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The Bulletin    Malta Grand Priory     

 

Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller 

Russian Grand Priory of Malta 
Under the Constitution of His Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia 

R Nos.52875-528576     

No. 121                                                                                                2015-1  

A message from the Grand Prior 
Bailiff Paul M.Borg OSJ 

 

Dear Members, 
 
Summer is nearly over.   As has already been felt it tends to 

bring in its wake a lull in our active life.  However, as 

members of the Order, it is the duty of each and every Knight 

and Dame to continue being active in giving their utmost to 

help the OSJ live up to its motto”Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate 

Hominum”. 
 
Our mission to be instruments of good deeds, charitable work, and a constant support to the 

poor, the sick and the needy, takes no holidays.  The absolute need to be of help and of 

service to our neighbour, is, although at times pressing, always present.    As a Christian the 

Knight/Dame is to keep in mind that he/she must unfailingly always strive to be a witness of 

love, loyalty, devotion and dedication to the oath that he/she had solemnly taken on the day 

of his/her investiture when the OSJ had accepted him/her within its fold. 
 
Facts, figures and statistics are important and encouraging.  None of these just happen.   All 

are dependent on that Knight/Dame who recognises his/her duty to take initiatives, be ever 

available, be ever obliging, put forward ideas and suggestions for the better development of 

the Order, and to contribute wholeheartedly and enthusiastically whenever and wherever a 

task of being a good Christian is assigned to us.    However without such action they would, 

be useless and serve no purpose if not translated into bigger and better action programmes, a 

greater commitment on the part of the member, and a daily renewal of our faith, dedication  

and loyalty to the OSJ, so as to continue to fully fulfil our mission and vision Pro Fide, Pro 

Utilitate Hominum. 
 
The need for each and every Knight/Dame to develop and nourish a profound sense of 

belonging within the Order, cannot be over-stressed.  Us members have, willingly and 

wholeheartedly, freely accepted to belong to the OSJ, but one is to be always aware that the 

OSJ also belongs to its members. Its life, mission, development, expansion, strength and 

above all its future depend on a continual, active commitment, and the generous contribution 

of its members.   
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The Headquarters of the Order 
of St John of Jerusalem at 
223, St. Paul Street, 
Valletta, is open from Tuesday to 
Friday from 09.00 hrs to 14.00 
hrs.   
 
 

 

 

 

From the Secretary’s Desk 

WHAT HAPPENED……….. 

 

 
Tuesday, 10th July 2014                                  

A new Website of the Malta Grand Priory 
was created. This can be found on 
www.maltaknights.org  
 
 
 

Saturday, 12th July 2014  

The Russian Grand Priory of Malta 

organized a lunch for refugees under the 

care of the Emigrants Commission in 

Valletta. The lunch was organized as part 

of the celebrations marking the 50th 

Anniversary from the first Priory of Malta.  

This lunch was preferred instead of the 

usual Gala Dinner organized in such 

events. Mgr. Philip Calleja, Fr. Alfred Vella 

and Mr. Joseph Calleja from the Emigrants 

Commission were also in attendance. The 

Dames and the wives of the Knights of 

‘The Malta Priory’ served the foods and 

the drinks. 

 

Tuesday, 15th July 2014 A meeting was 

held at our Headquarters for future possible 

activities in conjunction with Valletta 2018. 

Mr. Jason Micallef, Dr.Karsten  Xuereb,   Bailiff 

Joseph Busuttil OSJ, Chev. Saviour Garcia 

KJSJ.CLJ and Bailiff John Micallef OSJ were 

present. 

Monday, 28th July 2014  Council Meeting 

of the Malta Grand Priory 

Tuesday, 15th August 2014  A Crusade 

of Prayer to the Most Holy Trinity for 

persecuted Christians could be followed on 

our website. This is found in the English, 

French, Italian and Spanish language. 

Thursday, 21st August 2014  Council 

Meeting of the Malta Grand Priory. 

Monday, 27th October 2014  A lecture 

was held at our International Headquarters by 

Mr. Paul Galea entitled     ‘ The Malta Railway  

Monday, 4th November 2014  Council 

Meeting of the Malta Grand Priory.

Chev. Saviour Garcia 
(Secretary) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.maltaknights.org/
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Friday, 7th November 2014  A lecture 

was held at our Headquarters by Dr. Joseph 

Grima entitled   ‘ The foundation of the Navy 

of the Order in Cyprus and Rhodes ’.  

 

Monday, 10th November 2014 The 

friends and colleagues of Bailiff Carol 

Marguerat OSJ gave a surprise party 

which included a Thanksgiving Mass on 

the occasion of his 80th Birthday. 

 

Tuesday, 11th November 2014  A 

Delegation from the Order of St. John of 

Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, Russian 

Grand Priory of Malta attended  the 

annual Armistice Day  which was 

commemorated at the Upper Barraka 

Gardens in Valletta after an invitation 

from Fundazzjoni Wirt Artna. 

 

Monday, 24th November 2014   The 

Annual Memorial Mass for the repose of 

our departed members, brethren in Saint 

John, was celebrated at the Chapel of Our 

Lady of Lourdes in Floriana. The presence 

of a delegation from various Charitable 

Institutions who benefited from our 

donations was much appreciated. 

 

Monday, 8th December 2014  A 

delegation from the Russian Grand Priory 

of Malta attended a Thanksgiving Mass at 

St. Gregory Church, Sliema on the sixth 

anniversary from the ordination to the 

Priesthood of our Prelate Mgr. Charles 

Vella. 

 

Monday,15th December 2014  A 

Special number of ‘ The Bulletin ’ of the 

Russian Grand Priory of Malta was issued. 

This 28 page edition covered the activities 

held to commemorate the creation of the 

Malta Priory way back in 1964, 50 years 

ago and articles pertaining to the Order. 
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Tuesday, 23rd December 2014  Le 

Chevalier,the Newsletter from the South 

Australia Priory ( Australasia ) was on line. 

Fine photos compliment interesting news 

and articles. 

 

Saturday, 27th December 2014  A 

Mass of Thanksgiving celebrated by our 

prelate Fr. VicGeorge Vassallo  concluded  

the celebrations of the 50th year from the 

foundation of ‘The Malta Priory’. 

Following the Celebration of the Holy 

Eucharist the customary Yuletide 

donations were distributed to various 

charitable institutions.  

A Closing reception followed. 

H.M. Czar Paul 1 

Knowing the interest that Your Majesty wants to take in 
every happy event of my Order, I am in duty bound to 
inform Y.M. that after I had communicated to my 
Council the Treaty at St. Petersburg between the 
Plenipotentiaries of Your Imperial Majesty the Emperor 
and our Minister the Bailiff Count de Litta, for 
establishment of a Grand Priory of Russia in Malta in 
place of the Priory of Poland, this treaty has just been 
sanctioned unanimously. 

Sire, Your Majesty´s very humble and obedient servant 

(signed) Ferdinand de Hompesch, Grand Master.                                                                             

Malta, August 7th, 1797 

 

 

Friday, 2nd January 2015  In a letter 

sent from Moorsele, H.E the Lieutenant 

Grand Master Michel Bohe OSJ.CMSJ sent 

the new year greetings to all members of 

the Order. Sadly he showed his intention 

of stepping down from the leadership of 

the Order thus passing the baton  at the 

next Sovereign Council Meeting to be held 

in Malta on 21st March 2015. 

Friday, 9th January 2015  A Meeting 

was held at the Office of the Valletta2018  

between the Chairman Mr. Jason Micallef, 

our Secretary Chev. Saviour Garcia 

KJSJ.CLJ and Dr. Mehmet Tutuncu from 

Turkey for possibilities of eventual 

incentives on the occasion of the 450 

anniversary of the Great Siege of Malta. 

Monday, 12th January 2015  Council 

Meeting of the Malta Grand Priory 
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Wednesday, 14th January 2015 

 Another edition of the International 

Herald of the Order was on line. An 

outstanding photo showing the recent 

investiture of nine new Knights at the 

magnificent Church of Saint Walburga in 

Bruges, built by the Jesuits in the 

seventeenth century.  The Mass was 

celebrated by Fr. Hans Vanackere assisted 

by Fr. Patrick Degrieck and Fr. Robert 

Bollen. Grand Commander Paul M.Borg 

conducted the Investiture ceremony. 

Monday, 19th January 2015  Lecture 

by Mr. Alfred E. Baldacchino entitled ‘ 

Maltese Trees ’. 

Monday, 2bth February 2015  
Council Meeting of the Malta Grand Priory 

Monday, 16th February 2015      
lecture by Mr Michael Cassar entitled 

Celebrating ‘’The Gozo-Malta Connection’’      

(i) 130years of the First Mail Post service 

and  (ii) 40 years of the Gozo Channel Line. 

Tuesday, 17th February 2015 Issue of a 

new email address of the O.S.J International 

Headquarters:      osjojwhq@gmail.com 
 

Wednesday, 19th February 2015    A 

new issue of the OSJ RGPM Italian Magazine  

Our Italian Priory will be issuing 36 pages of history 
written in the Italian language amply documented, 
illustrated and commented. An important reference 
work, realized through consultation of more than 300 
texts and documents published during the 218 years of 
official existence dell'OSJ.         Price € 10.00 each. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting of the Sovereign Council  
Saturday, 21st March 2015 

     Both the Sovereign Council and the 

Ecclesiastical Council meetings reached a 

fitting climax on the morning of Sunday, 27th 

March 2015, with the holding of a very 

impressive and touching Ecumenical Service, 

celebrated by the various Prelates who 

attended the Malta meeting, and with the 

participation of all Sovereign Council 

delegates, guests and observers   

It was indeed a very edifying and solemn 

ceremony, which provided an ideal 

opportunity to all present to pray together in 

communion  with the Almighty, and St. John 

the Baptist, our Patron, so that “the vision we 

share, may become a reality”  

 

 

mailto:osjojwhq@gmail.com
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From the Editor 

Another 50th anniversary for our Order. 
 
‘The Bulletin ’ started to be published in 
Autumn 1964. A Special edition was 
published for this unique occasion.   The 
aim of our Bulletin was and still is to 
reach our members and those who are 
interested in our Order,  informing  them 
of our activities and our beliefs.   It is not 
only an inspiration to the members but it 
is the link that keeps the much needed 
contact with our members who share our 
views and our beliefs.   It is also our 
priority, as knights of St. John, to keep 
alive the fervour and ultruistic approach 
to help our neighbours and those persons 
in need while bringing a smile to one and 
all.   Our aim is to bring happiness and 
help to our brethren in need enriched with 
Christian values vowed upon on the day 
of investiture of the  Knight/dame of the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights 
Hospitaller, Russian Grand Priory of 
Malta. 
 
Studies  clearly demonstrate that 
happiness increases charitable behaviour 
and shows that after experiencing positive 
events, we are more likely to help others: 
Thus, by feeling  good, the individual is 
more likely to be prompt in providing help 
to the needy.     Feeling good in the act of 
giving causes that happiness within the 
individual, which in itself will better that  
relationship between the needy and the 
‘hospitaller’.  When such a relationship 
has been reached  an ever ending circular 
attitude will commence.   
 
Special thanks are due to the past editors 
of ‘The Bulletin’ who, many a time even 
under very difficult cicumstances, did  

their  utmost, to 
promote the ideals and 
beliefs, of the Order so 
as to keep fullfilling 
their duties being the 
tool and the heart by 
which the fervour and 

the enthusiasm of our member knights. are 
being  kept alive.  
 
Past and present editors  of our Bulletin: 
(i)  George Vella issue numbers 1 to 5    
(5 editions)  
(ii)  Vincenzo M Pellegrini issue 
numbers 6 to 46 ( 41 editions )  
(iii)  Gaston Tonna Barthet issue 
numbers  47 to 88 ( 41 editions ),  
(iv)  Joseph H. Vincenti issue numbers 
89 to 94 ( 6 editions )  
(v)  Carmel J. Bonello issiue numbers 
95 to 99 ( 5 editions )  
(vi)  Anthony J. Borg Cardona issue 
number 100 ( 1 edition )  
(vii)  Carol L. Marguerat issue numbers 
101 to 107 ( 7 editions )  
(viii)  Nello Micallef issue number 108 ( 
1 edition )  
(ix)  George Vella  issue numbers 109 to 
115 ( 7 editions),  
(x)  Paul M. Borg  issue numbers 116 
to 120 ( 5 editions). 
Twelve unnumbered Special editions were 
also published between 1977 and 1987. 
These mainly included a list of member 
Knights and Dames of the Order. 
 
Due to the high cost of printing and 
mailing, ‘The Bulletin’ is at present  being 
shown on line on the Internet. However 
those who prefer to receive a hard copy is 
to contact our Secretary on 21230712 or 
email osjojwhq@gmail.com

Editor: Bailiff John Micallef OSJ   Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller, Russian Grand 

Priory of Malta. 223 Palazzino Sapienti, St.Paul Street, Valletta  VLT 1217     Tel.No.+356 2123 0712                                                                                    
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Commander Ivo Muscat Azzopardi CJSJ

A Scholar, Philanthropist, writer 
Co-founder member of ‘The Malta Priory’. 

 
Ivo was born in Valletta on the 18th 

December 1893. He studied at Savona 

College, the Lyceum and the Royall 

University of Malta. He qualified as a legal 

procurator and worked with Professor 

Degiorgio and Count Alfredo Caruana 

Gatto. 

In 1919 Ivo Muscat Azzopardi was elected 

to the National assembly that eventually 

saw Malta attain self-government. He 

soon emigrated to Alexandria Egypt where 

he was appointed Head of the 

Department of Statistics with Shell 

Company in Egypt. He also worked as legal 

practitioner. He became secretary to the 

British air raid precautions (Maltese 

Section) during World War II. During his 

stay in Egypt he was either secretary or 

president in many Maltese Associations. 

He was a correspondent of various 

newspapers and he was the first to 

broadcast in the Maltese language from 

the Egyptian Broadcasting.   

Ivo Muscat Azzopardi returned to Malta in 

1946 and continued his work in promoting 

the Maltese language and its literature. 

During these years he became a member 

of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 

Knights Hospitaller under the Russian 

tradition. He became Ambassador of the 

Order under the Grandmastership of Paul 

Granier de Cassagnac. He soon became 

friends with another member of the Order 

Bailiff Professor Gaston Tonna Barthet, a 

Maltese, who like Ivo were eager to create 

a Maltese Priory.   

With the blessing of Grandmaster De 

Cassagnac and with the help of Chev. 

George Vella a member of the Order, talks 

with various gentlemen who had the same 

ideals, soon started as early as 1962 at Ivo 

Muscat Azzopardi’s residence at 82 

Grenfell Street in Sliema. This work took 

two years to bear fruit when the much 

desired Malta Priory was created on 

March 8, 1964.  

When King Peter II of Yugoslavia became 

Grand Master he entrusted Commander 

Ivo Muscat Azzopardi to bring to Malta 

the constitution of the Order. When the 

members met to choose the Prior, 

Commander Ivo Muscat Azzopardi was 

the favourite yet through his humility and 

due to ill health he proposed Bailiff 

Gaston Tonna Barthet to become the first 

Prior.  Commander Ivo Muscat Azzopardi 

died on Monday, 3rd December 1965 at 

the age of 72 years. 
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Grand Master & Protector King Peter II of Yugoslavia 

& 

the OSJ Constitution 

                             Chev. Saviour Micallef KSJ

H.M. King Peter II 
of Yugoslavia 
became Hereditary 
Grand Protector of 
the Order of St. 
John of Jerusalem, 
Knights Hospitaller 
(Russian Tradition) by Grand Master Paul  
Caranier de Cassagnac on 30th January 
1962. King Peter granted the Order his 
Charter on 1st October 1963.  The Charter 
notes his wish that other branches of the 
Order of St. John should unite in common 
cause, an aspiration that was to go 
unfulfilled for some time.   
A Constitution was issued by the King on 
19th March 1964. The original was written 
in the French language. At the request of 
His Majesty King Peter II. the Constitution 
was brought over to Malta from 
Swizerland  to the International 
Heaquarters  in Malta. by Bailiff Ivo 
Muscat Azzopardi OSJ. The Malta Priory 
chaired by Prior Gaston Tonna Barthet OSJ 
decided to archive the constitution at the 
National Archives, Malta (Notarial Act 
No.271.)                                                  
 King Peter exercised the fons honorum as 
an unabdicated monarch and retained in 
his person the full rights of sovereignty.  
By this time, efforts to reunite branches of 
the Order that had previously become 
separated from the Shickshinny parent 
body were bearing fruit, and a new 
corporation was formed for this 
purpose. On 30 January 1965, King Peter 
was elected as Grand Master by the 
members of this new corporation. 
However, Cassagnac did not accept the 
King’s election and continued to lead a 

number of followers, principally the 
French Priory, in opposition to the King’s 
group. The majority of members of the 
Order followed King Peter. On Cassagnac’s 
death in 1966, talks started with the aim 
of reconciling the rest of the members.                                                             
Peter’s election as Grand Master was 
ratified by Royal Proclamation on 21 June 
1965 and he took office three days later. 
In the ensuing period his group became 
the largest continuation of the 
Shickshinny Order and served as a source 
of unity. However, on 15 February 1967, 
King Peter dismissed Franklin A. West, 
President of the OSJ Council. West, who 
the King claimed was already acting 
independently, had control of the 
American Grand Priory corporation and 
now formed a schism. Talks at 
reconciliation were frustrated by West’s 
death in October that year, at which point 
he was succeeded by Dr Urosh L. Seffer. 
However, a second continuation group 
also emerged from the American Grand 
Priory in January 1968, under Prince Serge 
Serguiévitch Belosselsky-Belozersky, 
which sought to be reconciled to the King. 
On 22 September 1968 the three groups 
reconciled under King Peter as Grand 
Master. King Peter II insisted that the 
Headquarters should be in Malta for 
which he gave a donation towards such 
premises.  King Peter II died on 3rd 
November 1970 in the state of Colorado 
in America. His remains were transferred 
to Serbia on 22nd January 2013 where a 
state funeral was held at the presence  of  
his  family and  a very good number of 
dignitaries
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