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H.E.  Lt. Grand Master Michel Bohé 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

This edition of the Herald gives me the opportunity 

to write to you a few words. 

Since we, a number of Priories and Commanderies, 

decided a few years ago to close ranks and join with 

the Russian Grand-Priory, and thus in principle with 

the Order as being constituted under the patronage 

of King Peter II, many things have occurred. 

The regular meetings of the Petit Conseil (PC) 

(biannually) and a second meeting of the Sovereign 

Council (SC), organized at the end of the year 2009, 

made us becoming more familiar and closer to each 

other. 

I am very much aware that we are not yet 

functioning perfectly and that there still is a long 

way to go ahead of us.  

Working together with all of you, we should and 

must get closer to each other. With all, I mean all 

members of the Order, represented by their Priors 

and Commanders. 

 

At each meeting of the PC we are being informed 

on the excellent activities of the Priories and 

Commanderies. The reports reaching the Grand 

Hospitaler provide us with a clear picture of the 

commitment of each of the units. 

 

On the occasion of the last PC in Malta, also the 

Ecclesiastical Council (EC) assembled for the first 

time. Rev. Father Vanackere coordinated this 

meeting and he had succeeded in his capacity as 

convener to assemble the various clergymen of the 

various church groups that are members of our 

Order. 

 

 

 

 

 

The EC is the highest body of the  religious leaders 

of our Order and results under direct jurisdiction 

and personal supervision of the Lt. Grandmaster.  

It was a meaningful encounter of the highest 

standards.  

The meetings of the Petit Conseil (PC) and 

Ecclesiastical Council were held on Sunday, 6 June 

lately. They were concluded with an Ecumenical 

service organized in the Knights’ Hall of the House 

of the Order in St.  Paul Street in Malta.  

It was a unique event indeed to see around the altar 

an Orthodox Priest ( Finland), a Lutheran Minister 

 ( Denmark), an Anglican Chaplain ( USA), and a 

Catholic Priest ( Belgium).  

This Ecumenical service  in which all  religious 

leaders were involved, moved all present deeply. 

During this service the device of our Order ‘Pro 

Fide’ became touchable and this Ecumenical 

moment can serve as an example to many. 

I hereby call all our Priors and Commanders to pay 

more attention to the ‘Pro Fide’ of our Order, 

especially today at a time where so many Christian 

values are disappearing at an alarming rate.  

I am so pleased and honoured to be able to work 

with all of  you.  

A great task is still lying ahead, but together we are 

strong. 

 

Yours in X° and Saint John, 

 

Michel Bohé  GCSJ 

 

Lt. Grandmaster. 
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H.E.Gr. Commander 

Paul Borg 

 

H.E. BAILIFF VINCENT BONAGURA, MD, 

OSJ 

 

It is my pleasure to introduce to the readers of The 

Herald, newly-appointed Bailiff Vincent Bonagura, 

MD, GCSJ, from the Americas Priory, USA.  He 

was created Bailiff by H.E. Lieutenant Grand 

Master Michel Bohé towards the end of last year, 

and installed in his new post during his Priory’s 

Solemn Ceremony of Investiture, which I had the 

privilege to preside over on behalf of H.E. The 

Lieutenant Grand Master, on the 14
th

 March 2010. 

 

The well-attended impressive ceremony was held in 

Ocean Reef, Key Largo, Florida.  

                                                              

H.E. Bailiff Vincent Bonagura is to fill in the 

vacant post left empty by the previous Bailiff. 

 

Sixty-one year-old Bailiff Dr. Bonagura is Deputy 

Prior of the Americas Priory.  He is a medical 

doctor by profession, a Professor of Pediatrics. 

Microbiology and Immunology at Albert Einstien 

College of Medicine in New York, U.S.A. 

 

On behalf of our members, I augur Bailiff Vincent 

Bonagura every success in the performance of his 

new duties and responsibilities.  I am confident that, 

with his most useful input, exemplary dedication 

and unstinting efforts, the revitalised Americas 

Priory  will continue to play an important role in the 

mission of our Order among the poor, the destitute 

and the needy in the American Continent and 

beyond. 

 

H.E. Grand Commander Paul M. Borg, GCSJ 

 

 

 
 

 

The Russian Grand Priory of Malta: 
 

Investiture, on June 19
th

  2010. 

The recently formed Gozo Commandery has 

members in Gozo, the South of England and one 

member who divides her time between Canada and 

Gozo, totalling eight Members to date. 

The aims of the Commandery, as with the entire 

order, are to raise both awareness and funds for the 

furtherance of local charity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                            

                         

M                   Members of the Gozo Commandery, welcome 
                   the newly enrolled Prelate,  

                       Fr. John  H. McCormack                      M                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                    Commander Rosemary Worton and  

                    Fr. John returning to Gozo on the ferry, 

                    Cooling off after the investiture held at 

                    the World H.Q. in Valetta. 
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Gr. Hospitaller 

Antoon Cnudde 

 

 

My first participation as Grand Hospitaller  in a 

meeting of the Petit Conseil in  Valletta, Malta. 

 

 

I was elected Grand Hospitaller by the Sovereign 

Council in November 2009 and the meeting of the 

Petit Conseil at  the beginning of June  was my first 

one.  

H.E. Grand Councillor  Thorkild Hagn Meincke 

could not attend  the P.C. meeting due to fever  and 

pain.  He had to stay in bed and  therefore he sent 

his report by email.  

H.E. Grand Commander Paul Borg was elected 

Chairman of the Meeting.  Also his Lieutenant  

Dame Ann Van Ness was present. 

H.E. Grand Marshal  Roberto Volpe was present 

together with his Lieutenant Dame Anamaria Villa  

H.E. Lieutenant Grand Master Michel Bohé and  

his Secretary-General  Commander of Justice 

Francis Van Remoortere attended all meetings 

during the three days. 

Francis was asked to be the Secretary of the 

meeting because Registrar General Chevalier Piju 

Spiteri had to ensure the translation into and from 

Italian. 

 

The agenda was quite extensive and many items 

were to be discussed. One of the most interesting  

points were the Reports of the Officers of the Petit 

Conseil: 

   

 

 

• ·By the Grand Commander : the financial 

report, the restoration of the world 

headquarters   the current state of affairs 

of the priories. 

 

• By the Grand Marshal:  the formal 

presentation of the book “ The History of 

The Order”,  the final decision of stripes 

and stars on collar  ,  the registration of the ‘ 

Insignia  of the Order’ , an  update. 

 

• By myself as Grand Hospitaller: Actual 

situation of the international charity 

projects in Malta and the rendering of the 

different reports  on  the charity projects 

sent by the Priories. 

• The email report of the Grand Councillor 

considering  “The Herald”  and also the 

relations with the ‘Dacia group’ and the 

‘Vancouver group’.  He also reported about 

the eventual constitution of a independent 

Commandery in Nicaragua and contacts 

with a Grand Priory in Southern Australia. 

 

Many other items were discussed as there were: 

Procedures for the Petit Conseil, the Constitution, 

identification of matters, dates for the next meeting 

of the PC and the Sovereign Council, discussion on 

unconstitutional acts,  promotions,  Dames of the 

Order and different remarks in general.  

 

Rev. Hans Vanackere coordinator of the 

Ecclesiastical Council reported about a meeting 

that was held at the same time. 

 

Personally I found the meeting was very good with 

a lot of open discussions  and very active 

participants. 

 

 

 

Antoon Cnudde, GCSJ 

Grand Hospitaller and 

Prior of the Priory of the Low Countries 
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THE USPENSKI CATHEDRAL 
Helsinki, Finland, by Commander Nikolai Marschan.  

 

Finland has two state churches, the Evangelical 

Lutheran and the Orthodox. 

The Orthodox faith came via the trade routes of 

Byzantium through Russia to Eastern Finland, 

Karelia, and took root there from the first years of the 

12
th

 century. 

The Finnish Orthodox church is the only old national 

church i Western Europe. It continues the ancient 

traditions of the Eastern Church, adapting them to a 

different era and to the surrounding Finnish culture. 

The Finnish Orthodox church has today 62.000 

members, of whom 32.200 belong to the Helsinki 

parish. The official language of the Finnish Orthodox 

church and of the Helsinki parish is Finnish, but 

survices are held also in Church Slavonic, Greek, 

Swedish, English, Romanian and Russian. 

Finland became a part of the Russian Empire after the 

war between Russia and Sweden 1808-1809. Finland 

was autonomous Grand Duchy with own Parliament, 

Governement, and legislation. Helsinki replaced 

Turku as the capital and the population of the town 

and also the Orthodox congregation grew rapidly. 

Helsinki had in the beginning of the 19
th

 century three 

orthodox churches, two garrison churches and the 

Church of the Holy Trinity. During the reign of tsar 

Alexander II (1855-81) a fourth, bigger church was in 

the end of 1850 needed. The very famous architect, 

academician Alexei M. Gornostayev, employed by the 

Holy Synod of Russia was commissioned to design 

the new cathedral. He had also the permission to 

decide the location of the cathedral, and so he found a 

place by the sea on the top of the Katajanokka rock.  

 

The planning and building of the cathedral took 

eleven years. Half of the expences were met by the 

Holy Synod and the Tsar´s government and the other 

half by donations made by the nobility, wealthy siti 

zens and the congregations. 

The Western and Northen Europe´s largest Orthodox 

church, the red-brick Uspenski Cathedral with its 

thirteen gilded cupolas was consecrated on October 

25
th

 1868 and was dedicated to the Dormition of the 

Virgin Mary, celebrated by the Orthodox on August 

15
th

. The name Uspenski comes from the Slavonic 

word ”uspenie” (in Greek ”koimesis”) which means 

”falling asleep”. The cupola symbolizes the flame of 

the Holy Spirit which according to the Bible, 

descended on the church founded by the apostles on  

the Day of Pentecost. The number of domes riminds 

us of Christ with His twelve disciples. The exterior 

design of the Cathedral is derived from the wooden 

architecture of old Russia and can trace its roots back 

to the beautiful stone church built in the 16
th

 century 

at Kolomentskoye near Moscow. The climate was 

taken into account when choosing the building 

materials for the church. The Cathedral should stand 

on a place where damp seawinds blow in from south-

west, which made it impossible to use plaster, so the 

walls were made of toughened brick using reinforced 

joints. The cupolas are coated with 22-carat gold. The 

ground-plan inside the Cathedral is influented by 

Byzantium; the sources for the design date back to the 

first half of the first millenium A.D. The absence of 

pews and the fact that the pillars are placed near the 

outer walls adds the impression of space. The 

congregation stands during the service and the pews 

set around the edge of the church are mainly intended 

for the old and infirm. 

Each of the four massive pillars was hewn from a 

single granit block. The pillars support the vaulting 

which is richly embellished with Eastern Orthodox 

patterns. At the apex of the vaulting and on the 

vaulting over the altar a starry blue sky covered with 

stars has been painted. In the circle around the 

vaulting is written in Slavonic the following verses 

from the Bible: 

 

”Come to Me all you who labour and are heavyladen, 

and I will give you rest”   

”My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in 

God my Saviour”  
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”He who believes shall have everlasting life”  and  

”Blessed is he who enters the tempe of Your holy 

glory” 

 

Orthodox churches are built on an axis running from 

east to west so that the altar is at the east end and the 

congregation faces to the east. The practice is 

explained by  St. John of Damascus, a father of the 8
th

 

century, in the following way: In the Bible we read 

that God set Paradise in Eden, in the east. When the 

worshipper looks eastwards he shows that he is 

yearning and striving for that natural state of purity 

which man knew in the beginning in Paradise. 

Furthermore, the East is direction in which Christ 

went when He ascended into heaven on the first 

Ascension Day and according to Scripture Christ´s 

Second Coming will be seen in the east. It is also in 

the east where the sun rises and just as the sun lights 

up the world with its rays so too does Christ, the sun 

of Righteousness, enlighten the souls of men. 

 
Between the altar and the nave stands the iconostasis. 

That part of the church behind the ioconostasis, where 

the altar is, represents the Kingdom of God or Heaven. 

When the priest prepares to celebrate the service he 

puts on his vestments and so symbolically assumes a 

spiritual state. He represents the unspoilt man of 

paradise and clothes himself in a heavenly body. 

 

In the iconostasis there are three doors, of which the 

central one is the Royal Gates and through which only 

bishops, priests and deacons may pass. It is through 
this door that the Holy Communion of the Lord is 

brought to the congregation. On the iconostasis and 

also on the three other walls you can see icons, the 

holy pictures characteristic to the eastern church. They 

can also be seen on small tables near the altar. The 

icons depict Christ, the Virgin Mary, church martyrs 

and other saints and also scenes from the Bible.  

 

The icon painting tradition was developed in the 

monasteries. Icons are painted in accordance with an 

old idea based on the Holy Bible and on the lives of 

the Saints. In this way they embody the sacred 

teaching of the canons; a theological consept has 

become a picture.  

The church banners which are in front of the altar 

stand are symbols of the victory over death and the 

pictures sewn with silver thread  upon them show the 

Dormition of the Virgin Mary and the women bearing 

 

myrrh. On the wall behind the altar is the icon ”Christ 

on His throne” and by the altar the Savior wearing a 

crown of thorns. 

In the alter you can see through the Royal Gates the 

striking beauty of the silver altar-cover, which is 

gilded and decorated with semi-precious stones. It was 

brought from the Monastery of Valamo located on an 

island in lake Ladoga. From the same Monastery 

come also the eight handsome chandeliers, skilfully 

crafted by the monks and decorated with engraved 

miniature icons. They hang in front of the iconostasis. 

  

The worshippers light candles during the service in 

front of the icons which creates a sea of flames. The 

candles are made of real beeswax: one should be as 

zaelous in prayer as a bee is at its work. The honey 

aroma of the candle reminds us of everlasting life, of 

which honey is a symbol. 

The core of an Orthodox service is prayer; besides 

prayer there is only the teaching of the sermon, 

usually rather short. The Liturgy service presents 

symbolically the whole story of salvation. It has 

developed around the sacrament of Holy Communion 

and took its present form by the 4
th

 century. It has 

been called ”the world´s most beautiful liturgy”. The 

gospels, Epistles and prayers are chanted in order to 

avoid the stressing of certain words at the expens of 

others. The text read and sung dates back to texts 

written no later than 900 A.D. At that time, the most 
talented and learned men of the age worked for the 

church, which was still united. 

The Orthodox services contain a great deal of choral 

music and the use of musical instruments is forbidden. 

The reason for this is that man should not worship 

God with dead metal or wood, but should be himself a 

living instrument for the praise of God. 

 
 
 

 
              

Ikonostasen    
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The Involvement of Czar Paul l of Russia with 

the Knights of Malta and Its Significance for 

Danish and British History. 

By Karsten Fledelius, Knight of Honour, 

Associate Professor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Chev.Karsten Fledelius 

 

As is probably well known Malta was formally a 

dependency of the Kingdom of Sicily in the period 

of the Order´s residence on the Islands, the Order 

paying a symbolic annual tribute to the king of 

Sicily (1530 – 1713  the Habsburg kings of Spain, 

1734 – 1798 the Bourbon kings of Sicily and 

Naples ). In actual terms Malta was an independent 

state ruled by the Order. It was conquered by the 

French general Napoleon Bonaparte on his way to 

Egypt in 1798. In this situation the Knights of the 

Order offered the Emperor of Russia, Paul l, the 

title of Grand Master. 

Paul l had succeded his mother, Empress Catherine 

ll, in 1796. On much they were in disagreement, 

but both of them were enemies of the French 

Revolution, particulary after the execution of the 

French king and queen in 1793 and 1794. Both 

Russian rulers were inspired by the spirit of the 

Enlightenment, but in different ways. Paul seems in 

the 1780s to have been under some influence by 

Free Masons who were becoming more influential 

in Russia in the second half of the 18
th

 century, 

while Catherine ll was very critical towards the 

occultism and rites of the Free Masons and even 

wrote a play ridiculing imposters using Free 

Masonry to deceive people. From 1785 Free 

Masons were persecuted and some of them even 

jailed. In this situation Free Masons put their hopes 

on her son, some of them even hoping that he 

would become their “brother”, knowing about his 

religious and romantic leanings. However, Paul 

grew more and more sceptical towards the Free 

Masons and their hopes that he might join them 

were unfounded. Immediately after his succession  

 

Paul did release the imprisoned Free Masons and 

showed some kindness to them, but at the same 

time kept them under control. In fact his attitudes  

did not differ much from his mother´s. Even to him 

they were superstitious, potentially dangerous and 

suspect of heresy. 

Paul l was much more attracted by medieval 

chivalry and modern military drilling than of 

mysticism. He wanted order, justice and obedience. 

Already at the time of his mother´s reign he had 

dreamt of erecting a knightly castle, and his 

property Gatchina south of St. Petersburg reflects 

his preoccupation with castle-like architecture. He 

wanted to raise the morale of the Russian people, 

and in particular of the nobility. When the exiled 

Knights of Malta offered him the dignity of Grand 

Master they gave him an offer he could not resist. 

 

The maltese knights were actually crossing 

confessional borders by their calling at the Russian 

Czar. They were Roman Catholic, he Russian  

Orthodox. But this difference did not matter much 

to them in the actual situation. The Czar 

wholeheartedly embraced the case of the Order, 

and when the French were not willing to give the 

islands back to the Order, the Czar joined the Anti-

french Coalition of (among other states) Britain, 

Austria and Naples-Sicily. The Czar even sent his 

brilliant general Suvorov with a Russian army over 

the Alpes to attack the French in Switzerland and 

Italy. 

In his interior policy Czar Paul took his office and 

rank as Grand Master of the Hospitallers of Malta 

even more seriously. One may say that the Order 

gave him a new identity. In his particular mixture 

of romanticism and realism, of high human ideals 

and absolute power, he wanted the Order to be the 

spine of his system of government, and the key 

people of his government to become members of 

the Order. Now he planned the building of a real 

castle of the Order, the castle of St. Michael, in the 

center of his capital St. Petersburg. The whole 

architecture was to show and serve his function as 

Grand Master as well as Emperor. He had himself 

portrayed in the robe of the Grand Master, and the 

Maltese Cross was made a part of the Imperial 

Russian Coat of Arms. 

However, in the course of 1799 the international 

situation changed totally: In August general 

Bonaparte left his troops in Egypt and returned to  
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France, in September the British admiral Lord 

nelson attacked Malta and forced its French 

garrison to capitulate. 

The Czar now expected the British to give the 

islands back to the Order. But Britain was 

unwilling to give up this new, valuable possession. 

In October the Czar then abruptly left the Grand 

Coalition against France. In November Napoleon 

Bonaparte took over the government in France and 

made positive diplomatic moves towards neutral 

states like Russia and Denmark. The result was that 

Czar Pavel changed Russia´s policy into a 

benevolent neutrality towards France and a 

resistance to Britain´s attempt to isolate that 

country – something which was very harmful to the 

commercial interests of the neutral countries. 

 

It was originally a Danish idea to safeguard neutral 

shipping through convoying, based upon an 

agreement between neutral states (Denmark-

Norway, Sweden, Prussia and Russia). A similar 

alliance had actually been concluded in 1780 

during the American War of Independence, when 

the American insurgents were supported by France 

and Britain reacted by attacking neutral trade with 

France. The new “Armed Neutrality Pact” was 

concluded between the four powers in December 

1800 and was of cource seen as an unfriendly act 

by the British government. Resolving the crisis by 

ceding Malta to the Order was however out of 

question. Instead the government in London 

decided to make a military strike against the 

alliance at its weakest point. 

The British plan was to attack Copenhagen and 

force the Danes to leave the alliance, before the 

Russians would be able to help them – in spring the 

ice is disappearing earlier from Danish waters than 

from the Russian ones. The attack on 2. April 1801 

found the Danish navy quite unprepared, but it took 

some time before the Danish government actually 

gave in to the British – it was afraid of alienating 

its Russian ally and therefore delayed the peace 

negotiations as much as possible. 

 

However, communications were slow at that time. 

The Danish government had not need to fear the 

reactions of Czar Paul as he was already dead at the 

time of the Battle of Copenhagen. But it did not 

know it. Already in March the Russian Czar had 

been assassinated, in his own Order Castle, by his  

 

own knights, after having reigned in 4 years, 4 

months, 4 weeks and 4 days. His son and successor  

Alekxander, who was part of the conspiracy, did 

not proclaim himself Grand Master, but took the 

more moderate title of Protector of the Order. And 

few month later the Maltese Cross was removed 

from the Russian Coat-of-Arms. The imperial 

family moved out of the Castle of St. Michael 

which was subsequently used as an Academy for 

War Engeneers. 

Later the conspiracy has been seen as the work of 

the Free Masons, wanting to re-establish the 

influence they had had before the persecutions of 

Catherine ll.  and some of the members of the court 

circle actually were former Free Masons. However, 

the idea of the assassination of Paul being a late 

outcome of the old rivalry of the Templars and the 

Hospitallers – the Free Masons considering the 

Knights of the Temple as part of their ancestry – is 

not supported by the contempory sources. The 

circle around Paul l apparently loathed his attempt 

to discipline them by means of the Order, and 

moreover they were against his versatile foreign 

policy. Some of them may even have been bribed 

by the British. Besides, most of the Czar´s 

entourage feared his coleric temper. Actually few 

people in Russia were mourning the death of Czar 

Paul in 1801. And his son soon gave up his father´s 

demand to Britain to restore Malta to the Order.  

 

In contemporary Russia the attitude to Paul l. has 

become more balanced, and the unhappy czar is 

now being taken more seriously. His good 

intentions and his involvement in the Order are 

better understood. He really thought that the 

introduction of the values of the Maltese Order 

could make Russia a better country, and inspire 

other countries. He did fail in convincing his 

family and courties. But he gave the Order a home 

in Russia and initiated a branch which has survived 

to this day. His Order of succession for the imperial 

throne was observed until the fall of the Romanov 

dynasty. It is through his decendens that this 

ecumenical branch of the Order passed over to the 

Orthodox Serbian/Yugoslav dynasty of the 

Karadjordjevici, of whish His Late Majesty Peter ll 

was the last ruler. 

Czar Paul l is memorated in to-day´s Russia first  

of all at his Palaces which have all been beautifully 

restored after years of neglect and war damages:  
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Gatchina and Pavlovsk south of St. Petersburg, and 

the Castle of St. Michael in that city, the must 

substantial remain from the short time when the 

dignities of emperor and Grand Master merged into 

one person and one heraldic symbol. 

 

Denmark had to pay a high price for its 

involvement with Czar Paul and his anti-British 

policy. The immediate consequences of the naval 

battle of Copenhagen in 1801 were small, Denmark 

just had to leave the Armed Neutrality Alliance 

which was anyway dissolved. But the battle had 

shown the British navy how unprepared they were 

themselves regarding the complicated waters 

around Copenhagen, and they used the opportunity 

to update their knowledge. In 1807 they were much                  

better prepared. The attack in 1807 was provoked 

by another Russian event: the peace made between 

the French and the Russian emperors at Tilsit in 

July. This made the British government desparate. 

If emperor Napoleon would get hold of the big 

Danish navy in addition to his alliance with Russia 

Britain might lose the war. Whether Denmark had  

any intention of joining France was not the matter, 

Britain stroke first, without asking. And it succeded                           

Denmark-Norway lost its proud navy, it ceased to 

be a regional power in Northern Europe, and in 

1814 Denmark lost Norway. Neither Czar Paul nor 

the Order of Malta are to be blamed for that. But 

they are parts of the chain of events leading to 

Danish defeat. Just like the Knights of Malta the 

Danes became victims of the conflict between the 

great powers of Europe. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                     

St. Michaels Castle or Engineer Castle in St. Petersburg 

Czar Paul l. 


