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A message from the Grand Prior Paul M. Borg OSJ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John, 

Following the success of the last meeting of the Sovereign 

Council, convened at the Victoria Hotel in Sliema, on Saturday, 

21st March 2015, it is my pleasure to introduce to you in this 

edition of our Bulletin, the important decision and events as taken 

by the Sovereign Council during this said meeting. 

The Sovereign Council is the highest organ of the Order, and is 

convened every two years, normally at the International 

Headquarters in Malta. However, being that our Order has grown and is still growing, the 

number of Priors has increased making the Throne Room at the International Headquarters 

small for the setting up of the conference of the members of the Sovereign Council.  Under the 

presidency of H.E. The Lieutenant Grand Master, The Sovereign Council brings together Grand 

Priors, Priors, Bailiffs and special guests to participate in the day-long proceedings, discussions 

and deliberations.  A quick look at an Agenda of Sovereign Council meetings gives a clear idea 

of the volume and variety of the business transacted during sessions. 

Sovereign Council meetings are not a show of force; however, that of last March provided a 

good overview of the Order’s life and mission during the first decade of the third millennium, 

and ample evidence of the stage reached in the development and expansion of OSJ(Malta).  

Under the admirable and capable leadership of H.E. Lieutenant Grand Master Michel Bohé, 

OSJ CMSJ, the Order has been given a new lease of life – brethren who, for some reason or 

other, had drifted away from our Order in the past, are coming back to the fold, bringing with 

them other new Knights and Dames who, until recently, belonged to other Orders.  With them 

these Knights/Dames brought with them an added dose of energy and vitality.  Proof of this is 

the impressive increase in membership by over 200 over the past two years. 

Facts, figures and statistics are important and encouraging.  They would, however, be useless 

and serve no purpose if not translated into bigger and better action programmes, a greater 

commitment on the part of every member, and a daily renewal of our faith, dedication and 

loyalty to the OSJ, so as to continue fulfilling our mission and vision Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate 

Hominum. 



2 
 

From the Secretary’s Desk

Events organized and/or hosted by             
‘   The Malta Priory  ’ 
 

March 2nd   -  Lecture by Chevalier Mario 

Coleiro on ‘The four Sieges of Malta 
[1437.1487,1551 and 1565]. 
 

March 19th & 20th     -  Petit Counseil meeting 
at the ‘Victoria Hotel, Sliema’ 

March 21st  -  Sovereign Council meeting 

at the Victoria Hotel, Sliema. 

 

The Sovereign Council meeting was very 

professionally organised by the Russian 

Grand Priory of Malta. 

One of the first tasks of every Sovereign 

Council meeting is the election of a 

Chairperson (Praeses), This is done to 

enable The Lieutenant Grand Master to 

participate more actively and freely in the 

business of the meeting.  Chevalier Jan 

Lambrecht KJSJ, from the Grand Priory of 

the Low Countries, was elected by 

acclamation Praeses of the meeting.  

Chevalier Saviour Garcia, KJSJ, from the 

Russian Grand Priory of Malta, was  

 

 

 

unanimously elected Secretary to the 

meeting. 

A long and varied Agenda was presented 

for discussion.  It also provided a good 

opportunity to all participants to get a 

better “feel” of the life of the Order, and 

make a better evaluation of the Order’s 

role in the Christian Church and society 

today. 

Among the topics of the Agenda:  

resignation of H.E. Bailiff  Michel Bohé, 

OSJ CMSJ, from Lieutenant Grand Master 

of the Order;  election of the new 

Lieutenant Grand Master; election of  the 

four Conventual Bailiffs who constitute 

the Petit Conseil of the Order; election of 

the members of the Supreme Court; 

presentation of reports by H.E. Lieutenant 

Grand Master Bailiff Michel Bohé, OSJ 

CMSJ, Prelate Hans Vanackere, KJSJ, 

Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council; 

reports of the Officers of the Petit Conseil: 

Their Excellences The Grand 

Commander, The Grand Hospitaller, The 

Grand Marshal and The Grand Councillor; 

activity reports of Grand Priors and Priors; 

the Administration of The Order; financial 

reports and other related matters; 

membership and oblations; and the OSJ 

International Charity Project. 
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Thank you for the Excellent Service 

Prior to the presentation of the Reports the 

Sovereign Council passed a unanimous 

vote of thanks to H.E. the Lieutenant 

Grand Master, Bailiff Michel Bohe OSJ, 

CMSJ and to H.E. the Grand Hospitaller, 

Bailiff Antoon Cnudde OSJ who were not 

presenting themselves for re-election on 

their previous post.  During a brief 

intervention, the merits of H.E. Lieutenant 

Grand Master Michel Bohé, and of H.E. 

Antoon Cnudde were exhalted. to recall 

the great contribution and untiring efforts 

for the continued development and 

enlargement of our Order world-wide, in 

their post of Office. Both Excellences 

were given a standing ovation at the 

conclusion.    

 

The newly elected Petit Conseil 
 
Grand Commander: H.E. Paul M. Borg;   

Grand Marshal:  H.E. Roberto Volpe;   
Grand Hospitaller: H.E.  Vincent Bonagura. 

Grand Councillor: H.E. Boudewijn Franck;    
  

The newly elected Supreme Court 
 
Chevalier Andrew Bray Wilson (Grand 

Priory of Southern Australia) – Judge; 

Chevalier Krister Thelin, (Priory of St. 

Eskil) – Judge and Chevalier Judson Scott 

(Priory of the Pacific) – Judge.   Auxiliary 

Judges: Chevalier William Van Ness 

(Americas Priory) and Chevalier Richard 

Muscat (Russian Grand Priory of Malta). 
 

Rules of the Order 
 
One of the most important decisions of the 

Sovereign Council was its unanimous vote 

on a Petit Conseil resolution, confirming 

the Rules of the Order as presented to the 

Members of the Sovereign Council 

previous to the meeting.  

 

March 22nd - Ecclesiastical Council  
 
Concurrently with the meeting of the 

Sovereign Council, the Ecclesiastical 

Council was also convened at the 

International Headquarters in Valletta, 

under the chairmanship of Prelate Hans 

Vanackere, KJSJ.   It was very well 

attended by Prelates of different Christian 

denominations, coming from various Grand 

Priories, Priories and Commanderies of the 

Order.   

During the Ceremony the newly elected 

Lieutenant Grand Master, Bailiff Peter 

Gabrielsen OSJ and the four newly elected 

Conventual Bailiffs took their oath of 

Office on the crucifix in the presence of the 

whole assembly. 

 

April 21st     -   Visit to the international 

Headquarters by a Belgian Delegation from 

the  ‘Prioratus Flandriae’ headed by Prior 

Chevalier Roger van Praet. 

 

April 28th     -   Lecture by Mr. Vincent 

Zammit on ‘The Great siege 1565’ 

 

May 4th    - Visit to IHQ by the Grand Prior 

of the Order of St. Michael Order Bernhornl 

Loriner. Meeting with the Grand Prior Paul 

M. Borg OSJ 

. 

May 27th  - Visit to International 

Headquarters by a Danish group headed by 

Mrs. Mia Vella. 

 

June 18th       -     Meeting with Mr. and 

Mrs. Nakanishi of Saitama, Japan. 

Discussions about future Japanese visits to 

OSJ, IHQ. analysis and case study of para-

religious phenomenon). 

 

June 20th  -    St. John’s day Investiture  

 A solemn Investiture Ceremony to 

commemorate St. John’s Day 2015 was 

held in the Throne Room of the 

International Headquarters, Valletta, on the 

evening of Saturday, 20th, June 2015.  The 

ceremony was presided over by H.E. Grand 

Commander and Grand Prior of Malta Paul 

M. Borg, who was deputising for H.E. 
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Lieutenant Grand Master Bailiff Peter 

Gabrielsen.    

The event was attended by several Knights 

and Dames of the RGPoM, as well as a 

number of distinguished local and foreign 

personalities and other guests.  Ten new 

postulants were accepted into the Order.  

Holy Mass was con-celebrated by the Rev. 

Fr. Alfred Sacco SDB and Rev. Fr. 

VicGeorge Vassallo both prelates of the 

RGPoM.    In an address of welcome, Grand 

Prior Paul M. Borg spoke of the 

significance of an investiture ceremony and 

its importance in the life of the Order.  H.E. 

stressed, however, that “the continued 

growth of an Order can primarily be 

achieved not only by the addition of new 

members, but also by the staying together 

of the members”. 

Following the blessing of the sword, the 

mantles and the insignias, Grand Prior Paul 

Borg proceeded with the installation of the 

new postulants. 

   

Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominun 

 

The June 

Investiture 

Ceremony 

came to its 

conclusion 

with the now 

customary 

distribution 

of cash donations to a number of charitable 

institutions.  The presiding Grand Prior 

handed cheques to the representatives of 

five local Charitable Institutions 

 

July 9th   -    RGPM invited by the R.C.S.C 

for a showing of a documentary on the 

Romanovs dynasty. 

 

July 10th  -   Lecture on ‘’Melchiore Gafa’ 

and Maltese Baroque’’ by Chevalier 

Clifford Galea. 

 

July 21st      -       A meeting by Diaspora 

Ambassador Boban Jovanovic and other 
Serbian visitors at the IHQ. 
 

July 29th     -   Visit by Madre Therese 

Chambers Provincial of the Franciscans 

Sisters for U.K, Ireland and Malta. 

August 7th -   Prior Louis Loosens´s 

daughter Kristell  paid a courtesy visit to the 

International Headquarters, Valletta. 

 

September 7th  –  Personal Stamps  

RGPoM issued a set of five 

commemorative Personal Stamps in a 

limited edition on the occasion of the 450th 

anniversary of the Great Siege of Malta. 

 

September 8th  –  Fenkata organized at the 

Country View , Manikata. 

 

September 9th   -  Meeting with  a Turkish 

group lead by historian Dr. Mehmet 

Tutuncu specializing on the Ottoman 

Period.  He donated a book for the Library 

entitled ‘ The Legitimacy of the Orders of 

St. John ‘.  

 

September 23rd   -  RGPoM invited for the 

opening of an exhibition  organized by 

‘Wirt iz-Zejtun’  The Grand Prior Paul M. 

Borg, Bailiff Joe Busuttil, Chevalier S. 

Garcia and Chevalier Joseph Grech 

represented the RGPoM at the opening. 

 

September 30th  -  An article on  Palazzino 

Sapienti, our Headquarters written by 

journalist Ms. Fiona Vella appeared in 

today´s issue of the Times of Malta  

 

November 13th  -  Remembrance Day.   
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Our annual Mass for the repose of our 

departed members of our Order was held at 

Our Lady of Lourdes in Floriana celebrated 

by our prelate Fr. Victor Enriquez. A 

special mention of our brothers and sisters 

who left this world to join their creator was 

recited: Rev. Sr. Emma Camilleri, 

Chevalier Derek Worton. Dame Joyce 

Scicluna, Rev. Sr. Laura Tanti, Bailiff 

Albert Delia, Chevalier Luigi Boschini, 

Chevalier George J. Vella.     Besides 

members of our Order who were present for 

this Mass a number of our beneficiaries join 

us for this celebration of the Holy 

Eucharist. 

   

December 5th  -  Yuletide Investiture. 
 
The highly organised Yuletide Investiture 

was held in a packed Throne Room at Our 

International Headquarters on Saturday, 5th 

December, 2015.  It proved to be a great 

success embellishing the Malta Priory, with 

yet another five members holding a highly 

qualified curriculum vitae 
    

In his welcoming speech the Grand Prior, 

Paul M Borg, thanked all for being present 

for the Ceremony of Investiture.  He 

congratulated the postulants for having 

made such a noble Christian choice and 

reminded them that upon taking their oath, 

they will in fact be accepting to shoulder the 

duty and responsibility of honouring the 

motto of the Order “Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate 

Hominum” (For the Faith, for the Benefit of 

Humanity). 

The Malta Priory extends a hearty welcome 

to the five postulants who were invested in 

this Ceremony of Investiture.  

 

Donations 

 

As has become customary, at the conclu- 

sion of this Yuletide Ceremony of 

Investiture, , the Grand Prior, in the name  

of the Malta Priory, handed out donations 

to five local Charitable Institutions. 

 

********************** 

Editorial 
 Brotherhood rediscovered 

 

Way back in 

the beginning 

of the 19th 

century, during 

the last days of 

the 72nd Grand 

Master Tsar 

Paul I (1798 – 

1801) those 

loyal knights 

belonging to 

the Order of St. John of Jerusalem who had 

demonstrated their loyalty towards their 

Grand Master were faced with a new 

reality.  Fellow brothers, members of the 

same Order professed different faiths, at 

first they were mostly Orthodox but later on 

others of different Christian Denominations 

joined into the Order. The Order of St. John 

of Jerusalem gave birth to a new mission 

within the Order. It became ecumenical, 

sharing Christianity and bringing Christians 

working together, working for the welfare 

of the poor and the needy.   We, today 

strongly feel the continuity of this mission 

striving to bring the Gospel message to the 

four corners of the world fortified by our 

way of life and with our deeds. Their 

mission brought together various members 

having different faiths to work together and 

understanding one another in a holistic 

approach and in a brotherly way, all 

following the eight beatitudes which all of 

us have sworn to follow.  

Bailiff John Micallef OSJ 
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 Our way of life working as true Christian 

brothers and sisters consoling and healing 

by their actions and beliefs the fragmented 

universal salvific character of the church of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

It has become conscious that the outlook on 

“the other”   was being changed. The worth 

and dignity of every human being, the 

importance of human rights, including 

religious freedom and freedom of opinion, 

were becoming a shared consciousness.   

 

So much has been achieved and so much 

has changed.  In his remarkable Encyclical 

Letter Ut Unum Sint (1995) John Paul II, 

after surveying the progress of the search 

for unity among Christians, concludes that 

the most significant ecumenical 

achievement has been “brotherhood 

rediscovered”. The source of that 

brotherhood is not our subjective goodwill, 

but the objective bond of our common 

baptism.   Still, we have not yet become one 

with the oneness that Jesus prayed for, but 

we know that our divisions are damaging 

that most sacred cause, the convincing 

proclamation of the Gospel.  It is 

everyone’s responsibility to seriously 

undertake to eradicate all forms of rivalry 

and competition in our missionary 

engagement. 

All persons of good will in particular are 

demanding that today we witness to 

Christ with substance and in harmony. 

There are endless possibilities for common 

witness, if only we are bold enough to really 

seek God's truth together, and do his will 

until  “all things are restored in Christ and 

in Him humankind can compose one family 

and one people” ( Ad Gentes, 1). 

The OSJ (Malta), Russian Grand Priory of 

Malta still loyal to this mission 

continuously seeks to work in harmony and 

to enlarge its membership   “For Faith, For 

Service to Humanity”. 

 

********************* 

 

Vincenzo Maria  Pellegrini LLD 
Bailiff OSJ 

 

Born in Valletta on 12th April 1911. In 1920 

he attended the seminary of the diocese of 

Gozo at Victoria and in 1921-1927 he 

attended the high school in his hometown. 

In 1930 he published his first poems in the 

monthly student Catholic Maltese Vox and 

the l´Amico di Gioventu´. In 1932 he joined 

the faculty of letters and then law at the 

University of Malta, founded the Society of 

the University Literature. He founded the 

official organ of the company campus. The 

same year he was elected co-editor of the 

Journal of the Malta University Literary 

Society. In 1934 he founded the publishing 

house which publishes The ‘Island of 

Malta’ in Maltese, English and Italian, and 

in 1937 he obtained a doctorate in law. In 

1939 he married Josephine Calleja from 

whom he had three children Anita, Franco 

and Gabriel. In 1943 he began his political 

career being invited to involve himself in 

the National Congress to convene the 

National Assembly, of which he became a 

member. In 1945 nominated to represent 

the Maltese Association of Notaries. He 

contested with the Nationalist Party 

together with Dr. Enrico Mizzi for the 1947 

elections on the first and fourth district. In 

1949 he strongly contested the detention of 

Dr. Enrico Mizzi in Uganda.  In 1950 he 

founded within the Malta Cultural Institute 

a Circle of studies in the Italian language of 

which he was also president until 1957. 

During this time he became a great friend of 

Professor Gaston Tonna Barthet.  He 

 

Vincenzo Maria Pellegrini  LLD 
Bailiff OSJ 
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became a knight of the Order of St. John of 

Jerusalem and on 12 March 1964 became 

founder member of  the Russian Priory of 

Malta within the OSJ. He soon became a 

prominent member of the Priory. He took 

the responsibility as Editor of the Bulletin 

of the OSJ Malta from 1966 to 1976. On 29 

March 1966 he received from the President 

of the Italian Republic, Giuseppe Saragat 

through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Amintore Fanfani the honour of Knight of 

the Order of the Star of Italian Solidarity. In 

1971 he took the office of Grand Chancellor 

of the Malta Priory within the OSJ and in 

1975 he was handed the rank of Bailiff. In 

1982 he composed a poem dedicated to 

Giuseppe Garibaldi on the occasion of the 

centenary of his death, which was 

appreciated by the mayor of La Maddalena 

Romeo Armellini and the same year he 

composed the only anthology of poems in 

Spanish Lluvia de diamante. He exercised 

his career as a notary in Rabat. He went to 

meet the risen lord on 1st October 1997.  In 

2000, a street in Rabat was named after him. 

 

 

Treasured in our 
International Headquarters 

 
A facsimile of the manuscript with which 

King Carolus V. Castelfranco, Emperor of 

Spain granted the Islands of Malta, Gozo 

and Tripoli to the Order of St. John of 

Jersusalem on 23rd March 1530 is now 

embellishing the Chapter Room of our 

Headquarters together with other precious 

documents 

On the occasion of the coronation of 

Charles V as Holy Roman Emperor by Pope 

Clement VII in Bologna on 24th February 

1530, L ´Isle Adam sent some knights to 

Bologna to supplicate the Pope to press 

upon the Emperor for the cession of the 

Maltese Islands to the Order. The Pope 

succeeded in obtaining the concession 

whereby the Maltese Islands and Tripoli, 

while remaining under the suzerainty of the 

Kings of Sicily, were granted as a fief to the 

Order of St. John, subject, among other 

things, to the duty of offering a falcon every 

year on All Saints´ Day in token of fealty to 

Charles V and his successor as kings of 

Sicily. The document was drawn up and 

remained to be endorsed by the Empe ror 

who, however, on 22nd March suddenly left 

Bologna for political rea- sons without 

having signed the document. He signed it 

and put his seal to it the next day at 

Castelfranco not far from Bologna.  

Although the deed disillusioned many 

legitimate hopes of L’Ísle Adam, it was 

accepted and approved by the entire Order 

on 25th April.  

By the Deed, 

Charles main-

tained a direct 

dominium 

over the island 

as well as the 

ancient juspa-

tronal over the 

Malta church.  
 
This facsimile 

was donated to 

H.E. Bailiff 

John Micallef 

OSJ by Don 

José Manuel 

Gironés, Direc 

-tor of the UNESCO España on behalf of 

Doña Concepción Gómez Ocana, Regional 

Minister of Valencia for Education, Culture 

and Sports on 7th September 2006. Doña 

Gómez Ocana was in Malta heading a 

delegation from La Comunidad Valenciana 

and the Ordo Amicitiae Causa also known 

as Asociacíon Amigos de Malta. This 

delegation came to Malta for the occasion 

Charter of Deed of Donation 
[Translation] 

 

 

Charles V of Spain 

1516 - 1556 
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of an exhibition jointly made possible by 

the Maltese authorities and the Comunidad 

Valenciana, España at the National Library 

in Valletta. Rare documents relating to 

Malta in the time of King Carolus V were 

exhibited in this unique exhibition.   On that 

same occasion, a sword and a dagger 

inspired by that of Jean Parisot de la Valette 

( 1557-1568 ) which was donated to him by 

Carolus V for his heroic leadership in the 

Great Siege of Malta was presented to Mr. 

Mario Tabone, Chairman of Heritage 

Malta.  

 

Although one cannot really say that the 

sword is a replica of the original one, this 

sword is the result of profound 

craftsmanship, manufactured by the 

renowned gold and silver workers of the 

Piró family whose ancestors originally 

hailed from Malta. 

 

The Spanish delegation handed a facsimile 

of the Charter of Carolus V to a few Maltese 

dignitaries who supported and made this 

event possible.    An extreme amount of 

dedication and professional mastership can 

be clearly seen in this rare historic 

document. 

 

Bailiff John Micallef OSJ donated this 

unique document to our Order to be kept at 

our International Headquarters to be 

admired by all be it knights/Dames, their 

guests and visitors 

 
******************************** 

 

The Beatitudes 
Fr. VicGeorge Vassallo S.Th.D.,PH.D., OSJ 

 

.During the course of his public ministry, 

Jesus undoubtedly repeated himself over 

and over again.  After all, he preached to 

different crowds in various places and 

across an extended period of time.  Jesus 

must have had a few "stump speeches" to 

which he returned with some frequency, so 

that he could lay a common foundation of 

teaching for those who were to become his 

disciples. This is not unlike a contemporary 

catechism teacher who repeats the same 

lessons year after year.  The teaching 

remains the same.  The students change.  

At the heart of Jesus' preaching is the 

Sermon on the Mount.  The Beatitudes are 

the beginning and the summary of that long 

speech. 

The key for unlocking the meaning of the 

Sermon on the Mount is simply this:  Jesus 

is the man of the beatitudes.  Through his 

preaching, the Lord is opening a door of 

understanding into his divine and human 

life.  The virtues Jesus articulates are part 

and parcel of his life. 

To follow Jesus is to become a person of 

the beatitudes. 

The Lord teaches his disciples that to live a 

life in union with him they must not only 

avoid sin - this is already fully articulated in 

the Ten Commandments, which remain 

perennially valid - but must lead a new kind 

of life: a life that is firmly rooted in the 

Kingdom of God. The Beatitudes teach us 

 

Rev. Fr. VicGeorge Vassallo S.Th.D.,Ph.D.,KSJ 

(left) with H.E. Bailiff Peter Gabrielsen OSJ 

newly elected Lieutenant Grand Master 

 

 

Don Vicente Burgos Anton, Director of Jaume II 

presenting facsimile copies of the Charter to Dr 

Louis Galea and Dr Paul Borg Olivier 

Photo:    Times of Malta – May 20, 2006 
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how to follow Christ in living as members 

of his eternal Kingdom. 

Poverty of spirit leads one to recognize that 

the greatest good available to mankind is to 

lead a life rooted in God.  This is the virtue 

that orients our desires to eternal life. 

A spirit of mourning helps to reorder one’s 

life according to what is most essential and 

lasting.  It opens a person to the discovery 

of how God accompanies us in all the 

circumstances of life.                     

To thirst for righteousness orients Jesus' 

disciples to a love of authentic justice, the 

first principle of which is to give to God the 

love and honour due to him.  This beatitude 

expands one's interior vision, it having been 

made sensitive to the victory that Christ has 

already won, and which is even now being 

applied, soul-by-soul. 

To be merciful is to live with a forgiving 

heart, even when one has been deeply 

wounded by another.  It is the foundation of 

one's hope to find pardon from God, which 

is given so freely and richly. 

Having a clean heart simplifies and un-

complicates one's life.  By removing the 

detritus of impurity, it becomes possible to 

grasp that interior freedom which leads to a 

joyful embrace of God's will.   
                

The blessing of peace orders one's life   

according to the sacrifice of the Cross - the 

source of true peace.  Allowing the peace of 

Christ to reign in one's heart is a condition 

of living as a child of God. Even 

persecution for the sake of Christ is 

presented as a blessing.  So many people 

reviled the Lord, especially as he hung from 

the Cross. When we share in this condition, 

we are especially united with the saving 

grace that flows from it.  The Beatitudes 

open a path for each follower of 

Christ.  They are steppingstones on the way 

to the Kingdom of God. We cannot live 

them fully without the grace of the Holy 

Spirit. Let us beseech the three Divine 

Persons, asking, as the favour, to be men 

and women of The Beatitudes. 
 
As a member of the Order the Knight/Dame 

should very well recall the reading of the 

eight beatitudes as these were read to them 

on the day of their investiture.  The eight 

points of the cross of our Order symbolize 

the eight beatitudes of Christ's Sermon on 

the Mount.  As members of this Order we 

are expected to make the Beatitudes as our 

way of life! 

 

**************************** 

Russian Czars 
as protectors of 

The Order of St. John of Jerusalem 
 

Following the murder of Paul I by a group 

of officers headed by General Bennigsen, a 

Hanoverian under Russian Service.  on the 

night of March 23rd 

1801, one of the 

conspirators, General 

Nicholas Zubov went 

to Alexander, son of 

Paul, who knew 

about the plot, and 

informed him that he 

was  now the new 

Tsar.  

Alexander I did not accept the title of Grand 

Master but did hold on to the title  of 

Hereditary Protector  declaring on  March 

1801 that he wanted to bring the Order back 

to normal.  

On March 1801, 

Alexander ap-

pointed Field 

Marshal of the 

Empire Bailiff  

Count Nicholas 

Soltykoff, as 

Lieutenant Grand 

Master. This 

 

The Sermon on the Mount 

 

Count 
Nicholas Soltykoff 

 

Paul I 

Czar of Russia 
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government of the Order based in St 

Petersburg with Bailiff Soltykoff as 

Lieutenant Grand Master and Tsar 

Alexander as Protector was recognized by 

the main European Powers as the heir of the 

old Hospitaller Order in the Treaty of 

Amiens on March 25th 1802.   

Alexander I, wishing to give a Grand 

Master to the Order, asked the Sovereign 

Council to appoint a new candidate. The 
Bailiffs independently chose two 

candidates from the Russian Priory for the 

Office of Grand Master and, loyal to the 

religiousness of the Order, asked Pope Pius 

VII (1800 – 1823), for his approval and 

blessings.   But 

on September 

1802, Pius VII 

ignoring the 

Order’s original 

Charter (Sove-

reign Indepen-

dence __ Grand 

Master Rohan 

cont……) and 

also the Treaty 

of Amiens, 

appointed 

“motu  proprio” Prince Bailli Bartolomeo 

Ruspoli as Grand Master, who refused  for 

the same reason. So Pius VII appointed the 

older Bailiff Giovanni Battista Tommasi 

who had lost in a previous Sovereign 

Council election that had preferred Von 

Hompesch. Tommasi declared himself 

Grand Master of the new Order of the Papal 

institution of Malta, 

- “The Sovereign 

Military Order of 

Malta” and not the 

Order of St. John of 

Jerusalem, Knights 

Hospitaller, 

because the Order 

already existed with 

its Seat in St. 

Petersburg.  This 

arranged deal 

against old statutory rules was rejected by 

(i) the Knights of the Spanish Langue who, 

without any loss of time, nominated King 

Charles IV (1788-1808), who accepted the 

nomination on January 20th 1803 and 

incorporated on April 17th by a Royal 

Decree the Spanish Langue to the Crown on 

June 27th, 1803. (ii) by the European States 

in the preliminary agreement of Paris on 

May 30th, 1814 (iii) by the Congress of 

Vienna (October 1st 1814 to June 9th , 1815.  

 

****************************** 

A GREAT LOSS TO THE OSJ(MALTA)  
 

With deep regret we 
received the sad news of the sudden death of our 
Prelate Rev. Fr. VicGeorge Vassallo 
S.Th.D.,Ph.D.,OSJ at the age of 52.    His loss is 
immensely felt not only by ‘The Malta Priory’ but 
also by OSJ(Malta) as a whole. Besides being our 
Web Master, Fr. VicGeorge was a great Spiritual 
Leader, a promoter of ecumenism and dialogue.  
A few days ago we received his article on the 
Beatitudes which is appearing in today´s issue.  
In 1990, while serving in Gzira, Fr. VicGeorge set 

up a Youth Centre for the Scouts Group:  again, 

in 1992, another Youth Centre was set up while 

he was serving in Attard.    In Siggiewi, his 

birthplace, Fr, VicGeorge left no stone unturned 

so as to set up two Youth Centres for the young 

and old members in the ‘Azzjoni Kattolika’.  His 

love, his understanding, his guidance towards all 

who showed the need of assistance knew no 

bounds. From 1996 to 2005, as the Officiating 

Chaplin of the Armed Forces of Malta, Fr. 

VicGeorge gave all for the well-being of the 

members of the ‘Armata’.  His way of helping 

those in need was further shown as a Director 

Parish Priest in Marsaxlokk when he served from 

2006 to 2011.  In 2012 his services were needed 

as Director and Coordinator of IT Services at the 

Archdiocese of Malta. He served the Archdiocese 

to the fullest until the day he was called to join 

the Risen Lord.   

Fr. VicGeorge has left us a website which he used 

to run - the VASSALLOMALTA.COM website. A 

website which provides history, free news and 

in-depth reports offering the most needed web 

links for a Maltese resident.     It also offers 

insights about the Maltese Heritage.  

May he rest in Peace in God Almighty whom he 

loved so much. 

 

 

 

Requiescant 

in 

pace. 

 

Alexander I 
Czar of Russia 

 

 

Pope Pius VII 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE LENTEN 
MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS 2014 

Make your hearts firm ( Jas 5:8 ) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Lent is a time of renewal for the whole 

Church, for each communities and every 

believer. Above all it is a “time of grace” 

(2 Cor6:2). Each one of us has a place in 

his heart. He knows us 

by name, he cares for us and he seeks us 

out whenever we turn away from him. He 

is interested in each of us; his love does 

not allow him to be indifferent to what 

happens to us.  Indifference to our 

neighbour and to God represents a real 

temptation for us Christians. We need to 

hear once more the voice of the prophets 

who cry out and trouble our conscience. 

God is not indifferent to our world; he so 

loves it that he gave his Son for our 

salvation. In the Incarnation, in the earthly 

life, death, and resurrection of the Son of 

God, the gate between God and man, 

between heaven and earth, opens once for 

all. The Church is like the hand holding 

open this gate, thanks to her proclamation 

of God’s word, her celebration of the 

sacraments and her witness of the faith 

which works through love (cf. Gal 5:6). 

But the world tends to withdraw into itself 

and shut that door through which God 

comes into the world and the world comes 

to him. Hence the hand, which is the 

Church, must never be surprised if it is 

rejected, crushed and wounded.  Lest we 

become indifferent and withdraw into 

ourselves, I would like to propose for our 

reflection three biblical texts. 

1.“If one member suffers, all 

suffer together” (1 Cor 12:26) Since we 

are united in God, we can do something 

for those who are far distant, those whom 

we could never reach on our own, because 

with them and for them, we ask God that 

all of us may be open to his plan of 

salvation. 

2. “Where is your brother ?” 

(Gen 4:9)   All that we have been saying 

about the universal Church must now be 

applied to the life of our parishes and 

communities. Do these ecclesial 

structures enable us to experience being 

part of one body? A body which receives 

and shares what God wishes to give? A 

body which acknowledges and cares for 

its weakest, poorest and most 

insignificant members? Or do we take 

refuge in a universal love that would 

embrace the whole world, while failing to 

see the Lazarus sitting before closed doors 

(Lk16:19-31)?  

3. “Make your hearts firm!”  

(James 5:8) First, we can pray in 

communion with the Church on earth and 

in heaven. Let us not underestimate the 

power of so many voices united in prayer 

Second, we can help by acts of charity, 

reaching out to both those near and far 

through the Church’s many charitable 

organizations. Third, the suffering of 

others is a call to conversion, since their 

need reminds me of the uncertainty of my 

own life and my dependence on God and 

my brothers and sisters. If we humbly 

implore God’s grace and accept our own 

limitations, we will trust in the infinite 

possibilities which God’s love holds out 

to us. 

During this Lent, then, brothers and 

sisters, let us all ask the Lord: “Fac cor 

nostrum secundum cor tuum”: Make our 

hearts like yours (Litany of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus). In this way we will 

receive a heart which is firm and merciful, 

attentive and generous, a heart which is 

not closed, indifferent or prey to the 

globalization of indifference.  I ask all of 

you to pray for me. May the Lord bless 

you and Our Lady keep you.  The From 

the Vatican, 4th October 2014   

 

 

FRANCIS 
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Investitures held in 2015     
 

April 25th  The Americas Priory  -  NY  

May 9th  Priory of the Pacific  

May 31st   Australasia – Tasmania 

June 13th  Priory of Italy   

June 13th  Nordic Priory  - Finland 

June 20nd  Australasia   -  Victoria 

June 20th   Malta Priory   

June 22nd  Priory of the Low Countries 

June 26th  Australasia - South Australi 

June 28th  Priory of Deutschschweiz 

Sept. 5th  Nordic - Skanderborg  

Nov.15th  Australasia  -  Ballarat 

Dec. 5th   Malta Priory  

      

 

Investitures scheduled for 2016 
 

Feb. 2nd  Priory of Sicily 

Feb. 27th  Australasia -Victoria  

April 23rd   Americas Priory - Florida  

May 7th  Priory of the Pacific   

May 29th  Priory of Italy 

June 4th    Priory of Sicily   

June 18th  The Malta Priory  

June 18th Australasia – South Australi 

June 19th  Priory of Low Countries   

June 25th  Australasia - Victoria 

June 26th  Prioratus Flandriae 

Sept. 8th   Nordic Priory - Denmark 

Nov. 20th  Australasia 

Dec. 3rd  The Malta Priory  

 

 

 
 
 
Lectures scheduled for 2016   

(Delivered at International HQ, Valletta) 

 

Jan. 25th   Maltese Corsairs 1760 1798                                 

Feb.22nd      History of St. John   

March 7th    Arms and Armoury  

April 18th  Anton Quintano 

May   6th   Pjanti Maltin         

July 11th  In the name of the Prince 

 

                                                                                                    

 

  

  
 
 
 
 
The Headquarters of the 
Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem at 223, St. 
Paul Street, Valletta, is 
open from Tuesday to Friday 
from 09.00hr to 14.00 hr.   
 
 

 

Chev. Saviour Garcia 
(Secretary) 

 

 

Editor:  Bailiff John Micallef OSJ 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 
Russian Grand Priory of Malta 
‘Palazzino Sapienti’ 223 St. Paul Street,  
Valletta VLT 1217.  Malta 
Tel: +356 21230712 
E-mail:  osjojwhq@gmail.com 

 
 

 


