teachers average $22-30.50 USD ($19-27 

Euro) per month for ten months. Secondary school teachers 

are paid per hour, averaging $49-61 USD (43-54 Euro) if full 

time. 
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Joop JANSSEN, KGSJ
Hon. Hospitaller Loon Commandery,

Low Countries

You can find more information on HELP:
www.helpmg.org
Updates http://www.anfoundation.be/
projects/project-help-madagascar/
AnFoundation
http://www.anfoundation.be
Contact HELP helpmg@gmail.com –
AnFoundation: 
madana44@yahoo.com

Enfants de Joie currently has 30 teachers ranging from pre-

school to ninth grade level. Centre Bambino has five primary 

school teachers.

http://www.helpmg.org/
http://www.anfoundation.be/projects/project-help-madagascar/
http://www.anfoundation.be/projects/project-help-madagascar/
http://www.anfoundation.be/
mailto:madana44@yahoo.com
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THIS COULD HAVE BEEN YOUR PAGE, 

you know !!!

Make yourself heard, from all OSJ’s units. 
We DO want to know how you are doing over there

on the Pro Fide, the pro Utilitate Hominum !!!!!

Send your contributions in Word format and in 

pictures soon, for the next 03/2016 edition, 

to lambrechtnot@skynet.be, by the end of August 
to come. 

We want YOU 

for The International Herald !
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Dialogue & debate ATHEISM & RELIGION,

Flanders Commandery, Low Countries

Atheism and Christianity: a dialogue and debate

11

On Tuesday 19 april, the Commandery of Flanders 
organized a dialogue with debate about the relationship 
between Atheism and Religion, particularly Christianity, 
the religion we know the best. 
Participants in the debate were: the atheist and political 
philosopher Dirk Verhofstadt, brother of the former prime 

minister of Belgium and professor at the state University 
of Gent; christian philosopher Guido Van Heeswijck, 
advocate of the principle of active pluralism, professor 
at the University of Antwerpen and at the catholic 
University of Leuven; classicist Luc Devoldere, writer and 
Publisher, chief editor of the cultural magazine Ons
Erfdeel, was the debate leader. With this panel 
composed of recognized experts in the discussed 
matter, we were without any doubt in good hands. 
The audience of 95 people, composed by members 
knights and dames, partners, relatives and guests of our 
Commandery was welcomed by Commander Etienne 
Leirman. He also gave the motivation to organize such 
debate, the first time in our existence. 

An open dialogue between different, even completely 
opposite tendencies, contributes to a tolerant and 
empathic society, important in our today's secularized 
world. Unknown is unloved, with misunderstandings or even 
hostility, unjustified reciprocal clichés or ultimately a total 
indifference as result. A meaningful and fruitful 
conversation between an atheist and a christian is certainly 

possible, which was proven by this debate. 
As touch point between Christian and atheist thinking was 
chosen for an approach from, on the one hand, the ten 
biblical commandments, according to the Catholic format 
and in the verse form, learned at school, and, on the other 
hand, the ten secular commandments as listed below, 
formulated by Dirk Verhofstadt in his book "Atheism as a 
basis for morality". 

Ten secular Commandments: 
Above all, love man. 
Every human being is an end in itself, not a means. 
Act in the manner of which you would like everyone would 
act, as far as that act will contribute to the benefit of 
mankind. 



DEBATE ATHEISM & RELIGION

Be interested, acquiring knowledge, and  subjecting 
each point of view and hypothesis, even your own 
visions, to the most severe criticism. 
Every human being has the right to self-determination 
as far as he does not harm others. 
Thou shall kill no one unless in self-protection. 
You shall help your fellow human beings in need and 
do good for others without having something in place 
to expect. 
Thou shall not do suffer other living beings. 
You shall take care of nature and bequeath to future 
generations a better world.  
Do not be neutral or indifferent in conflicts, but 
defend the weak and the oppressed. 

In his statement about the origin of these secular 

commandments, Dirk Verhofstadt emphasized that 
our society needs these rules, because, taking into 
account the contradictions and even hostility 
between various religious communities, the 
requirements based on religion cannot have universal 
value. In addition, the ten secular commandments 
transcend all differences in race, sex or faith, and are 
the basis of a non-religious morality. 

They are also the expression of the high quality life vision 
of many atheists. The core values are freedom, 
autonomy, equality and tolerance. They can be 
summarized as the secular humanism. 

What is immediately striking is the difference with the first 
of the biblical commandments: above all love one God. 
Atheists, by definition, do not accept any divine 
domination nor commandments, since they deny its 
existence. Everything is therefore focused on the man, 
who is the reason and center of morality.  
Guido Van Heeswijck can in principle accept the 
proposed secular commandments, but is not satisfied 
and finds it too little. The reason is that nothing about the 
existential problems of the man is said. He quotes from 
the book "Le religieux après la religion" (“The religious 
after the religion”) of the French philosopher Luc Ferry, in 
an interview with philosopher Marcel Gauchet: "But what 
does tell us finally the charter of the secular morality “The 

Declaration of Human Rights”? (in essence matching with 
the above commandments). That morality is based on 
the respect for the other, that the interests, the freedom 
and dignity of the other should be respected. Very good. 
(…) 



What I simply want to say is 
that this has nothing, I say 
nothing, to do with the 
existential problems of 
human being, (…) such as 
how to think, how to deal 

with grief over a loved one, 
or how, very simple, to 
oppose to the boredom 
and the banality of earthly 
life? (…) In other words, all 
these 
questions and many more, 
which belonged formerly to 

the religious and to the

Prof. Dirk Verhofstadt

religious and metaphysical domain, are today no longer 
driven by moral considerations. Moreover, the secular 

morality says simply nothing about it". 
For Van Heeswijck, the main question is what we can do 
with these secular commandments saying nothing 
about existential problems, especially when we are 
faced with adversity, disease, decay, death. Verhofstadt
replies that in the biblical commandments, as opposed 
to the secular commandments, love for one's fellow 
man is nowhere recommended. According to him, love 
for a divine being, which no one has ever seen nor really 
knows, is impossible. 

Van Heeswijck answers that love for God (= 
accomplishment of his will for loving man) 

does not exclude the love for one's fellow man but, on the 
contrary, stimulates us to do so, even where this is not 
obvious in human terms. Love for God and love for man 
are complementary and inseparable. This is also confirmed 
in countless other Bible passages, especially from the New 
Testament. 
By both speakers, ample time was given to their different 
opinions on wearing badges related to religion (such as 
the headscarf) in public places. While Verhofstadt
defended a strict neutrality, meaning no badges admitted, 
especially for authorities, judges, civil servants, teachers, 
Van Heeswijck was of the 
opinion that neutrality does 
not exist and that philoso-
phical beliefs always 
continue to play a role and 
cannot be swept under the 

carpet. As a supporter of 
the principle of active 
pluralism he does not 
accept the ban on wearing 
religious symbols. Why 
would a student who carries 
a cross be unable to serve 
all citizens impartially and 

Prof. 

Guido Van Heeswijck
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respectful ? He agrees to make an exception for 
judges.

The place of religion in the public area is for 
Verhofstadt no problem, provided that this is not 

disruptive nor compulsive. During the questioning was 
said that certain politicians have a different meaning. 
Verhofstadt gave as reason that some decades ago, 
the general assumption was that religions were on the 
retreat and that they would disappear by itself in our 
Western society. But since the recent emergence of a 
more radical Islam, a different attitude was adapted, 
whereby there is actually more restraint for public 

religious manifestations.   
The right to self-determination, formulated in the fifth 
secular commandment is, according to Verhofstadt, 
the most important evolution in human history. That 
slavery was abolished, only 250 years ago is significant. 
The right to self-determination is, for many, not yet 
acquired. Witness of this anomaly is the defect female 
equality in certain societies. 
Referring to the Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor, 
Van Heeswijck stresses that the right to self-
determination is not only determined by the expression 
of individual decisions but also by those or that, we 
love or consider as very meaningful. Self-realization 
happens through interaction with others. 

Many other topics were still treated, such as animal suffering 

(see the 8th Commandment).  Verhofstadt called for a 
recognition of animal rights and to give them an analogue 
status as human rights.  At the end of the debate, the 
moderator asked to both speakers by what they were the 
most impressed. Dirk Verhofstadt stated that he will take into 
account different ideas again and will consider if he might 
need to revise certain of his positions. Hereby he referred with 
a quip to the fourth commandment, where criticism of our 

own views is recommended. Guido Van Heeswijck was 
happy about the positive course of the conversation, which 
proves that in our current ' radicalized ' society, an open 
dialogue is possible and desirable, and referred once again 
to the active pluralism, applied during the debate, as an 
antidote to all fundamentalism, not only among religions but 
also in all philosophies and ideologies.

Roland Vandaele, KGSJ Etienne LEIRMAN, KJSJ                                                                                                               
Vice-commander Commander 

OSJ Flanders Commandery,
Low Countries Priory
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FOR THOSE UNITS 

WHO HAVE THEIR FEAST OF SAINT-JOHN AND THEIR INVESTITURE
STILL TO COME: 

ENJOY: IN ALL SPIRITUALITY

AND SPLENDOUR 

AND WARM BROTHERHOOD (M/F) !!!

FOR THOSE WHO ALREADY ENJOYED IT: SEND ME A NICE REPORT …





International obituary:

It is pleasure to announce that no Knight or Dame active on the international level has been 

called to join our Lord. Several members in diffferent Priories unfortunately passed away from

this life: our deepest gratitude remains for their achievements and fraternity within and beyond

the Order. May they rest in peace !

Elections and Nominations:

Ch. Peter WILTSHIRE, GCSJ, Grand Prior of the Australasia Grand Priory, has been appointed to

the rank of Bailiff on the last Petit Conseil, on April 1st in Valetta. Sincere congratulations and

all the very best in the fulfillment of the new office, pro Fide, pro Utilitate Hominum !

Little word from the Editor
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 2/2016 edition.  
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Personalia

I am most grateful to all those who sent in texts and pictures, and for the 

active support of our Lt-Grand Master,

Keep up the good work, and do NOT forget to send me content in Word and
pictures soon ! 

Awaiting breathlessly all that is – no doubt - swarming in for the next 03/2016
issue via lambrechtnot@skynet.be, we remain yours most sincerely in X° and St-
John.

Jan Lambrecht, CJSJ, Editor
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