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Editorial. 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John. 

At the Sovereign Council Meeting, March 2011 at 

the World Headquarters in Valetta, Malta, I 

presented my last report as Grand Councellor. Due 

to health problems focused on my eyes and my 

back, I decided not to go for re-election.                                                                                          

According to our King Peter ll Constitution §7 the 

duties of the Grand Councellor are concentrated on 

two things: Information and Foreign Affairs. The 

information part of the job has from my hand been 

focused on items concerning matters from the Petit 

Conseil. Another challenging part has been our 

newsletter:” The Herald”. For the newsletter I really 

wish the new editor good luck and a more 

substantial back up from all parts of the Order. 

It has been a priviledge to be a member of the Petit 

Conseil from the very beginning in 2005 of the re-

unification of the significant units of the King Peter 

ll Constitution forming the international Order. It 

has now been substantially strengthened by the new 

Units presented at the Sovereign Council Meeting. 

Working as the Ambassador of the Order in this 

most challenging field of diplomatic contracts, with 

different personalities inside and outside the Order, 

it presented me with the happy feeling of being a 

member of the great Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 

Knights Hospitaller, Malta. 

After 6 years with the management and 20 years as 

member of the chivalry, I see the Order as a 

dynamic body. Now I am looking forward to taking 

my seat as a Bailiff in the Sovereign Council. My 

experience is at your disposal at any time. 

Thank you .       

 

Thorkild Hagn-Meincke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        

  

                                                     

 

  

SOVEREIGN COUNCIL MEETING : 

 

Proof of a Dynamic and Vibrant Order 

 

 

If ever proof was needed of the impressive progress 

and development being registered  by our Order, the 

last Meeting of the Sovereign Council provided 

ample evidence.  

 

The Meeting was convened on Saturday, 26
th

 March 

2011 at the seat of the Order in Valletta, with the 

participation of the Conventual Bailiffs, Grand 

Priors, Priors, Bailiffs, special guests, and a number 

of local and overseas observers. 

 

The event, under the able chairmanship of 

Chevalier Francis Van Remoortere, Secretary 

General of H.E. Lieutenant Grand Master Bailiff 

Michel Bohé, OSJ-CMSJ, was very professionally 

organised by the Russian Grand Priory of Malta, 

whose coordinating team left no stone unturned to 

ensure the  all-round success of the Meeting. 

 

The typical Maltese hospitality, the most-welcome 

sunny weather, the relaxed atmosphere, the constant 

fraternal feeling, the actual business transacted 

during the Meeting which counted most all left a 

deep impression on all those present.   The Agenda 

offered an ideal opportunity to all participants to get 

a better “feel” of, and a closer look at, the life and 

mission of our Order “Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate 

Hominum”during the first decade of the third 

millennium.  Topics discussed and decisions taken 

were many – each of which presenting a challenge, 

an opportunity for all OSJ members world-wide to 

intensify their work and endeavours, so as not to 

Bailiff Thorkild 

Hagn-Meincke 
Gr. Commander 

 Paul Borg 
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fail in their philanthropic commitment to be of 

service to those less fortunate – the poor, the sick, 

the destitute, all human persons who thirst for our 

love, support, empathy and understanding. 

 

Apart from the election of four Conventual Bailiffs 

who constitute the Petit Counseil of the Order,  and 

the election of the members of the Supreme Court, 

the Sovereign Council Meeting also touched upon 

various other important matters, including: the 

presentation of Reports by H.E. Lieutenant Grand 

Master Bailiff Michel Bohé, OSJ-CMSJ; by Prelate 

Hans Vanackere, KJSJ, Chairman of the 

Ecclesiastical Council; the reports of the officers of 

the Petit Conseil; the activity reports of the Grand 

Priories and Priories; the Administration of the 

Order; Audited Accounts; membership and 

oblations; and the International Charity Project. 

 

Worthy of note was the fact that during the course 

of the past two years, membership has  

risen remarkably by over 200, as a result of three 

different Priories and Commanderies having joined 

the OSJ, namely:   

 

- the Grand Priory of Southern 

Australia,  

- the Commandery of Aros in 

Denmark, and  

- the Priory of St. Eskil in Sweden 

 

I take the opportunity to extend a warm welcome 

and offer my sincere congratulations to these new 

units, for their joining our Order, for being 

represented for the first time on the Sovereign 

Council, and for their representatives’ valid 

contributions during the discussions and 

deliberations of the Meeting..  

 

Similarly, my heartfelt congratulations, on behalf of 

the Order, to H.E. Bailiff Dr. Vincent Bonagura, 

OSJ, Vice-Prior of the Americas Priory, on his 

being unanimously elected the new Grand 

Councillor on the Petit Conseil.  

 

An important resolution, unanimously approved by 

the Sovereign Council, confirmed the policy of the 

Order in granting equal voting rights to all Knights 

and Dames in all ranks. 

 

The Sovereign Council passed a unanimous vote of 

thanks to H.E. Bailiff Thorkild Hagn-Meincke, 

OSJ, who was not presenting himself for re-election 

on the Petit Conseil.  H.E. Lieutenant Grand Master 

Bailiff Michel Bohé, OSJ-CMSJ, recalled H.E. 

Bailiff Thorkild Hagn-Meincke’s great contribution 

and unstinting efforts for the continued 

development and enlargement of our Order, in his 

post on the Petit Conseil.   H.E. Bailiff Thorkild 

Hagn-Meincke, OSJ, was given a standing ovation 

at the conclusion of H.E. The Lieutenant Grand 

Master’s remarks. 

 

Concurrently with the Meeting of the Sovereign 

Council, the Ecumenical Council was also 

convened at the World Headquarters in Valletta, 

under the chairmanship of Prelate Hans Vanackere, 

KJSJ.  It was very well attended by Prelates of 

various religious denominations. 

 

Both Meetings reached their climax with the 

holding, on Sunday morning, of a most impressive 

and moving Ecumenical Service, in which all the 

Prelates on the Ecclesiastical Council present in 

Malta together with the participation of  all 

Sovereign Council delegates and guests took place.   

It was indeed a very solemn ceremony, which 

provided an ideal opportunity to all present to pray 

together in communion with the Almighty, and our 

patron, Saint John the Baptist,  so that “the vision 

we share, may become a reality” – as H.E. 

Lieutenant Grand Master Michel Bohé OSJ CMSJ 

very aptly put it in his closing remarks to the 

Sovereign Council Meeting. 

 

Paul M. Borg,  

Grand Commander OSJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gr. Commander Paul Borg, Lt. 

Gr. Master Michel Bohé, Gr. 

Councellor Th Hagn-Meincke  

Gr. Com. Paul Borg, Lt. Gr 
Com M. Bohé, Gr. 

Councellor Th. Hagn-

Meincke, Gr. Marshal R. 
Volbe 
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Presentation 
At the Sovereign Council Meeting a new Gr. 

Councellor was elected. He had to take over the 

vacant office after former Gr. Councellor Thorkilld 

Hagn-Meincke. Elected was Vincent Bonagura. He 

was created Bailiff in 2010 and is in function as 

Vice Prior for the now deceased Prior Georgia 

Dempster in the Priory of Americas. He is sixty-two 

years old. He is a medical doctor by profession, a 

Professor of Pediatrics, Microbiology and 

Immuniology at Albert Einstein College of 

Medicine in New York, U.S.A.  I wish Gr. 

Councellor Vincent Bonagura every success in 

performance of his new duties and responsibilities. 

 

Bailiff  Thorkild Hagn-Meincke 

 

 

The Supreme Court of the Order. 

 

The Supreme Court of the Order was in need of 

new members. According to the Constitution § lX.1 

it is compounded of three Judges and two Auxiliary 

Judges. The Sovereign Council unaminously 

elected the following members to the Supreme 

Court for the coming term of office. 

 Chev. Klaus Priebe – Americans Priory: 

Judge 

 Chev. Krister Thelin – Priory St. Eskil, 

Sweden: Judge 

 Chev. Andrew Bray Wilson – Grand Priory of 

Southern Australia: Judge 

 Chev. William Van Ness – Americas Priory 

Auxiliary Judge 

 Chev. Richard Muscat :Russian Grand Priory 

of Malta Auxiliary Judge 

 

Congratulations and compliments to the members 

of this important part of the infrastructure of the 

Order. 

 

 

 

The OSJ international Charityfund. 

 

The Sovereign Council delt with the aim and 

direction of the OSJ International Charity Project 

now that the funds allocated to Maltese charities 

had been disbursed (well over 30.000 Euro). 

Focus nr.1  referres to a resolution of the Petit 

Conseil taken at its meeting of November 2010 for 

the setting up an Emergency Charity Fund so as to 

be better equipped and more responsive to the 

provision of funds, on a long-term basis, to urgent 

charity projects. 

Focus nr. 2  referres to the charity project in  

Cameroon, Africa, presented by the Priory of Italy. 

This project, “St. Anne´s Medical Project” needs to 

enlarge the existing structure so as to offer medical 

care and education to a large number of children 

suffering from AIDS. The center is run by religious 

nuns. Funds are needed solely for the structure’s 

extension.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gr. Councellor 

Vincent Bonagura 

Fotos from the 

Headquarters 
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The Sunday Morning Devotion. 

 

Sunday morning after the Sovereign Council 

Meeting the Prelates from the Ecclasiastical 

Council together had arranged a Holy Mass in The 

Headquarters. It was a wonderful experience and 

showed how we function as an Ecomenical Order. 

Four Prelates worked together: Hans Van Ackere, 

Catholic Priest, Begium, Niels Refskou, Lutheran 

Priest, Denmark, Aleksej Sjöberg, Russian 

Orthodox Priest, Finland, and Anglican Archdeacon 

John Collas, Australia  

Niels Refskou delivered the sermon: 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ and St. John. 

We have just heard our Lord saying: "Everyone 

who drinks of this water will thirst again, but 

whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him 

will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will 

become in him a spring of water welling up to 

eternal life.” 

We all need water. 75 to 80% of our body consists 

of water. Thus water is essential for us. We can’t 

live without water. Water is an indispensable part of 

our daily bread. That is why Moses had to give his 

people water at Horeb, and the woman of Samar'ia 

had to go to the well every day to get water. There 

can be no life without water! 

But today our Lord Jesus Christ speaks about water 

in a spiritual sense, the living water. The water our 

Lord gives us is the water of eternal life. We have 

all got this water in our baptism at the beginning of 

our life as Christians, when God declared us His 

children and promised us His love. The living water 

of Christ in the baptism is all we need to be 

strengthend in our soul and spirit. The living water 

of the baptism is the grace of God remaining with 

us through life and dead. We need both the water to 

our bodies and the living water to our souls 

But when we receive the love of God, God commits 

us to give his Love to our neighbors or other human  

beings. As St. John says: We love, because he first 

loved us. Or as it is said in a modern Danish Hymn:  

“The God of life has your hands; therefore it is you 

he sends whenever your neighbor suffers.” We shall 

bring both the message of the living water and the 

water need for the body to our neighbor. And in 

doing so we shall show him the mystery of the love 

of God. And it is indeed a mystery! Because you 

can always ask: “Is this the love of God or the love 

of a human being?” You can’t see it; you can’t 

prove it, because the love of God always comes to 

you through a human being. The love of God is 

only visible or understandable for the faith. 

The Danish philosopher Soeren Kierkegaard says in 

his book “Works of Love”: As the quiet lake arises 

deeply from the hidden springs, which no eye saw, 

thus arises the human love even deeper from God's 

love. If there is no spring in the lake bed, if God 

isn’t love, then neither the small lake exists, nor the 

love of man. As the quiet lake arises deeply from 

the hidden springs, thus the love of man arises in a 

mysterious way from the love of God. 

Here the connection between the two parts of the 

motto of our Order - Pro fide - pro utilitate 

hominum - becomes obvious. Our faith in God says 

to us, that we shall love our neighbor. When we 

follow Gods commandment then God is acting 

through our hands. But it is a paradox because we 

can’t see it, we can’t know it. It is only our 

neighbor who can see God’s love behind and in our 

deeds. We can only pray to God to give us faith and 

love to do the work of our Order. 

Let us pray. 

Behold, Lord, I am an empty vessel that needs to be 

filled. My Lord, fill it. I am weak in the faith; 

strengthen me. I am cold in love; warm me and 

make me fervent, that my love may go out to my 

neighbor. I do not have a strong and firm faith; at 

times I doubt and am unable to trust you altogether. 

O Lord, help me. Strengthen my faith and trust in 

you. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Niels Refskou, Danish Prelate 

The 4 Prelates 
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The joint Project 2011 of the Priory of the 

Low Countries 
 

Centre Professionel et Agro-Pastoral Kaga 

Bandoro 

Proposed by Monsignor Albert Vanbuel, Sdb 

 

This joint social project is financially supported by 

all Commanderies of the Priory of the Low 

Countries.  Projects are yearly and alternately 

nominated by one of the five Commanderies,  

confirmed by the Hospitallers Council and 

approved by the  Priory Council. Then the project is 

finally proposed to all members of the General 

Chapter. The project "Kaga Bandoro" was 

nominated by the Commandery Brabant and 

approved by the Chapter of 13
th

 of March 2011 .  

The Hospitaller of the Priory will regularly report 

on the project to the Hospitallers council and the 

Priory Council. A full report will be submitted to 

the General Chapter in March 2012. 

On April 6
th

, 2011, on the occasion of a staff 

meeting of the Hospitallers, we welcomed 

Monsignor Bert Vanbuel, bishop of Kaga Bandoro 

in the Central African Republic (CAR). H.E. Grand 

Hospitaller and Prior of the Priory of the Low 

Countries Conventual Bailiff Antoon Cnudde, 

GCSJ was delighted to present a cheque of 8.000 

Euros to further develop a school in Kaga Bandoro. 

Monsignor Vanbuel, an eminent African authority, 

speaks the local language Sango fluidly, and 

personally presented the project. He described the 

overall situation in the country in terms of 

geography, income, health status and literacy. He 

stresses the importance of continuing to develop  

vocational training in Kaga Bandoro. Central 

African Republic  is among the ten poorest 

countries in the world. In a difficult socio-political 

situation the population suffers from a catastrophic 

and failing economy. Health and education are 

points of particular interest but not for the 

government. A large majority of the population 

cannot read or write. In the rural areas such as Kaga 

Bandoro illiteracy can be up to 60% of the local 

population.  As a result literacy is one of the 

pursuing objectives. The wealth of the region comes 

from agriculture but this richness is repeatedly shut 

down by successive coup attempts and continued 

rebellion in the country. The church remains the 

engine of social life. Thanks to the efforts of the 

Church there is hope for peace. Civilians slowly 

started farming again and initiating other activities. 

A large proportion of young people walk around 

aimlessly in the streets. They run the risk of falling 

into banditry or are even encouraged to join the 

rebels. Many children have lost their parents 

because of AIDS. These children are in desperate 

need of childcare and educational services to help 

them find their place in society. For these young 

people Monsignor Vanbuel founded a youth centre. 

A centre where sports and cultural activities can 

motivate them to do something meaningful. In 

2008, Monsignor Vanbuel started construction of a 

vocational training centre, with 18 hectares bought 

from the state. The first building was operational in 

November 2008. To date the youth have worked 9 

hectares of land which has already been harvested 

twice. Since then mini projects (cooperatives) have 

been initiated. The local region benefits from these 

cooperatives as youngsters have an opportunity to 

participate in these agricultural projects.  

By means of this project and the support of Priory 

of the Low Countries, Monsignor Vanbuel hopes to 

give the poorest youngsters educational 

opportunities by paying for their tuition.  This will 

provide the necessary tools and staffing and ensure 

quality teachers.  

Mgr Vanbuel is 71 years old. Since 1994 he has 

lived in CAR. In 2005 he became Bishop of Kaga 

Bandoro, an area three times the size of Belgium. 

As I am writing this article, he has already gone 

back to Kaga Bandoro: Christ and work are calling! 

Stefaan Vandendriessche, CJSJ,  

Hospitaller  of the Priory of the Low countries.                                                                                                                                                           
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If you want to help the poorest kids in the streets 

of Kaga Bandono your gifts are welcome! 

OSJ-STEUNFONDS Vzw. 

Fietelstraat, 139  

B-9700 Oudenaarde-BELGIUM 

BIC: KREDBEBB 

IBAN: BE66 4314 7476 4143 

 

Monsignor Vanbuel 

Bishop of Kaga Bandoro 
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News from Australia. 
Welcome from ”The Herald”  to” The Herald” 

 

 Chev Peter Wiltshire, Prior of the Victorian Priory, 

Australia introduces  their new Newsletter. It is 

planned to come out quarterly. The name is:” The 

Herald” . 

 

Promotion of the Order. 

 The Priory, keen to promote the work of the Order, 

participated in a Radio Inter-view (March 9) on 

94.1FM 3WBC. Pre-senter Bill Livingstone 

interviewed Prior Chev Peter Wiltshire GCSJ & 

Chev Graeme Boyles KSJ about the history of The 

Order of St John, from its beginning  

at the Hospice of St John in 1048. As well as ex-

plaining the history of the Order, Chev Peter was 

asked to detail the day to day operations and aims 

of the Order in modern day Australia, and the work 

undertaken in supporting numerous Chari-ties. The 

interview provoked much interest and a number of 

questions. 
 

Installation of Grand Prior, Victorian Prior  

and Investiture of New Knights 
Following approval of Lt Grand Master OSJ Malta, 

H E Bailiff Michel Bohe GCSJ to conduct an 

Installation and Investiture, the ceremony took 

place on Saturday 29 January 2011 at St Peters 

Anglican Church, Were Street, Brighton Beach. 

Prelate Chev Archdeacon John Collas OAM. 

GCHSJ, assisted by our Chaplain Bishop John 

Bayton OAM. GCJS, OMLJ undertook the historic 

Installation of our new Grand Prior Chev R Pepin 

AM MBE GCSJ, and Victorian Prior Chev P 

Wiltshire GCSJ. The Investiture of Donats Tral  

Cash and Rev. Russell Joyce immediately followed, 

they then be-came our Order’s newest members.  

The Investitures were followed by a wonderful 

Luncheon at the International, Brigh-ton where a 

large gathering of family members, friends and 

members of the Order joined in the celebrations. 

 

Donations Committee  
At the request of the Priory, the Committee has re-

viewed the process of providing support in the form 

of Donations to eligible Charities. A new policy has 

been established together with funding criteria to be 

considered prior to monies being made available. 

Should you wish a charity to be considered for a do-

nation, please don’t hesitate to contact the Commit-

tee Chair Chev Russell Jones KCSJ MOB: 0412 

467 899. Copies of the Policy can be obtained from 

Priory Secretary Chev Graeme Boyles KSJ.  

The Priory and the Geelong Commandery have  

actioned a combined donation of $4,000 to 

Victorian flood affected communities channelled 

through the auspices of the Rotary Clubs of 

Bendigo and Ker-ang.  

Chev. Bob Middleton and his wife June attended 

Life-Gate’s Christmas Function where the Order of 

St John was thanked for its donation of $1,363.30; 

Berry Street, another recipient of financial support 

($2,000) has also warmly acknowledged the gener-

osity of our Order. 

Tasmanian Commandery  
The Tasmanian Commandery reports that all 

members are following the Company to OSJ Malta 

and that the Commandery is working towards an 

Investiture in October 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sovereign  

Prior Peter Wiltshire 

Gr. Prior Royce Pepin AM MBE GCSJ 

And Joyce 

Chev Tral Cash and Chev. 

Rev. Russel Joyce KSJ 
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Galleri of Pictures from the Sovereign  

Council 2011 at the World Headquarters, 

in Valetta, Malta. 
Fotos by Dame Peggy Donovan, U.S.A. 

 

 


