
The Bulletin
Order of St. John of Jerusalem,

Knights Hospitaller
Under the Constitution of the Late King Peter II of Yugoslavia

Russian Grand Priory of Malta
‘The Malta Priory’

R. Nos.52875-528576

No. 120-2014 Special Edition - 50th Anniversary



Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Russian Grand Priory of Malta

‘Palazzino Sapienti’, 223 St. Paul Street,
Valletta VLT 1217  Malta.

Telephone:  +356 2123 0712
E-mail:  osjojwhg@go.net.mt

Website:  www.maltaknights.org



Noteworthy memories of the past have, on the 8th of March 2014, 
made my visit to Malta a pleasurable and yet sentimental visit  
purposely made to celebrate, with the members of the Malta  
Priory, the 50th anniversary of the inauguration of ‘The Malta  
Priory’. 

Throughout these past fifty years, the Malta Priory has under-
gone great changes  -  some good but others painful to the extent 
that schisms started to take place right after the death of King 
Peter.   The main and most important change was when The Malta 
Priory was elevated, in February 22, 1970, to a Grand Priory to be 
known as the Russian Grand Priory of Malta. and to become the 
mother and the base of the Order as it stands today.

From the many schisms that had occurred, a fortunate and positive move took place in April 2006 when, 
by the signing of a Concordat, a number of Priories joined the Russian Grand Priory of Malta to return 
back within their home base and International Headquarters in Malta.

The remarkable tranquil and diplomatic attitude of the then reigning Lieutenant Grand Master, H.E  
Bailiff Victor M. Xuereb, OSJ fully backed up and helped by the Grand Commander, played a crucial role 
in this unification.    H.E. the Grand Commander, Paul M. Borg OSJ, had taken a remarkable and active 
responsibility on the International level and mostly in respect to the Russian Grand Priory.

While taking the opportunity to congratulate all the ‘old’ members who had taken the initiative to come 
up with such a small but splendid celebration held for the said occasion, may I sincerely hope that the 
young generation within The Malta Priory will take up their responsibilities for the future of the Russian 
Grand Priory in safeguarding the Seat of the Order in Malta.

It is my fervent hope that all of us, Sisters and Brothers of the Order, will continue to strive for unity and 
commitment among one another with the sole purpose of continuing to live up to our motto “Pro Fide, 
Pro Utilitale Hominum”.

May the Lord be with us all.

Bailiff  Michel Bohé OSJ, CMSJ
Lieutenant Grand Master 

The Lieutenant Grand Master of the Order                         
 H.E. Bailiff  Michel Bohé  OSJ, CMSJ   
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50 years ago  -  Sunday, the 8th of March 1964.  The Russian 
Grand Priory of Malta was not as yet in existence. The pioneers 
(refer to page 24), fourteen in number, had gathered in the 
Knights Lounge of the Phoenicia Hotel, Floriana to hold the first  
investiture and give birth to ‘The Malta Priory’.

Bailiff Professor Gaston Tonna Barthet was the Prior who  
together with another two of the said fourteen pioneers,  
namely Cmdr. of Justice, Notary Ivo Muscat Azzopardi, and 
Cmdr. of Grace, George J. Vella,  have laid the foundation stone 
which led to the existence of our present Grand Priory.  Bailiff  
Tonna Barthet became the Grand Prior when ‘The Malta  
Priory’ was elevated to a Grand Priory by Royal Warrant of the late 
King Peter II on the 22nd February 1970.    This Royal Warrant has  
given our Grand Priory the name of ‘Russian Grand Priory of 
Malta’.

Having inherited the works of my predecessors who were to follow Bailiff Tonna Barthet, namely, Bailiff 
Joseph Storace, Bailiff  Dr. Victor Captur, Bailiff Ronald Norris and Bailiff Victor Xuereb, I cannot but 
not appreciate all the time and energy that had been put in by the said Grand Priors.so as to leave, to the  
present Russian Grand Priory of Malta, no stone unturned to solidify such a wealth of goodwill and  
altruism.

Throughout the years, the motto of our Order “Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum” has continually been 
kept alive through the guidance and spiritual help given by our Prelates to whom I cannot but not give my 
heartfelt thanks.  Special thanks go to all those Knights and Dames who in more ways than one have been 
and are continually helping to maintain the wellbeing of our Grand Priory.   At this point, the opportunity 
is taken to voice out to the young members of our Priory the necessity for them to take an active part in 
maintaining the wellbeing and the existence of our Grand Priory.   

I will close by giving thanks to the Almighty One who in his infinite wisdom has always provided the 
Order with upright leaders who have kept the banner of our Order held high so as to live up to the motto 
of our Order “Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum”

Paul M. Borg                                                                                                                                                     
H.E. The Grand Commander  OSJ

The Grand Commander OSJ                                                                                                                           
 H.E. Bailiff  Paul M. Borg OSJ Grand Prior of the Russian Grand Priory of Malta   
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In this very secularized world, where “people are again adoring the gold-
en calf ”, as Pope Francis told us, we are living in a world where the human 
and spiritual values are often obliterated by wars, violence, genocides; often  
carried out in the name of religion. 
Today, in some lands one needs courage to profess the Christian faith  
because there is a lot of persecution and discrimination against Christians 
going on.
Since the early days of their foundation by Blessed Gerard, the Orders of 
Chivalry always professed and fought for the faith.
Today Pope Francis said “We have more martyrs than in early Christianity” 

and the United Nations affirmed that “Christians are the most persecuted today”.
This is why all Knights and Dames have not only to profess being “Pro fide”, but also give witness of their 
faith through humanitarian actions wherever they are. This is the Vision and Mission of the OSJ motto.
Faith is interwoven with action, for the common good of all men without distinction of race or creed. 
We are now called to give humanitarian and social aid to all who are in need, because of poverty and 
persecution.
In Malta for centuries the Knights were bastions of faith and relief. St John’s Co-Cathedral in Valletta is 
a living monument to our motto: Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum
Monsignor Charles G. Vella  KSJ                                                                                                                                     
Prelate of the Order

Chevalier Monsignor   Charles G. Vella  KSJ   
Prelate of the Order 
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Our Lady of Philermos
The Madonna of Mount Phileremos, a Byzantine icon [Tempera on wood, 44 x 36 cm], may have 
been in Rhodes before the Hospital arrived in 1306, and by 1396, at the latest, it was an object 
of popular devotion which worked miracles and was revered by both Latins and Greeks. The  
Phileremos Madonna was considered by the Knights as their most precious possession. It got 
its name from the sanctuary on Mount Phileremos in Rhodes which was already the centre of a 
popular cult before the Knights conquered the island in 1306-9. 
After the death of Grand Master and Protector Czar Paul I in 1801, the icon, covered with a gold  
riza set with precious stones, was transferred to the Winter Palace at St. Petersburg. It survived the 
Bolshevik revolution of 1917 because, when the palace was stormed, it was in a church at Gatchina, 
together with the other relics. In 1920,  the Empress, Maria Feodorowna, who had sought asylum 
in her native Denmark took the icon and the relics with her. Before she died in 1928, the empress  
entrusted them to her daughters, the Grand duchesses Xenia Alessandrowna and Olga  
Alessandrowna, who passed them to the President of the Synod of the Russian Orthodox Bishops 

in Exile, Archbishop Antoniye of Kieff and Galizia. They were taken to the newly built Russian church in Berlin but, in 1929, they 
were transferred to Belgrade where in April 1932 they were officially consigned to the custody of Alexander I of Yugoslavia who was 
Protector of the Order between 1801 and 1825. They were kept in the chapel of the royal palace of Dedinje until 1941 when owing 
to the threat of the Nazi invasion they were, apparently, sent to the Orthodox Monastery of Ostrog, near Niksic, in Montenegro.  In 
2013an investiture of 10 postulants from Montenegro received the knighthood from the Grand Commander H.E Paul Borg GCSJ  
within the Order of St.John under the constitution of King Peter II of Yugoslavia. After the ceremony H.E Grand Commander 
Paul M.Borg was proudly shown around the monastery and the relics of the Order. He was then donated a facsimile of the icon 
of Our Lady of Philermos which is proudly kept at the OSJ International Headquarters in Valletta. 



4



5



In the history of the Russian Order in Malta there will always remain six memorable landmarks which are: 

1st.  The institution of the Malta Priory, on the 8th March 1964.   In 1959, during the reign of Colonel Paul Granier  
 de Cassagnac the order came to resettle in Malta.   The Malta Priory was instituted on 8th March 1964. 

2nd.  On March 19th, eleven days after the institution of the Malta Priory, H.M Peter II, legitimized the Order by  
 giving it a new Constitution to meet 20th century demands.   This original Constitution, which is in French,  
 was brought over to Malta from Switzerland by the Order’s Ambassador, Commander Ivo Muscat Azzopardi  
 and placed in the National Notary Archives in Valletta.

3rd.  The Malta Priory made, without the blowing of any trumpets, notable achievements within the first decades  
 of its existence.   A powerful weapon, the Bulletin OSJ, first published in autumn 1964, was the means by  
 which the Priory’s message for help, towards the sick, the poor and the needy was made over the five continents. 
 
4th.  The Malta Priory was elevated to a Grand Priory by Royal Warrant signed by H.M King Peter II of Yugoslavia  
 and further confirmed by L.G.M Prince Sergei Sergeivitch Troubetskoy. 

5th.  The opening of a fund for the purchase of a World Headquarters, a large house, number 223, St Paul Street  
 Valletta, Malta on the 1st April 1973.   The fund was opened by a donation of $ 1,000 by H.M  King Peter II  
 specifically for the purchase of the said house to serve as the World Headquarters of the Order. 

6th.  Probably the greatest landmark was reached when the Order of St John of Jerusalem under the protection of  
 the Royal House of Yugoslavia was granted official recognition by the International Commission of the  
 Order of Chivalry on November 30th 1978.

4th Landmark:    Factors due to the Elevation of the Malta Priory to Grand Priory: 

1. The Malta Priory had played an important role in the memorable event of the election of King Peter II to the  
 Grand Mastership on January 3rd 1965. 

2. The Bailiff Prior of Malta, Professor Gaston Tonna Barthet, had brought to the attention of King Peter the  
 letter dated August 7th 1797, that the Grand Master Ferdinand von Hompesch had written  
 to the Czar Paul I on August 7th 1797. A copy of this letter is to be found at the World Headquarters in  
 Valletta. ( Refer to Page 5 ).

3. The Bailiff Prior of Malta submitted that implementation of Hompesch’s request be considered and that the  
 Malta Priory be elevated.    His Majesty agreed and signed a Royal Warrant on February 22nd 1970. Bailiff  
 Grand Prior of Malta contacted the L.G.M Prince Sergei Sergeivitsch Troubetskoy who confirmed in  
 Council the elevation of the Malta Priory to that of Grand Priory with jurisdiction over the Maltese Islands,  
 Great Britain, Ireland, Andorra, Italy, Switzerland, Portugal, Spain, San Marino, South France, Africa,  
 Australia and New Zealand. 

 The Grand Priory of Malta had already branched out to Great Britain and as far as Brisbane in Australia. A  
 Priory in England was in existence with Bailiff Prior Anthony S. Zammit in charge and also a Priory in  
 Brisbane with Bailiff Prior Roland Podesta in charge.

Memorable Landmarks 
4th Landmark
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Chevalier George J. Vella  Commander of Justice   
Member of the 1st Council of ‘The Malta Priory’ (1964), Editor of ‘The Bulletin’ 
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I find it hard to believe that 50 years have gone by since the institution of the 
Malta Priory within the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller.

It was a Sunday  -  the 8th of March 1964  -  when 14 out of the 21 prospective  
knights gathered for the ceremony of investiture which took place in the 
Knights Room at the Hotel Phoenicia, Floriana.    Seven of the 21 prospective 
knights were unavoidably absent.    Local newspapers reported this occasion 
as being the first official General Meeting of the Malta Priory of the Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem which was chaired by Bailiff Professor Gaston Tonna 
Barthet MBE, KGC., OSJ Officer d’ Academie, Prior of the Malta Priory. 

During the said meeting the investiture proper was preceded by the  
election of the members to form the first Council of the Malta Priory.   
These members represented a cross-section of professions which included  
Medicine, Law, Education, Engineering, Journalism, Architecture, Army 
and Civil Service.

It is to be noted that fifty years ago the Malta Priory fell within the European Section of the Sovereign Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem having the regnant Grand Master H.E. Colonel Paul de Granier de Cassagnac residing at 
Chateau de Couloume f ‘Mondebat in  France and under the protectorate of the House of the Karageorgevitch with  
King Peter II of Yugoslavia as protector.

Within the first decades of its existence, the Malta Priory made notable achievements.   A powerful weapon, the 
Bulletin OSJ, first published in Autumn 1964, was the means by which the Priory’s message for help, towards the 
sick, the poor and the needy was made over the five continents. 

By Royal Warrant of February 22nd 1970 signed by H.M King Peter II of Yugoslavia and further confirmed by 
L.G.M Prince Sergei Sergeivitch Troubetskoy. the Malta Priory was elevated to a Grand Priory of Russia in Malta 
with jurisdiction over the Maltese Islands, Great Britain, Ireland, Andorra, Italy, Portugal, Spain, San Marino, 
South France, Africa, Australia and New Zealand. 

I still cannot believe that fifty years have passed from that day of my investiture as a knight of the Order of St. 
John.   At that time, at a young age of 31, I was the youngest member of the group invested and the youngest  
member of the first Council of the Malta Priory.

The commemorative photo of the said first Council of the Malta Priory which appears on one of the five personalized  
stamps issued for the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of our Priory gives me unforgettable memories.  For 
me, it was a magnificent historic day. 

Grateful to almighty God and to my colleagues I, at present, feel honoured to form part of the present Council of 
the Malta Priory. This time, however, with the significant difference that I am the oldest member.

Ihe inspiration by the eight beatitudes which had enriched our first Knights of our Order in their way of life 
and hospitality towards the sick, the poor and the needy, fills me with that enthusiasm which is still living in our  
present members always faithful to our motto Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum. 
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Vision and Mission of 
The Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller

[Under the constitution given by His Late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia]
As a Knight / Dame of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem we are committed to our Motto:

“Pro Fide – Pro Utilitate Hominum”.

ViSiON:
•	 To	 be	 known	 in	 our	 local	 society	 and	 church	 community	 as	The	Humanitarian	Organisation,	 having	 the	 
 ability, the competence and the commitment to work for people in need. 
•	 To	be	known	as	a	Christian	Ecumenical	Order	with	roots	deep	into	the	history	of	knighthood,	which	have	 
 given us the inspiration to work as an Order in modern times adjusted to the society of today.
•	 To	 unify	 under	 the	 Constitution	 of	 King	 Peter	 II.	 of	 Yugoslavia	 all	 Units	 and	 Orders	 which,	 because	 of	 
 historical fragmentations, are now separated from one another.
•	 To	create	that	common	front,	which	will	make	the	Order	recognizable	all	over	the	world.
•	 To	ensure	fundamental	values,	such	as	a	Christian	lifestyle,	loyalty	to	the	Order,	compassion	and	charity	to	 
 others.

MiSSiON:
•	 To	work	on	our	projects	with	dedication	so	as	to	ensure	results	of	a	high	standard..
•	 To	make	the	white	Maltese	Cross	known	as	the	symbol	of	our	historical	Christian	roots.	
•	 To	continue	to	work	for	unifying	separate	Units	and	Orders	under	the	Constitution	of	King	Peter	II.	
•	 To	work	for	homogeneity	in	mantle,	insignia	and	ceremonies	whilst	respecting	cultural	diversity.	
•	 To	encourage	and	ensure	a	humble	attitude	 for	all	work	done	 for	 the	Order	and	 for	 its	motto	and	not	 for	 
 fulfilling personal ambitions.

COdEx OF KNiGHtHOOd:

1. To know the history and traditions of the Order. 
2. To work with dedication in Christian, Ecumenical Matters.
3. To be aware of the need existing among fellow human beings.
4. To be kind, open minded and obliging.
5. To personally concentrate on ethic and moral demands so as to improve our own attitudes.
6. To be responsible and respectful to all others. 
7. To help, relieve and comfort those who are in need.
8. To work voluntarily for the Order in charitable and administrative duties.
9. To be loyal, faithful and respectful to the Order.
10. To live a Christian lifestyle and to feel honoured for having the privilege of wearing the white Maltese Cross.

    
     Thorkild Hagn-Meincke                                           Paul  M.  Borg
HE The Grand Councilor  OSJ                              HE The Grand Commander  OSJ
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Philatelic Anniversary Commemorations
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Situated in Valletta, the capital of Malta, directly in 
front of the old university stands the International 
Head Quarters of the Order of St John of Jerusalem, 
Knights Hospitaller.

This beautiful two storey Baroque ‘Palazzino Sapienti’ 
at 223 St. Paul Street, dates from 1629 when Fra Nikolo  
Sollima, then the University rector, was recorded as re-
siding directly opposite the University’s entrance. (da 
Strada San Paolo)

The Facade of the Palazzino is adorned with seashell 
carvings on the limestone balcony supports. Flanking 

the main entrance one finds two doors leading to a horse drawn carriage and Sedan storage place, whilst 
the other side was used for the carriage horses and other beasts. The two windows on the 4” thick doors 
indicate that a minimum of four horses were kept therein.    Barred up doorways leading directly from 
the inside of the Premises to both the said adjacent spaces are still visible.

Resided at the Palazzino Sapienti were notable tenants such as 
(i) Capitano Antonio Garzin was active in Valletta between 1626 and 1650.   He was involved in the  
 erection of Luqa Parish church in 1626 and designed the Plan for the Dominican Priory at Rabat  
 in 1630.  It is to be noted that Captain  A. Garzin lived in at least 3 other different addresses in  
 Valletta apart from Strada San Paolo, 223.
(ii) Mons Onorato Bres who in 1812 spoke with the recently imposed British administration on behalf  
 of the badly treated Maltese. 
(iii) Professor John Austin from the University of London resided at the place in August 1836 whilst  
 conducting the first British colonial census held in Malta. 
(iv) Giuseppe Ceccato from Verona, Italy worked for the Manuel Theatre as sceneographer on 20th  

 December 1854 and his residence address is given as 223, Strada San Paolo, Valletta.
(v) Michelangelo degiorgio LL.d. resided at the premises between 1860 and 1900 (as per voting  
 documents).
(vi) Luigi Camilleri LL.d (later Chief Justice, Sir) was resident in 1920 (as per voting documents).

Palazzino Sapienti was purchased by the Russian Grand Priory of Malta to house the Seat of the Order of 
St John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller.   The said premises were acquired in two parts as per separate 
Deeds of Purchase entered into on the 1st February 1981 and on the 2nd March 1984.

REFERENCES:
List of men eligible to vote for members of the Council of the Government 1860,1870,1880,1900 and 1920 
(Government gazette)                                                                                                                                                                                 
Manuel Theatre Archives held at Santu Spirtu, Rabat, Malta                                                                                                                                                   
Malta Police Force Museum, Floriana, Malta 
Memorie Salviati                                                                                                                                                                                       
Memoirs of Bailiff C..L. Marguerat

The International Headquarters                                                                                                                               
Notable Tenants
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Grand Priors                                                                                                                                                                                                   
{1970  -  2014}                                                                                                                                                                                                           

of                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Russian Grand Priory of Malta 
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Bailiff Dr. Victor Captur                    
1987 - 1991 

 

Bailiff Joseph Storace                    
1985 - 1987 

 

Bailiff Ronald H. Norris                    
1991 - 1994 

 

Bailiff Gaston Tonna Barthet                    
1960 - 1985 

 

Bailiff Victor M. Xuereb                    
1994 - 1999 

 

Bailiff Paul M. Borg                    
2002 - 2014 
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H.E. dame Alice Infantino  OSJ                                                                                 
Prior of the Priory of Sicily

“Cari Fratelli e Sorelle in San Giovanni”
In occasione del  50° Anniversario del rientro a Malta del Gran Priorato Russo, mi è gradita 
occasione per porgerLe,  a nome di tutti i Cavalieri e Dame del Priorato di Sicilia, le nostre  
felicitazioni  per l’ attività  sin qui svolta.
E’ per tutti noi un onore ed un privilegio far parte di quest’Ordine che da quasi mille anni si 
prodiga in modo straordinario per aiutare il prossimo in tutto il mondo.  
Devotamente Vostra in Cristo Re e San Giovanni.  

Il Priore
Dama Alice Infantino DJSJ

H.E. Bailiff Paul Dixon OSJ
Prior of the Priory of Ireland

The Priory of Ireland within The Russian Grand Priory of Malta represents The Order of St. John 
of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller in Ireland.

The Priory was established in Ireland in 2003 with its headquarters in Co Wicklow.  At present 
there are six members - one of whom now lives in the UK as a practising doctor of  psychology.

Although the Priory is not registered as a charitable organisation in Ireland, it raises funds 
annually for charitable purposes, mainly donating to help the homeless. All funds come from 
private donations.

As the Priory is such a small one it is difficult to expand on the work mentioned above;  to expand the group  in Ireland 
is problematic.

The Prior
Bailiff  Paul McA Dixon OSJ

H.E. Chev. Miguel Llorens Izquierdo  KJSJ                                                   
Prior of the Priory of Spain                                                                                                     

Dear Serving Brothers and Sisters, 

We would like to send you, from the Priory of Spain, our most sincere gratitude for the warm  
welcome we have received from you in the Great Russian Priory of Malta.

It is for us an honour, to be part of the Order of Saint John in which we have been able to feel   
the hospitality from the very beginning, and are happy to be able to celebrate with you the  50th 
Aniversary of our Order. 

It is a privilege for us to belong to the Great Russian Priory of Malta, as we share the values of loyalty, brotherhood, 
charity and love for our neighbour.

The Prior
Chev. Miguel Llorens Izquierdo  KJSJ
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Chevalier Louise Loossens, Commander of Justice
Prior of the Priory of St. Alexander Nevski

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John,
On such an occasion  -  the 50th anniversary of the inauguration of ‘The Malta Priory’ which in 
1970 was elevated to the now existing Russian Grand Priory of Malta  -  I find it fitting to place 
the history of the origin of the Priory of St Alexander Nevski within the said Russian Grand  
Priory of Malta.

The three founder members of this Orthodox Priory were the deceased Prior, Bailiff Jean-Louis 
Van De Kerckhove, the deceased Vice Prior, Chevalier René Bol, and myself.

On April 6, 1990, Bailiff Van De Kerckhove send a letter to The Headquarters in Malta addressed to the Grand 
Prior Bailiff Victor Captur and to Bailiff C.G.Bonello, by which H.E. the Prior, Bailiff Van De Kerckhove, requested  
permission to create in the capital city of Brussels the Russian Orthodox Priory "Saint Alexander Nevski".

On May 4, 1990, H.E. Grand Prior Bailiff Victor Captur, confirmed that the "Grand Council" had approved the  
request and agreed with the creation and integration of the Priory of St. Alexander Nevski within the Russian Grand 
Priory of Malta..   This integration was confirmed in 2003 by a concordat signed between the Priory Saint Alexander 
Nevski and The Russian Grand Priory of Malta.   To-date, the Priory St. Alexander Nevski still lies within the Russian 
Grand Priory of Malta.

After the decease of Bailiff J-L Van De Kerckhove in 2007 and Vice Prior René BOL in 2008, a few members resigned 
- some because they moved to the south of France, and others because they were not in agreement with the ritual of 
our investitures.    Now, the Priory is left with those members who have held on with confidence to the ritual of the 
investiture and who remain in full compliance with the motto of our Order “Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum”.
In June 2014, the Priory was blessed with 2 newly invested members. Others are under investigation.

Yours in Christ and Saint John.

The Prior
Chevalier Louis Loossens   CJSJ

The Grand Marshal  OSJ
H.E. Bailiff  Roberto Volpe  
Prior of the Priory of Italy

Cari Fratelli e Sorelle in San Giovanni,
nell’anno in cui l’Ordine di San Giovanni di Gerusalemme Cavalieri Ospitalieri e tutti coloro che 
gli sono legati da vincoli spirituali o di amicizia, celebrano il mezzo secolo dalla fondazione del 
Priorato di Malta per volere di S.M. Re Pietro II di Jugoslavia e in  prossimità del secondo millennio  
dal martirio di San Giovanni il Battista, nostro Santo Patrono, giungano in Sede Magistrale i più 

fervidi auguri e rinnovati voti di fedeltà alla Costituzione da parte dei Cavalieri e Dame del Priorato d’Italia.

Balì  Roberto Volpe  OSJ                                                                                                                                                                
Gran Maresciallo e Priore d’Italia
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After 166 years since Napoleon had dissolved the Order from Malta in 1798, the Order had, in a round about way, 
returned to Malta.   Members of our Order were already present in Malta in the year 1959.   One of these members 
is still alive and active as a member of ‘The Malta Priory’. 

In 1962 , the Russian Grand priory in France was being led by the Lieutenant Grand Master, Colonel Paul de  
Granier de Cassagnac who  was able to gain for his group the Royal Protection of King Peter II of Yugoslavia.

During the reign of Colonel Paul de Granier de Cassagnac (1960 – 1964), 72nd Grand Master of the Order of St 
John of Jerusalem, members of our Order had already been meeting at 67 Glenfell Street St. Julians, Malta  -  the 
residence of Commander of Justice Ivo Muscat Azzopardi.   At this point, it is of interest to note that in 1962 a 
young Maltese priest studying in Rome had informed us that through research done on his part it was shown that 
our Order was one of those Orders accepted by the Holy See.

By 1964 there  were  at  least  21  prospective   knights  of  various   professions,  -  seven    of  whom  were unavoidably  
absent  -  who were gathered for the ceremony of investiture which took place in the Knights’ Room at the Hotel  
Phoenicia on the 8th March 1964.   This ceremony was to mark the beginning of the present Grand Priory of 
Malta which is, through the Hereditary Commanders and their successors to include the Grand Duke Alexander 
Mikhailovitch and the Russian Grand Priory in France, a direct descendant of the Russian Grand Priory with Tsar 
Paul I as Protector and Grand Master.

Of the fourteen said members that were present for the ceremonial, three of them were already invested Knights.   
One of them was the officer who was to represent the Grand Master – the Bailiff Prior, Professor Gaston Tonna 
Barthet.  Another was the Knight Commander, Solicitor Ivo Muscat Azzopardi, Ambassador of the Order to Malta 
who was to assist the Prior.   The third was the journalist George J. Vella who was to take charge of the ‘Bulletin 
OSJ’ in the following years. 

In the following year the Sovereign Military Order of Malta – the Papal Order – returned to Malta to organize 
itself under a Bailiff who was also at that time the ranking prelate of the Catholic Church in Malta.  The Sovereign 
Military Order of Malta ( SMOM ) returned to Malta in 1965.

In January 1965, King Peter came to oppose Cassagnac and with the help of Otto Schobert and a Maltese Professor, 
Gaston Tonna-Barthet created his own Order.  The supporters of King Peter, elected him as the 73rd Grand Master 
of the Order of which Cassagnac was the 72nd Grand Master.    Cassagnac refused to stand down, and King Peter 
formally resigned from the Cassagnac Order in April 1965 , to lead his own Order as Grand Master.     Malta, under 
the Prior Gaston Tonna Barthet, broke away from Cassagnac to join the King Peter’s organization in 1965.

By the late 1960s a number of groups, including the group organised by Charles Pichel, joined with King Peter's 
organization

King Peter, by his leadership of an "Order" within the tradition of the Hospitallers of St. John, provided by his own 
fonshonorum, transformed the Order into a true knightly fraternity.   King Peter II of Yugoslavia was indeed a 
Leader of an Order of St. John, known by the acronym of OSJ which via Russian Hereditary Knights in 1908 was 
a continuation of the Russian Grand Priory. 

In 1968, while remaining "High Protector", King Peter turned over the Grand Magistery to Prince Serge Troubetzkoy,  
formerly "Prior of the Russian Langue" of the original Shickshinny group.   Troubetzkoy was now the Lieutenant 
Grand Master of the Order King Peter's death in 1970 placed the OSJ into turmoil and his Order - with a succession  
of Knights via the King's own "fons honorum"  - was orphaned and a year after began to fragment and since then, 
as illustrated below, has continued to produce offshoots.

A Concise History
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1971 A group, led by Robert Formhals, broke away from Troubetzkoy, Prince Andrei of Yugoslavia, the  
 younger brother of King Peter, became ‘High Protector’ of this group to be known as the Formhals Order.

1977 Malta, under Grand Prior Gaston Tonna-Barthet breaks away from Troubetzkoy to elect Prince Andrei  
 as the 74th Grand Master of the Order with Its Seat and Head Quarters in Malta

1979 Reconciliation of Troubetzkoy and Malta with Prince Andrei as Protector and Grand Master of the Order  
 with its Seat and Headquarters in Malta. 

1987 Anthony Zammit, a member of the Council, sought to depose Prince Andrei, but only succeeded in  
 forming yet another group, claiming to be the authentic OSJ as Constituted by King Peter.  Zammit was  
 fortunate enough to gain the backing of Prince Karl Vladimir Karageorgevitch - one of Prince Andrei's  
 sons.  This in their eyes enhanced their status as claiming to be the true continuation of King Peter's OSJ.

1990 Prince Andrei died and the OSJ elected a regency Council based in Belgium.   At the same time the  
 Sovereign Council of the OSJ sought to reconcile the Zammit faction to no avail. 
 In August 1990  the Sovereign Council  convening in Brussels moved that 
 a) The Constitution given in custody to the  “Grand Priory of Malta” by the late King Peter II of  
  Yugoslavia and which was already deposited at the “National Notary Archives” in Valletta.
 b) The capital accumulated by the late Grand Prior Prof. Gaston Tonna Barthet.
 c)  The World Headquarters in Valletta were to be moved away from Malta to be transferred to Brussels. 

A stale-mate was reached and the Maltese representatives, Bailiff Bonello and Bailiff Xuereb finding no other  
alternative walked out of the meeting.   The Grand Priory of Malta seceded under its Grand Prior, Bailiff Victor 
Captur who had succeeded Tonna-Barthet, and became the centre of an Independent network of Priories in  
Europe and elsewhere.   By 1999, Victor Xuereb had become Lieutenant Grand Master of our "Order".  

Minutes of a Council Meeting, held at the HQ in Valletta, Malta reflect that this said Sovereign Council meeting 
held in Brussels was unlawfully convened since the two requirements set in the Constitution for the convening of 
a Sovereign Council had not been met with.

1991 The Belgian based OSJ became Incorporated by way of a Royal Charter granted by the King of the  
 Belgians (a standard method of Incorporation for top charities in Belgium).

1998  A further split arose within the OSJ between the Headquarters in Belgium and the new Headquarters in  
 Canada following the election of a Canadian Lieutenant Grand Master in 1994, which later operated  
 under Grand Master Robert G. Brodie and now operates under Grand Master David Rolfe.

1999 The OSJ under the Royal Belgic Charter, had ceased to identify itself as being part of the King Peter Order,  
 and had joined the Russian Hereditary Commanders group by then headquartered in New York.

2001  Alfred Kugler - alias "'Prince 'Alfred von Habsburg-Hohenberg" who had been a Prior under King Peter,  
 created the "Ordo Sancti Joannis Hospitalis Hierosolymitani Inc."

2003 Upon taking his new post of Grand Commander, Bailiff Paul M Borg began talks with Priories that had  
 in the past been within the fold of the OSJ (Malta) before their schism.    These said Priories,  being aware  
 of the need of returning back to that Order of St. John of Jerusalem with its Seat in Malta, furthered their  
 talks with Bailiff Borg and on the 14th October 2005 Priories and Commanderies from various branches  
 of other ‘Orders’ of St. John of Jerusalem signed a concordat of confederation at the World Headquarters  
 and Seat of the Order in Valletta, Malta.
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The Malta Priory Council in 1964
Sitting:  Chev.Joseph E. Storace ; Chev. Major John Bonello ; Comm. Ivo Muscat Azzopardi ; Bailiff Prior Prof.     

Gaston Tonna Barthet ; Chev. Dr. George Zammit ; Chev. Dr. Vincenzo Maria Pellegrini ; Chev. Salvino Xuereb ;  
Standing:  Chev. Major L. Manche ; Chev. Joseph DeConti Manduca ; Chev. Albert Cassola ; 

Chev. Dr. Joseph Morana ; Chev. Francois DeBarro ; Chev. Savior Savona ; Chev. George J. Vella.

The Malta Priory Council in 2014
Sitting:  Bailiff Herman German ; Bailiff Carol Marguerat ; Bailiff Grand Prior Paul M. Borg; 

Bailiff Joe Busuttil ; Bailiff John Micallef            
 Standing:  Chev. Richard Muscat KGSJ ;  Chev Derek Worton CJSJ ;  Dame Rosemary Worton DJSJ;  

Chev. Saviour Garcia KJSJ ; Chev. Vincenzo Catalano KSJ ; Chev. Alfred Difesa KGSJ; 
Dame Mary Josephine Zammit CGSJ                                                            

 inset:   Chev. George J. Vella CJSJ ;  Chev  Joe Grech KSJ;  Chev. Adrian Melbourne.



          Grand Master Ferdinand Von Hompesch     1797-1798
70th      Grand Master Paul i, Emperor of Russia     1798-1801
  Protector Alexander i of Russia      1801-1825
  Lieut. Grand Master Bailiff Count Nicholas Soltykoff   1801-1803
  Protector Nicholas i of Russia       1825-1855
  Protector Alexander ii of Russia      1855-1881
  Protector Alexander iii of Russia      1881-1894
  Protector Nicholas ii of Russia       1894-1917
71st       Grand Master Grand duke Alexander Mihailovich   1913-1933
                Lieut.  Grand Master William Soher Bryant    1933-1951
  Lieut.  Grand Master  Baron de Engelhardt Schellenstein       1951-1955
  Lieut.  Grand Master Count Frederick H. von Zeppelin   1956-1960
  Lieut.  Grand Master Colonel Paul de Granier de Cassagnac   1960-1962
72nd      Grand Master Colonel Paul de Granier de Cassagnac   1962-1964
73rd   Grand Master King Peter ii of Yugoslavia     1965-1970
  Lieut.  Grand Master  Prince Sergei S. troubetzkoy   1969-1970 
 74th     Grand Master Prince Andrej of Yugoslavia                      1970-1990
   Regency Grand Commander Victor xuereb    1990-1999
          Lieut. Grand Master Victor M. xuereb     1999-2007
            Lieut. Grand Master Michel Bohe      2007-

L i N E A G E:

The Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Russian Grand Priory



Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Russian Grand Priory of Malta


