
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Order of St. John, Present and Past 

 

 
Monsignor Charles Vella, Knight of Honour and member of the Grand Priory 

of Malta OSJ, at Mass with Pope Francis on February 17th. 
Another step forward for our Order. 

 
 

  
The International Order of St. John marked the 900th anniversary of the founding of the Order 

by issuing the commemorative medal shown above. 
The Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller is directly descended from the close 

collaboration of crusader knights with the hospitaller activities of the hospice founded by 
Amalfi merchants for pilgrims in Jerusalem before the turn of the 11th century. The resultant 
knight/hospitaller organization was formally recognized as a military Order by Pope Pascal II 
in a Papal Bull dated February 15, 1113. In 2013 we celebrated our 900th anniversary! Our 

mission remains what it was 900 years ago: 
“Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum” For Faith, For Service to Humanity.
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Greetings from the Lt. Grand Master 
 
Excellencies, Brothers and Sisters in St. 
John. 
 
The new Herald is here! 
 
Let it be a beacon of light for all members 
of our Order; and a source of inspiration 
and information for everyone. 
 
May it always shine forth the values of 
our Order, “pro fide” the first part of our motto; to be engaged as 
motivated Christians with a high level of spirituality, of which the 
key should always be a deep and meaningful prayer life. 
 
If everyone fulfils their task the way he or she promised as Knight 
and Dame, then we are indeed of high standard and a meaningful 
group within the world society. 
 
Our Order of its Knights and Dames Hospitaller of St. John of 
Jerusalem, have a noble mission to move in this quickly evolving 
world. 
 
Our knighthood and brotherhood should be our strongest assets. 
Together we can do great things for mankind. 
 

Working together we will continue to accomplish our sacred 
mission of serving the sick, poor, and those in need, as we have 
done over the centuries.  Our genuine love for our brothers and 
sisters and the Order is our strength and our beacon to meet the 
international challenges of today’s world. 
 
Let us certainly not forget our deceased brothers and sisters who 
have passed away in recent years. 
 
Many of them were convincing, knightly “builders of bridges”. A 
sincere prayer would indeed be a sign of our greatest respect for 
them. 
 
We also rejoice in the latest expansion of the Order. We mention a 
newly added Priory in Spain, and new Commanderies in Monte 
Negro and in the USA who all have joined our ranks. 
 
I express my sincere words of thanks to all, who have helped to 
realize this.  In a forthcoming edition, I will come back again to 
our duties within the Order, keeping in mind constantly our 
Motto, “pro fide, pro utilitate hominum” 
 
The Herald will become a success if all Commandaries and 
Priories continue to pass on information, suggestions and reports 
in a disciplined manner. 
 
May I wish you all joy and friendship.  It is my sincere wish that 
the Herald may be a brotherly link between all Commandaries and 
Priories worldwide. 
 
May God bless you all! 
 
Yours in Christ and St. John, 
 
Michel Bohé GCSJ 
Lt. Grand Master 
 

 

Introduction  
 
Excellences, and members of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem 
Knights Hospitaller.  
 
I am glad to provide you with the latest international news of our 
Order, which has recently made great strides, and highlights of the 
accomplishments of our members and leadership during the past 
months. In addition, I have revamped the International Herald to 
include the following sections after considering the input I 
received from our Sovereign Council members who commented 
about what they would like to see in our Order’s International 
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Herald... We will feature in each issue: 1) an existing Grand 
Priory/Priory, 2) new Priories, Commanderies that join the Order, 
3) special events that have occurred since the last issue of the 
International Herald, 4) a bulletin board that posts new knights 
and dames of the Order invested in a Grand Priory/Priory, 5) a 
bulletin board of upcoming events from an Grand Priory/Priory 
that would be of interest to members of the International Order, 
and 6) a synopsis of the proceedings of the Petite Counseil or the 
Sovereign Council. In this more concise format, I believe that our 
International Herald will provide an excellent format to provide 
our members with a focused synopsis of what is happening in our 
Order, and function as “the voice” of our international members. 
We will provide 4 issues a year.  For this, I am requesting that 
members of the Sovereign Council send any communications that 
they would like to share with the international membership, and 
notification of upcoming investitures that welcome new members 
to the Order to me directly.  All of this information will be 
featured in the bulletin board venues that focus on upcoming 
events.  The introduction of new Knights and Dames of the Order 
will also be posted in a bulletin board format to introduce these 
new members to the international community.  Last, I am 
requesting that Grand Priors/Priors volunteer to have their Grand 
Priory/Priory featured in upcoming International Herald feature 
articles to enable all members of the Order to become more 
familiar with their history and ongoing events. In this issue of the 
International Herald, The Priory of Italy, under the leadership of 
our Grand Marshall H.E. Roberto Volpe, has graciously agreed to 
begin our feature series on introducing our Grand Priories/Priories 
to members of the International Order. 
 
As the Grand Counselor, I am delighted 
to share this issue with you and 
encourage the members of the Sovereign 
Council to distribute the International 
Herald to their chapter’s membership.  
 
Sincerely,  
Dr. Vincent R. Bonagura  
Grand Counselor GCSJ 
 

 

Featured Priory: The Italian Priory  
 
It can be argued that without Italy, the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem would not exist. Even if France ever becomes the 
country that is most represented in the Order, it is important to 
note that the founders of the Order were the Italians of Amalfi. 
The first six of the seven provinces of the Order in Europe that 
were listed in the Bull Pie postulatio voluntatis of 1113 were 

Italian: specifically Asti, Pisa, Bari, Otranto, Taranto and 
Messina, and the Provencal Saint Gilles.  
 
Italians were also the Order’s most representative painters: 
Michelangelo Merisi, known as Caravaggio, and Mattia Preti, 
known as the Calabrian. For Cavavaggion, we have to 
acknowledge the most important masterpiece of our Order, the 
portrait of our patron Saint St. John in the Cathedral of St, John in 
Valletta,  and  the beautiful decoration of that same Cathedral 
painted by Cathedral. The role of the Grand Admiral of the Order 
was developed by the “Langue of Italy” and by six Grand Masters 
of the Order who were also Italians.  
 
In more recent times, when Paul de Granier Cassagnac transferred 
the Order from the United States to France in 1962, as specificed 
in the will of the late Grand Master Alexander Mikhailovich, one 
of the first Priories to be formed was the Priory of Italy. Shortly 
after that, King Peter II established the Russian Priory of Malta 
(1964). The headquarters of the Priory had always been in 
Piedmont, probably because of its proximity to France, which was 
the home of the Priory of Cassagnac, that encompassed three 
different cities: Arona, Fossano, and today Moncalieri, that was 
the seat of the ancient Commandery of St. Egidio, which was 
cited in the “judicial process” of the Knights Templar.  
 
Presently, the Priory of Italy is divided into eight Commanderies: 
Cisalpine Lombardo-Veneto, Trentino, South Tyrol, Tuscania, 
Montefeltro, Marca and Picenum, and Apulia, and  includes a 
total of 10 regions of Italy. After providing substantial 
philanthropic support for the sick and the poor in Italy, in 2001, 
the Priory of Italy began humanitarian missions overseas: 7 in 
Afghanistan, 3 in Albania, 1 in Cameroon, 1 in Kosovo, 1 in 
Poland and Ukraine, 2 in Cape Verde, 1 in India and Romania, 1 
in Burkina-Faso, 1in Côte d'Ivoire, 1 in Eritrea, 1 in Morocco, and 
1 in Togo.  The Priory of Italy has also provided support for 
catastrophic events, such as devastating  hurricanes and fires, in 
Australia, Malta, the United States, and Tasmania.  
 
Several of these missions were carried out in cooperation with 
units of the Italian Army which were engaged in Peace Missions 
(KFOR and ISAF). For this reason, the Priory of Italy was 
awarded the Medal Loya Jirga from the Provisional Government 
of Afghanistan in 2003, and 5 members of the Priory of Italy were 
decorated with the NATO medal for outstanding contributions in 
2001. Among the most significant works of the Priory of Italy 
overseas was the cooperative construction of two clinics 
(Piedmont and Belluno), a hospital and a school in Kabul, medical 
centers in Cameroon and Poland, and a school and aqueduct in 
India.  
 
In the last few years the Priory of Italy became a victim of the 
political and economic crises that presently exists in Italy, slowing 
the collection of monetary support for the sick and poor.  
However, with the economic upturn in Europe, our philanthropic 



 
 

pg. 4 
 

efforts have been reinvigorated.   The Priory of Italy has focused 
on educating the Italian public about the “Order” and the multiple 
factions that have developed over the centuries. This education 
process will help increase the awareness of the Italian public of 
our Order, what our mission is, and the many projects we support 
both within and outside Italy.  
  
For these reasons, Italian Dames and Knights today have focused 
their charitable activities that processed through our Order, and 
they have concentrated their efforts on providing comprehensive 
information to the Italian public about our Order. They have also 
begun to establish new contacts with the Vatican, see photo page 
1, the civil Italian authorities, and whenever possible, crowned 
heads of Europe, see photo below of Prince Albert of Monaco. 
There have also been new contacts made with some important 
members of the Roman Order (SMOM) in Italy.  The Priory of 
Italy has also organized two concerts of classical music, one with 
Massimo Marin, First Concertmaster of the Teatro alla Scala, and 
the second with the pianist Riccardo Cambri.   
 

 
HSH Prince Albert II graciously accepts the gift of a copy of our 

official history from a delegation of the Priory of Italy OSJ. 
 
The future goals of the Priory of Italy are to: 1) increase our 
collaborative efforts to help the sick and the poor, 2) better inform 
the Italian public about what our Order is and does for the needy 
in Italy, and 3) improve the Italian public’s understanding of the 
branches of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, further clarifying 
that our Order is an authentic international branch of the Order of 
St. John.   
 
Submitted by H.E. Roberto Volpe, Grand Marshal OSJ  
 

                                       

Langue of Aragon – The new OSJ Priory of 
Spain 
 
In the early 14th century, with the acquisition of Rhodes and other 
islands of the Archipelago, the Order of St. John of Jerusalem had 
a territory and a population; therefore the Order became a 
sovereign state. New Knights came from all over Europe to 
Rhodes and it became common place that these Knights would 
associate with those who also spoke their language and shared 
their traditions.  None the less, they also learn the languages and 
cultures of other Knights from European countries other than their 
own.  However, the Order’s “Chapter General” meeting in 
Montpellier in 1319, agreed to group the “hospitallers” according 
to their common native language, the so-called “Langues” or 
Tongues. Each of these included separate Priories or Grand 
Priories, Bailiwicks and Commanderies. There were initially 
seven Langues from the following territories/countries: Provence, 
Auvergne, France, Italy, Aragon, England and Germany.  In 1492 
Castille and Portugal separated from the Langue of Aragon and 
constituted the eighth Langue of Catille.  
 
The Langue of Aragon was the second most important Langue of  
the Order, just behind Provence. The Grand Masters: Juan 
Fernandez de Heredia, Juan de Homedes y Coscon, Raphael and 
Nicolas Cotoner, Ramon Perellos, were all members of Langue of 
Aragon. After the loss of Malta, the Spanish Knights returned to 
the Iberian provinces and after the assassination of Tsar Paul I, 
they refused the election of the Grand Master supported by the 
Pope, because this Papal intervention did not conform to the 
“ancient statutes”. On January 20th 1802, they elected King Carlo 
IV of Spain, their new Grand Master. By Royal Decree of King 
Carlo IV the Spanish Knights became "Los Reales Caballeros 
Hospitalarios Espanoles de San Juan Bautista". In another decree 
on 4 September 1885, King Alfonso XII of Spain, on application 
to Pope Leone XIII, dissolved the Spanish Order, and he invited 
the Knights to join the Order of Rome. Don Edouardo Palou y 
Flores and other members of the Spanish Order who did not 
recognize SMOM as their new Order, gathered together as an 
independent Order: “Orden de Caballeros Hospitalarios de San 
Juan Bautista de Cádiz”, with a Chapter in Madrid, Cadice, 
Siviglia and Barcellona. In 1962, when Col. Paul de Cassagnac 
and King Peter II brought OSJ back to Europe, part of the Spanish 
Knights joined them. After the separation instituted by de 
Cassagnac and King Peter II, these Knights followed the 
Yugoslav Sovereign into the Russian Grand Priory of Malta. 
Eleven years after the death of King Peter II,  and aunanimous 
vote, the Latin Priorates of Saint John, gathered in an 
extraordinary assembly and officially proclaimed in 1981, that 
their Hereditary Protector and Sovereign Grand Master of the 
Order was to be HRH the Prince Dolgoruky-Alexis de Anjou, 
Duke of Durres. Prince Alexis was the grandson of Prince 
Nicholas Dolgoruky of Ukraine, who was Volodar (Ephemeral 
King) of Subcarpatic Ukraine. During the month of March, 1939, 
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he had to leave the throne because of the annexation of this 
country by the Hungarians, who were allied with  Germany. 
Prince Nicholas then married the Grand Duchess Marie 
Nicolaievna Romanov. Following this historic decision, the Priory 
of Aragon separated from the Priory of Castile, and returned to 
the Order of King Peter II. In December 2013 H.E. Prior Miguel 
Llorens Izquierdo, accompanied by several Dames and Knights of 
the Order, signed the Concordat of 2006 and swore fidelity to the 
Royal Constitution of King Peter II given to the Order in 1964.  
 
Our new Priory of Spain encompasses Andalusia, Aragon, 
Asturias, Cantabria, Castile and Leon, Extremadura, Galicia, the 
Balearic Islands, Canary Islands, Madrid, Murcia, Navarra, and 
other Commanderies. The Prior has the honorary title of 
"Castellano of Amposta" and the Priory currently consists of 145 
members who are very active in providing humanitarian aid, 
particularly in South America. In 2013, their charitable 
contribution to our Order, despite their split from the old Spanish 
Order, represented a third of the total philanthropic giving by the 
Order to the sick and the poor. Their last project sent seven 
ambulances to refugee camps of Syria. We proudly welcome this 
distinguished Priory and their 145 members as brothers and sisters 
of the International Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights 
Hospitaller.  
 
Submitted by H.E. Roberto Volpe Grand Marshal OSJ 
 

 

The New Commandery of Montenegro 
 
Late in the evening on Thursday the 26th of September 2013 H.E. 
Bailiff Peter Gabrielsen and his wife Bodil landed in the airport in 
the capital of Montenegro Podgorica, and were received by 
Commander Hans Melgaard Andersen, Lene Juel Mosbæk, and 
their good friends Vasilije Pejovic (also known as Vaso) and 
Grand Commander Paul Borg. These six took part in an 
investiture on Saturday the 28th of September 2013, where Vaso 
and 8 others were to be invested, and together, they would form a 
new OSJ Commandery in Montenegro.  
 
The prehistory of this new Commandery is long and fascinating. 
Vaso and Hans Melgaard have had a long standing friendship, 
beginning in 1986, and both are acquainted the Montenegrinian 
Archbishop Mihailo. Exactly one year before this investiture, 
September 2012, all three of them met in Vaso’s restaurant in the 
City of Budva, where the idea was born to form a Commandery in 
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller. The 
Archbishop knew many people, including Bozidar Nikolic, 
President for the Academy of Science and Arts in Montenegro, 
and they brought together a number of people interested in joining 

the Order and forming a 
new OSJ Commandery. 
They all were informed 
about what the Order was 
about and they then 
petitioned to join the Order. 

 
Thus the road to 
knighthood and a new OSJ 
Commandery began, 
however, these proceedings 

were not without setbacks.  Bozidar Nikolic, also known as Bozo, 
stood as the guide and coordinator of this project, and in the 
middle of these preparations he became seriously ill was 
hospitalized, and very recently passed away. As a result of his 
illness, he was unable to be invested, or continue to be the 
vanguard of the preparations to begin the new OSJ Commandery 
in Montenegro.  However, the others took up the task, coordinated 
their efforts, formed the new Commandery, but Bozo’s illness 
delayed the investiture.  
 

 
     The OSJ delegation with the Archbishop Mihailo 
 
In addition, Montenegro became a sovereign state in 2006, 
officially separated nationally and politically from Serbia, 
although this independence did not apply to church matters. While 
Serbia claims clerical sovereignty in Montenegro, Archbishop 
Mihailo doesn’t conform to this political tenet. However, this 
situation made it difficult to find a church to perform the 
investiture.  
 
None the less, Hans Melgaard went to Montenegro on the 22nd of 
September and “set matters right”. He found a beautiful small 
church high up in the mountains, and on Saturday, the 26th of 
September, at 11 o’clock AM, the investiture take place. The 
investiture was performed in an Orthodox ceremony celebrated by 
the Archbishop and Priest Bojan Bojovic. Priest Bojan Bojovic 
himself, together with 8 others, was invested on that day in a 
beautiful and solemn ceremony. Their Excellencies Grand 
Commander Paul Borg, Peter Gabrielsen, Dame Bodil Gabrielsen, 
Hans Melgaard, and Lene represent the International Order, and 
they all participated in the various components of the investiture 
ceremony. H.E. Grand Commander Paul Borg knighted all of the 
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new members of the Order, as the Lt Grand Master’s 
representative using a local sword which was made in Toledo. 

Consistent with the Rules of the 
Order, Priest Bojan Bojovic was 
not touched by the sword, and he 
received the investiture accolade 
by “laying on of the hands”.  
 
After the traditional photo session, 
everybody drove to a restaurant 
beautifully situated high up in the 
mountains where they all 
celebrated the investiture with a 
very fine dinner. The first 
presentation was given by the 
President for the Montenegrin 

Fund for Solidarity Housing Development,  Danilo Popovic, who 
spoke on behalf of the newly invested members. He also 

presented H.E. Grand 
Commander Paul Borg with a 
beautiful copy of the famous 
icon representing the Holy 
Virgin Mary, see photo 
below, which according to 
tradition, was painted by the 
Evangelist Lucas.  
 
Afterwards, H.E. Grand 
Commander Paul Borg spoke 
and thanked all those present. 
He told the audience that he 
will place the copy of the 
icon in the Order’s 
Headquarters in Valletta. He 
then encouraged the newly 
invested members to forge a 

strong bond with each other, elect a Commander for their 
Commandery, and stay in touch with him the and Petit Conseil, 
whenever they needed counsel or guidance.  
 
Archbishop Mihailo spoke next and reminded everyone that 
Christ is the Head of all Christian Churches, emphasizing that no 
single Church can monopolize Christ. In conjunction with that 
statement, he expressed great joy over the fact that the Order is 
“truly ecumenical” and has members and priests from all major 
Christian denominations”.  
 
Next, Vaso spoke and thanked everyone who had contributed to 
the wonderful investiture which he acknowledged was the product 
of the efforts made by all of the new knights. He promised to do 
what he needed to do to get the Commandery off to a great start. 
Last, Hotelowner Zarko Radulovic spoke. He also thanked the 
group and promised to work diligently with the other members of 
the new Commandery to make it a success for the Order.  

After dinner, all the guests drove to the quite City of Cetinje, 
which is the old capital of Montenegro. Here, they all were invited 
inside a large monastery and the nearby National Museum where 
they all viewed the holy relics: St. John the Baptist’s preserved 
right hand and a splinter of the Holy Cross. The history of these 
relics includes their placement in Montenegro by the Order in 
1798.  
 
During the Order’s possession of these relics, which they acquired 
when the Order was in Cyprus in 1306, the Order preserved these 
relics and brought them from Cyprus to Rhodes, and then to 
Malta.  In 1798 the knights brought them to St. Petersburg, where 
Czar Paul I adorned them with a ring of precious jewels, which 
still surround them today.  After the Russian Revolution in 1917, 
the Dowager Empress Maria Feodorovna, gave them to the Danes, 
known as the “Dagmar”, who brought them and the Empress  to 
Crimea, and then to Copenhagen in 1919.  
 
After her death in 1928 they were passed on to the Royal House 
of Karageorjevitj. During the Second World War, they were 
brought to safety to a monastery in Montenegro, where they now 
have a permanent resting place in the Montenegro National 
Museum.  
 
It goes without saying that this new Commandery and these 
precious relics have great significance for the Order. This history 
outlined above and the presence of these relics had impact on the 
decision to establish this new Commandery in Montenegro. There 
are many reasons to congratulate the new members of the Order 
and we must all work together to help them  have a prosperous 
future This new “unit” will be organized as an independent 

 
 The Commandery of Montenegro 

Commandery directly under the Petit Consei, and presently has 9 
members who are working jointly on expanding their numbers 
and resolving practical matters to ensure their future success. The  
present members are all accomplished and influential members of 
Montenegro.  There are 7 knights and two dames of the Order. 
Among them is the  the Minister of Science, Sanja Vlahovic, a 
Mayor, several senior academics and prominent businessmen, 
who all are taking part in the development of this new country.  
            The members of the International Order who came to this 
investiture had time to also see this very beautiful country, with 



 
 

pg. 7 
 

mountains and coastlines that are adorned with a multitude of 
exotic fruits, including all kinds of citrus fruits, pomegranates, 
kiwi, grapes and others. The visiting OSJ members stayed in the 
City of Budva, which has an old town that was totally rebuilt after 
an earthquake in 1979. They also saw the medieval City of Kotor, 
and they recommend that all International OSJ members should 
visit Montenegro as tourists, meet members of the new OSJ 
Commandery, and enjoy this beautiful country.  
 
Submitted by: Bodil and H.E. Bailiff Peter Gabrielsen, Chancellor and 
Bailiff Lt Grand Commander Commandery Aros.  

 

 

50Th Anniversary of the Russian Grand 
Priory 

 
Fifty years of service in the Christian faith 

and welfare of the poor and needy 
Russian Grand Priory, Malta 

 
Fifty years has gone by!  Fifty years of nonstop endeavors that 
addressed the welfare of the poor and the needy, were molded 
with high Christian values and fortified by the ecumenical spirit 
of all of the members of the Order.  Our Order’s motto, “ Pro  
Fide - Pro Utilitate Hominum ” has always been being our goal. 

 
The noble, altruistic 
character of our member 
Knights and Dames has 
fortified our trademark 
that of helping our 
neighbors in a humble and 
simple way with humility.  

 
Sunday, 8 March 1964 
fourteen Maltese 
gentlemen were dubbed, 
“Knights of the Order”.  
On March 19, 1971, 

 
Prelate Rev. Fr. Victor Entiquez O. Carm 
blessing the Commemorative Plaque  
 
during the Supreme Council of the Order, the Malta Priory was 
elevated to Russian Grand Priory, Malta. 
 
On the explicit wish of Grand Master King Peter II the 
Constitution of the Order was brought over to Malta under the 
custody of the Malta Priory which became the seat of the Order. 
 

 
Unveiling the commemorative plaque 

 
In the past fifty years, the O.S.J Russian Grand Priory, Malta did 
its utmost to keep to its traditions and strong beliefs, doing away 
with pomposity, and seeking simplicity rather than complacency. 
 
The simple yet decorous and gratifying commemorations of our 
fifty years of service to the welfare our neighbor started with a

 
 

Solemn Mass Commemorating 50 Years of Service 
 
celebration of thanksgiving Mass asking for the help of God 
Almighty which has been given to us throughout the past 50 
years, the repose of the souls of our departed member Knights and 
Dames, and for spiritual help that will be needed in the coming 
years. 
 
At the end of the mass, the “Te Deum” was recited by the Knight, 
Dames and guests, including members of other chivalric Orders, 
who joined us in this joyful and memorable commemoration. 
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Lt Grand Master Bohe with Comm. Vella 

 
For this special occasion, Grand Commander and Grand Prior 
H.E. Paul M. Borg OSJ spoke of the difficult times the Order had  
gone through, the great achievements accomplished during the 
past 50 years, and of the future of the Grand Priory and the Order. 
At the end of the presentation, in appreciation of past services 
given to the Order, a certificate was given to Comm. George J  
Vella CJSJ by our Lieutenant Grand Master, Bailiff Michel Bohé  
OSJ, CMSJ, who came from Belgium for this special occasion. 
Comm. George J Vella CJSJ was a Council member in the first 
Council in 1964, and is presently a member of the Council. 
 
H.E. the Lieutenant Grand Master thanked the Russian Grand 
Priory, Malta for the great accomplishments made by the Grand 
Priory, and he wished them success in the future. He thanked the 
audience, which had filled the throne room to capacity, for the 
warm welcome he had received.  
 
Next on the agenda was the unveiling of a plaque placed at the 
entrance of our Headquarters.  H. E. Lieutenant Grand Master 
Bailiff Michel Bohé OSJ, CMSJ and H.E. Grand Commander, 
Grand Prior Paul M. Borg OSJ, unveiled a commemorative plaque 
for this auspicious occasion.  The Russian Grand Priory Prelate 
Rev. Fr. Victor Entiquez O. Carm then blessed the plaque, and 
a reception then followed. 
 
To commemorate this event the Malta Post Office issued five 
personal stamps and a limited edition of five post cards depicting 
various milestones of the Order that included a special postmark. 
 
On the occasion of the birth of our Protector St. John the Baptist, 
a lunch for needy refugees was organized.  This luncheon will be 
served by the Knights and Dames of the Russian Grand Priory to 
mark this joyous occasion. 
 
At the end of the year it is the intention of the Russian Grand 
Priory to visit the Marian Sanctuary to thank the Virgin Mary for 
being the protector of the Russian Grand Priory throughout the 

years gone by, and to ask her intersession for her protection for 
years to come. 
 
Submitted by Grand Commander Paul Borg OSJ 
 

 

Sandy Relief - An International Effort 
 
Due to the devastation of Super Storm Sandy in the New York 
and New Jersey area, the OSJ New York (OSJNY) Commandery 
commenced a search for how best to help those in need following 
this storm. Aware of the efforts of her church to help those 
victimized by Sandy, Dame Mary Elaine Morris contacted the 
Rev. Douglas King, the Senior Associate Minister of The Brick 
Presbyterian Church, for ideas on what OSJ might be able to do to 
help. Based on his suggestion, Dame Morris contacted the Rev. 
Theia Reggio of the New York Presbytery for Christian 
organizations to identify those organizations that were in dire 
need of help. She suggested St. John Episcopal Hospital in the Far 
Rockaways. The hospital is located in an area where there was 
massive flooding, with many homes being totally demolished and 
some washed out to sea. In addition, the neighborhood 
experienced many electric al fires caused by water short-circuiting 
power lines, and the extensive loss of Emergency Department 
equipment. 
 

 
OSJ TAP delegation with St John Hospital Staff  

with one of the Emergency Room Stretchers 
purchased with Sandy Relief funds 

 
Extensive discussions with Mother Cecily Broderick, the St. John 
Episcopal Hospital Chaplain, highlighted the dire straits of the 
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hospital as it tried to administer to the needs of this community. In 
particular, the need to replace Emergency Department equipment , 
that was totally destroyed during the hurricane, was addressed. 
Based on these discussions, Dames Judy Gates and Mary Elaine 
Morris went out to visit St. John Episcopal Hospital to see first-
hand what their needs were towards helping the Hospital support 
their surrounding community. Dames Gates and Morris met with 
Mother Broderick and the Hopital’s Chief Operating Officer. 
Based on this successful visitation, Dames Gates and Morris 
presented to OSJNY Commandery members the details of the 
need, and their recommendation to support the Hospital with 
funds donated by the International Order and the Commanderies 
of Florida (OSJ Fla) and OSJNY. It was agreed that Prior Ann 
Van Ness, Dame Peggy Donovan, Dame Gates and Dame Morris 
would make a follow-up visit to access the possibility of 
providing the needed support and in developing a long-term 
relationship with the Hospital. Over the next several months, these 
efforts all came to fruition and the Order through The Americas 
Priory and OSJNY donated $13,000 toward the purchase of 
equipment damaged by “Super Storm” sandy. 
 
Submitted by Dame Mary Elaine Morris OSJNY 
 

 

Bulletin Board 
 

 Upcoming Events 
 
• Petit Conseil Meeting - Sept 26 & 27, 2014 
• The Americas Priory, OSJNY Commandery Holiday Gala - 

Nov 21, 2014 
• Sovereign  Council Meeting  - Mar. 21, 2015 
 

 New Members 
 
The Americas Priory welcomes the following 19 members, 
listed alphabetically with their home Commandery indicated: 
• Chevalier Douglas Reid Ayres - New York 
• Chevalier James Anthony Ballerano, Jr. - Florida 
• Dame Irene Mary C: Casey-Ritzenthaler - Florida 
• Dame Mary Virginia Bassett Csar - Florida 
• Chevalier Pierre Simpson Gabaud - West Indies 
• Chevalier Andre Anthony Galiber, Jr. - West Indies 
• Dame Francine Ruth Holbrook - Florida 
• Dame Janet Amis Jessup - Florida 
• Dame Frances Elizabeth Bohmert Kelly - Florida 

• Chevalier Alphonso Geraldo La Borde, Jr. - West Indies 
• Chevalier James William Maughan - Florida 
• Dame Noreen Michael - West Indies 
• Dame Robin Cynthia Coller Muir - Florida 
• Dame Marta Ines Rendon - Florida 
• Chevalier Jon Hemerdy Robertson - Florida 
• Dame Mary Therese Stewart Sanders - West Indies 
• Chevalier Henry Conover Smock - West Indies 
• Chevalier Gerald Alexander Williams - West Indies 
• Dame Karen Lynn Krumholtz Willis - Florida 
 
The Priory of the Pacific welcomes 4 new members and a 
squire: 
• Chevalier Keith J. Dion 
• Chevalier Fr. John F. Izzo SJ 
• Chevalier Jack Jacoby 
• Dame Ruth A Matz 
• Squire John Ruxton 
 

 Photo Album 
 
                     The Americas Priory Investiture 

 
The Americas Priory Investiture, hosted by the OSJ West Indies 
Commandery, St. Croix US Virgin Islands, group shot at the  
altar. 
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       The Americans Priory Investiture  2014

 
The Investiture was held at the historic Lord God of Sabaoth 
Lutheran Church on the island of St. Croix in the US Virgin Islands. 
The post investiture gala was held at Government House, shown 
above. 
 

The OSJ New York Winter Gala, December 2013 

Two designees of the Winter OSJNY Gala included: 1) The Guide 
Dog Foundation that provides dog companions for the blind, and 2) 
The Terrance Cardinal Cook Medical Center that serves children 
and adults with chronic illnesses and or require hospice care in NYC. 
Two guide dogs and their masters who attended the OSJNY Gala are 
shown above.  The OSJNY winter Gala raised $40,000 at this event 
which was shared by these charities. 

                         Priory of  the Pacific Investiture 2014 

 
Main Post Chapel, Presidio of San Francisco group shot at the    
altar. The Gala took place at the Saint Francis Yacht Clubon the 
Marina San Francisco. 
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