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A message from the Grand Commander & Grand Prior of the 

Russian Grand Priory of Malta, Bailiff Paul M. Borg OSJ 

Since my installation as Grand Commander in December 2002, 

the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, its 

Administrative Arm and its International Headquarters itself 

have all undergone great changes.  New members - Knights 

and Dames - have been invested into the Order while a few 

have, on the other hand, lost interest and resigned.   Others 

have even been expelled from the Order.    

Apart from the then existing Priories that have increased the 

number of Commanderies and the number of members, new 

Priories and new Commanderies have sprouted in other parts 

of the globe so as to be added to the ones that had already existed.   The International 

Headquarters was in a grievous state and had to undergo and is still undergoing an overall 

refurbishment.  All these activities had to be dealt with ‘on the spur of the moment’ with great 

difficulty and hardship.    Had it not been for the donations and voluntary work given by some 

of our Knights/Dames and other members of the Order, all this could not have been possible 

to achieve.  This voluminous amount of work did not stop – nor did it slow down – the Council 

from keeping the Malta Priory able to uphold its main aim, namely that of continuing to live 

up to the motto of the Order ‘Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum’ thus at all times being prompt 

in its generosity in the giving of donations to those who truly are in need. 

The aim of this Bulletin, which was for some time a problem experienced by the Council, is to 

keep our members informed of the activities, decisions and plans of the Council which 

regularly meets every month so as to keep the Malta Priory fully active in its strive to be of 

help to those in need. 

It is the fervent hope of the Council that our members would keep their generosity alive and 

active enough so that the Malta Priory would be able to hold on to its charitable work. 
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A message from the Prior Chevalier Joseph Grech GCSJ 

 

Brothers and Sisters in St John, it has been already one year 

since the Chapter Assembly elected me as Prior of Malta. 

This year was full of activity where emphasis was made to 

entice our members to find time to participate. The Council 

is also asking you to answer a questionnaire by means of 

which we can identify areas for improvement in the 

activities, particularly, the Investiture. We also wish to hear 

from you if you are interested to join or attend in the Council 

meetings to have an idea about the day to day running of 

the Priory. 

The Malta Priory practices the Order’s motto, ‘Pro fide, pro utilitatem hominium’, by giving 

regular financial donations to institutions giving service to children who are on the margins of 

poverty. This we can keep up through our members’ oblations and other donations received. 

In the future we need to keep up this practise and enhance it through the Priory’s direct 

service to those in need. 

I close by giving thanks to all the members of the Council for their support, hard work and 

dedication with a special mention to the sound guidance of our Grand Prior and Grand 

Commander Paul Borg. 

 

It is with great pleasure and appreciation that ‘The Malta Priory’  

welcomed the approval of Chevalier Joseph Grech CJSJ as the Prior of 

the Malta Priory within the Russian Grand Priory – Malta, OSJ 

(Malta).  H.E. Chevalier Prior Joseph Grech was unanimously elected 

during a well-attended General Meeting held on 17th November 2016 at 

the International Headquarters, Valletta and was officially appointed 

during the investiture ceremony on 3rd December 2016.    All members 

present declared their loyalty and obedience to H.E. Chevalier Prior 

Joseph Grech CJSJ.                                     

                                          Ad multos Annos 

 
Silence and meditation is an effort on oneself to bring light, to bring joy 

and to bring blissfulness,  and out of this beautiful world of positive 
solitude and reflection it is impossible for anyone to do anything wrong 
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From the Secretary’s Desk 

            Chev. Saviour Garcia KJSJ 

 

15thMarch 2016. Visit and meeting with the Ambassador of the Grand Priory of Romania 

Octavian Matcovschi of the Sovereign Order of the Knights of 

St. John of Jerusalem, Knights of Malta.  

 29thMarch 2016 .  Visit to our International Headquarters 

by Serbian Orthodox priests led by Bishop Andrej of the 

Diocese of Austria, Switzerland, Italy and Malta. Before the 

meeting they started by 

giving praise to the Holy 

Trinity and honour to St. John 

the Baptist at the Chapel of 

the Headquarters. Bishop 

Andrej emphasized on the 

beauty of unity and 

brotherhood and the 

wonderful graces God gives 

us when we share his love 

and his infinite mercy. 

1st and 2nd April. Meeting of the Petit Conseil at the International Headquarters. 

18thApril 2016. Lecture by Mr. Anton Quintano ‘Welfare of the crews of the Order of St. John 

navy’. 

22ndApril 2016 . The Russian Grand Priory - Malta was invited for the official opening of the 

YMCA Home ‘Dar Nikki Cassar’ at Triq it-Torri , Msida. by H.E the President of Malta Marie 

Louise Coleiro.  Chevalier Saviour M. Garcia KJSJ and Chevalier Edgar Mifsud KSJ represented 

the Order. 

30thApril 2016 . The Russian Grand Priory of Malta was invited to an Investiture ceremony of 

the Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus at the church of Santa Marija ta’ Gesu, Rabat.   H.E the 

Grand Prior, Bailiff Paul M. Borg OSJ, Chevalier Joseph Grech GCSJ and Chevalier Saviour M. 

Garcia KJSJ were present as the representatives of the Russian Grand Priory of Malta. 

3rdMay 2016. Visit at the OSJ International Headquarters by Jean Charles Gilbert member of 

the French SMOM, Versailles. 

http://fionavella.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Saviour-Garcia-photo-Fiona-Vella-e1443958724794.jpg
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9thMay 2016 . Lecture on “Maltese Indigenous Plants’ by Alfred E. Baldacchino held at the 

International Headquarters in Valletta. 

12thMay 2016 . Meeting with H.E. Bailiff Victor G. Feros of the Grand Priory of Austrasia (OSJ 

(London). 

18thMay 2016 . Meeting between H.E the Grand Prior Paul M. Borg and Profs. Catello Marra 

of the ‘Late Scerri Montalto’ group. 

24thMay 2016 . Visit to ‘Palazzino Sapienti’ by aspirant David and Catherine Lance of St. 

Andrew’s, Australia. 

26thMay 2016. Launching of the Sapphire Heritage Foundation by Dame Jane Chircop.   Dr 

Gavin Gulia and Mohammed al Balushi from the Sultanate of Oman were amongst the 

distinguished guests. 

15thJune 2016 . The Russian Grand Priory – Malta represented by H.E the Grand Prior Bailiff 

Paul M. Borg OSJ and the secretary Chevalier Saviour M. Garcia KJSJ were invited by H.E the 

Russian Ambassador Mr. Vladimir Malygin to join in the celebration of Russian Liberation day 

held at the Russian Federation Embassy at Kappara. 

18thJune 2016 . The celebration of the Holy Eucharist preceded the Investiture ceremony 

where two candidates were dubbed knights.   Promotions and donation to charitable 

institutions followed. During the Holy Mass our Prelate Fr. Alfred Sacco SDB spoke on the 

humility and the rightness of our Patron, Saint John the Baptist.  

21stJune 2016 . Visit to our Headquarters by Chevalier Robert and Mrs Law of the Grand Priory 

of Australasia OSJ London. 

24thJune 2016. Visit to our Headquarters by Rev.Fr. Colin Westmarland,  ( Confr.) David and 

Mrs Roberts. 

8thJuly 2016 . Visit by a Chinese group headed by Yuan Luo of Shangai Jiao Tong University. 

11thJuly 2016 . Lecture on ‘Maltese Corsairs 1760-98’ by Liam Gauci held at the International 

Headquarters, Valletta. 

12thJuly 2016 .  Chevalier Saviour M. Garcia KJSJ 

represented the Russian Grand Priory of Malta at 

the Thanks giving Mass at St. John’s Co-Cathedral 

on the commemoration of the 202 years of the 

foundation of the Malta Police Force. 

22ndJuly 2016 . The deed document of the 

Purchase of a large house situated in Villacazar de 

Sirga (Palencia), Spain was signed in Valladolid in 
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the presence of Notary Javier Gomez Martinez, Don Jose Maria San Millan Gomez. H. E. The 

Grand Commander Paul M. Borg OSJ, H.E. Bailiff John Micallef OSJ., Chev, Antonio Munoz 

Gomez KJSJ (Prior of Spain) and  Dame Victoria Moreno Munoz DSJ.     This Hostel is intended 

to be refurbished to address the needs of pilgrims on the Santiago de Compostella route. 

29thJuly 2016 .  Visit to the IHQ by Dr Jeff Nicholas from the Priory of Victoria Australasia. 

5thSeptember 2016. The Russian Grand Priory of Malta in conjunction with MaltaPost issued 

five Commemorative Personal Stamps and two cards.    A  Hand Stamp Cancellation was issued 

to commemorate the canonization of St. Teresa of Calcutta, Founder of the Missionaries of 

Charity.   St. Teresa had accepted the title of Dame of Honour OSJ (Malta) in Brisbane, 

Australia on 3rd October 1981   

8thSeptember 2016. The annual traditional Maltese Fenkata to celebrate the victory of the 

1565 Great Siege was celebrated in Manikata. 

 13thSeptember 2016.   Mr. Frank Carabott donated to the Russian Grand Priory of Malta a 

metal armour of a knight manufactured in the traditional Maltese skill.   This piece of art has 

passed from father to son for over seven generations.  

20th Septembe 2016.  Visit to the International Headquarters by H.E the Grand Prior Nils 

Gronberg of the Grand Priory of the Baltic Sea (Finland) from the Hospitaller Order of Saint 

John [Formhall group]. 

23rdSeptember 2016.   A Mass at Ta’ Pinu Church was held during a trip to Gozo.    A good 

number of members attended this event. 

28thSeptember 2016.  The Russian Grand Priory of Malta hosted an event held by the 

International Academy of Culture and Art and the Imperial Orthodox Palestine (Holy Land) 

society.   This event was attended by H.E. the Russian Federation Ambassador Vladimir 

Malygim and Mrs. Malygina together with the Russian Science and Cultural Centre Director 

Mr. Artur Matikyan and Mrs. Matikyana. H.E. Bailiff Paul M. Borg was made Academic of the 

International academy of Culture and Art. Chevalier Saviour Garcia was appointed a Board 

member of said International Academy. 

29thSeptember 2016. His Eminence 

Bishop Kirill of Montenegro and a group 

of 15 Orthodox seminarians visited the 

international Headquarters of the O.S.J. 

(Malta).  During their two hour long 

visit they prayed for unity, sang hymns 

and discussed the history of OSJ.   They 

were presented with 3 sets of St. Teresa 

philatelic issue,  One set was given to 
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His Eminence Bishop Kirill, one to Fr. Peter Pantic Serbian Orthodox priest for Austria, Italy 

and Malta who accompanied the group and another to the Secretary General of the seminary.   

This set will be placed in the monastery where the right hand of St. John the Baptist is kept.    

H.E. Bishop Kirill of Montenegro augured for a closer relationship between the OSJ and the 

Orthodox Church.      He presented Chevalier Saviour Garcia KJSK with an icon of the Madonna 

having 3 hands figuratively representing full safety. 

Bishop Kirill was accompanied by Fr. Peter Pantic 

and the ambassador. 

11thNovember 2016.  A delegation of five members 

of OSJ Malta Priory attended the ceremony of 

‘Remembrance Day’ organised by ´Fondazjoni Wirt 

Artna´ held at the Saluting gun battery in Valletta. 

15thNovember 2016 .   A lecture entitled ‘The 1551 Piratical landings’ by Mr. Vincent Zammit 

was delivered to an audience made up of members and their guests at the OSJ Headquarters. 

17thNovember 2016.  During a Chapter meeting, Chevalier Joseph Grech was elected Prior of 

the Malta Priory within the OSJ (Malta) - Russian Grand Priory - Malta. 

26thNovember 2016 .  The Malta Priory organised a ‘Day of Reflection’ at the Carmelite Priory 

in Mdina.    Holy Mass for the departed Knights and Dames of the Order opened the program 

of a well-attended retreat led by Fr. Charlo Camilleri O. Carm. 

3rdDecember 2016.  The Yuletide Investiture was held at OSJ(Malta) International 

Headquarters followed by handing out of donations to different Charitable Institutions. 

During this investiture Chevalier Joe Grech CJSJ was officially installed the Prior of the Malta 

Priory by the Grand Prior, H.E. Bailiff Paul M Borg OSJ. 

6thJanuary 2017. A get-together was held at the International Headquarters for members, 

prelates, lecturers, benefactors and guests. 

19thJanuary 2017.   The Order was invited by the Archbishop’s Curia for the annual ecumenical 

service held at St. Augustine Church in Valletta. 

24thJanuary 2017.    Chevalier Antoine Bonello delivered a lecture at the International 

Headquarters entitled ‘The Order of St. John in Russia’ 

21stFebruary 2017.   Lecture on ‘The P&O Shipping Lines and its 180 years connection with 

Malta’ delivered by Mr. Michael Cassar at the International Headquarters in Valletta.. 

14thMarch 2017.   Dr Joseph Grima delivered a lecture on ‘Aspects of the Holy Week’ held at 

the International Headquarters, Valletta. 

30thMarch 2017   A Special Investiture by the Nordic Countries was held at the OSJ 

Headquarters presided by H.E. Lieutenant Grand Master Bailiff Peter Gabrielsen OSJ. 
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31stMarch 2017.    Meeting of the Petit Conseil held at the Palace Hotel Hotel, sliema. 

1st April 2017.    A very well attended meeting of the Sovereign Council for all members of the 

Order held at the Palace Hotel in Sliema. 

2ndApril 2017.   An Ecumenical religious service was held at the International Headquarters 

followed by refreshments. Members from different Priories of our Order had the chance to 

get to know each other better. 

5thApril 2017.     Mr. Vladimir Dordevic the Mayor of Medjana in NIC, Serbia paid a visit to our 

Headquarters. 

21stApril 2017.   Dame Georgann Portelli and two other teachers lead a group of students on 

a tour to our International Headquarters.  The history of the 435 year old building and that of 

our Order was explained. 

27thApril 2017.   Lecture on ‘Porte Reale-Epitome of Baroque Military Architecture in Malta’ 

by Dr Anton Quintano was delivered at the International Headquarters, Valletta to members 

and their guests. 

29thApril 2017.  H.E. the Grand Prior Bailiff Paul M. Borg, H.E. Bailiff John Micallef, H.E. 

Treasurer Bailiff Joseph Busuttil and H.E Prior of Malta Chevalier Joseph Grech attended an 

Investiture ceremony held by the Sovereign Hospitaller Order of St. John, Knights of Malta. 

The OSJ Malta Priory – Russian Grand Priory - Malta hosted in our Headquarters the election 

of representatives of the Russian Compatriots in Malta.   Distinguished guests present were 

Hon Minister Dr Owen Bonnici MP,  H.E. the Ambassador of the Russian Federation Vladimir 

Malygin and Mr. Mario Farrugia from the Senior Secretariat of the Office of the Prime 

Minister. 

12thMay 2017.   A Belgian delegation composed of thirteen Judges and Magistrates visited 

our Headquarters. 

16thMay 2017.  Lecture on ’Maltese Birds’ delivered 

by Mr. Alfred E. Baldacchino at the International 

Headquarters, Valletta. 

20thMay 2017.   Six members from the Malta Priory 

attended an Investiture ceremony of the Priory of 

Italy held at the Casa Generale dei Salvatoriani in 

Rome. 

31stMay 2017. A delegation from the Malta Priory attended a Solemn Pontifical High Mass at 

St. Dominic Church, Valletta lead by Bishop Emeritus Paul. Cremona OP.  
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14thJune 2017.  Grand Commander Bailiff Paul M. Borg OSJ and Chevalier Saviour Garcia, were 

the representatives of the Russian Grand Priory of Malta [OSJ(Malta)] at the ‘Russian Day’ 

organised by the Russian Federation Embassy.  

17thJune 2017.   A delegation of The OSJ Malta Priory attended an Orthodox religious service.  

24thJune 2017.  The Russian Grand Priory- Malta held an Investiture ceremony at the Chapel 

of St. Aloysius College, Birkirkara.    Donations were handed out to charitable institutions.  In 

the evening a Closing Banquet was held in the Palace Hotel, Sliema. 

13thJuly 2017.  Meeting between The Grand Commander H.E Paul M. Borg OSJ, Prelate 

Sjoberg of the Finnish Commandery and H.E. Mohammed Al Balushi  -  Goodwill Ambassador 

for Muslim countries. 

21stJuly 2017.   Meeting between Mario Farrugia, Chairperson of ‘Fondazzjoni Wirt Artna’, 

and the Secretary of the Malta Priory regarding closer co-operation in future activities. 

15th September 2017.   A meeting was held at OSJ (Malta) Headquarters with Dr  Vadim Tkhor 

diplomat from the Russian Embassy in Rome. 

19thOctober 2017. A lecture entitled “The Life & Times of Joseph Barth” by Dr Herbert 

Lenicker at the International Headquarters, Valletta 

22ndOctober 2017.   Mass at the Russian Chapel followed by a tour at the Palace of the 

President of the Republic of Malta followed by lunch.        

2ndNovember 2017.   Tour led by Mr. Robert Cassar 

of the ´Domus Pauli Museum´, Valletta.  

4th November 2017.  The annual Mass for the 

repose of the deceased members of the Order 

followed by a well-attended spiritual retreat led by 

Fr. Charlo Camilleri O.Carm at the Carmelite Priory 

in Mdina.  

 

From the Editor 

Deeds and Actions 

It is a proven fact that success is directly linked to a focused determination. Success does not 
happen by sitting around and watching it happen.  It is directly linked with intention and the 
goal one attempts to achieve and is focused upon. This is not easy to follow and without any 
effort.    
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Right intentions and clarity of mind are the right ingredients for 
dreams to come true. The right intentions for the purpose of 
one’s task are the path and soul of one’s dream. ‘To live a true 
Christian life and to help the Poor and the needy ’.  This was the 
noble dream of the founders, way back in the late fifties, which 
resulted in the foundation of our Commandery, Priory and at 
present Grand Priory. To stand up as a true Christian and follow 
the eight beatitudes and put them in action in the day to day 
running of our lives.  
In order to achieve such goals we have to be humble in our 
thoughts and continually focused in all our actions. Sometimes 
it is really hard to keep on focused in this hectic life where 
egoism is the talk of the day taking over from altruism and 
respect to one another especially when sometimes one feels 

his neighbour, having the same ideals, brushing you aside, to say the least.  
Our intention and the very purpose of our Order is clearly noticeable, that of carrying the holy 
duties of being a true Christian with all the weaknesses that all of us carry. The sole purpose 
of a Christian Knight and Dame is purely nobility in one’s character, high value of the eight 
beatitudes while helping the poor and the needy.   
This is the success we are proud of. It is no secret that by doing so we truly live a purposeful 
life. 
The task of our members, past and present, was and still is a continuous expression of their 
values, their faith and the love towards the welfare of humanity.  They dedicate their entire 
being to their cause, that of being regardless of success, honour or failure they put aside their 
personal needs and put forward the needs of their neighbours. 
 The truth is that very few people have an identifiable, sustainable vocation that shapes their 
walk through life and keeps them harmonised from the inside out to fulfil their deeds in 
actions in today’s world. These people are easily recognizable when we meet them.  Their 
purpose in the Order is to embody their cause and to lead it to the world around them and 
beyond. 
We thank the almighty God that our beloved Order is blessed with such people. 

 

Editor:-   Bailiff John Micallef OSJ   Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller, Russian Grand Priory 

of Malta.                                 ‘Palazzino Sapienti’ 223  St. Paul Street, Valletta  VLT 1217          Tel.No.356 2123 0712  

 
 

 

 

Due to the high cost of printing and mailing, ‘ The Bulletin ‘ is on-line on the Internet yet 
whoever wants to receive a hard copy is to contact our Secretary on 21230712 or email 

osjojwhq@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                                                                   
[We regret that, due to unforeseen circumstances, the 2016 issue of ‘the Bulletin’ was missed.] 
 

mailto:osjojwhq@gmail.com
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              Canonization of Saint Theresa of Calcutta 

Founder of the Missionaries of Charity and Dame ‘ad Honorem ’ of OSJ (Malta) 
   
Mother Teresa was born as Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu on 26th  August 1910 in Üsküp, Kosovo 
Vilayet, Ottoman Empire (modern Skopje), Macedonia.   After having lived in Macedonia for 
some eighteen years, she moved to Ireland and then to India, where she lived for most of her 
life. Mother Teresa founded the Missionaries of Charity, a religious congregation. The 
members of this religious Order take the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience, as well as 
a fourth vow, to give "wholehearted free service to the poorest of the poor".   Members of 
this Order are also present in Malta. 
 
Mother Teresa was the recipient of numerous honours, including the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize.  
   
On 3rd October 1981, she 
accepted the title of ‘Dama ad 
Honorem’ within OSJ(Malta) in 
Brisbane, Australia from H.E. the 
Grand Prior of Australia Dr 
Douglas Hodges. After a 
proposal by Bailiffs Hodges, 
Hopperman and Connor on 
behalf of H.R.H. Prince Andre of 
Yugoslavia, the reigning  Prince 
Grand Master of the Order of St. 
John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller under the Royal Charter and constitution of Peter II, 
King of Yugoslavia Mother Teresa received her title in Brisbane, Australia.     
 
Mother Teresa died on 5th September 1997 (aged 87) in Calcutta, West Bengal, India.    She 
was beatified on 19th October 2003 by Pope John Paul II at Saint Peter's Square, Vatican City .   
Blessed Teresa was declared Saint at the Vatican on 4th September 2016 by Pope Francis 
during the conclusion of the Year of Mercy jubilee.    Her feast day falls on September 5. 
 
For this occasion the Russian Grand Priory of Malta in conjunction with MaltaPost issued five 
commemorative personal stamps and two cards cancelled for the occasion with a special 
Hand Stamp. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Memoirs of the Duke of Rovigo 
Arrival before Malta 
M. Savary                                                                                                                                                  
Volume 1, Part 1, Chapter 3 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skopje
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosovo_Vilayet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosovo_Vilayet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skopje
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Macedonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missionaries_of_Charity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_(Catholic)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Peace_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter%27s_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City
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WE arrived before Malta at the beginning of May neither the main squadron nor the other 
convoys had yet made their appearance; and in obedience to the instructions given by 
General Bonaparte to General Desaix, our convoy kept cruising before the harbour. 

We next had to encounter calms, in consequence of which, the currents which prevailed in 
that quarter dispersed the ships of the convoy to a considerable distance from one another. 

Our arrival was on a morning: in 
the evening of the same day, the 
grand-master of the Order of 
Malta, seeing a large fleet, 
consisting of vessels of all nations, 
under the protection of a frigate, 
which not only avoided entering 
the harbour, but did not even 
allow the smallest sail to approach 
it, began to entertain some 
uneasiness, or felt his curiosity 
awakened. 

He sent a sloop, commanded by 
one of the grand bailiffs of the 

Order, as a flag of truce, to learn our destination. 

This sloop proceeded towards the frigate on board of which was General Desaix; and under 
presence of the quarantine laws, the bailiff would not come on board, though repeatedly 
urged to do so: he hailed us from his sloop, which sailed past the frigate's stern. 

His mission was one of pure curiosity; and as he saw on board the vessels a great number of 
soldiers, who had climbed upon each others' shoulders to obtain a sight of him, he was 
hastening back with an account of what he had seen.  He was about to take leave, after a 
broken conversation carried on in monosyllables, when, with the view of reviving it, General 
Desaix asked to be allowed to enter the harbour for the purpose of watering.  The Bailiff drew 
off with the promise of sending an answer. 

The Bailiff returned accordingly the same night, to say that the grand-master could only allow 
the entrance of the harbour to four vessels at a time.    A very ingenious mode of evasion, 
truly !   It did not require any great effort of calculation on his part to discover that we had 
upwards of eighty sail, and that twenty-days would have been consumed in watering the 
convoy.  Assuredly we could not lose so much time before this nest of gentlemen. 
Nevertheless we pretended to view the matter in a serious light, and in politely refusing the 
Bailiff’s offer, briefly hinted at the dangers we should be incurring if the English were to make 
their appearance.   This consideration did not appear to create much impression upon him, 
and he sailed off, informing us that the Order could make no further concession. 

Night approached, and the flag of truce was gone, when our signal-man descried two sail to 
the eastward, bearing down upon us. 
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They soon neared us sufficiently to enable 
us to ascertain that they were a ship of the 
line and a frigate: we became rather uneasy; 
and still more so, when within two gun-
shots of us they omitted to hoist their 
colours, until at the moment of passing us 
they both hoisted the Maltese flag: they 
proved to be the line-of-battle ship and 
frigate belonging to the Order, and were 
returning into port from a cruise.   The 
sailors were taken out the same night, for 
the purpose of manning the galleys that 
were preparing to fight us the following day. 

The next morning at daybreak our signal-
man descried several sail to the north-west, 
and soon afterwards apprised us that they 
were in considerable numbers: they proved 
to be our squadron and its convoys, just 
arriving from the Bay of St. Florente. 

General Desaix and M. Monge proceeded from the ship to one of the pope's small galleys 
which we had brought with us, and sailed to meet the squadron, and pay their respects to 
General Bonaparte. 

In the course of the morning, the entire squadron and the army were reunited before the 
mouth of the harbour. Everything then assumed a new appearance.   Preparations were 
everywhere made for a landing. 

General Bonaparte ordered the troops of General Bon's division to land on the right ; and the 
division of General Desaix to land at the same time on the left: we disembarked in the Bay of 
Maira-Sirocco. 

I was entrusted with the command of the troops which took the lead on this occasion ; 
marched straight up to the redoubts that protected the landing-place, and thence to the fort. 
We encountered very little resistance ; everything seemed left to itself.   The grand-master 
had scarcely been able to collect a few detachments for the purpose of defending the 
advanced works.   There was no emulation amongst the knights.   The population, accustomed 
to the idea that it was never to be called upon to man the batteries except in the event of an 
invasion from the Turks, refused to carry arms against us,    All those splendid fortifications, 
that indicated the power of the Order and the strength of the place, became useless.   We 
pushed our advances, on this day, to the very foot of the ramparts on the land side.                                                                                                                     

We were amazed at the weakness of the defence, and at a loss to account for the 
circumstance of a place, which appeared perfectly unassailable, presenting so easy a conquest 
to our arms; the mystery, however, was soon unravelled. 
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General Bonaparte had remained on board L'Orient during the whole day: he had ordered the 
Maltese galleys to be attacked, and compelled them to return to port.   There was an end of 
the Maltese cross. The general landed the same night; and we could then discover, from the 
acts of indiscretion committed around us, that the members of the Order were not all 
strangers to the success which had just crowned our efforts. 

Ever since the commencement of the French Revolution, and especially since the breaking up 
of the corps of emigrants, the rock of Malta had become the place of refuge for a multitude 
of young noblemen, who enlisted under the banners of the Order.   These knights of recent 
creation had not all the ardour of the old Knights of St. John of Jerusalem.   Their worldly 
education made them averse to a monastic life; and the malady peculiar to the country 
increased their anxiety to quit the rock upon which they had found an asylum. 

The appearance of our fleet before Malta afforded them an opportunity of breaking 
engagements, which they began to consider in the light of fetters, and of commencing a new 
existence.   Should they be considered as objects of pity or censure? 

Be this as it may, a communication was soon opened between our head-quarters and the 
government of Malta.   The grand-master of the Order, too late, indeed, persuaded of the 
impossibility of preserving the place, and of the futility of a resistance which had no longer 
any object, consented to capitulate. 

The principal conditions were, the surrender of the forts to our troops; the personal liberty of 
himself and his followers; and leave for all the knights to withdraw to any place they thought 
proper. 

We accordingly took possession of the place. 

M. de Hompesch, the grand-master, embarked on board a neutral vessel, which was placed 
at his disposal, and was escorted by one of our frigates as far as Trieste.   Nearly all the French 
knights entered the ranks of our army. 

The organization of the island immediately engaged General Bonaparte's attention.  The 
national guard; the administration; the means of attack and defence; everything was planned 
and completed in less than eight days. The Maltese garrison was incorporated with the semi-
brigades, and was replaced by a part of Vaubois' division; and the fleet was ordered to set 
sail. 

General Desaix remained some days longer at Malta, because his frigate was to take on board 
the Intendant of finances, who had yet some matters to arrange.   We employed this short 
delay in visiting a rock so celebrated in history.   I felt a lively curiosity in going over the island, 
which had always been represented to us as unassailable, and yet, had so quickly fallen into 
our power. 

Civita Vecchia, situated on an eminence in the centre of the island, and the only point which 
the knights had fortified upon their first arrival, was the first object of our visit: we then 
proceeded to examine the works in the order in which they had been constructed.   It is well 
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known that, upon the fall of the Island of Rhodes, the knights bestowed all their attention on 
the fortifying of Malta. 

Every grand-master of the Order, since that period, seemed to have had no other ambition 
than that of adding some new work to the harbour or the town.   This was the only object of 
the government. Ostentation, at last, came in for its share; and fortifications were 
constructed at Malta just in the same manner as palaces were built at Rome, since the throne 
of the Cæsars had made way for the Holy See.   Malta has thus grown into a prodigious heap 
of fortifications; and we were at a loss what to admire most, the perseverance required in 
their construction, or the genius that called them into existence.   What mostly raised our 
astonishment was the work of nature—the harbour itself: it is of such extent, that the naval 
army, and the six hundred vessels of the convoy, only covered a very small part of it.   It affords 
so easy and safe an anchorage that the largest ships of war may be moored close to the quay. 

In the midst of so many wonders, we felt again the distress of beholding a sight such as that 
which had excited our indignation at Civita Vecchia.   The galleys of the Order were manned 
by galley-slaves, composed of prisoners taken on board Turkish vessels.   We could hardly 
credit the assertion that, often, when there was a dearth of these slaves, free men consented 
to engage themselves, for money, on board the galleys, in the above capacity.   We were, 
however, compelled to yield to the evidence of facts, and believe what we were eye-
witnesses of.   We saw some of those wretches, who go by the name of bonovollio, serving 
on the same benches with the slaves, in chains like the latter, and taking a part in their painful 
labours, as they shared in their disgrace. 

When we beheld this state of degradation, we no longer felt such surprise at the little 
resistance opposed to us.   It is quite natural that a call to arms should be listened to with 
indifference by men disposed to obey the voice which summoned them to their own 
dishonour. 

M. Monge had parted from us at Malta, and embarked on board L'Orient, because General 
Bonaparte was desirous of having him near his person. 

General Desaix, with whom I was, could not sail until eight days after the army. On leaving 
the harbour, we met a fine French frigate arriving from Italy: her boat brought us M. Julien, 
an aide-de-camp of General Bonaparte's.      

          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
An influential institution in Imperial Russia 

The election of Czar Paul I had broken the lineage of unmarried Catholic Grand Masters, but 
continued the jealously guarded tradition of independent election of their leader by the 
knights. The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem believed that the unusual circumstances 
in world affairs which resulted in the relocation of the convent to Russia called for non-
traditional action to salvage the Order and to counter the Revolution. Election disputes 
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developed after the death of Grand Master Czar Paul I and this helped to create a permanent 
split between the Sovereign Order in Russia and the surviving Italian priories of knights. 

The Sovereign Council in Russia and 
Czar Alexander I asked the Pope to 
name the next Grand Master “for one 
time only” from a list of candidates 
presented from the various priories of 
knights.   The Pope selected the Russian 
Catholic Grand Priory’s candidate, who 
became the 72nd Grand Master, John 
Baptist di Tommasi.   He died in 1805, 
and then the Pope tried to name 
Tommasi’s successor.   This intervention 
was not acceptable to the Sovereign 
Council and to the majority of the 
Knights of St. John who were 
determined to elect their own leader as 
was the tradition and historic right of 
the Order.   It was also generally known 
that Napoleon was directing the Pope’s 
choice for Grand Master.  The SOSJ 
chose the Russian Czar as the head and 
Protector of the Order which was being managed by the Sovereign Council.   They refused to 
recognize the papal appointments which followed thereafter, for they were not legitimately 
initiated by the Order. Early in the 19th century, the Italian priories adopted the name 
Sovereign Military Order of Malta.   The members of the SMOM declared themselves the 
legitimate continuation of the Order and refused to recognize the Sovereign Order of Saint 
John of Jerusalem who stayed in Russia.  The knights of the SOSJ reciprocated by not 
recognizing the splinter group in Italy. The disagreement continues today.    Indeed, it has only 
been in the past few years that the SMOM has accepted Czar Paul I, but as the 72nd Grand 
Master of the Order.  They continue to describe him as Grand Master “in fact” but not “in 
justice” because the Czar was a married Orthodox Christian. 

Nevertheless, the Order became an influential institution in Imperial Russia deeply involved 
with the preservation of the European monarchies in general and with the Romanoff dynasty 
in particular. The two grand priories in Russia, one Catholic and the other principally 
Orthodox, educated young men at their school, the Corps des Pages, in St. Petersburg.   The 
Corps des Pages was the academy for the creation of new Knights of the Order of St. John. 
The graduates of this school became leaders of the exclusive Guard Divisions and thereby 
protectors of the Imperial Family of Russia.   Their tradition of health care was continued 
through the hospital and relief agency known as the Russian White Cross.   The Sovereign 
Council, consisting of senior Knights of Justice, governed the Order and ensured its legal 
continuation.   Initially the Order was led by Lieutenant Grand Master General Soltikoff after 
the death of Czar Paul I. Eventually the leadership of the OSJ consisted of a President of the 
Sovereign Council who was assisted by a Grand Chancellor.   These men reported directly to 
each reigning Russian Czar who was described as the “Head of the Chapter.”   Each Czarina 
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was likewise traditionally the honorary head of the White Cross.   The Czars took personal 
custody of the Order’s famous icon of Our Lady of Philermos and the two relics which are the 
hand of St. John the Baptist and a piece of the True Cross.   These were kept either at the 
Winter Palace or at the OSJ Priory Chapel of the Gatchina Palace, depending upon the 
liturgical calendar.   This arrangement continued until the Bolshevik Revolution of October 
1917. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A new Commandery established in Norfolk, England 

within 

The Russian Grand Priory - Malta  [OSJ (Malta)]. 
  

 

A new Norfolk Commandery of the Order of St John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller was 
created by the addition of three new candidates invested on September 16 at the Church of 
Our Lady of the Annunciation in King’s Lynn, Norfolk. 

The investiture took place after the Vigil Mass celebrated by Fr Peter Rollings, Parish Priest 
and concelebrated by Fr. David Baker (Rtd) and Chevalier Fr. Nelson Ogwuegbu KSJ, Chaplain 
at USAF Alconbury. 

His Excellency Paul M. Borg, Grand Commander of the Order of St John and Grand Prior of the 
Russian Grand Priory of Malta, travelled from Malta to Norfolk for the purpose of investing 
the three new candidates into the Order of St John of Jerusalem namely: Paul Edward Burdick, 
Lester Noel Darby and Caroline Anne Glazebrook. 

Two newly invested Knights and one newly invested Dame have now joined Chevalier Carmel 
Busuttil KSJ, Chevalier Francis Peter Martin KSJ and Chevalier Fr. Nelson Ogwuegbu who had 
earlier this year travelled to Malta for their investiture.    The Malta Priory now has another 
active Commandery in King’s Lynn, Norfork – The Commandery of Our Lady of Walsingham.  
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Buildings known to have been designed by Girolamo Cassar 

Girolamo Cassar  c. 1520 – c. 1592) a Maltese architect and 

military engineer.   He was the resident engineer of 

the Order of St. John, and was admitted into the Order in 

1569.    He was involved in the construction of Valletta, 

initially as an assistant to Francesco Laparelli, before taking over 

the project himself.     He designed many public, religious and 

private buildings in the new capital city, including Saint John's Co-

Cathedral, the Grandmaster's Palace and the auberges. 

The following is a list of buildings which are known to have been designed by Girolamo Cassar 
or are attributed to him: 

Valletta                                                                                                

Fortifications of Valletta (1566 onwards; with Francesco Laparelli) 

Church of Our Lady of Victory (1566–67) 

House of Fra Eustachio del Monte (1569) 

First Auberge de France (c. 1570) 

Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel (c. 1570) 

First Auberge d'Italie (1570–71) 

Auberge d'Aragon (1571) 

Auberged'Allemagne (1571–75)                                                                                                                       

Auberged'Auvergne (c. 1571–83)                                                                                             

Auberge de Provence (1571–75) 

Church of St. Dominic (1571) 

Church of St. Augustine (1571–96) 

Church of St. Mary of Jesus and adjoining convent (1571–75) 

Saint John's Co-Cathedral (1572–77)  

Auberge de Castille (1573–74) 

Second Auberge d'Italie (1574–79)                                                                             

 Grandmaster's Palace (1574)                                                                                                          

Sacra Infermeria (1574)                                                                                                     

Church of St. Catherine of Italy (1576)                                                                                   

Monastery of St. Catherine (1576)                                                                                          

Carmelite convent (1576)                                                                                                                   

Church of St. Paul's Shipwreck (1577–82)                                                                     

Bakery (c. 1584)                                                                                                    

Second Auberge de France (c. 1588)                                                                                            

Del Soccorso Chapel in Fort Saint Elmo                                                                        Windmills 

Elsewhere in Malta                                                                                             
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Reconstruction of Birgu and Senglea (1560s)                                                                      

Church of St. Mark, Rabat (1571–88)                                                                              

Verdala Palace, Rabat and  Capuchin convent, Floriana (1586)                                                                                                                          

Old convent of St. Augustine, Rabat and Old convent of St. Francis, Rabat (1588)  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                                                   

A message of Peace by H.H. Pope Francis 

In his peace message titled "Nonviolence: a Style of Politics for Peace," the Holy Father Pope 
Francis says, "When victims of violence are able to resist the temptation to retaliate, they 

become the most credible promoters of nonviolent peace 
making. 
 
"In the most local and ordinary situations and in the 
international order, may nonviolence become the 
hallmark of our decisions, our relationships and our 
actions, and indeed of political life in all its forms." 
Throughout this extremely challenging New Year's peace 
message, Pope Francis boldly raises the moral bar, calling 
each of us, and each nation, to heed the clear nonviolent 
way of Jesus: "Put your sword back into its sheath, for all 
who take the sword will perish by the sword" (Matt. 
26:52). 
 
Most unfortunately, in contrast to Jesus' nonviolent 
message over 50 countries are involved in armed 
conflicts, Pope Francis accurately laments: "Today, sadly, 

we find ourselves engaged in a horrifying world war fought piecemeal." 
 
The Holy Father powerfully declares: "Violence is not the cure for our broken world." 
Pope Francis points out that meeting violence with violence produces tremendous suffering, 
not only in death and destruction, but by diverting necessary resources for human life to 
military end. 

The Grand Commander & Grand Prior H.E. Paul M. Borg OSJ,          
the Malta Prior H.E. Chevalier Joseph Grech GCSJ and the Council  

wish you all 
a wonderful Christmas and a Blessed New Year.                                                                                                      

May your heart be lifted in praise this Christmas for the wonderful gift of 
Jesus and the joy He brings to our lives. 
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